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CHAPTER I. 

[1823—1825 ] 

LEAYDCG nYDEIEUBAD 

Illness of Clinrles Metcalfe — ^Deuthof lus Brother — Correspond- 
ence wth Dr, Goodall— Visit to Calcutta—Dr Nicolson — 
Eetum to Hyderahad— ImproTements m the Deccan— Invita- 
tion to Return to Delhi— Letters of Lord Amherst and Mr 
S'vmton, 

Ik the autumn of 1823 the friends and correspondents of 
Charles Metcalfe — both those who Tvrote to him publicly 
and privately on grave affaus of state, and those who 
addressed him only in the language of personal affection — 
^Ye^e disquieted and alarmed by a suspension of those 
communications from Hyderabad which had before been, 
received with such imbrohen regularity They could not 
account for his long silence Some there were who thought 
that they had offended him, and wrote warm-hearted 
letters to ask what they had done to incur his displeasure. 
But after a while there came tidmgs to Calcutta that sick- 
ness had fallen upon the Hyderahad Resident His 
wontedly strong health had yielded at last to a distressing 
malady , and in the midst of the physical sufferings he 
had endured, he had been unable to write to his friends 
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Earfjr is tins year he bod rwoiTcd the m el a nch oly 
tidings of the death of his brother Thoophiln^. The 
Baronet had gone to England m failing health, but with 
the intent of returning again to China. Hij constitation, 
howoTcr vras irremediablj broken down and neither the 
cUznato of hu iiatiTe co antr y hot tho medical aaenco ol 
the western world could stay tho inroads of fatal ducase 
For •otno time he resided in Wimpolo-strtct, but the 
excitement of London hfo was considered prejndiosl to 
bim, and he retired to the pleasant quietude of hu patemal 
estate at Fern HilL But the mortal malady which was 
destroying him hod made such progress as no human 
■mwinw could resist on/1 on the 34th of August, sur 
rounded by aD the fwnele members of his IkinBy he 
resigned hitsMlf mto the hands of his Gtd. 

By Charles Hetcalfb this blow was sererdy felt. It 
came upon him too at a time when the pcunfbl ecm> 
tontianj of which I hjire spokoi in the last chapter were 
at thnr height— when ho was harassed end depressed 
and littlo in a condition to bear the imposition of now 
burdens. To hu brother ho was, indeed tenderly at^rbed. 
The semnince of other links which bad bound bim to his 
home had rtrengtheoed these fraternal tiea. After tho 
death of thcLT parents Theophihu had often written to 
hij brother about those pleasant days to omne when, both 
settled in England after years of well requited toil, they 
mi ght s h a r e the old family uiansinn in Fortland-plaoe, and 
Tisit each other at their country^catz. now these 

bnght day-dirams like othra which had gone before 
them, were displaced by a-Hnnhre, cheerlea reality AtmI 
people, when they addressed CharJes Metcalfe, wrote Sxr 
before his name.* 

And many Isttmt with this superscription y« T O T My m to 

lie secDod hutmf* left one daughter sohseqoentiy married 
to 8t Ilesketli Flertwood. 



DEVTH OF Ein TlIEOrini.T.S METCVLrr 


3 


lemiml him of his sorrow — to remind him, hut not unginte- 
fully, of the change that had txilccii place , for tlicy ^\ere 
letters of kindest condolence Few men had so many 
friends as Charles Sletcalfc , and as he sympathised from 
his inmost heart in all their son on s, so their s^mipatliy 
with him was genuine, now that he in turn nas afflicted. 
If anything could have lightened the burden nhicli 
oppressed him, some relief nould have been found in all 
these demonstrations of ardent friendship 

Among other letters of condolence nhich he received at 
this time nas one from his old fiaend and tutoi, Di Goodall, 
now Provost of Eton They had corresponded at interi’-als 
for nearly a quarter of a century, and had lost none of their 
pristine interest in each other But l\Ictcalfe majo) and 
Metcalfe mino) had been among Goodall’s favourite pupils. 
Their portraits graced the nails of that wonderful room in 
Goodall’s cloistered home where many a privileged young 
Etonian has marvelled over the contents of the good 
doctoi’s curious museum He had sat beside the sick- 
bed of the elder brother at Fern Hill, and now he ivrote to 

* I find a pleasant allusion to tins circumstance in one of Pi 
Goodall’s letters, nritten a feir months before Theoplulus Met- 
calfe’s death Speaking of an “Oriental matchlock” wlucli 
Charles had sent him, the irorthy doctor says “It at present acts 
as a land of hyphen, connectmg the lower extremities of two 
portraits — one of Ins Excellency, residmg at Hyderabad, the other 
of the Prmce of Pekoe and Hyson, late of Canton, hut now of 
TVimpole-street Most nnludaly, he came down to Beaumont 
Ixidge, when I "was totally engaged m our audit, at which seasons, 
firomiten m the mormng imtil bedtime, I have not a spare moment, 
the day hemg devoted to accoimts and college husmess, and tlie 
evenmg to collegiate gourmandismg Alas! that his health should 
still be so dehcatel I almost wish tliat he would say, ‘ Cluna, 
farewell for ever 1 ’ In the course of a few days I hope to make 
another effort to see bun m town, and sliaU hope to persuade him 
to pass some httle tune with ns before I repeat my visit to the 

I continent ” 

• B 2 
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tho yoTiDgCT to condole Trilh luni on his loti, thui offering 
his meed of consolation 

« littk* he mm, “ dVl I think, 'wh«j I at hy the bcdiido ct 
jwir desT brother it Fem Dm, ibot I sbonld so soon, so rcry 
•ooo, be cmDcd to the rodancltoly doty <if sccoinptnTin j hli mniin* 
to t]ie grart. I thoaght Indeed, that he w»J dangcroiuly m j bnt 
from hit cflJmnw, nay hit checaAlnea, thoogh I irltncsacd one 
md i f o r y p u of rotn I vtu aKonrn^ to expect that, at all 
erenta, he wonU not bo soatdted ftom na ao aooo and rentured 
erei to indnlge a ht^ thet- tncdlcal akfll might stfll restore hfan to 
a atato of comparatlTe health and oonriort. That It pleased the 
AhnJehty to eitirigniih these aspectattona and bopea, hoircTcr Wi 
dearest anmeetkea mlglrt lament at tho time and I ahotdd trust 
TToold foraMi leas reason ftir regret, -wben frtnn the taatimemy of 
hli inndlcal attendaoU, hla eantinnance In thla tale of mlKfy' 
most hare bocn only a aerloa of protracted inllbrlnca. Tfaal tw 
breathed hla last rcalgned to the of hit CrexUor bekrred and 
lamented, and nTronaded by bla ncaireat camectiona of that acx 
Thoae teEH^naca and ai&rtimte mtebtratienj are best calealated 
to soothe the angutib of (flataao and blont the ahafti of ereo the 
tentst pahii and it most ImTo beat no alight rmntntton, rrei 
In the bitter bortr of bdi bdng foro away fhsn then, to hsoir that 
to the foodneaa of bean, tho khtdom, tltf integtity in a rrtsd, to 
the diaiacter of their brother tO vbo Imtnr hhn bore bmcazraUe 
teathnony 

Not long after the receipt of this letter Metcalfe ivas lying 
aide and fuSeneg — ^wanting tho ordinary conaolation of 
confidence m hu medical adruen. ^ • ■, I behere, 

thmka I am recorering ho irroto hnefly from Bolarmn 
on the 9th of October to a ytreng fhend, of which I 
do not inyaalf eee any sahriaotory fjmptcan I am mnoh 
a* I 'wm — anoogh tor a day or two then attacked a» 
before. In short, 1 am not aentible of any certain piugies e 

towards recovery but u content, so I mppoae I must 

be.* On the 6th. of Norember he wrote ttni from 

the same place I do not get on »o well as I could wish, 
I had yeaterd^ another attack of ague and fever, the 
Tcsnlt of an expemnent which lafled,” Two days after- 
Forther passages from Goodall i Correspaadeoce are glr ea tn 
the Appendix. 
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■wards Le wrote again “ I am not as well as I could wish 
to be, and make no progress I was three weeks ago as I 
am now ” These were brief, hurried notes, addressed to 
a very dear fnend, written obviously under great debihty 
of body and depression of spirit He was capable of 
nothmg more 

In the meanwhile, tlie Calcutta friends of Sir Charles 
Metcalfe — and they were many — had heard of his lament- 
able situation, and were bethinking themselves how to afford 
him rehef The health of such a man was not a matter 
of mere private concernment, it was an affair of state 
Lord Amherst had by this tune succeeded to the chief seat 
in the Government of India John Adam had embarked 
for England, utterly broken down in health — alas 1 only 
to perish on the way Mi Eendall was semor member 
of Council , and Mi J H Harrington was his colleague 
At the head of the Secretanat was Mr George Swmton, 
who had well and worthily supported Metcalfe throughout 
all the great contentions at Hyderabad, and who was 
among the warmest of his friends In the highest official 
places the tidmgs of Metcalfe’s illness caused extieme 
inquietude , and there were many others, who — ^regaidmg 
hun not as a pubhc servant whose loss would be a national 
calamity, but as a beloved friend whose equal they had 
never known — ^looked eagerly towards those high official 
quarters for the aid which was so much required 

And they did not look in vam On the 31st of October 
Mr Sivinton despatched a hasty note to Hyderabad, 
informmg Metcalfe that it had been “ detenmned to send 
the Government yacht with a medical man to Masuhpatam 
without delay, to be at his disposal ” Mr FendaU had 
obtained the ready sanction of Lord Amherst to the pro- 
posed arrangement,* and Commodore Hayes had received 

* I believe that this suggestion emanated from Metcalfe’s friends 
Mr Henry TYood, of the Civil Sem.ce, and Major Sneyd, of the 
Body-Guard 
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oriOT to moko tho neocuoiy picpointionj for Ujc ^opotcli 
offliojVrrn*. And la tbo inamo Me, Colonel Clement, 
the Military Secretary wu uuUncted to apply to llw 
Medical Booid to iolect -a competent mcdiuil oIEccr to 
proceed la the yoobt to Mnaulipatani, to rtaidBr aasiltancc 
to the diftiDgiuahed potlenL 

Tie Bcleotion, Iiottctct mu not pnmarflj njndc bj tie 
At that timo u for many yean aftenrord*, 
lugbeat medical aatboniy m India mia Sir Bimoa Nicol 
fon. He •wm a gentlcnum of groat profesnoiml istpenencc, 
jexteneiTe tcq^airemcaita a mind ttoU atoc^cd TTitli 

;general litcratare nnt^ of each Ijndlxneaa of heart and 
navity of T^"^Tvrr that lott half it* terron Ttben 

he stood by the bedode. There mu a healing poTTer 
in, hu Tnry preaenoe — m the blended tnadom and gentle- 
iies9 of hii fpeakmg taae~-ond the dirt wwd of aaromnee 
that be utter^ People came {him remoto plaoea to eon 
folt him and '^hen they eoold not maho thoi imy to 
the Fresidenoy they songht hu odnee throngh the 
mediom of fnenda, Jhim a diatance. HU piactioe iras 
emty limited by the rmpoerihility of perfanrung more than 
a oertain amount of trork tnthis a certain apace of timeu 
At tli hcFora of the day and at ail hoon of the hu 
hone* vrere m hamen and hu cosohmen were on die 
bat. There wa» one oamago aliTayi waituig at hu door 
ready to replaoe another m the day trmpj rm thw frrlrnjtm^ 
climate h i ca paci ta t ed man and beast ihjm forther oemce 
or to Tthirl him array m obedienca to aomo rtoctnrnal 
snmmoiu. But for all thu ho nerer greir n<^K The 
penn i less aubaliern (Gods knowi I hare letuon to tay it) 
had hu nnrcmittiiig core aafiendy tutherrodthiMmembur 
of Coon ml. 

■Whosi Metcalfe i fbends heard that he mu sorely 
s mlt tftp. and in great saffenng their first thought was to 
“go to NicoUon." ‘ I trust that you haro written to 
KioolsaD,” wrote Gcoige Swinton to hu slot friend. “In 
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all complaints of that nature he has wonderful skill and 
experience, and I dare say, had you keen under his hands, 
you would have been well in a week ISbthing is new or 
extraordinary to him , and what your medical men would 
consider such would be much otherwise to him ” * Captam 
Sneyd had already gone to Nicolson and obtained not only 
his advice, but a parcel of surgical apphances, “ new and 
extraordinary” perhaps at Hyderabad, which Swinton sent 
off by express , but more important still than this, Nicol- 
son now recommended a young medical ofideer acquamted 
■with his system, in whose talents he had imbounded faith, 
as the fittest delegate to Hyderabad. He recommended 
Mr. James Ranald Martin — then a young assistant-surgeon 
of some SIN years’ standing — and the selection was con- 
firmed by the Board 

On the 7th of November the yacht was despatched, and 
reached Masulipatam a week afterwards Metcalfe was 
then at Bolamm, makmg pieparations for the journey to 
the coast “ My friends at Calcutta,” he wrote on the 
16th, “have taken alarm at my illness, and got the 
Government yacht despatched to Masuhpatam, ivitli a 
medical man to attend me Although I did not thmk 
of gomg, and was better than I had been, X do not mean 
to throw away this opportumty, as the sea voyage and 
Nicolson’s advice together may effect a perfect cure 
"Wells and Bushby are gomg for fun ” Wells and Bushby 
were young civihans, Metcalfe’s assistants The one found 
an early grave at Delhi, the othei died thirty years after- 
wards, in the seat of his old master. Resident at Hyder- 
abad They followed Sir Charles for something better 

* Almost every new mvention, especially such as was 
amoliary to professional science, found its way mto Nicolson’s 
library before other people had heard of it His agents m 
Xiondon hadiccrrte hlanche to supply him with everything of the 
land. 
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than “ fim ** they foUenrod him for lore. Tltoj petitioned 
him to raCfer them to nccompany him, and •what they 
Kjnght Tnu not denied.* 

The Nerttdt landed Mr Martin at Masnlipatam, and 
he ptuhed on -with aH fpoed to Hyderabad. Three marches 
from the city he came npon tho Resident i camp. An 
hour after his introdnedon he had rendered Sletcalfe 
essential aomce. Tho young furgeon fomid that hi* 
patient -mi* thoronghly rinsed m the Ltcratnrc of hi* ca*Q. 
He had pemsed the work* of almost erery writer who had 
dlsoonrted on the nature and treatment of his disorder 
artd, u commonly happen* m inch cases he had been 
bewildered and perplexed by the mnlntndo of conflicting 
anthoritiGs. CommentiQg freely on thl* inccrtitnde, he 
a*ked*hU attendant how it happened that amidat inch 
raiying ocnm*el he wai able so promptly to decide. Tho 
aniwer •«•** of course, the answer of the prafeanon — and a 

* QtermEr ** petitbxied*’ hfani end aa thd.r petitkm, written 
tn a style of «rbma play&IoeM, b bcaioozable to all parties, I 
wIUlii(ly insert It bsm — 

^'Pala ItarcuLn, — 'We, the nndmlgned, bare detennined 
that wa will vaire the ITlzaai ■ alioiniKxa, ond deare to the 
Ccanpany In order that we both riiow crur loyalty to onr 

employen and enjoy the pkaanre of accompanying yon to the 
Fraideocy of Calco^ 

“ Albdt, we the imdenlgned bambly pray yoa will rooch 
nA ns the ftflowliig bom on thl* occaaion, wllhoirt whkh hwonM 
be hoth demdnatratire of want of comldaatlaa aol In 

us to depart with you, Tla.r— 

-IfymwerB togoakoo youwoolduot keep an ostiUhlnnent. 
If yon bke ni with ywi, yon propoae to keep an eataUlahmmt. 
YooP petitioMr* bmnbly pray that yon will not pnt y om s df to 
this eipaisei, and that yon win Ute with yonr f>pt«tn 

Boeyd, aodtrqttOOTtftafiagbCTiw-tocminlibiw4ghho nri>o od— • 
either by the hire of a BnaB domlcfleor otherwlje— ftc whkh boon 
ytrar pedtiooer* wHl erer pray 

^ J A. Ftrmnr 
“B-triiii. 
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iu?t one !Mctcalfo soon perceived that Go^elnment ]iad 
sent hun the Jiglit man. 

After a few da}s spent at Mnsuhpatam, ^\helO ]\rctcalfc, 
in\ahd as he "was, felt constrained not to i eject the hospi- 
tality so fioclj oflored to him, the Kcsidtnt and Ins family 
embarked for Calcutta, is Inch they reached on the 21 st 
of December In spite of the enti-catics of his young 
assistants, and the hearty iiiMlations of i\rr. Sw niton, 
Captain Sneyd, and other old friends, he detemnned on 
instituting an establishment of his onii Taking a large 
bouse in Chounnghee — the klay-Fair of the City of 
Palaces — and purchasing the fuimtuie, to be sold again 
at a lieaiy saciificc, he made a Iionie for himself and his 
friends His happiness Mas principally derived fiom the 
contemplation of theirs , for in spite of the science of 
Nicolbon and Jlaitin, lie ivas not able at first to cheei Ins 
fiicnds at a distance Math any flatteiing accounts of him- 
self At the end of January he ivrote, hoivcvcr, that lie 
behoved he uas on the high load to recovery , and before 
the end of the following month he ivas on the eve of 
returning to Hyderabad 

This biief sojourn in Calcntti ivas little likely under 
such circumstances to evolve incidents uorthy of nana- 
tion , but there aie two httle facts connected with Ins 
departure so illustrative of Ins delicate sense of honoui 
and his extreme generosity, that they ought not to be 
■mthheld Sir Charles Metcalfe was anxious that Mr. 
Martin should return with him to Hyderabad, and assume 
the office of Eesidency Surgeon, ivhich v'as about to 
become vacant The appointment was one of honour 
and emolument The old incumbent had diaivn about 3,000 
rupees a month The offer, therefore, seemed to be a 
temptmg one But Mr Bushby, through whom it was 
made, ivas directed to inform Martm, that one-half of 
this large salary was paid by the Nizam — the Eesidency 
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SurgeoD bemg ctDed ilcdicol Storclxcpcr to iiij IbglmcM 
thon^ in reality there ircra no •torei to keep This, ono 
of mmy ujitoncea of the “ phinder of tho 2niain,”-Hctcolf0 
hfli detcnnincd to stop, mth ertoy other that came •within 
his oontrol, on tho first opportimity And much os he 
deaired to Miulm to accompany him to the Deccan, 

he now intimated to hu young Ihend that he could not 
ooDsoit to pcnpettmto so nefkncrai a job Tho result ■was, 
that the yom^ luigeons fiiends, lookmg forward to hii 
er^itnal prospects m Caloattn, persuaded him •not to 
accept the appomtment itnd soon oAerwards he a cc o m 
the Body-Cruard on the expedition to Bangoon, 

So Metcalfe embarked for Masnllpatom in this matter 
disnppomiei. On hii royage down the HooghJy he loamt 
that a fheod and brother arihan — an ccScer then of tho 
highest promise, since ahtmdiuilly folfilled— had emharked 
for Knglaod. cm a tosboI then dropping down the nver, but 
owing to some untoward accident, had not oontnred to 
■hip his baggage. Ah the mighty ‘wsrdrobo neoemry 
&r the cammmptiQn of a fire months' voyage ■was laggmg 
behind on eome dllataiy loggage boat, and the ship was 
£ist puttiag oat to sea. The diWirmn was an extreme 
one. Both hams of it weh considered, the least osem- 
c mtin g of the two appeared to be a return to Calcnlta — 
the low of the passage, and, perfaapa, of the fhrlongh. But 
Metcahe came to the reecne. He bnd large supphes of 
clothes -with him — many of aU lands, newly made for hm 
in Calcutta — and he rejoiced now to thmV ©f the good 
account to •which they might be turned Keepmg barely 
snfficimt for his own smmodiate niei ho now sent tl» 
bulk of hn wardrobe to lus perplexed friend, -who went 
on his woy rqcdoiiig not the lets for the thought t^pt 
ho was nenily a foot taller than tho Lord BonndM of 
Hyderabad. 

The hot •weather and the rainy season of 1824 found 
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Sir Chailcs ^letc.nlfe at line Kcsiclcncy in impiovecl licaltK 
and spuits, but A\itli nn cvci -increasing mass of business 
before Inra He had enjojed none of the leisure he had 
sought, but in the growing connction of the benefit that 
accrued from his labour, he found abundant compensation 
for his toil Fiom time to time, however, he coiitrned to 
snatch bncf intenals for private concspondcncc , and 
there Mere chenshed fiiends with uhom an unieseived 
epistohitory intercourse was among the choicest plcasuie 
of Ins life From letters of this land, written in the 
autumn and innter of 1824, some pass.igcs may not unfitly 
be given, in illustration of his inner life at this time 
Characteristic as they aie m othei lespects, they indicate 
nothing so distmctl}’’ as the exceeding warmth of the 
•wiitcr’s heart Fncndshipwas with him almost a passion 
— “passmg the love of uomen.” And the same lomantic 
attachment uhich he felt tou'ards others it was his piivilege 
also to inspire in them 

“ Hi/dcrabad, 25(h Oct, 1824 — ^Tbii mast already, I fear, tlunk 
me a very unwortliy correspondent I know not how it has hap- 
pened that, since you went, I linve found so few opportunities'for 
writing I never liad a grcaterinclination for it, but day after day 
passes away, and is filled np, somehow or other, inthout" giving- 
one the happy moment for mdulgmg in fhendly converse with 
those absent, whom onr thoughts nevertheless accompany I 
cannot say that the happy moment as now come legitimately, for a 
swelling packet of the works of Sutherland, Campbell, Baxter, 
and Co , encumbers my table, and cames the imagination away 
firom anythmg that it is delightful to dwell on , but I have seized 
the moment by the forelock, and dragged it m advance of its own 
turn, winch, rf it waited for others, might never come I am no 
longer able to read m the morning up-stairs The tune is now 
occupied by busmess firom which I steal a httle now to confabu- 
late with you. I have not been quite well for a few days 

gave a grand party m tents I got a little wet firom ram, 

before the carnage could he closed, in gomg there, and I tasted 
firom cunosity some of his productions of milk punch, orange 
•wine, &c Whether it were thb one or the other, I was attacked' 



12 


TJiATitrn irrDEEiJi,VIi 


•with wmo lymplomi of tkmngtsDcnt aftcmjda, fa the »cmt of 
hrt year** Ilfaeci, aecofnpmtcJ with ilight fercr I ajn, bowcrer 
ireD now *nd matlen h*TO rorcrtcd to thdr ural amna. 

I ■>i»Ti not qwcrrel with yonr Tkrw of year own hnper 
flactkaJv beaw erery man, on csatnfafau hlmaMf, if I may Jadjr3 
from my own w-tf, must, I cod«1to, to aoulldo not only of weak 
nenci and frantic*, btrt of comiptkm and wickedne**, which It h 
p«rhap* th« moct ardoota cndamnr of fab life to mbdoc. 1 do 
not deafre yno to entertain an oxalted opfalon of yonrxd4 ffa* that 
la fa ttaclf a Tice, and a rery tutamlable cme. Haro aa low a aenae 
ai yon IDce of year own metlta. ho HI can follow from trno 
bomlHty Btrt I <nn now an old mnn compared with yon (thcragti 
I mean to ftart freah fa Borland aa a pmmiafaj; young man), and. 
In Tfrtns of my yetra, I ham aocn and obaerred charactef*; and 
fn tril ytn, I hare found In yuan much to otcem, Iot^ and 
admire, moci, lu beyond your ago. Ton rpook of Tnnlty ^o 
one b without fa It la, perhapa, a oeceaary ingredieot of ocr 
e aBipoahVo . It U only offaa^re whs U b obtmlTe.'' 

Octob^ sa, 16 K — Too tnqolfltiTe frlatd, the 

KnUdar of Bdjg inpniaaml, I dare mj the fatstat tmlratilly 
felt fa the Bmmah war or any other conralakio In which we havo 
a chance of being wonted and drlmi from our higfa aent of enpfre. 
Yon wBL find Glbbcm mneh mem cxtterlafaing than HaSami thongli 
the latter b nsj moch admired. I wtnt thremgh Gibbon daring 
a rt ekne aa which confined me to my r oom at Cten, and thought 
him d di g h t f al from begfanfag to end. 'liat, howorer waa 
tweerty-firo yeari ago and I know not bow I tbonld like the 
mmfi thing now In yoor fondnen for reading yon baTC a mro 
hold on one of the greateat aoarcea of happineea in lift. 'Dwro 
are few mrruwi fa which a book b not kok rdiefi and with 
a taate tor reading, one norer needa any other pleaanre or em 
ploymenl. 

" If I thon^rt It wtmld hai« any effect, I liinnH beg yon, fa 
my *a ke , aa wdl aa year own, to adhere to y our pkna of ratknal 
ecODOmy If ere I am to leare Indio, I ihaH go with grat 
rdnctance atifibeBrt-*fakfag,lfIleaTethoaeIloTebeliind,withoat 
the hope of ntfetfa c 0““ egafa fa my oki ago. I «h«u quit 
Hyderabad — If that erfl day b to cmne— with atTrin.,. IbBltagi; fbr 
Gt*3 knowi what wHl beco«n* of m all when our Uttlo dmle ■>>«Ti 
bo bmkm up. Tbongh I do not pretend to be hiaenaibb to the 
homer of a acat fa Ocnndl, and the powlble mult of mch on 
appofatment, I ihonld ir5<dee at the nomlnatko ol aome other 



runATL LETTtnS 


13 


person, to put out of credit tho^e nniiours irincli I am told are on 
tlio increase in Calcutta regardiiip inj delation to tint digiiiti, 
and of M liicli the real irat ion Mould rcnioic me from the present 
home of mi' afleetionc, and the ties lonncd in this sphere I 
cannot think on this siihicct mthoiit pain, knoinng as I do l»i 
experience that separation and remoial to distant seenes, thoucU 
thei maj leaie unimp.aired good-niJl, regard, esteem, fncndship, 
confidence, .md even aftection, are still fital to that vaniith ol 
feehng, that intimacy of ideas, Ih it delight of close and con- 
tinual intercourse M Inch constitute n hat I Mould term the luMiries 
of fnendslup ” 

“ Jl^dcrahad, JVoicmhcr 7, 1824 — If mj’’ epistles 

give 5 ou as much pleasure as j ours bung to me, ire shall both enjoy 
a great deal of happiness from our correspondence Tlic natn cs 
of the East say that the interchange of letters is ‘ the meeting of 
hearts’ They say it formallj, and Mithout feeling its force, but 
it is nei ertheless a good saying Hc.arts undoubtedlj meet hearts 
m correspondence Hom the heart rejoices and bounds at the 
sight of the handwriting of a beIo\ ed fnend ! and how it oi erfioM s 
Math dehght, how it warms, expands, and bods over, in reading 
tlie aflectionate language winch one knows to hai e been poured 
forth from a congemal licarti There are joys of this land m 
the pure loi c which exists between man and man, m Inch caimot, 
tlimk, be surpassed m that more alloyed attachment between the 
opposite sexes, to which the name of love is in general exclusii ely 
apphed Alas, that these joys should be of such short duration , 
and that expenence should teach us, that altliough we may indulge 
m them for a period, they are hut a dream, and will pass awaj ’ 
The day anil come — and it is mipossible to say hoar soon — avhen 
you anil receive my letters onth indifference, and sit doom to 
answer them onth reluctance Tins, too, may happen anthout any 
loss of esteem, or regard, or friendslup, m its ordmary sense All 
these may remam, and yet the enthusiastic avarmth of attacliment 
avhich gives its principal zest to the affection of friends may 
subside Such is human nature And if it were not so we should 
never know new attachments The first formed would be the 
only ones existmg through life, and the heart would be closed 
agamst all others I anil not, however, anticipate enl, but enjoy 
and cherish the present good.” 

“December 17, 1824 — I feel the avant of a country 

house mcessantly As long as I hve at the Residency it will he a 
pubhc house, and as long as the hilhard-tahle stands, the Resi- 
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deucy Trin be a Urtnx. I wUi that I could latrolcico » neat of 
whltB antj nKTCfly iritlwnt any oorfi la a m l ni: tbercot if tbo aaid 
antt iTOoId dcToop the aald tabic, and coit*o It to dl*aprcor Bat 
I do not likes either In deed or -word, to make any attnelc oo an 
tnrinni H wit frf unoaement irhlch la ao nroch rdUhM by aoojo oT 
m, vbo do not ohaerre the caMoqnaKca to which It leoda. 

Ij ilmoat aa ardent at U aa - — and ia qnKe animated an a. 

day of pool*. 

“ I hare no tatellleeDee reapccting tho talked-of aeat 
In Coimcil, and retain aU mj doubt on that inyert. It la a thins 
on which tbero can be nothing cotaln until It bo accempikbaL 
I cannot pretend to r^ect an^ an oatmilble riae In li& with 
aiadnini but my hnnrt ia bound by ties and fbellnga to thU quaxttff 
and I than bo rather gkd than aorry to ae« tho chanco ended by" 
the pomtnntiOD of aome other paraon. Ton aro yooraclf no ilifht 
CBOte of my reloctance to go aw^ 

In the early part of 18S5 the Keaident aet ont on erne of 
hi8 wonted promwial exenmotu glad to he nh««nt flrom 
Hyderabad In the oouno of hu tonr he ondearonrod to 
find a catrreoient place ibr&e ereohoD of a oouulry resi- 
dence — but I know not with ■what reenlL Tbe olgect of 
eeoape from the Heedenoy wet soon to be attained in 
another way From the lettew imtlen dtmiig tidi excur- 
*ion one or two extracta may be made. In the following 
will be fornid the earheat mention I hare been, able to 
truce of the freedom of tho Indian press 
" Bknpeer iTarrk S, 1853 — ilany thanfa ftjT your lettfT 
erf the J1 14th ultima Hare I read Adam Blair ? I am not 
turo whether I hare or notf but I l uppo ae not. Tho itory in 
fajrdlk r to roej but I moit hare got my kncwled^ of it fh*o 
reriewa. The laat thing I did with tha book wia to lend ft to Mr*. 

B the clcrjyman’i wife. Ia tt ona of Galt** f I rather think 

not "We hare got hi* last, the Bpae Wlfts in camp. It k a 
highly poetlcnl and elegant thhig though not <rf the — aort 
wtth your fiiTWEdte The Aanala of tl» Pukh, tha rimpDdty irf 
which k beairtlftil, and in parta TOy aflbdJng. Strange to my J 
hare oercr rend Trktram Kiandyi I kicw my little of Sterne 


f It need Karcely bo aaid it k LoAhart'*. 
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asnn author I took up 'Tristram Shandy’ -n-hen I Tvas t-irelve 
or thirteen J thought that I d’d not imderstand it, and laid it 
doum again Since fourteen or fifteen I have read lery httle, 
excepting the puhhcations of the day 

“It seems that the directors have tried to nominate Sir J 
Malcolm Governor of Madras, hut have been prevented hy the 
Board of Control, TTho ha\e put a veto on the appomtment, 
because he is a Company’s servant Malcolm’s speech on the 
press Tvas, I thmk, very good J have no decided opmions on 
that subject myself I cannot go along -with one party as to the 
blessmgs of a fi?ee press, nor ivith another as to its dangers , but 
I Tather thmk that the inconvemences -would predominate at 
present, and the advantages hereafter, and that it -would be 
bostde to the permanency of our rule, but ultimately beneficial to 
India 

“ The real dangers of a fi-ee press m India are, I thmk, m its 
enablmg the natives to throw off our yoke The petty annoyances 
which our Governments would suffer I call rather mconvemences 
The ad-rantages are m the spread of knowledge, which it seems 
•wrong to obstruct for any temporary or selfish purpose I am 
mclmed to thmk that I would let it have its swmg, if I were sove- 
reign lord and master ” 

But interesting as is tins passage, as an indication of Ins 
earlier views on a gieat question, his practical solution of 
which was among the greatest measures of his puhhc life, 
the folio wmg is more mteiesting still, for it contains the 
solution of a still greatei question 

“ Camp Kohair, Maich 21, 1825 — ^If I am really the happy n-inn 
j ou suppose me to be, I wdl teU you, as far as I know myself, the 
secret of my happiness You will perhaps snule, for I am not sure 
that jour mmd has taken the turn that might mduce you to 
sjunpatluse But he assured that I am m earnest I hve m a 
state of fen entand mcessant gratitude to God for the favours and 
mercies Avhich I hai e experienced throughout my life Thefeelmg 
IS so strong that it often oi erflows m tears, and is so rooted that I 
do not thmk that any misfortunes could shake it It leads to 
constant deiotion-and firm content, and though I am not firee 
from those -\ evafaons and disturbances to which the weak temper 
of man is subject, I am guarded by that feehng agamst any lastmg 
depression ” 



10 


UlANUtG HTBEIIABAD. 


On the 11th of April, iletcfllfo wrote itill to the ramo 
correspondent, “ Hero wo arc, dear boy, on our return 
towards Hyderabad from the western extremity of tho 
Hixami dominions " and soon oftorwards he onnonneed 
hia amml at Hydembod ** Smeo wo came in," he wrote 
on tho Cth of May “yon can gn«i 5° '^rhat way I hare 
been bothered — pnbho bnsuicss and pnvmto cornapondemee 
haro aconmidatod and remain undisposed of I have not 
read a word, though the contents of eleven cases of new 
books have been spread otrt before me." In thu letter he 
hod great tidings to commnmcate. He was about to leave 
Hyderabad for ever Ho had returned to the Hesidency 
only to receive from tho Governor-General a letter 
annooncing that hia tervicM vrcre required in another and 
more unportant sphere of action. “ Now for what I 
gneve to tell you, wrote Metcalfs — I have been 
requested by GoTerninent to go to Delhi to take charge of 
polltioal afiaui in Upper India, and the avU admimstrs 
non of the Delhi territory The Board now at Delhi is to 
be remored. So is Sir David Ochterlony who will pro- 
bably however resign as his moasnres have been can 
denmed and I am called on in a v e r y flattering manner to 
take the place of both." 

Tho letter which Lord Amhertt wrote was indeed, a 
flattering one — hut there was the utmost sinccnty in It. 
And httle as Metcalfo desired tho change, there must hare 
been found by one of bis temperament soma compensatioa 
in the Inngnage of such a letter 

LOUD AlffiEnST TO gm CHAPT.Ta METCALJX. 

*• CmkTtUa, AprH \€ 1815. 

Mr nniB Ba Cha»lbi,— E roiU which hare occ u rre d tn the 
Upiw ProTlDces iwuJer h necessary in tho oj^alon ot Gorern 

tnent, that a new arrangoneBt shall be mad* fear the admteiitisikaj 

of sAln hi Ddhl sod Rijpootana, and tlwit to carry new 
orran^renent into cflhct, yon slMnild usnme the office ct Iteddent 
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at Delhi I hasten, therefore, to avpress to jon inj most niiMons 
hope that no cause exists on jour part to prea ent j our nnclertnkmg 
this arduous and nni>ortant puhhc dntj 
“ l[uch as your scr\ ices are still demanded at Hj dernhad, ii 
nobler field opens for them in the scene of jour foimer residence 
and cmploaancnt, and I fiatfer iiijself that unless there should be 
some impediment of uhicli I am not aarare to joiir proceeding to 
Delhi, jou avill readdj afibnl a our sera ices in a quarter aaherethej 
are noar most iirgcntlj* required, and avhere, I liesitate not to snj , 
a on can, of all men m India, most benefit j oiir Goa ernment and 
j our countrj' 

“ Mr Sannton’s letter to jou makes it minccessarj that I should 
enter into further detail 

“ I remain, avitlf sincere regard and esteem, 

" Mj' dair Sir Charles, 

“Your faithful and obedient sera ant, 

“ jLainliiiST ” 

“ I should cousidei it incumbent on me,” a\ rote Metcalfe, 
111 the piiaate'lettei already quoted, “to obey any call — 
but such an one as this is, of couise, ii resistible I go, 
lioavever, leluctantl)^, and avisli that I could baa’^e been 
alloaa'cd to rest in peace in the quaiter avhicli has now 
become the home of my heait I shall quit my public 
duties here aMth great regret I shall quit my fi lends 
avith greater” He felt, indeed, acutely the severance of 
these ties , and soon afterwaids he aviote to a friend, that 
he looked to a Calcutta fever as one of the least of the 
eails which threatened him, and hoped to find in it i-elicf 
fiom other more coiroding anxieties and disti esses 
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DELHI hevisited 

Metcilfc* Eeturn to C4lcatt»— 'Boideaco there — Death of Blr 
DiTld Oclrterlonj — Bhnrtpore — ^Vlewi of the Gorem 

ment — MetcaUe’a Iflfmtn — ^Depertnre flir DcHJ — AdTenco 
of the ^ rrT»'»* tn Otnnp— Tell of TUrnstjor^— 

Boheeqaect Proceeding* — Death of Bemett and Wdlj — ^Vlrit 
ptliOrd Amhttjt — Appotatownt to Coimril. 

Nevxb hfu^ mare rmwcloome honorm hwn ccmfiJTcd on a 
poblxo RiTuat than thoR trbioh Zkotr descended npon Sir 
UatcaiiA In epite of all tho Ttsntjons and tnnoj 
anoea wkich beset hie poaibon, the HTderobad Reaidetioy 
hfid beooino rery dear to dum. More than tifcnty yean 
before, he had recorded a reaohition not to form any moro 
Ti rmanta n attachments but be had been forming them erer 
nnee. Indeed, it may be aald of him, that he fell fn- — ■ 
fHeriihihjp ai other men fiill m lore. There wna at once 
an nrdonr and a tcndcrncaa m hia affection little remorod 
from the degreo m trhich theae qualities evinoe themaelve* 
in our attachment* to the other sex. He had gathered 
itnmd him at Hyderabad a bdored oirole of friends to be 
broken from time to tnne by the neoeaeibe* of the pnbhc 
eerrice, but olway* to renmte agam. And although *aiite 
of these fheud* might now accompany him to Delhi, it 
wni certain that the old Hyderabad party could nerer 
again reoiaemble in all ita pleoamt integnty * It was 

To cue of these ftfntdi Uetcal& wrote, I am out of iptrlts at 
tha chance tn my pwpert*. I looked fbrward to tho uuemhlaae 
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•\\itli extioiiic ilopicssioii of spirilf, tlicrcforc, tint he non 
made hit- picparations for the coming change. 

There ■acre olhei camos, too, in operation, to increase 
the i-clnctancc nlnch he felt to lin approaching dcpaiturc 
fiom the Deccan — causes of a public chamctei lieu as 
anxious in the extreme for the success of llie measures 
ivhich he uas pushing forward for the regciicratiou of the 
long-devastated, provinces of IIj dcrabad , and he had no 
assunucc that his successor would carrj* out the sjctein 
avhich lie had so steadily maintained. But to the c.all of 
the Government he laspondcd, without resen ntion, fh it he 
wras willing to take upon himself any senicc which his 
supeiiors considered would be advantageous to the interests 
of the State , .and he asked whether it were desirable that 
ho should proceed to Delhi with all possible despatch 
Lord Amherst ivas at this time on the nver icciaiiting his 
impaired health , and in reply to the reference made to 
lum by lilr. Swinton, he WTOte that he ivns “ luchned to 
aiail himself of the ready disposition w'hich Sir Charles 
slioivs to give ns his immediate assistance, and to request 
him to come to Calcutta, so as to start thence by dawk as 
soon as the season will permit ” 

To Lord Amherst, Metcalfe had greatly recommended 
himself during his visit to Calcutta m the precedmg year , 
and he had left the Presidency “ carrying aivaj’- wuth him,” 
as the Governor-General wrote, “ the sincere good washes 

of all I love, and a happy tune during the rams — our lahonrs in 
the country to he afterwards resumed I cannot say that I slinll 
he here for a month, as I must he prepared to start at a moment’s 
notice Then to leawe all hehind I wish that I could take you 
all with me, and then, altliough I should still regret our desertion 
of the fate of this country, my personal regrets would he converted 
mto joyful anticipations ”—{Hijderahad, May 12 , 1825 .] Of these 
friends Captam Sutherland accompamed Sir Charles Metcalfe to 
Delhi, and Mr R "Wells and laeutenant Hislop afterwards- jomed 
lum there 
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of cr er y ono m Gorcrmnent Iloitto for tho entire ro-esta 
bliabment of hii health And now tho land hearted 
nobleman wrote to Mr Swinlon to ash whether ho, or 
any other &icnd of Sir Chorics Metcalfe, had been com 
mi^onod to look ont for qnartcxB for him m Calonttn? 

“ If », he added “ 1 beg to coqomnt yon that I ihall 
havo much plcniuro m accommodating him with ono 
or two gentlemen who may accompany him, with qnarterf 
at Goromment Houjc. Dot Metcalfe had mode other 
arrongementa and when ho reached Calcntto, at the latter 
end of August, he took np hu abode at the house of an 
old friend, Major Lockett, of tho OoDoge of Port "Wllliain 
— the tome Lome in Chownnghec which Sir Charlea had 
fbnnerlj oocnpied cm his own ooooimt. 

He amrod in Calcutta not m good health not m good 
spirits. He had restless nights, and an impaired appethe 
he felt the effects of morning labonr m erening beanness 
and lethargy The weather during the last weeks of 
August had been oloee and soltry but some heory &1U 
of ram early in September had cleared the stmoephero and 
lowered the temperataie. XVith this fsTourable change 
MetoaHe suddenly renred, and wrote to his friends at 
Hyderabad that he was as well as orer But his heart, 
untrarelled still fondly turned towards the Hyderabad 
Eemdency and he wrote that, altbcmgh he hml little eipeo- 
tation of such an i»t», he still hoped that some differ«ioe 

WritlBg CO tlie Mth of Aagust, be thns complateed of his 
health I hare addom been lea well iItt^ gince I parted from 
yoo. JIj nights axe restleta. 1 get Twy well through the days, 
dnring which I bare bem fhHj occupied, b»rt owliig to want of 
sleep, I am weary and Mhargle after dtnna- to a dlstreaatng 
ilegree." — On the Srd of B^Aemher he wrote, « tiTOorahle 
change of wtwther (min) had qnlto reatored him *■ I hare a good 
appetho at meals,” ha and aleep well at rdght. In blawt, I 
am as wcH as I ercr was.” 
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of opinion between Government nml binifclf rclalnc to 
the course of polic} to be pursued in (he Noith-'Wcst niiglu 
occasion Ins return to the Kesidciicy But this Iiope was 
soon abandoned , and on the 11th of September he wrote* 
“ !My sentiments as to the course to be pursued with the 
so^ eral refractory states* in (lie quni tti wluthcr I am going, 
seem to be appioicd and adopted by tlie Goicnimcnt ; 
and I am now only waiting for my nistructioiis, which I 
conclude will be in conformity with my recommendations 
I am not soiiy for the delay which has occuned, foi 
travelling by dawk would ha\e been scarcely practicable 
m Bengal during such weather ns we ha\o had.” 

On the first day of October, accompanied by John 
Sutherland, Avhora he described as “ the rcpresentaln c of 
the beloved circle at the Residency,” he commenced his 
journey to the North-'West He had been consoled by the 
receipt of many most affectionate letters from the members 
of that beloved circle, who deeply felt his icmoval from 
them, and he had been exciting himself, and with good 
success, to obtam the appointment of "Wells and Hislop to 
the Delhi tenitory Life is made up of compensations , 
and Metcalfe had need of all that could solace him at this 
time As he started amidst a deluge of ram, along roads 
xendeied almost impassable by the floods — a state of things 
soon to be exchanged for hot wnnds and blinding dust — 
Metcalfe, in the close sohtude of his palanqum, had many 
pamful reflections to disturb him There were circum- 
atances connected with his return to Delhi wdiich acted 
most depressmgly on his mind It is time that I should 
relate them 

Together inth the letter from Lord Amherst, which 
Metcalfe had received, towards the end of April, im itmg 
him to proceed again to Delhi, came another from Secre- 
tary Swmton, detaihng more fully the nature of the ofiice 
* See post, pp 32, et seq 
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or offices TThlch he Tnifl to be called tipon to filL It is 
neccfsary to tlie nght •tmdcrsliiiidiiig of tho matter that 
thu letter thonld be inserted hero — 

MR. GEonoE swnrrox to am. nniTUiTJ uetgaux. 

QiAnrtti, AprU 18, 1815. 

■IIt imiB Mtrroitx*, — latterftcm tboOoTcroor-Genaml 
Till hare explained to joa that ccmsldcratkau arliin; out of tbe 
Hffilr a of Jyepore, Alwur and Bhnrtpore, hare indceod the 
GoTcnunent to retolre on makliig aods ammEOnent bj ■whkb 
Sir Darid Ochteriony «h«JI nttfre from aedro employment cm a 
pemkn, n fonnerly anggo alo d by hlmadX 

** The G o rer um qrt la anxlom to oraO lUolf of tbo oppoTtnnitJ' 
vUdi will thoa be ailbrded foe agnls onploylng yon in a altnation 
of tba hlgfaeft trurt and tmpartance In Upper India, rq) o a h i g , af 
it doea, tbe ftHert ccnUdence In yoor cbaixrtfT fbr tal®t, jodg- 
tnetrt, flimneai, and experie n ce, and frdJng deeply ecmrloeed that 
the ftate of affilre la najpootana, aa ireQ aa the aueceaafbl con 
tool of oar poOtlctl tntseata la U»t (jnuter gmcrafly reqniTs at 
tbe p reaent momeat tbe awat aetiro and eaergetlo e xu dae of all 
tboee qnaliriea. 

* Tbe oatUne of tbe amoganent ccaUanplated la tbe rrant of 
yoorretam to Delhi, la u fi)Ikrv«>^ 

“Ton ▼trald be atyled Beddort at Delhi. In your political 
capacity yon mnild e te rcbe all tbo por m i and fimnsriy 

Appertaining to the oflW of Bealdont, tul Uheirlae tbe manage- 
ment of onr relatktna aith tbe atatea of Hijpootana. Tha geu^ 
coDtrol andanpertntmdcQceaf tbsaflklra ofllaiwahircmlddfiTolre 
on Ur Welkil^ 

“ With reapect to tho drfl tnanagemort of tho DdU torltorr’ 
■Qob a modl flctt loei of the Board la pc opu ae d aa ircaild remort tbe 
jeeaent monben Into the Doob^ and leart ytm ■with a neir member 
of yemr enm a e l ec tioc to aapeidnt«Dd tbe faitomal aflklri cf J)eIliL 
As senlar co mml nloDc yon woold bei, to all Intcnta aTwt 
the anperior local antbority In drO aa weD as p^ntwi matten, 
Trhllat tbe preaeirce of tbe jnnlar member would reUere you from 
a of labour and detail Thlcb, If Tested aoldy witb con* 

trol of tbe gaalatanta in ebarge, you might tlrwl Incocnpatlble with 
the attenttm doe to tbe more mgent and important fimctlona cf 
your office. 

“ GoT em mart propcaet to lli yonr aHonncei on tbe moat 
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liberal Fcnlo, '^uch a*; "ivill nu!em«if\ \ou fur tlie c'cpcusc rml 
Jiicom cmaicc im urrctl b\ }o» i» ri'inovuitr from Jljdcnibul to 
so distant a point ns Delhi, and arhuli ardi nt the Mime time 
correspond \'ith the hiph and import ml trust non tube tonfldetl 
tojou The details «i this imnpemont will be discussed and 
settled cither on the receipt of a our ansucr, or on \ our re it limp 
the Prcsidcnej . 

“To present am misconception on \our jnrt, I im directed to 
state to } on distinctly that the question of Sir Da\ id Ui hterlom ’s 
retirement does not depend on jour acctplmp or dcchnmp the 
proposal nou" made to joii IfGoxcninicnt hliould ht disappointed 
in its wish to mail itself of jour son ices ns his sucteasor, it must 
then look to the next best mau 

“I remnm, nij dear Jlctoalfc, 

“Yours scry sincerch, 

“ Gi oncfc SuiMox ' 

The subject glanced at in the concluding paragiaph of 
this letter t\as a, painful one, but befoie IMctcalfe had 
finally determined to proceed to Delhi, the question ashicli 
it suggested had been set at rest in anotlier u ay The 
brave and gentle spirit of David Ochterlony uas noiv to 
be no longer troubled by the ingratitude of mau lie had 
been translated to a llesidcncy avheic supercessions and 
removals are unknoun The intelligence of Sii David’s 
death greeted Metcalfe on his return to Calcutta The 
physical infiimities of the fine old soldiei had been for 
some time increasing upon him , but it is not to be 
doubted that the crisis uas piecipitated by sulFeimgs of 
another kind He beheved that he was unjustly tieated 
by the Government which he had so long and so faithfully 
served One wound was scarcely healed before anothei 
was inflicted He said that he avas disgraced , and saying 
so, turned his face towards the wall and died 

He died at Meerut on the 15th of July, 1825 On the 
4th of that mouth, he had written to, Metcalfe from the 
Shabmar Gardens, making no mention of his illness , and 
only a few days before, lie had spoken about his future 
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amiDffcment*, and discotirtcd of tlie plcnstrrc it iroold gtre 
Turn to bo Motcrdfo ■ near ncigMjonr and frequent comp* 
mom He contcanplatcd tbar joint occnjction of 
Sbolimar m Trldch them rrero ttireral good dwelling 
botuci and mueb pleasant and profitable conTemtioc 
both on private and public offldn.* Bat tlicso plecsant 
nnticipatioTii rrerc nerer realised. Beforo Metcalfe ■ heart 
Lad responded to tlus Inndlj invitation f tho band that 
penned it was stiH for cror Trurti^ of meeting hii old 
friend in the warm interconiao of pcnonol friendship, it 
waj Metcalfe a lot to prononnea hu Ay^d. On the mom 
ing of the 2Cth of September there vras a public me e t ing 
assembled in Colcotto for the pnrpoae of paymg a tnboto 
of respect to the memory of Srr David Ochterlony At 
this meeting Sir Charie* Metcalfe was requested to preside 
It was his duty therefore, to set forth the tnggts of the 
soldi er-fftwfrifrmsn and be did It with all the enthusiasm 
of genuine admiration and afleebon { The column which 

Ochtedfloy ht4 prmhasBd the p r o per ty from Metcalfe— bsd 
ac4d It to a astim, uid ttim re-porebased it, on thMUng the 
mss conddend th&l he bed done Ibe Qenarsl \ serrice. He now 
wrote to lletcaUb cShrln^ hltn the ase of his old iwY irf o. TUs 
armiffflieit, bo edded, “ of occej^teg a piece we ue both » 
fhod ot win Dot, I hope, be the mnr n dln g r w Ma to yon th«t it 
win sdniU of otrr brin g u madi together when yoa nwtkate, as 
jxrai bnsliieis wlli tdmlt of | end 1 promise to retire wbenerer I 
interfCTO with yror boon of ttady and hoilnets. Or rather wo 
win to settle It that I t h a fl nercir have to retire, by settling sooio 
rogolar syitom. TTie jdan pleaaes me much, and I «ixTl bo glad 

to bear that It b aocep^le to yoaL — ** •if-S 0»rs* 

■(• The fartriUgmee, cooTcyed to htm by hb brother from Delhi, 
must have reached Mrin a lf b aa he entered the ri Tg on bb way to 
Calcutta. 

J FPomaiictehofhbspeech,lnMetcalfc’il*DdwTitIiif I tak* 

the ftHowlng pamge — Dlatlngobbed In the highest degree both 
in the cabinet and tho field. It may truly be Mid that he was the 
pride of the Beegil army many of whose glorkKis achterementa 
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noA\ stands up conspicuousl} on tlie great plain of Calcutta, 
and IS seen alike from the decks of the sliijis l}ing in tlie 
riAcr, from tlic A\mdo\\s of Go\cinmcn(-lioube, fi-om the 
Acrandalis of the stately palaces of Chowringlicc, and from 
the green ramparts of Fort William, attests the result 
of the meeting at Ashicli ]\rctcalfc so afieclionalely pre- 
sided 

But neither this honest tiibutc, nor the more hollow 
commendations of the Goieimncnt in their obituaiy 
gazette -notice, nor the minute-guns 11111011 numbeied the 
years of the brave old man, could do an ay iiith the fact 
that he died behoving himself “ dishonoured ” The truth 
IS, that the supreme authorities had long been seeking an 
opportumty to compass Ochterlony’s removal from the 
high and most responsible office iihich he filled, not o nly 
as Kesident at Dellii, but as the chief representatii e of the 
British Government in Slalwah and Bajpootana The 
duties of such an office iveie too onerous for his declining 
years and faihng health In 1822-23 he had suffeied 
imder a total prostration of the nervous system — an often- 
recumng depression of spuits, almost amounting, as he 
said, to anguish of mind, which, without any assignable 
cause, would drive lum from the table or the company of 

are connected mth Ins renown, an lionour to the Company’s 
service, which in every hrandi loved his character and exalted 
his fame, and an ornament to the British community m India, 
which honoured lum m hfe, and deeply laments him m death We 
are not met to commemorate his private virtues, hut who that 
witnessed them ever cease to dwell on them ivith mmgled dehght 
and regret? They shed around his pnhhc lustre the cliarm of 
fascmation, and m addition to the enthusiasm excited by his 
exploits, drew towards lum irresistibly, and hound with indis- 
soluble attachment the hearts of all that knew him IsTever, 
perhaps, was there another so universally admired as a public 
man, at the same tune so generally and fervently beloved. Never 
was there another more calculated to wm affection, and when won, 
to preserve it for ever inthont diminution ” 
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hu Wends to rodolgo in solitido and tear*. Inocisant 
labour and tnnety Lad deWLtntcd hia rtrong framo end 
•tmlniiged hu ftxong mind and Li* medical attendant* had 
iniirtcd npon “ the absolnto necewity (jf refraining from 
Lnsine** os much a* pcwible not to engage in cxmlercnces 
that oonld tend to any oxatement to read nothing that 
reqnircd thought , and to imle only trhen he conld not 
help it, and then only a Lltle at a time if mental cicrtKm 
TTero mnch icqnired* “ Thi*, ho said, wnbng to Metcalfe 
in the later autumn of 1828 “i* the bnef hutory of 
my»elf for the last twclm month* — •ometimes bettor, 
sometunea irume but aeldom — perhaps I mi^t *ay 
nerer TrclL"* In Tsareniber ho mote that hi* health irn*' 
i mpru T i ng and that “ if die moted Eajpoot* mraH coa*8 
from their imqmuett he might hope to get mdl ” but on 
Oha*tmai*day he wrote to Metcalfe, admowledging that 
he “ really thought hi* age and inflnnitie* nnei^iial to the 
labour of hi* atoxioa, and that if Lord Amherst conld be 
pemmded that hi* pa*t temoe* of more than twenty year* 
in the diplomatio Ime entitled him to any conaideratiaii," 
he would moat willingly accept any office about Delhi 
would gire him a diminished salary and dignity, 

but an increase of case and lebore. And ha hwr^ authoruri 
MetaJfe to mate a comnnmicaban of tbn imtnre to Go- 
Temmwit. Bat it wo* not oonrement at tbi« tiTnn to effi»t 
ft change | and in the meimwhilfi, although he waa *H11 
crippled by the gout, and “ earned from rhir to Court," 
the health of the flue old General rer i y ed and with it 
rerired also hi* ambition, 

Oekitrimy to Metcalfe, October *4 1B23. MS Ctrrr^Na 
ddeet. 

■\ Ochteriony thoniht that the real reason of tl* of tha 

Goremmest, irtth ropoct to hi* otfcr was tt«t tbej dettred Ids 
absohde retiiTmcnt, and were looking ftr an ojijiortmlty to dftet 
It Perhaps he was light. 
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But circumstances ivere now evolving tliemselves in 
sucli a manner as to liuriy on tlie crisis whicli Ocliteilony 
believed the supreme autbonties desiied to precipitate 
There Avere troubles threatening us from the Bhurtpore 
quarter Twelve years before, we had desired to teach 
the Eajah what was his duty to the Biitish Government, 
but Ave had other employment then both for our money 
and oui troops, and we had suffered ourselves to be 
grievously msulted ^ But the strong measures for the 
settlement of Central India, which had been carried out 
Avith such great success, had induced a more pacific dis- 
position m the Bhurtpore chief, and for many years Ave 
seldom turned our eyes apprehensively towards the great 
Jat fortress Internal dissensions, hoAvevei, soon hurried 
.on the results, which would have foUoAved external hostdity 
The old Bhurtpoie Bajah, Eimjeet Singh, who had so 
obstinately defended himself agamst Lake’s army, died, 
leaving three sons, the eldest of Avhom succeeded, and died 
Avithout issue The second son then ascended the thionej, 
but a claim had been set up_by the third, on the ground 
that he had beeh'adopted by his eldest brother It was 
not, however, persevered m at the timfe. But Doorjun 
Saul was a man of energy and ambition, and it was 
beheved that the time was not far distant — for the Eajah’s 
infirmities weie gieat — Avhen he would make an effort to 
seat himself on the throne 

But the reigmng prince had a son, or a boy whom he 
called his son, and apprehensive of the designs of Doorjun 
Saul, he desued to obtam the pubhc recogmtion by the 
British Government of the nghtful heirship of the child. 
After some consideration and discussion, this w-^as granted. 
In the beginmng of 1825, the young Prmce was mvested, 
by Su David Ochterlony, with a dress of honour, and 
acknowledged as the heu-apparent. Soon afterwaids, his 
* See Vo] I, ChipterXI 
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father died and then tho tronblea irhich h»d been appro- 
bended broke ont openly and Tiokntlyi end Door^un Soiil 
attempted to n»urp the eorerdgnty of Bhurtpore. The 
citadel waB seiied tho yotmg Rajah -mu thrown into 
confinement, and the ^lijction of afiairB -was nolcntty 
aistinvd, by the ninrper On this, Ochtoriony, with 
chamctenstio spirit energy, iasued a proclAms tk m, 
calling u pon the people not to desert thar nghtfol 
itoTcreign who would be supported by the authority of the 
Bntuh Goremment, backed by a military force that was 
already aasembling An<t this was no empty threnh There 
was no hope of successful negotiation so Ochteriony put 
the force which he boi^ assembled in motion and would 
hare flung It at once upon Bhnrtpore if peremptoiy 
orders {him tho SupresM) Gorammeiit had not come to 
arrest its progreai 

For this preopilate mommeat, Ochteriony was Beverely 
oensmed. The opportniuty long longht for had now 
arrired. It was intended t^t the censure should indnoe 
the high-spdrrted old General to throw trp his appointment. 
And he resigned, \a8 it was expected ho would. “I 
resigned, he wrote to llotcalfe, ‘because I felt myself 
abandoned and dishonoured, for all their sophistry and 
tergiTBrtation cannot do away one fret ackn^ledged in 
their own despatch. I could not, in coarse 

Bilbngagate, express my opinion of what I still think endent 
to erery •anderstanding on a companion of the letters, one 
Buthonsing and the other dciqmig the inr^tltTire its 
Tolue. If he added, “whan I appbed to you, they 
had met my wishes cordially such was the state of my 
health and my nerrous system, that I should hare bVissed 
and gratefully acknowledged the pTonilou land, humane, 
and generous but to rvrert to it at a moment when they 
knew Tsj stsrte of health had not any cermooiian with my 
retiremeait, is a palpable bit of hypocrisy and disnma 
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lalion, iNhicli tluougliout was tinnecossar}' ; foi a liiiit, as 
I hare told you, •\\ould Imic beeu quite sufficient, as I 
ha\e ever been too proud to force my sen ices uhcrc they 
ere not acceptable 

But at the bottom of this cup of bitfcmess there ueie 
a few s^\ eet drops of consolation It cheered the old man j 
at timc» to think tliat he Mould be succeeded at the Delhi/ 
Residency by Ins “ dearest Charles,” by one endeared to 
him by an unbroken intimacy, and a close correspondence 
of twenty years’ duration, by one Mhoiii, the icteraii Mas 
Mont to say, ho Mould haie loved as a son, if he had not 
looked up to him m ith so much i cncration j “ It is my 
intention,” he MTote to hlctcalfe, .i month before his 
death, *' to liv my residence at Delhi, and the only grati- 
fication I have experienced in all the injustice and hypo- 
ensy I have met ivith is, that they have selected you to 
repair and remove the evils which haie long been pie- 
lalent here, and have done me the honour of selecting 
you as my successor m the (Rajpoot) principahties, which 
I regard as a comphment” But neither such reflected 
honour as this, nor the prospect of many pleasant hours 
in Metcalfe’s society at Shalimar, ^ould heal the wounds 
that had been inflicted on the old man’s sensitive heart 
The letters in which he spoke of the anticipated reiuuon 
ivith his old fnend, were almost his last He left Delhi 
early m July, seeking change of air, and reached Meerut 
only to die 

It would have been stiange if these melancholy circum- 
stances had not rendered Metcalfe’s return to Delhi pecu- 
harly painful to him There were others, too, which 
increased the acuteness of these sensations Hot the least 
of his distresses arose out of a correspondence which 
occurred at this time between Metcalfe and his old 
assistant, Wdham Fraser, who desired again to be asso- 
* Ochterhivj to Metcalfe, June 16, 1825 MS. 
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anted TTith in tlio admimitrahon of the DeDu temtory 
They been nt variance Trith each other m former 
dayi. Hetcalfij behered that 'WlUUm rrascr had been 
CFTer-tp«mlatiTC, too much diipoBcd to pnt hu oini 
theoriei into practice ffrut this Fmscr mrw ncknon’lcdged 
■with a manly candour n f pinV sincerity moet hononrable 
to the ehmacter of tho roan, bnt he laid at the same 
time, that be "mia now groatly oltcred, Metcalfe behered 
that they Trero not likely to proceed amicably together 
but ignmrt this inppotition Fntfor protested and with 
touching eorncftncta decUrod his c ou Tiction that the day 
Tnu not far distant irhen Metetlfo would think otherwise 
orha dmracter 1 have but one half of tho correspondence 
before me, and cannot, therefore dwell upon the subject 
I only allnde to it m iQasbratlon of tho many pninfhl 
ennromnentj of Metcalfe e poaitio'D on his retnrn to tho 
Delhi Residency 

■But there was shmng ■work before him at this time 
and soon aH pnrote oaonderations 'rrere absorbed m the 
paramount urgency of the pnblio aflkirt which now called 
for hii undmdfld nttmrticai. Ipn the 21it of October 
Metoalfa omTcd ot Tvpii In the beginning of Tforember 
the camp of the Resident rnis pitched outside the inills 
of the imperial aty, and he promptly couunenced his 
anarch •for Bhurtpure. ^ 

I have briefly Tiamitcd tho rlw ninahmpf^ of the ■usuipa- 
bon of Door^nn SonL It has been shown too that the 
measures undertaken by Sir David Ochterlony for the 
chastisement of the niurpcr 'were conceived, by the supreme 
authorities at Cnlontta, to bo preajitatB and unwise. It a» 
certnm that an unsnocawfol attempt upmi Dh urtp oro 
would hare bad the worst poasibla effect upon the minds 
cf the ohirfi and the -people of India. Eanggerated 
accounts of out 'want of success m Burumh Ird reached 
them, and nlroody were they beginning to indulge In idle 
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speciilatious on the doAvnfall of the Company’s Maj ]\Ioie- 
over, •when Ochterlony took the field, the supreme autho- 
rities had not yet come to the determmation of bieakmg 
through those principles of non-interference to which they 
then professed to adhere* It was not until Metcalfh 
anived at Calcutta that they were impressed uith a sense 
of the expediency of resortmg to measures of the most 
■vigorous kmd 

Called upon to state freely his opimons, he drew up an 
elaborate mmute on the state of our relations ivith Bhurt- 
pore,f not, as it has been seen, without some expectation 
that his opimons would not meet with due response from 

*' It should he said, too, that since Ochterlony's moTement the 
progress of events had rendered the necessity of mterference more 
apparent “In the first place,” to use the ivords of a resolution 
of the Governor- General m Council, “the uncertamty which then 
prevailed regarding the ultenor -views and mtentions ofDooijun 
Saul has been completely set at rest by Ins open, unegmvocal 
usurpation of the style and titles, as' well as the authority of 
hlaharajah, or sovereign of Bhurtpore In the second place, a 
schism has now taken place among the people of the conntiy, 
who before appeared to he united in favour of Doorjun SauL 
The party of the usurper is opposed by that of his brother 
Madhoo Smgh, who has seized the fort of Deeg and a consider- 
able part of the territory Hence have resulted the most senous 
mtemal anarchy, bloodshed, and commotion The tranquilhty of 
our adjoining district of Agra is, therefore, exposed to considerable 
hazard. Doorjun Saul here called upon all the chiefs and leadmg 
men of his tnhe, whether residmg witlnn the Bntish territory or 
that of Bhiutporc, to take part m the quarrel , many of our sub- 
jects have, m consequence, flocked to his standard , and we know 
from the Akhars, and other sources of mtelhgence, that parties of 
aTined men are continually pouring m from the neighhourmg 
states of Ulwur, Jyepore, and Gwahor, which will probably them- 
selves, ere long, he drawn into the quarrel [ilf5 Records ] I 
am not sure that this paper has not been published 
f And also of IJlwur and Jyepore Of these I shall speak pre- 
sently 
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Government At the ccnnmcnccmcnt of tlua paper he laid 
down the follownig pTopemUona 
“ yft baT«, Ijy degreot, becoroo the pamoonrit State of India. 
Altbonth m €xerclaod the powcri of thi» mprcnjacy hi many 
inttancet before 1817 iro hare oaad and aaaerted them tnore gene- 
rally ■irwti the coUtcncQ of oar tnllocnco by the ercntj of that and 
the feUcnring year It then become an oetnblUhed principle of 
onr policy to Tn«l"t«Jp bmnqoQU^ among all the atatca of India, 
■Pit to pterent the anarchy and mlimle which were likely to 
dlatnih the general peace. Sir John Ualcolm a pmeedhtgi In 
Italwah were foremed by thU principle, aa wtdl aa thon of Sir 
Darld Ochterioey In the aue of aocceaxion to a principality It 
Meant clearly hicmnbeit on at, with reference to that principle, 
to TCfoae to acknowledge any bat the lawfhl ncccaaor at other 
wiae we ihooM throw the weight of oar power into the KOle of 
Ufoipatkm and In^ntdcc.’* 


The boeae Oortromeot iSt ap p roied of the acntlaCDtt ex 
pieued bi tUt and other paatagea of Metcalft t manoTsndmn 
glrai tn the text Ihe Beset Cooimlttee obaerre i— T7e cannot 
pajaoTs vtthoQtnobcetbelnipnrtastineaio^rsndam of Sir Chari et 
Uetcahh, which Ibrtnt an etchwaie to yoor deapatofa of the 16th 
of September Str Charlea HetcdUe ha# thcra endeaTonred to 
catahhih the neceadty and {oopriety of Britiah biterihmice In 
the toccearioc and bttemal c o pccnia of independent nattre pu ro a 
to an extent in which we cannot coixnr ( and the high aenae 
which we entertahi of the ahlUty and ■errix** of that gnitle- 
nan, makea it ODly the more neeeoary that wo riumld dlftlnctl^ 
expi e u oar (Buett from bla oploiocia on tbwt tnldctd. 

Wa cannot admit that the axtenaloQ of oor power by the amnta 
oT'lhe yean 1817 1818 haa In any degree extended onr right of 
hiteifbncico in the internal ceskotu of other itatei, except in ao 
£ir as that right haa been eaUWlihed by tratr If the moat 
n nr p eruixa and powerful party In an independent principality la' 
lEipoaed to admit of a ^ttn^ In the order of ntccoaako, and to 
acknowledge any oths than the Ititeal rooccaor we bare ndtbn* 
the right nor the duty to act aa Bopnme Guardlana of I*w and 
Right, and aa inch to coaatitnte onradrcs jodgta of the Talidlty 
of the title of the p c ion who exandaea tha ftmetknu erf Ooretn 
meet. It U hnpo^dble to preacribe by iVHiniff. rnka the exact 
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Metcalfe’s siixute 

In accoi dance Tvitli tTiese pnnciples, ^Metcalfe dcclaied 
that we were hound, “as supieme guaidians of general 
tranquillity, law, and right, to maintain the legal succession 
of the Rajah Bulwunt Singh ” TJns duty he declared was 
so imperative, that he attached no peculiar importance to 
the act of investiture, on which Ochterlony had laid so 
much stress Being a child, it ivas necessary that a 
regency should he appointed to superintend the adminis- 
tration of the titular chief , hut the conduct of his uncle, 
Dooijun Saul, who waslus natural guardian, h^ rendered 
it impossible that we ^liould nominate lum to the head 
of the admimstration, and the temper of his brother, , 
Madhoo Smgh, was at least doubtful “ If,” wrote Met- 
calfe, “ Dooijun Saul persist m his usurpation, and retain 
possession of Bhurtpore, it ivill he necessary to dislodge 
him by force of arms Madhoo Singh,* in that case, will 
either join his brother in opposing us, in which event 
he will be subject to the same exclusion from the Bhurt- 
pore territory, or he wiU act with us on the side of the 
Rajah, which would give him a claim to consideration ” ‘ 

It was possible, however, that Boorjun Saul, on the 
appearance of our meditated hostihties, would propose 
to relmqmsh his usurpation of the Raj, and stipulate for 

moment or circumstances m which mtervention may become 
necessary, but we feel it an mdispensable duty to repeat to you 
that the danger by which it is to bp jusbfled must be actual and 
immediate, not contmgent and remote ” — [Secret Committee to 
Governor- General in Council, March 26 , 1826 MS Eecords'] 

* Of this man’s position Metcalfe wrote m another passage 
“ OngmaUy engaged with Doorjun Saul m the violence which 
established the power of the latter, he has now separated himself 
from him, affecting to denounce lus usurpation, and to uphold the 
right of the mfant Eajah If Madhoo Smgh he smeere m these 
professions, he may redeem his past feult, and may be useful m 
re-establisbmg the^Govemment of EajabBulirunt Smgb, m which 
it might not perhaps he necessary to exclude him from the admi- 
nistration ” 
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confirnlaUan ra the Bogtaicy, and thu 'mi* a contxugcocy 
■for "which ■pTtmium shonld bo tasdo. Hott it mi* to be 
met Metcalfe nercr doubted, “ Thi* ho said, " mrold bo 
o contmuatiou, m ft modified ihapc, of the uturpfttion 
•nhich ho effected by violcnco m contempt of our rnpre- 
maev It mruld not bo possible to obtain onj security 
for tbo safety of tho young Bajah, lloot^un Soul, ^ho 
1 * cither the next heir or at least o pretender to the Eaj ” 
Moreorer it mia proboblo that such an arrangement 
TTouId bo resisted by Modhoo Singh so that in attemptuig 
to OTOid hostflities mth ono brother rre trere likely to 
come mto coUIsioq mth the other, and lo e*tabli*h on 
alhonco mth the rrorse for the subjection of the better 
of the two “ "We are not, contmned Metcalfa, “ called 
upon to etpouiQ the cause of eitliex brother, and if m» 
must act by force it 'would seem to be desirable to banuh 
both but of the two, Madhoo Singh seems to be tbo 
most respectablo m cbaxacter, and the greatest faroicote 
with hii countrytaerL** On thewhoJo hotmer be declared 
** that it wu diiEoult at that early stage siid at a distmce 
irom tbo sceno of oporabon* to dfUrrmYn* more t^PT^ that 
the lucoession of the Rajab Bulwunt Singh must be 
TQflintainfid, and such a regenoy estahluhed dmisg his 
minority may be proeorlbed 1^ the custom* of the state 
with duo security for the presoraticai of hi* safety and 
'h\a Tight*." 

That thi* could be effected by peacefiil n^otmtion ■was 
liltlo probable but Metcalfe saw clearly that m such ft 
cotyuncture ■war might not bo without its uses 
* HestrttiiB,’’ he Mid, * m it nadcnlitedty b that our dlir«*nce* 
•vtih ell these states sbcnld ba settled wiUxiat haTiog mMui w ta 
arm*, there will not bo wantfais ■ jnif ccs of cviwfjHtWTn if we bo 
compefled to that extremity In each of these states ocr inpr^ 
sMiey hii ben rloktcd or slighted, onder a perxoaskn that ee 
were prorented by qrtantiwnqts elsewhere fttan foffldenUy 
T T^w i f i ng the todlsTdty A display and tlgcrotis extg e is o of our 
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pow'er, if rendered necessarr, Tronld be Lkol}' to bring biclc men’s 
nunds m that quarter to a proper tone , and tlie capture of 
Bliurtpore, if effected m n glonous manner, ivould do us more 
■honour throughout India, by a renerral of the lutherto unthded 
impression caused by our former failure, tlian any other event that 
can be conceived.” 

^ ‘Whatever doubts the further development of the gxeat 
plot of the Bhurtpore drama, since tlie disgrace of Su 
David Ochterlonj, may have left in the minds of the 
Governor-General and his advisers, they were now dissi- 
pated by the reasomng of Sir Charles Metcalfe And on 
the 16th of September a resolution was passed by the 
Governor-General in Council, declaring that, “impressed 
with a full conviction that the esistmg disturbance at 
Bhurtpore, if not speedily qmeted, would produce general 
commotion and mterruption of the pubhc tranquiJhty in 
Upper India, and feehng convmced that it was their 
solemn duty, no less than their right, as the pai amount 
power and conservators of the general peace, to interfere 
for the prevention of these evils, and that these evds 
would be best prevented by the mamtenance of the suc- 
cession of the rightful heir to the Eaj of Bhurtpore, whilst 
such a course would be in strict consistency with the 
uniform practice and pohcy of the Bntish Government 
in aU analogous cases, the Governor-General in Council 
resolved that authority be conveyed to Sir C. T. Metcalfe 
to accomplish the above objects, if practicable, by expostu- 
lation and remonstrance, and should these fad, by a resort 
to measures of force ” V, 

There was htde doubt that they would fad On the 
very day on which this resolution was passed, a letter was 
addressed to the Adjutant-General of the army, directing 
him to “ request the Commander-m-Chief to take measures 
for holdmg m readiness a force adequate to the piompt 
reduction of the prmcipal fortresses in the Bhurtpore 
coimtry, and for carrymg on mihtaiy operations in that 

c 2 
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quurtcT on tie requisition of the Ucildent, Sir Clmrics 
iletcalfe." Tbe power of pcoco or war Tnis oomnuUed to 
tie of tie l^olM I^etident, os ooo sure to tuo it witi 
judgment find moderation, but, if" need be with promp- 
titude and Tigour Tie coiir*o iriloi bad been finaHy 
adopted, not Trithont modi rdnctanco on tie part of 
GoTemment, wat empiatJcnlljr hia own and he had been 
told tint tie rcsponiibUity waa hi* — that the efetj of 
India wa* in hi* keeping Bot ho was not one to Bhiink 
from any kind of respondbiUtj 'What he always mort 
dreaded was control 

TVhen Metcalfe qmtted Colootta, it appeared that war 
was iDaSTitable. When ha reached Delhi it TTas itfll more 
epparect Exhortation and remonstrance eonld do nothing* 
attitndo of Dooijun Saoi was hostile and defiant. On 
the S5th of Norember Motoalfe usned a prodamatioQ 
declaring that the Bntuh Gorenanent had determined to 
rapport the cJuimj of the infant Fnnce, Bulwtmt Bingi 
Our troops were ready The Commander m-C3iief Lord 
Combermere, was prepared to take the field. Oa the Gth 
of Deoember he met his political ooHeagoe m camp The 
authority Tested in tic latter to set tie army m motion 
was now exercised and ho himsolf prepared to aooompany 
it to tie walls of Bh ur tpora. 

* Hecari tilted lu I tm to condeore nmo partkoj of tbe iMira 
tire,! bare ntaetsnUy cKnttted inore espcdal meitlaD ofUetalft * 
letlm to I>onrjao Soul od Ifadhrm RhrgTi. Tbzj were muter 
phees of tbeir kind, and exdted grwt edmiratkm to Olcotla. 
“ I WM nnich dotlgtited," wrote Chief Secretary Swinton, * wtth 
joar letter* to Dooejao Saul and Uadhoo Btogb. Tbey are modela 
of coTTcqwndcDce wbb nattre chlefa. Tour letter aboot 

Jotah Ram U alao excellent. ISt ka'dablp akl that it wu tbe first 
Iftter on thla poailed suiiject whldi he eoold nuderstani” In 
another letter he aJiya “ Socceas to ywnr meainret at Bergen-op- 
TAiwn 1 Too know iny aentlmarta u to your way of doing baii- 
with natlre genttemcn. IVmt Bocnjon Bc^ bu canght a 
Tartar In TOO, and knem ft, I dare say ■ 
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'J he mlnclioii of tliii- foi mulablc J.uit foil res*; had long 
been esteemed by ^Metcalfe a ncce^‘:arv condition of the 
tranquillity' of Uppei India Foi nioi-c than twenty years 
it Ind seemed to snort defiance at the a ictonous Fennghec'' 
PrctcKb fora hostile nioitmcnf against its possessors liad 
not been waimng bcfoio, but it had been deemed expedient 
to abstain from an cftbit a\liich required a a ast expenditure 
both of men and of money to secure its success This 
aery' forbearance had increased tlic prestige of the impreg- 
nability' of the fortress and the piesiimption of its owncis. 
The walls of the palace were said to lm\c been co\crcd 
oacrwitli mde caiicatmcs illustrative of the ignominious 
defeat of the Bnlisli armies So long as the place was 
held by' men who disicgardcd onr fnendship and were 
careless of onr enmity, it seemed to taunt us with our past 
iailures, and to be a rallying-point foi all the presumptuous 
hopes, tlie disappointed ambition, the lanbling discontent 
that might still be fostering in Upper India I^Ietcalfe had 
witnessed our early failures , he had speculated on their 
causes, he had himself found, some years later, an insolent 
antagonist in the Rajah of Bhurtporc, and had deplored 
the necessity' which compelled Lord Minto to 'keep the 
sword in the scabbard under so great provocation lie 
knew that sooner or later the time must come for the 
1 eduction of a place the possessors of which, relying on its 
strength, ivere continually W'Oiking ns grieious annoyance 
And nowr the hour ivas at hand, and he himself W'as 
directing the armies which wreie to pluck this thorn from 
our side 

The two divisions of Lord Combermere’s army — the one 
under General Nicolls, the other undei General Reynell — 
broke ground from Agra and Muttra on the 7tli and 8th 
of December Eager to gam time, which, whilst he was 
organizing his means of defence, W'as everything to him, 
Dooijun Saul renew'ed his con espondence wnth Metcalfe 
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Bat lio TTM oddresnng a man who Imow ttcII how to fiUhom 
tho guile of natire olueij!, and who waj not to bo bctrmjed 
into tho loss of a tingle hour by^ any inch thaUoir 
prctcDca for delay The EngUih diplomatist rood tho 
nt iu p uf I lettcn, and answered them. Bat the array 
adynneed steadily on Bhurtpom. 

It has been teen what were Mdcalle s opimoni regarding 
tho folly of attempting to imdertake any great military 
operationa with nBuffiaent means- To inch ororweening 
reliance m tho power of British troops to overoomo all 
obstaoles he attributed the dlsoston which &Dm tune to 
tune had orertaken our arms ho had norer ceased to 
protest against the wickednes* of risking failure when, 
humanly ipenldr^ by apportioning our irtanm to tho 
magmtiide of the aid to be accomplished, mcccas was 
within our reach. It was graphically said by an old 
Dctrre, who m 1805 hod seen freon the wnlls of ]^ ar t p oro 
the British array adTonoiog that it locked on the plain 
below UVa two mmiago processions. This great rardinnl 
error was not now to bo committed again. A fine force of 
all arma, with a powerfdi battenng-tnim and some of the 
ablest amentlfio officers m the country was now moring 
against the redoubtable Jant fortress. It was soon teen 
thst the war in the South East had not drained ini^n of 
her troops. The very flower of the Indian army intent 
on a great enterprise, was now oseemblod m tho harth 
TYest It was a eeason of intense exatement and there 
iToro those who beliered that the fete of the British Indian 
Empire depended upon the issue of the co ming struggla y' 
The military details of this memorable siege do not 
rightfblly belong to such o momenr as thu. lletcaJfs had 
now placed tha conduct of afEilrs in the Imndi of the 
Commander-in'Chief and for a while he becamo littlo 
more than a spectator Bnt he was a tree soldier at heart, 
lie was continnsDy in coromumcatlon, personally or by 
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letter, witli Loid Coniberracre tiud tlie geueials of division, 
or entertaining tliem in Ins tent , and lie m atclicd the pro- 
gress of the siege "with intcnsest interest, eagci to take pai t 
in the affray And i\hen alone in camp, -with no immediate 
busmess before him, he nas studjnng all the boohs nithin 
his icach on the attach of foitificd places '' From time to 
time his hopes of success fluctuated painfully , he had 
no sustained conviction that all tlie appliances at oui 
disposal -would be concentrated upon the great vorh before 
ns He thought that he saw eindences of a lecuiTcnce to 
the old system of leaving everything to chance 

“ We are not getting on here as I hke,” he ivrote on the Cth of 
January “At one tune we were, and I had great hopes that the 
place "would be taken scientifically, Avithout nsk or loss I haa e 
now no such expectation We are to storm soon — and -with tlie 
usual uncertainty We may succeed, aud I hope that we shall , 
but we may fad — and whether we succeed or fail -wtII depend upon 
clmuce. The business wiU not be made so secure as I thought it 
would be, and as I conceive it ought to be What we have brought 
together our large means for I do not understand, if nsk is to be 
incurred at the end of our operations It would have been better 
tried at the beginnmg We nught have taken the place m the 
first Iiour,f and we may take it now But much as I shall rue it, 
I shall not be surprised if we fail It staggers my opimon to find 
General IBcoUs confident, but I caimot surrender my judgment 
even to his on this point absolutely, and I remain anxious and 
nen ous lify opmion -will not be altered by success, for I shall 
still consider it as the work of chance We ought not to leave 
anything to chance, and we are domg it with regard to everything 
Either our boasted science is imavadable or unavaihng agamst 
Indian fortifications, or we are now about to throw away our 
advantage I shudder both for Nicolls and for [Sutherland. The 
former, I thmk, may pensh m carrying on his difficult attack, and 
the ardour of the latter -wiU carry him into unnecessary danger. 
God preserve them both, and save us from the not improbable 


* A book which he read ivith much pleasure and profit at tlus. 
time was Lake’s “ Sieges of the Madras army” 
t This was said of Sebastopol m 1855, and of Delhi m 1857^ 
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ccftt»CTucrQCC« of our fijlly Tou will hore good newi or bod my 
^^ooo.” 

But the army before Blinrtpore did not neglect to nrall 
iteelf of the appliancci of Eiffopcan gcjcncc. The nttnro 
of the TTorta rendered U dilBcnlt^ iT not iniposiible to 
deitroy them by the fire of our brcflcUing battens*. It 
Trnj detcnmnedi therefore, to mine the ■millj ot what wero 
conaidcred the moat mlneiublo pointa. On the morning 
of the 18th of January three nunc* woro exploded. The 
mo«t important of them uitdor tho north-snrt caTnlier 
oontnmed ten thouaand peunda of gunpowder Oitr itorm 
mg column B under NlcoUa and Eeycell then adranccd. 
There wna a nughty nuiaaicro and a gitsit Buccots. Eight 
thousand of the enemy were alam and the Brituh euogn 
wvnng over the far fiuned citadel of Bhuitpore ecattered 
the trodittoo* of oenturlo to the wind* ond deolarod that 
nothing wn* beyond tbs power of the mdltary geniu* of 
■^the Fennghee*. 

The old soHiorly matiocta which more than twen^ 
year* before had aent tho ** little stormer into the breach 
at De^ now again homed him to tho liont. TTith eager 
intorest, ho had watched tho great eiplomon from a con 
Tenient battery and when the a ter ming oolomna nioended 
the hill of rubbuh, beanog that Lord Combonnere intended 
to enter the breach, he pnahed up tho aaccut, with aomo 
members of the chief* ttofi*, and wna toon on the crest of 
tho breach * ^ 

From a letter written by MetenUb tfam year* iftarwardi, to 
Lard Combemere, reUtlr* to an Inddont of tho ioTolTliig 

a qoaatloa relttlag to tUe dalma of a ■nUT-offleer to baoaruj 
dl*tincdna» I find to HbOowiaf gamga CllaatrotlTe ct bU ^ortlci- 
P*tkm In tho ftonni — " I left th* batttry ” wrote Jretcalfe, " in 
order to Jobi tbe Co tnrT ii m d fr tO'Ctdet^ oc *oow ^rmptoin or Intel 
Ugoice hl« ExccUeacT'i IntenUoo of goln^ up to breach. Mj 
memory wai Im p r^oed with the rccoUcctkai of hartng fidkrwrd 
Beation aloog tbe trench ftom the battery in which wo had irtt 
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From the following lettci, a\ ratten a feu days after waids 
in camp, to his young friend, Lieut Hislop, his impres- 
sions of the storm may he gatheied — 

“ Camp before Bliurtporc, January 23, 1826 
. Iliad written thus far on tlic 17th, -when I was 

interrupted We stormed on the 18th It ins a gloiious atlair, 
and our success uas most complete Sutherland accompanied 
General Nicolls, who commanded the storm on the left It was a 
proper place foi Sutherland, and I could not object to his being 
there. I was afraid at , one time that he u as bent on somethmg 
iwsh Complete as our success has been, ire have had a narrow 
escape from a most disastrous defeat We can now see that 
neither the right bieach nor the left, both made by battering, were 
practicable The engmeers very properly refused to 

report the breaches practicable, and by their stcaduiess we were 
saied from mcalculable misfortune Different breaches were 
subsequently made, both to the nglit and to the left, by mining, 
and by these our columns stormed One of tlie min es was sprung 
immediately before our advance, and blew up the north-east angle 
of the place It had been earned under the ditch, and was the 
work of many days The enemy does not seem to have been 
aware of it, and altogether they faded m countcrmmmg us, and did 
nothmg themselves creditable m the way ot mining Our first 
mmes were bimghng, but the latter ones were i ery grand That 
to the nght did a great deal of miscluef to ourselves, for the 
people assembled m tlie trenches were too near, and the explosion 
of the mme took effect outwards It was a grand sight, and was 
immediately followed by that of the adi ance of the stormmg 
columns up the two grand breaches, that on the left advanced first 
on the signal of the explosion of the rmne, and that on the nght 
immediately afterwards Both mounted the breaches steaddj’’, 
and as qmckly as the loose earth and steepness of the ascent nould 


nessed the success of the nght and left attacks m the carrymg of 
both breaches, towards the posibon m which we had 1^ your 
lordship I missed you, and understaudmg that you had gone up 
the breach, I followed. In the breach I was entangled m a regi- 
ment of native infantry then mountmg, and was on the nght of it 
when we reached the top I then found that your lordship was on 
the cavaher on the left, and m order to reach you, I had to cross 
the column ’ 
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admit uid attiinod the rammit iritboot oppoaltkin. It vu a 
mort mlnmtlng ■peotade. I had poetcd myielf wbcro I »i»’ tho 
Trbole porfecUi' Tho inrtaiit hdhre I had ■eperated mj^df from 
tho CommiiDdcr In-^Chlc^ becatoo in the poaJtko which he had 
to tbo right of the angle of tho fort, one conld not aee the 
left mTimm, and weDt to a hottoy which garo a Tlew of both 
breachea, and the angle whoro the mine ww to bo ipruLg 1 
coogratnlttto myielf cm haring done at^ for manj abont thc> Com 
nviniW ta-Cblef wore killed or bmlaed by the oploiian of cmr 
mine, and bli crwn oacape waa aarpiitliig. TTie other ftffta of tbo 
conntry are fkJUng withont oppoaidon I treat that the efiect will 
bo good ererywhere. Wo hare now to Ki np B^ah Bolwimt 
Singh a OoreninKDt, and to (Bapoao of Eoor Madboo Singh, who 
boa bem playing a dooble game, and therefore cawa aome 
cmhaTmacDgDt I with that he had Joined hla hrether Dooijim 
Seal, for hla neotrallty waa of no real aerrlce, and we woe obligod 
to take the aame procanlknu againat him oa if he had been an open 
ODcmy but I moat not drag yon Into load pelitka, which I hare 
not Hm* to explain fliDr ” 

It u pleocant to timt from the pctoio of wsr and 
cainnge 'wbioh thia letter gn gg eata, to the cozdemplaticiii of 
the Delhi Eesident, before Bhnrtpore, seated qmetlj in hu 
tont a fortnight after the aiege, forgetiing the trembled 
politics of Hnjpootann, and diacnasmg EdgenprortLs 

Dorels. The following from o letter to the aome corre- 
spondent, is too chaructanstio to be omitted, even if I did 
not clemre to insert it, for the soke of the cxmtmt it 
presents to the foregoing • 

It ihowi bow hla mhld WU thwn rHny tn y ^ u it L-rnj rlrmg tO 
the tbonght of the nerer te<bo-attilDed dignity cf an Independent 
loember (f Parhaffient. TbereUalaoiuiotlwrcfaaracteilftlopaaaBgo 
In the mine letter wtddi I caimot bring myKlf to reject. After 
(penldng of nciM nxaa^a whlcli had been mode In coDiecinenceof 
a elicmiataBce '•^h hW lerfatanco of the " jimtder of tho 

lOiam, he fctfiBSiy oheerree “I am grtling caDcnia to anoh 
Injoatkrcv My rtportence at Uyderabod baa tanght mo aotao 
tuefbl laaooa I and though it glrea me a w taau opinloD of hunan 
nature ♦>«" I bad before, It will mako me, IndlrldnaDy leia Oable 
to annoyance, by making mo less anxVBij regarding the opinion of 
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“ Camp Bliurtporc, February 2, 182G 
“ I glory m your views JEncourage ambifaon, and look to tlie 
Ingliest point I have noticed before, I think, ivlmt Jolinson says on 
tins head— something to the following effect, but better expressed — 

‘ He who aims at the highest pomt may not succeed m Teacliing it, 
but he will reach higher than the man who aims lower ’ Ambition, 
accompamed by the conviction that nothmg is great but what is 
good, must tend to elevate mmd and heart, and makeun illustnous 
and virtuous character Ton ipust, of course, be on your guard 
agamst disappomtments, for the world aboimds with them, but 
you will have a sure defence m rehgious and devout feehngs, 
which of themselves produce happiness, and without which there 
IS none The state of mind descnbed m your letter is exactly 
what I would wish you to have I agree with you in the opmioii 
that you want steadmess , but this will come, and I neier knew 
one so young as you who had it more m essentials In short, my 
dear boy, I expect that you will be everythmg excellent, and 
beheve that you are so already, m the most important respects I 
am glad that you have read ‘ Patronage ’ My recollection is not 
so fresh as to enable me tou.ccompany you into a review of all the 
cliaracters m their mce distmctions, but I recollect generally the 
1 irtues and beauties of those of the Percy famdy I thmk that 
Mr Percy’s character would have been exalted by the perform- 
ance of the duty of an mdependent member of Parhament, 
but Miss Edgeworth perhaps doubted the existence of such an 
imconimon personage It is an admirable work, and if I had time 
I should be disposed to read it again It is the fasluon to abuse 
such works, as if tliey were unworthy to be read, except m mere 
idleness My opimon of them is, that they are calculated to 
produce a vast deal of good, and that they liave more effect on the 
mmd and heart than any other kmd of readmg ” 

But we must return again to war and politics “ Aie 
3 on not contented — can any one be otbeiuise?” wrote 
Nicolls to Metcalfe, after the sioge He was contented. 
The e\ ent had exceeded his expectations ; and he felt an 

others Goodwill to all does not produce a reciprocal feeling, 
right niotii es do not ensure general respect To obtain populantv, 
public interests must be sacrificed to private These are the 
lessons which I have learned at Hj derabnd, but God forbid that I 
should 01 or be si\ .a\ cd by them ” 
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iocxpreisiblo relief* ‘ Tlio contrait," rroto liu old friend 
Battanrorth Boyloy, thcan a member of the Sapremo 
Council, ‘ between your feolinga, at the *aino phu», trrenty 
years ago and those at the moment when you reached the 
interior of the citadel on the 18 th, must hare been 
ffufficiantly forcible." Forcible they were, indeed. Con 
gratulotion* now coma in firom all quarter! none more 
genmno tbsn those whicli came from Calcutta. Doubt and 
unoertainty had rdgned there for aomo time. All sorts of 
ertramgant ramoars forced their Tray into circulation. 
Metcalfe ■ own letten had not diminished the norons 
nnxipty of the Govemment. And in proportion to the 
depreesion in which they hod before been sunlr was now 

* He did not, howorer beUsre that tnj Ttsy dJjattrooj cosiio* 
qacDcei woold bare attended oar tiHim. la a coondl mimrte 
wdUoi tTD or three 70011 oitGrvardj^ Metcalfb Mid ‘‘Thera Is 
no poddre Hbandadon Ibr o nppoef tko a Ikihire at Bhortpora 

would hare been ctteided with fsienil or crrai portisl molt. A 
tkHiire ot B bor tp o re wocld oodoabtedlj hare giren a ibodc to ocr 
power In rreiy port of India It voold hare cncoonged dt— f 
IbetkttL It vinild bore ■bohen the ronflilmre of oar amij It 
would bore eooflrmod the bdlcf that we might he nKset*- 
fhllj redstedi end U seems bupossihle to hj to what it Tnt gtrt^ or 
wh^ It ml^ not hare led. Bat olthoogh there is erldence that 
the resolt of the dege of that fbrtress was looked to with Intcawe 
mnxietj b7 sB the states and all the people of Indio, accompanied, 
no doubt, bj on tmlraetl wish fbr onr ihOnre, I am not swore of 
on7 groond fcr tho sopposltlDn thet Immediate rorolt wmi prepared 
or con terripl s t e d in onj qoarter And had a gmenl reroh token 
place from sneh a esnse. It would hare bod no copne cU on what 
erer with emr STrteni of poUdcol rektlons or internal adminlatra 
tloc ia Ceitnl India. It would hare beei the reaction of India 
against tta c o n qu e or e. It woold hare boen the bnrvtlng ftrth of 
natlofol eaUpathy It wOTld bara h«a the temnt ot hatred 
■ wee pin g awtj the restraint pr er t o u alj Imposed bT-fiiar It would 
hare been the rising ea mMi of tribes and turinw to throw off a 
deteftod Jbrtlgn joke. It would haro been nothing that any 
■jttem of uTongenKint in Central India could bars coosod, or 
prerented, or remedied. — [Stp/ewtifr8 IBM] 
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the elation of then spiuts. No more glouous tidings than 
these had ever stirred the gieat heart of society, or turned 
the anxieties of our statesmen into gratitude and joy 
There ivere no more heaity congratulations than those 
•vihich Metcalfe received from the Governoi -General, -who 
frankly admitted that the “ honours of the triumph” were 
faiily due to him, as he ivould hai e shared the disgiace of 
failure® It is not aluays that a Governor-Geneial is as 
ready to divide the one as the other ^\'lth his suboidmates 
. Bhurtpore having thus been taken, and the usurper, 

■ Doorjun Saul, captured and sent a prisoner to Allahabad, 
It devolved upon Metcalfe to place the young Prince upon 
the throne, and to establish a new Government 4 Allei 
some delay — the result of circumstances -which hn both 
deplored and condemned f — the imtial arrangements for 
the conduct of the administration iveie made, and the 
subsequent details of adjustment were left in the hands of 
^ Major Lockett, an old friend of Metcalfe, in whom he had 
deserved confidence There was fuither business to be 
settled in the state of Ulwur (or Macherry), which had 
before given the Delhi Resident some trouble , | and, at 
one time, it was bebeved that there would be further iiork 
for our armies But the hostile party lu this petty princi- 
pahty was in no mood to excite the resentment of the 
captors of Bhurtpore , and what we had long demanded 

* Lord Amherst’s excellent letter is gnen entire m the 
Appendix. 

t Writing to Lieutenant Hislop early in rebruary, Metcalfe 
said “ It IS uncertam whether we go against Ulwiir or not , ut a 
few days mil decide Our plundering here under tlie na^e of 
^ prize has been very disgraceful, and has tarnished our well-earned 
honour Until I can get nd of the pnze-agents, I cannot 
^ re-estahlish the sovereignty of the young Eajah, whom we came 
professedly to protect, and liave been plimdenng to bis last lotali 
Brace he feU mto our hands ” 

X See ante, Vol L Chapter XI 
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in T tttn tliPOTjgh onr diplcmatut*, ttm now tc»£3j yielded 
to onr nnn*.’* 

Having settled tie political entrusted to inn, 

lletcalfo now turned 1ns attention to the cml ad mini 
stmtion of tlie Delhi temtory, and was for »ome tmie on » 
judicial circmt-f The ictting in of the hot winds nece*- 
aanly compelled hia retom to the Tmpcnfil City The 
■ n m mfTT wES o mdnpcholy one. "Within a bnef space of 
tnno, two of bis dearest fhendt tbe one at Aumngabad^ 
the other at Delhi were corned off by the diseases of the 
country He had not reeerered from the shock which had 
been inflicted upon him by the announcement of the death 
of Obtain BancU, who, Metoalie declared some yean 
before had made him fon^ Jus intention of never loving 
any one ogam, when his mach-^henshed fnend Hiohard 
Wells was ftiiokeii down before his eyea. How deeply he 
felt theae be r e a v em ents may be gathered from his pnrate 
letters at this tunc. To ht^or J A. hloora, secretary to 
the Hyderabad Eendsney he wrote, at the bg nnmr^ of 
Jnly — 

“ Yon win haTB heard lang hetbre jon reraive thh of tho secemd 
hlowwiiidibi a fbort space tt has pleased Ahnlghty God to tnfliet 

upon ns. One brief month toctoded to ns here the death of both 


* On the sard of FAroaiy Uetcalft wroto from Gunp, Bewtnn, 
I bare some tionUeaenDa UtUe mattan on mj hands rtm, con 
^ nected with the wliifing-<rp of B bnrtpur ejuid Dlwar aflklrn ho* I 
hope to fct OTW them soon, and thai tha annj left with mo wfll 
break np Ihe Commander to-Qdef baa gno*, and GoKral 
EajirtU and tho Earopean troop*— emepttnff the HononraUe 
CoenpaaT'a Enropean regbsaot. Tho natlTe carp* ibr 

axa alio off .Sxiae of the ndgbbontoood rcmliK under 
Gfloeral KkoUa, nutll loj huhijej be finished. After wbkh I 
hare the JoBdal drodt of nry Delhi dktriet betcre mo,” 

I For the arrangonents made m Mefealih s ra-appotntiDSit to 
Ddhl Jbr the drfl admln lat r itfc i u of the ifistziet see a letter than 

the Chief Becretary hi the Appendlr. 
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Bamett and TVells I could not put pen to paper (cAcept jn one 
instance, liy desire of his desolate indovr) to any one respecting 
the last of these sad eients I ought to haie imttcn to 3 on, hut 
I could not find heart to imte on the subject Kor can I non'. 
■\Ve have been thoroughly ivTctched Tlic irorld js fast receding 
from me, for what is the ivorld without the friends of our heart? 
You remember the three friends with whom I arrived at 1 I\ dornbad 
in 1820— Barnett, 'Wells, Mackcnria I loved them all cordially. 
■\Yhere are they now ? I cannot bear to write on tins subject — ^but 
I can hardly thmk of any other.” 

To Ills young friend, Lieutenant IIislop, lie avrote mtlt 
still greatei emphasis of sorrow on this mournful subject. 
Violent as is the angmsh of mind here expressed, no one 
in the full knowledge of the strength of Chailes Metcalfe’s 
affections will say that the language is exaggerated — 

Sutherland tells me that he has kept you informed of our 
miserable prospect, and final wretchedness, dunng the illness 
which has termmated m the death of our virtuous and beloved 
friend Wells You can conceive our afldiction I honour Suther- 
land for his fortitude and consideration m perfomung that act of 
friendship towards yon. I had not heart to put pen to paper on 
the subject 'What happiness, what dehght had we not m prospect 
from onr reumon m this house. Thmk of the desolation and 
forlonmess of the poor dear -widow I She who was to have been 
the presidmg goddess of our happy parties ’ . . - . 

Utterly desolatmg'as the loss is to her, I scarcely think that her 
gnef can exceed the angmsh which I feel, when the full sense of 
OUT calamity bursts upon me , for although her sufiermg js un- 
doubtedly beyond comparison the greatest of ail, yet gnef is not 
regulated by reasoning, or the exact weight and measure of loss 
sustamed, and I often feel that which cannot, I thmk, he exceeded 
I shall never dream of happmess again, I do not mean to say 
that I shall not recover my usual spints I no doubt shall, 
and that even too soon for my own satisfaction , for I would 
wfilmgly chensh and elmg to this sorrow, and shall often think 
with pain of bemg careless and cheerful, when Wells cannot be 
here to share our mirth But happmess, the happmess of the 
heart, X never shall be able to dream of again, for if the thought 
should ever come across my mind, the recollection of the manner 
in which tins last dream was destroyed will dull me to the soul. 
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*nd make m« ihodder 'witli horror The Iom of frlaiili, It li ctU, 
<lr*wi do«cr the tia Tith tbete tlist remain. It I* mtnral that 
It iboold bo fo, and in the end It doabtlcia Is lo; hot I do not fed 
thttt It Is the first effect of nich on affliction as ire bare s a s ti i hKd . 
I find my beert Instead of expanding to other friends, aboorbed In 
KirTOT tor the one lost ol^^ect. Your arriTOl the prospect of 
•rhich used to fill me with delight when yon n ere to share aad 
eompleto onr promisod happiness, Is contemplated now much aa 
I wish to see yrm, without any snch fteUngi Ibr what, alaa I can 
giro dcDght now? And the coming of tho Bnshbys, who were 
to hare brought additional pleisara, wIH non' be irreparably 
connected in manory with that sad erent which wfil perhaps 
Immediately lead to it how Is the time in which all worldly 
ambition shilca into nothing. iVere I to hear at this mocneiit of 
my Domlnatkm to be OorCTnor-Ocncral of Indhi, oP Prime lUnister 
of En^and, I am sure that the Intelligence would ereato no 
sensation but dlsguft. AtwI tnrnhig from earthly thtngi what 
certain cottaoktkm is there In Vefiecthig on tboim of hearen ? 

How h oiioi - aUu ck you wiQ be. You left Barnett 
wen, and be Is gone. You antialjiated faopploess from meeting 
Wells, and be is gocie. Thus, In your ihort J our ney two of our 
bast two of the greatest blessings of Ufit, hare beat taken 

from tu And are we to be happy and dwcrfril again u before ? 
It Kcma fanpoatlhlei yet past experience teHs ns that It may be 
•o. I am Cist outllrlng all nty friends. All irho accompanied 
mo to njdetnbad hi the end of I8SO all younger than myself 
by from ten to sixteoi yean, hare kA this world b^hre me t and 
In the last twolre months I baro lost do leas fire frkodi on 
whose hearts I could rdy 6och is our tenure of mortal happl 
nea I Sinco writing the aboro, I find that 

Sotholand is IIL Ho is looking reiy QL He III, and you on the 
WghwaT at thts trying seaacm, I know not what ftrrther misery 
may bo In storei and I tremble.* 

The brcaldng-up of the rainy Kaaon of 1826 raw Met 
calfe again in progress — ^rialting the Enjpootaim etatoa. 
The Govenxir-Genenil wna ot thia time conimendng his 
tour through the Upper Pitmnoes of India nod nmeog 
other occnputioia which the Delhi Healdent now raw 
before him for the enauing c»ld weather was the reception 
of Lord Amherst and his llunily, nod the nrrang cmen t of 
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the ceremonials of meeting betiveen his lordship and the 
pageant-King of Delhi, Tvhich had caused so much foohsh 
disputation on the occasion, of Lord Moira’s visit, twelve 
1 years before, to the Couit of the Mogul. 

\ All these things and others weie duly perfonned 
iBut his connection ivith the Delhi Eesidency was now 
Idrawing to a close That Sir Chailes Metcalfe was to 
succeed to a seat in the Supreme Council had for some 
Ume been a fact officially lecogmsed, and, fox a longei 
period still, matter of public lepoit As far back as 
September, 1825, Sir George Dobmson, then Deputy- 
thairman of the Company, had written to Metcalfe, with 
especial refeience to the transactions at Hyderabad. “I 
hope, sir, as far as the opinions of a very humble indi- 
Tidiial can be of any value to yon, you wiU allow me 
to expiess my admiration of the firmness and public 
piinciple which have marked youi conduct throughout 
the progress of a business suriounded with difficulties , 
and which reflects, as I conceive, such distinguished credit 
on your public character, that, so far as my exertions 
can conduce thereto, I shall endeavour to piomote yom 
appointment to Couned whenever the opportunity occurs 
of noramatmg you thereto ” And early m the follow- 
ing Apnl the promise was fulfilled Mr Marjoribanks, 
nho then occupied die Chair, was as eager to make the 
appointment as his colleague, and on the 11th, in a Coiu-t 
consisting of twenty members, nineteen voted that Su 
Charles Mctcalie should be appointed to a provisional seat 
in the Council of India 

llie vacant seat, however, was to befoimd The uucei- 
tamty which shrouded the intentions of Mi Harrington, 
the senior member of Council, somewhat perplexed Met- 
calfe His correspondents, including Lord Amherst, both 
at tlie Presidency and m the Vice-regal Camp, were 
anxious to supply him mth all the information they could 
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gatlicr but tho rumonr* of to-daj eontmdiotcd tho 
T ti po rtJ of ycBterdnj’ At Iwt, m the hot Traither. of 18?7, 
It ^nu confidontlj anuotmccd that Mr Ham a g to n traj 
negotiating for a panago to England.* And in the conne 
of July ^ doubti being remored. Sir Charlea Metcalfe 
made luj prcpomtiona to drop doirn the nrer to Calcutta. 
He spent tome days at Agm muting for John Sutherlaiidf 
Trbo mia to join him there, and thoi, cootinxung his pro- 
greaa in the society of hu friend, laichcd the Presidency 
at the end of AuguiL 

He had heen absent ibr aoiaa rtm* the benefit of bit betlth. 
Mr Baylaj the j unkir member of Coimdl, had atao been on the 
tick QsL So that Lord ComberiDete vat alone in Coimdl. 
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[1827—1834 ] 

THE SEAT rsr COUECIL 

lletcnlfe m Council — Duties and Laliours of n Councillor — Life iii 
Calcutta — jMctcalfe and lus Colleagues — ^Departure of Lord 
■William Bentmck — Increase of Cordnlits — Assigneesliip of 
Palmer and Co — Tlie Deputy-Goa emorsliip — Eeported 
appomtment to Jladras — ^E\tension of Tune in Council — 
Extracts from Metcalfe’s Minutes 

So Sir Cliailes ^Metcalfe took Ins scat in tlie Supreme 
Council of India The liigliest prize in tlie regulai lino 
of the senuce avas now gained It was lus privilege to sit 
at the same Board with tlie Govcmor-Goneial — to avnte 
minutes on every possible subject of domestic adminis- 
tration and foreign pohey — ^to draw a salary of 10,000Z 
a year- — to be addressed as an “Honourable” — and to 
subside into a nonentity 

At this time, according to the constitution of the Supreme 
Government, the Council consisted of the Goi ernor-Gen- 
eral, the Commander-m-Chief, and two members of the 
Civil Service Lord Amherst was still Governor-Generak 
Lord Combermere was Commander-an-Chief Metcalfe’s 
civil colleague in the Adnumstration was his old and 
esteemed fnend WiHiam Butterworth Bayley 

To be a member of the Supreme Council of India 
IS to be almost anything that the incumbent of the office 
pleases to make himself It may be to live in a state 
of somnolent bewnldennent, idly dreammg of a prodigious 
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army of itate nfloin fhttiiig obfcurely before him to be 
by ibodowi of public buHuiccs "wblcb be soldoiu 
CTcn attempts to giwp , to giro a few EH-coniidered 
opinions in Council, and out of It to wnte ft vaat number 
of ill-abaped mitmlii on tie back of state papers whicb are 
sent round for hii perusal, OrUt may bo to perform tbe 
fanctioni, senlously and inddaUgably, of an orer worked 
public fCTTant, sconmig delight and liring laborioui days 
amidst tbe Tnn— of business that crowds upon him for 
its discboTge , to begm early to end bttOj ond yet 
nersr to feel that bli duUei bore been ade<iuately per 
fonned to imto mneh and to reod more to combat 
others opinions, and to enforco hu own to bo ooubmislly 
em u l ating the penal semtode of tbe Titan, and forcing the 
great rook of public busmeas up tbe ascent only to sc© 
it roll back ogam to bis feet It may be, on tbe one hand, 
the otatm-cum of tbe park-gut palac© or tbe riTer-tide 
TiUa or on tbe other tbe stere, joyleo life of tbe galley** 
ilare all comprised in the one word — ^Work. 

Attended by the secretaries, tbe GoTHmor-General meets 
tbe mambers of Oounml on certain giTen days — tty twice 
■—in erery week. All tbe multifoTm concerns of Gtjrem 
ment requiting adjaitmant in the different departments 
of state — m tbe polirical, the militaTy, the flnancialj tbe 
Judioiil Ac. — are than cursorily discnseed and decided. 
Bnt tbe real busmeti is done ot home, on the other days of 
the week, ■when the Goreminait mewengers ore contmu 
ally presenting tbemselreB at the bousa of the mamben 
of Council, bearing certain offlcial-lookbig oblong boxes, 
oontaining stata-popers to be ounninod and minuted by 
the Counoiriors Rough hewn by tbe secrctanes important 
despotebes, or TninTrti*s and memoTanda on wblob despatches 
are to be baseed, are sentroundfoT inspection and apprornl. 
Then tbe member of Connoil either writes bis Inihals 
on the draft and passes it on witbont farther comment, 
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or lie seats liimself doivn to lus desk, and draws np an 
elaborate minute on tbe subject. These minutes take 
the place of speeches debvered by members of popular 
assembbes They contain an expression of the individual 
opmions of the writer, supported by such facts and such 
arguments as he can bring to his aid Thus is it, as was 
said by a distmgiushed living statesman, that “ eloquence 
evaporates in scores of paragraphs ” But the paragraphs 
have often more of “ eloquence” in them tlian the halting 
sentences which make up the oral discourses which would 
appropriate the name Now, it is just m proportion as 
the contents of these boxes of state-papers are examined 
and commented upon by the member of Conned, that his 
life IS one of dignified ease or interminable tod Metcalfe 
soon found that his was the'latter 

He had a habit, on all occasions, of thmkmg for him- 
self. It was a habit formed veiy early in life, which 
had groivn with his growth and strengthened with his 
strength, and was not now, at the age of forty-three, to be 
eradicated He had always been a laborious man of busi- 
ness He shrunk from no amount of personal tod He 
gave himself heart and soul to the pubhc service , and he 
beheved that it was his duty to work as long as there was 
any work to perfoim "When he enteied the Supreme 
Couned he determined to take his stand upon his oivn 
knowledge and experience and sense of right — not to be 
the servile followei of governors-general, or the passive 
tool of secretaries — but an independent member of the 
Government, freely expiessmg his oivn opinions, and never 
becoming, even numstenally, participatory in wrong, with- 
out emphatically protesting against it. He wrote, there- 
fore, a great number of mmutes He was often, too, 
in the minority , but he said that he could not command 
success, and that he was not to do hib duty less steadfastly 
because the pursuit of it often ini olved him m fadiire 
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As he h nd & high senso of his offiaal duties, m also his 
focml ohlignticiii* as a member of tho Gorermnoit ■mro 
not hghflj- regarded. So loolccd upon the examfo of 
hospitalitj not as a Tirtoo in his elevated podUon, but 
as a du^ irhich it mis inemnbent on him to disc h a rg e. 
His ipaciotu residcnco at Garden-Beach — that hcantifbl 
nver-sido suburb vrith its white -nllai and its green lawns 
— was continually occupied by itrtmgen, with only somo 
ihght claim on his bounty by passing travcllen amving 
from or departing for England, bearers of letters of intro- 
duction to Sir Chaiici Mctoilfe — people for the most part 
with whom he had httle syrDpalby hut whom be ever 
entertained as a prince. Then hia dinner parties were the 
best, and his balls the most numertrusly attended in 
Calcutta and everybody said that such noble hospitality 
was almost without a parallel even in the most laruh of 
times. 

“But all thi« wai, in truth distastefhl to him, It was 
supposed that he took ploaiure m society — that he was 
happy in a crowd — that ho was never morn at home than 
in the banquet room. But ho was contmuaHy yearning 
after the companionship of a few beloved inonds, or 
f a l b u g that eolaee, after sobtude »nd a hook. There was 
something uniatiafymg in tbia mode of life. He gave 
himself up wholly to pnbho hunness tmd to hospitahty 
but such was the press ur e of the ona, that he felt hii 
in a hil i^ adequately to suatam it, nnH such were the 
of the other that ho often reproached himself for hsnng 
miufHraimtly discharged them. He could not do all that 
he dccred mther m ana dneotinn or tbn other, "thI was 
luowmtiy battling thereferte, ngamst tune. gj-A against 
space. His letters written at this epoch of his career, m 
tiie unreserred confidence of pmate fHendihip, indicate 
more dearly than anything I can write, whtt w er e his 
habits of life and what were his inmost feelingi • — 
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“ I have SCA cml letter*; from \ q \\, nncl Ion? to ^mte ih<- 

cus*:!!!? the subject*; of Ihor contents ns of old , h.it 1 find it 
impossible to indulge iii this plcnsuro I cndcaiour to seenre time 
for letter-imting, but cuinot obtain enonph dass nu 

portioned, ns much as possible, so as to cmhlo mo to do mn- 
Ihinglhat I Ime to do, but m a am Thiirsda\ nnd I'ndaj art 
appropriited to Conned, and nothing else tan he done upon tbo't 
days Jlondav, Tuesdaj, nnd 'Wcilnc'dnt are irliolh dciolcd to 
the reading of papers tint come in, and mdiiig and rcin.ng 
those that go out , but all three are not tnon;.h Siturdai I take 
for vT.tmg mmutes and ret ismg despatches lint go out, hut find 
it too little . . You know liow little I hate Witten 

to son, to other correspondents still less, and jet the number of 
letters I hare to ansiver is oienvhelnnng I line been at ivork 
for some hours no'v, but I base still twcnt\-lnc letters on mj 
table requiring answers — sir: or eight from England Tlic want 
of time makes me half mad. To add to mv dis- 

tress, people will liaie the kindness to breakfast 111111 me. I am 
SIX indes away from them, but tlmt is not sufflcient 1 shut my 
doors at all other times, come who nnj I should he Inppv in 
my situation, if I had more time for the performance of my i ai ions 
duties, hut the want of it plagues me The onh resource left is to 
withdraw from societr, and to work at night — but I shall tear my 
eyes to pieces if I do ” — {Feb 3, 1S2S ] 

“ I liare made a great alteration 111 my mode of dcspatcliing 
my business I reserve no daj for any particular braneli, but 
get over all as well as I can as it comes m Tlic 

bundle of pnvate letters which used to acciunulate for the day 
in the week set apart, was quite oi erwliebniug and insurmountable. 
I now go pell-mell at all in the rmg, and os far as the new' 
method has yet gone, it promises better than the Lost ’’—{March 
8 , 1828 ] 

“ It requires a strong conviction of its being a duty, to sustain 
me m keeping up societj Were I to follow my natural or 
acquired tafte, I should fast sink into habits of seclusion w hen 
the company of friends is not obtamable I liave notlung to 
complam of in society, and am happy enough when in it , but the 
making up of parties, issuing of mvitations, &,c , are troublesome 
operations, wlnth harass me, and frequently drive me from my 
purpose. My conscience is contmually reproaching me with want 
of hospitahty and attention to mdividuals entitled to them Many 
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a m<n hai come to Calcutta and gone from It without ooco rccdT 
Ing an inrltatkm to luf houac^ wbtdi an Indocrtbable ao m et hlng 
— anything but good will— haa prcrented until It waa too late, 
lly bouac, although It haa rooronjoma fbr eotcrtalning than any 
otlicr houae in Calcutta, la dofldcnt In that kind of room wbldi la 
requWto In largo portki— tlie oaoa which, with rcapect to general 
aodety would anawer beat tor nie, aa killing all ray blrdi with 
one atone. I thinking of building a grand b^Ihroom. It 
would not, 1 l ur poac, emt Icaa, altogether than 20,000 rupee*— 
a large aura to lay out on another man f property But I am not 
aura that It would not be cheaper than giring part^ in th# Town- 
h«n — niy other rcao mo e — each of which coata abore 8 000 rupeet, 
and cannot, there&rc, be often repeated. I enjoy the 

Bociety of our houae-porty rery mneb. retaining howerer my old 
haUta of •ccloalOQ from broakCut to lUnaer whkh are aeldom 
hrokoi in upon except by the Doibbya children, who trot up 
freqnettiy to my loft in tho third atory where I haro my aitting 
room and Bbrary ai w^ aa bedroom— it U, In abort the portkn 
of the bouM whkh I keep to mjKlf— and there they make me 
■bow them the nkturea. being prlrllogcd by Infm^ to niper 
fede iB afflirt of erery kind”— fi/ey }«, J8t$ ] 

“ ‘niere U ao Uttlo rorie^ In my IHb at Calnrtta, that one week 
U exactly like another Z oontlnno to frel myaelf (ptdte akaiB in 
the GotiemiDcnt. Nerdheleii, matteri go on 

placidly and amicably I am getting more uaed to the wayi of 
the Koetarica, or they are Calliog more into my TurHrmi- Which 
it la I can hardly tay Pexhapa the fcrmer Htber way the etfcct 
ia the MiDQ. I pumo my own oo ur ee, ImllBfercnt to crciythlng 
but the perihrmance of my dn^ I lure not T-najt* the iUghtert 
approach to greater latimai^ with any peraon in Calcuttat except 
ing a lew frienda wbem I IILe to aee aa nftwi ae they «‘ti come to 
me I my ladlaatian la rery much Ibr aolitudo. 'Ilila, bowerer 
I am not pouiitted to indulge In j Ibr It acmebow happou that 
my bouae la hardly erer without baring guata realSng In U, 
under dr e um ataneta which rader It unaroUable. 

I would ratbor be alone, partly fr^m a prefbreuce in' ■niitnde, and 
partly becaaae plana of atndy which, during a ahert Irrttrral in 
which I hod the bourn to myrnU; I had begun to put In practice, 
and which owing to my occnpatloci during the day only 1* 
executed at night, arc interrupted by aode^ Hio houri whkh 
might be ffftlliied by impromnent are waited in unintneating 
•ittinfa after dbmrT until the body and mind, both wearied, find 
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relief the former m rest and the latter m solitude, in the refreshing 
stillness of the midmght chamber I remembe" the small society, 
in -which hearts communed -with each other and happiness nei er 
flagged , but -what is past is past, and the like -will nei er come 
agam ” — [June IG, 1828 3 

“ I -wish that I could exchange habits -with you, and see as little 
of strange faces as you do , for the longer I hve the less I like 
strange faces, or any other faces but those of friends -whom I lore 
The parties which have attracted your notice are gii eu as matters 
of duty proper in my station , and finding that I had not time to 
issue mntations repeatedly, I hare sent them out, once for all, 
for a baU on the third Monday m ei ery month, which is al-yinys a 
moonhght mght My conscience is satisfied , and if people be 
amused, I shall denre pleasure myself from that cause I am in 
good health and good spirits, but hve almost entirely devoid of 
those sympathies which constitute the dehghts of hfe , and, in that 
respect, am more m mental sohtude than yourself, for you, 
no doubt, find sympathy in some of your books ” — [December 20, 
1828 ] 

“ You know that ever smee I went to Hyderabad, I have tried 
to save my eyes by not working at night I am no longer able 
to adhere to that precaution Biismess is too hea-ry, and forces 
me to encroach on the mght When I am entirely alone, whieh, 
however, is very rarely — not, perhaps, a night m a month — I set 
to seriously, and work away till midmght When my guests are 
at home, and I have no party, I take an hour or two before dinner, 
wluch, of course, is very late ” — [March 8 , 1829 ] 

“ I am withdrawmg myself more and more from pubhc mter- 
courso, and am only wantmg an opportimity to shake off the 
remainmg shackles and become entirely a recluse, since neither 
IS the performance of pubhc duty compatible -with the waste of 
time m society, nor is knowledge of men’s characters in general 
compatible with that respect for them without which society has 
no pleasure in it I am becommg every day more and more sour 
and morose and dissatisfied When you speak of your feehngs on 
your expected return to Delhi, compared with what they were on 
your first commg there, you remind me — not that rermndmg is 
needed, for the recollection is always fresh — of tunes and scenes 
and friends, -with which and with whom tlie memory of real 
heartfelt happmess, wluch can neier return agam in the same 
form, and nei er perhaps m any form, is closely combmed. My 
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IHo Dcrr Im quite (Hfibrcnt, end wlUiotrt a gilinpeo of tbo acmo 
ajoyramt wbich ^ had Then eo nany •were unltod together In 
hoodi of afTectlonate attadtment aod hahltv of contiinal Inter 
coona AD ray letter irrillng nerw t»lce» pUco 

at night I end I am glad irheii I e*n get a night to myedf for the 
pmpoto. On thcauoecuxlnQst avoid albncftldhUKt takoaeand- 
Trtch and a pint of claret In tbo twfllgbt when too dark to read, in 
the open air and niW. to my dcak as Kioo ns candles an Ht,'’— 
lifanitS IBSB] 

Btit there trcTQ oilier ionrcca of inquietude thnn these— 
other regreta than tboeo which expended themaelTes m 
yenminga after the componionahip of beloved fr i ends. 
Metcalfe felt at this tma not as a man only hot tu n 
Btatefmon also that bo vma “ a lonelj being in Calcntta.” 
It gnoTcd him to find how httlo his coUengnei m the 
Government could enter into hii Tiewi and iharc hia 
opinions on pnblio questions. It ■wero better to record 
■what he himself •wroto r^^arding this diversity of senti- 
ment than to cpeculato ou its cause*. The following 
cxtricts from hu pnnite letters written in J628-&8 relate 
mainly to this subject — 

** I am at war wUh my coIWgaca tm the | and 

mean to fight to tho last. Uy laleat TnlriTrin rcniilni mtanswoed 
proboily from want of thi*, and the qiaatHm Is itOl under disens' 
■too. Aa yvt, the majority are dodareiDy a gaiTirt me ) hnt to 

borrow U • erpnadan, they have not a Itg to on — oat 

one among them alL 'Wbnterer Mm \mt» may be bee, I feel that 
in argniaeot I oaimot be otherwise tWn trfmnjilmnt. 

I see nothing toprurent our being in England together some year* 
hfoco, but tbo Injury ft mlgiit do to yoe— in 'Bn gt.Twi, and orw 
Entope too during the T cce aa es o£ EatUameirti ibr I am mare 
than erur bent on m aking ParOaniait my field of ictloiL"— [/W. 

10 laia.] 

« I find ray«lf a loody bdng in Calcntta. I not mean as to 
general wdaty 1 both give end attend parties oceailonally — bat 
the habit b b ec o min g leas frequent aa the cold weather departa, 
aisl I am already mare mya^ than 1 tawl to b& But when 1 said 
I -was kaidy I meertt as to my ftcflnga, and this more especially 
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mjmy official situation . . I am personaUv on good 

terms intli my colleagues, althougli nearly provoked once or 
tmce into heat. But. the long and the short of it is, that I stand 
quite alone among them, and feel that I am not likely ever to 
he othermse, and that, in fact, every day tends to widen the 
separation This conviction operates on my conduct. I am 
gettmg more and more into the hahit of regarding co-operation 
as a thing not to he expected, and of putting forth hiy senti- 
ments in mmutes, to take their chance of making their way 
or not I write more and read council papers less, for it is 
impossible to do both Out of Council the prospect is not more 
brdhant I am regarded as a relentless hewer and hacker of 
expenditure, and am sensible of black and sour looks m conse- 
quence. Still, I am well and happy ! I feel that I Stand alone , 
hut I also feel that I know the path of duty, and am endeavour 
mg to pursue it Our expenditure exceeds our mcome by more 
than a crore of rupees (a nnlhon sterhng) The Government 
which allows this to go on m time of peace deserves any punish- 
ment The Government of Avhich I am a part shall not ^ow it 
The canse gives me irresistible power, and. I will force others to 
do their duty With all this, 1 have to defend, and struggle for, 
good soldiers, whom others would turn adrift , and here, perhaps, 
I shall ultimately fail, although as yet I have succeeded m delay- 
ing their fate against a majority bent on disbandmg them 
This, perhaps, is silly hoastmg It is, however, 

what 1 fed . 

“ I have the detailed statement of onr expenditure at the three 
Presidencies on my table, from which I am makmg notes , and 
I haie half-a-dozen mmutes in mj^ head, jostlmg each other to 
get out It 18 some pam to me to write , for a horse fell with 
me some weeks ago, and I hurt my wnst. It did not trouble 
me so much at first as it does now, and as yet it is gettmg 
Averse I was thrown some time before that and hurt my back. 
This comes of iri/wg to nde. I stdl persevere, and nde every 
morning, but I shall probably give it up if I fall agam 
{^March 8, 182S ] 

“ I look to the new Governor-General’s commg Avith some 
cunositv, but Ainthout any sangume expectations If I find that 
he has a heart for •the pubhc welfare, I avtU follow him and 
support him Avitli all my soul, if not, I AnU contmne to perform 
my own duty Avith or Anthout success, as at present, and stand 
alone, ns I noAV do ’’—[April 6, 1S28 ] 



CO THi: SUIT M COOTOU 

Tho new Goromor-Gcncral, who*o oo m i n g wns looked 
to with lomo ennemty, wn* Lord "William Bentinck- 
lord Amhertt had olready laid down the rein* of govern 
ment, and tho arrival of hia Bnocertor yna dailj expected 
Tha GoTornor-Geneml dcct was not on nntned nun but 
twenty years had cslapscd tmee he had prcsidod over the 
admmutration of htodiaSi and little was known of him 
except that he was a man of liberal view* and independent 
character This little, however, mado Metcalfe sanguine 
that they would work together harmonionsly for the public 
good But, for a time ho was disoppomtcd On the 4th 
of July Lord tVil HiTn Bcntinck was sworn in ns Goternor 
General of Indio. Metcalfe soon saw good reason to 
ndtture his character bat he found, at that tlwy did 
not approxinuite — that them was hulo sympathy between 
them—ond this he said, “ rather Furprised him." He 
BUipected that Lord William had nmved in India with 
some foregone conclafioos not fiiTonrabla to hu colleague 
--that the ttnfotggtten Hyderabad discussions hod beftn 
conrerted to malicious uses by hu enemies— end that the 
new Govemor-Genernl bad been designedly prgndioeii 
against him. HLi letters clearly tell what he felt regarding 
a man whom ha then admired and whom afterwards he 
loved. The coldnea was but brief between them — 

• I Eke the IttUa that I bare weesu'* ^rrote MctcnMe, “ of our new 
Gorenicr Qeseral very mueb — he la a ■traljbtftt-wmjd, boooit» 
upright, bdBTQjent, aentibla man, who -wlD, 1 trust, bate tbo 
Interests of tbo Stoto at h«ut| at least, be ■eetna Sipoaod to 
Inquire snd think fcr himself; and to avoid e<n>ng under any one's 
InflneDce." — IRtS.) 

• He Is a TO7 benevoleit, unoflbeted, ojtea, kind nwa, 

whom em y one, I csmcelTe, most like "What bo wlH evoitually 
prove as a Goveenor-Genertl, I will not undertake to ptopbosy 
At present be aeems to seA lalbrmatkiu, to have the public good 
at heart, and to be coeiTiaced td the neceaalty of redwiag tipeodl- 
ture whbiB loeome, which is bH right. leidy TTOEanJ Is a most 

agtging woman.”— fS<7>£Daier ) 
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“ I continue to like the Governor-Gtencral, ns being an upright, 
honourahle man, Tnth the best intentions, and much good sense 
I expect good from lus administration He and I do 
not approximate, n-lnch is rather surpnsmg to me, for many of our 
sentiments axe m common unth both of us, and there ivould be no 
objection on my part to greater intimacy, although the advances 
could not with propnety be on my side I am not sure whether 
we are kept asunder by any dishke he may have conceived of me, 
or by his own natural reserve I suspect that he is on the "wrong 
Bide on the Hyderabad question, and that tins may prove a subject 
of contention between ns I cau collect from other 

quarters that Sm ‘William Rumhold’s party (for, strange to say, 
if anythmg he strange, this man’s party exists, both in the Court 
of Directors and the Board of Control, and is predominant m the 
latter) was active m their attempt to work on lus lordslnp My 
suspicion as to his disposition on the subject is caused by lus 
total silence towards me regardmg it, which, all circumstances 
considered, is certainly remarkable, and can only he evplamed, m 
my opmion, by supposmg either that he entertams sentmients 
opposite to what are kiio"wn to he mme, or that he affects to con- 
sider me a party m the matter between whom and Sir "Wilham 
Rumbold he is to judge eqmtahly, winch alone is a prejudging of 
the case, and the fear of appearing to he biassed by me wall 
probably affect his conduct The test is close at hand, for Sir 
Wilhom Eumhold’s application for permission to return to 
Hyderabad, which, however, be treats as a matter of course, comes 
before Council to-morrow It will, I tbinlc, be granted, I shall 
object to It, and am prepared to fight, of it be necessary Lord 
AVilbam has never read the Hyderabad papers, deterred by the 
size of the volume I shall he sorry to come to dissension with 
liuu, hut I cannot sacrifice the right cause We shall see to- 
morrow what lus bent is My resolution m ^his and in all other 
matters that may go agamst the gram with me is to do my duty, 
and keep myself as happy and as unruffled as my constitution wiU 
allow me to be ” — [December 2, 1828 ] 

‘ I am puzzled to understand why I am so completely alone m 
my thoughts Take the Governor-General . I cannot 
help tlimking that if he understood me, we should naturally 
nppro"umate As it is, he appears to me to prefer any one’s 
opimon to mme. Tins forces me, as I cannot consent to 'be 
driven from the discliarge of my duty by sbgbt to record dis- 
sentient opimons, m ramutes, more frequently than would be 
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necoMtuT If wo ctraU ccKJpoimtc with moro ijinpatlij I flair 
tliat tbcTQ b « want of rarltj or a wanttif Uudooiy or aomo 
other defect aboot lae, that la not palatable. I ibcmld 

that there la notblns p oaooa By ofibnabre In Lord WnUam a 
demeaiuTar. There la nothing whatorcr to object to hi that rcapeoL 
Bat the dlfThr mc a between what U and what might be, in pohfio 
co-opemtloc and nnrtml eonfldaice, la cndgilable.^ — [i^erotirr 
iO, 1S181 

B la won known that one of tlio fint ooti of XiOrd 
Wnilam Bentanok^ Goremment wni to imie on order, 
fiumliaily doeoibed oa the “flaJfbaUtn Order,” for the 
reduction, within certain local limits of the oDownneea 
previoualy erqoyed by the ofBcera of the army B wes 
pert of a aoheme of economy which the Court of Direotoii 
conocired to bo necessary, and t^oh the new Goremor- 
Generol pledged hlmielf to cany into effect. TThaterer 
niay hare been thejosticd ortho injustice of the regulation, 
the members of Council had no p oi T cr to recst it B wns 
pro-ordamed by the home mithantiitt and the local fano> 
tioiianeB •Acre only mimatenaDjr cemoemed m the perpe- 
tration of this unpopular act But it was noised abroad 
that Metcalfe had supported the measure. He had always 
been a faTuunte with the military classes ho hiid always 
largely nsKxuated with them in pr iva te, and in puhlio 
upheld their claims. AH Ins hie be hnij been rrmtondTr^g 
for the ne cess ity of maintBinlng by all poaaible means 
the effiaonoy of our military establishments. Ho hfld 
been called, indeed, the ** Friend of tiie Army but now 
he wni assailed as a traitor, os ono who struck the 
deadliest blow at the body which ha had onew 
From difibrent ports of the country came htton, wnften 
by his priTOto friends, t nlGn g hhn how nfe was the report 
crerywber©, and seeking his permisnon anthoritatiTcly to 
contradict it. How httla he deserred the obloqty which 
was cart upon hhn, msy be gathered from one of his 
priTOto letters, wntteu in the spring of 1820 — 
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An nmci'C'nntnl'U’ report In*: l’c\n cmiil itH thI 
t’nt op]'^ 0 (-<! njid tint I ndvocr'c-l the <,\coution nf tlic 

Court of Dm lor« Unlt-bitti Dnltr. nid tint hut tor me, it 
ivnuhl not lo\i Ikiu iirmd into tflcit 'ilie rijmrt, m e\cr\ 
in'", n to' ilh lUioid of fonntlit on Ntither did opjm*.c, 

nor did 1 "l\o ue— nt itlitr did 1 rui'c nor could I h ne jircicntcd 
— 'he nu Kun 'Hie nnUr n n oue Mliirh could not line hcon 
di-^oK'viHl nnle'c vc could toll the Court tint mc ore •uiiircmenud 
thej. fulnrdiintc Mi '(ntinuuti on the subject nro rtxonled, 
irith n new, it possible, to fret the onler ri.'inidcd , but I think it 
Ai'v prolnblc tint tho\ ivill not hi relnhctl In the hi'.hcr powers 
In the ine-in i-hile the report aboM, notmil Ins ntferlj ruined 
the rt f^nrnt ‘I'nond of tlio Amn ’ m tlic estinntion of tint 
oxnsjicmfc-d boh, and has hclpcil to show him pmctienlh how 
worthless tint is whieh the hrenth of rumour can destroi , and ict 
It Is thn ichieh men arc most amhitions of in this irorJd ol sdh- 
nc?s — p/orc// S, 1S20] 

It Incl been the intention of Lord William Bculmck to 
liavc romoted, foi a tinic, in the course of the }ear 1820 , 
the scat of Government from Calcutta to the Uppei 
Piotinces; but the proposed measure found httle fatom 
at home, and the project liad been abandoned Still, ns 
the year advanced, the Gkivernor-Gencral encouraged the 
idea of carrj'ing out, in a modified form, his original 
intentions , and it w as designed that Sir Charles IMetcalfe 
should accompany him on Ins tour to Upper Lidia. On 
this subject he ivrotc to the same correspondent ^ 

“Tlie plan of talung the Goicmment hodilj' to the Xorth- 
■Westem Pronnees is abandoned Put I nm still to accompany 
the Governor-GeneraL The Commander-in-Clnef and my col- 
league, Bajley, mil form ‘Tice-Prcsident m Council’ m Calcutta 


* Iiieut "Wilham Hislop I can find no later letter addressed to 
tins cherished correspondent Hot long aftenrards be iras carried 
off by one of the diseases of the country He iras the son of Sir 
Thomas Hislop, who had done such good service in the war of 
1817-18, and a young ofiiccr of very high promise He w as rapidlj' 
rising m the diplomatic hue when death deprived the country of 
Ins services. 



C4 Tn£ SEior uf cockcil. 

1 like tbo arrangtanait, becaoie I «xaiUs tbo proper pUco fbr a 
cormoEDor to be %ith tbo OoTcmor-Geitenl t end I iball tee Kme 
(Hendi; and look QpoQ di«n{e of air and Kcoe aa good for tay 
bealtb. In oUmt rexpocta, U dMt not proedae moeb dcQ^O. I 
am not more intimate with Lord WQUam than 1 mu <m tlie dty at 
hli arriTiL I har* not a fHood In the whole party Borne i 
ntbff like, and aome I rather diiUkei but with any I »ee no 
rharu-* of drawing mneh together and expect to be hi a grent 
meanm alone daring the trip ” — B 18X9 ] 

But tlu8 arrangement, Uko the larger one, wai Jobte- 
quently abandoned Lord "William Beatlnck commenced. 
Hi tour in the Upper Provmcee attended only by iome 
Tngmbera of the Secretariat and hit pcraooal ftaff hir 
Bayley became Deputy Qorenior and Ylce-Preaident in 
Ckmncil and Sir Chariea Mctoalfe remained with hm in 
Ckilcntta to carry on the oontmt bneincsa of internal 
adnunlitrmaoQ 

The appromxnaticia which Metcalfe hxkd eo much deitred 
had before thoa anipioionily commenced. Lord W nTiam 
Bentmok and Sir Chorlee lletcalfe were men who in ipita 
of eome diremties of peraonal character had too much in 
common not t? admire mkl to honour when th?y under 
ftood one another and the atrongeit and moet In jt m g 
friendihlpi are often thoee which are preceded by acme 
introdnetory Teaeire. Tbo new Governor-General had 
htUe external warmth and Metcalfe waa at first pained 
and duoppointed by Ha ooldnesa of Tnanwr If Ixjrd 
William Bentinck had amved m India with any foregone 
oonolusicmi hoetQe to Ha colleague they were aoon du 
corded ai unworthy prejodicei utterly at ranance with hi* 
growing expenenco of the fine cjuahtiefl of the mnn 
There was the Bune simpUcity of chnincter the *aino 
honefty of pnrpoie, the same itrength of rcaolotion — in a 
word, the some manline** of character in them "both j and 
Metcalfe eoon ceixied to complain that they did not draw 
towarda each other Before the Governor General com- 
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menced Ins first tour to tlic Ujiper Provinces, a fi iend‘-lnp 
had grown up between the two statesmen which nothing 
but dcatli could terniinalc or diminish. Tlie correspondence 
between them, fiom this time, was close and fainiliai It 
seems, as far as I hai e been able to trace it, to liaie liad a 
most auspicious commencement. Befoic his depaiture 
from Calcutta, the Governor-General had received from 
Lord Ellcnborougli, who then presided at the India Board, 
a letter w rittcn in the best early mannci of that statesman 
— a letter containing, as Lord "William Bentinck truly 
said, the most “beneiolent and excellent sentiments ” In 
it he “ expressed an anxious desire to promote by every 
means in his powei the welfare and happiness of the great 
Indian population,” and he c.illcd upon the Governor- 
General foi “ an unresen'ed comimmication of any senti- 
ments or suggestions he might have to offer in fui thcrance 
of Lord Ellenborotigh’s truly sound and statesmauhke 
news ”* “ Anxious I must be,” continued Lord "Wilham 
Bentinck, “ to answer to this call, but sensible at the same 
time of my own incompetency to the task, I can only 

* These are Lord "Wilbam Bentinck’s words I cannot deny 
myself the pleasure of quoting the passages m Lord Ellenhorough’s 
letter to which he especially refers — “ "We must bnng the total 
expenditure, here and in India, within the income, and so mnch 
■withm the mcome as to he enabled to reduce taxation India 
cannot nse imder the pressure of present taxation, and to make 
the people of that country consumers of the manufactures of 
England, we must first make them rich That object is remote, 
indeed, hut we must endeavour to attain it ” And agam — “ We 
haA e a great moral duty to perform to the people of India, We 
must, if possible, give them a good and permanent government 
In domg this, we confer a greater benefit upon the people of this 
country than m sacrificing the interests of India to the apparent 
present interests of England The real interests of both countries 
are the same. The convulsion which ivould dissolve their con- 
nection would entail much loss upon us, and brmg desolation, 
upon India ” 

YOL U 
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obtiin tio information Lord EUcnborongfa Tninti by s 
recourte to greater arpenence and Irnowledge- In this 
diffloolty I confidently apply to yon for ilurt aisiitaoce 
ttIucIi no man in India is better able to afibrcL”* If any 
thing conld hare brought the two ftalesmen together it 
•mmld hart) been such an appeal as this. They loon found 
that they had a oomznon mtereat in the happinen of the 
people and that they oonld labour earnestly nnd diligently 
together m the same great canae. 

It has been aoid that on the departure of the Gorernor- 
Generml for Upper India, the charge of the local Govern 
ment deTolved on Mr Botterworth Bayl^ Bat on the 
11th of November, that long-tned nrol i-xr eTTmt pnbho 
somnt, having completed his appointed tima in Connoil, 
oeaaed to be a member of the Goroniment, and prepared 
to r eturn to EnglgruL Bur Gharlea MetcaHe then beoame 
Deputy-Gorernor and Prendent of the CouncD and Mr 
Blent, wbo had been pronaionally appointed became 
Metcolies coQengne in the Gorernment. Captain John 
Sutheriand irho had eerred trader Metcalfe in Hyderabad 
and fubaequcatly accomponied him to Bhnrtpore, Tra* 
appointed Private Secretary to the Deputy-Governor and 
Inantenant J M, Higguuon f whom he had first met in 
1826 ra the trenches before B hn rtp or e, nnd who subse- 
quently in Lord W Bentmok’s famil y, hod perpetuated the 
fitvouiable impraatian then made on Metcalfe s mmd, 
became also a member of hia penonal stafi* 

At this time Mr Lnihtngton, a Madras civilian, occupied 
the choir at that Prendenoy and Bir John ATnlra-Jm, o 
'Kr»drra officer wai Govemor of Bombay The Anglo- 
Indian public, who had also seen TbomaB Mrmxo nnd 

• Lord TF to Sir daria IS, 

^ —It it greafly^*^^ i rgrefte d ILu I iave not bi a r p oss mVin 

'ifrtiaslfc ■ sDfwerto-^ letter 

' t How (lalS) Blr,^ ^ mggloson, Goveraor ofthellanrithn. 



^roiinlftnnrt Elplnnstonc in sitintion'5, h.ul brgnn to 
look upon llicm nb tlic untnrnl rcnanl‘5 of dibtinguislicd 
mont displayed in tlic scnico of ihc Coinpau} And it 
Mas mraoured in the course of 1800, that Metcalfe would 
he appointed to succeed vSir John jM.ilcolm at Bomhay 
Rumours of all kinds arc always sufficiently rife lu 
Calcutta; and there docs not appear to liaic been any 
better foundation for tins than the undeniable fact, tint 
tlic appointment w’ould have been a good one If the idea 
avere ever encoui aged m the high places of Go\ eminent, 
It does not seem to haie taken an}- tangible shape or 
substance, and it was soon known in Calcutta that Lord 
Clare had been appointed Governor of Bombay 

But another opportunity of rcwaixlmg IMctcalfe s sen ices, 
and at the same time of confoiiing substantial beneffis on 
the country, was soon about to present itself In the 
comse of 1831, it was knowm that the Goieinment of 
Sladras would soon be vacated by hli Lusliington A 
successor was, tlierefoie, to be appointed , and it was not 
doubted that a most worthy and a most efficient one could 
be foimd in Sii Charles hletcalfe He had many friends 
and many admirers in the Court of Directors hlr Eaven- 
shaw, the Deputy-Chauman, wnote out to Loid IViIham 
Bentmck, that he had suggested tlie appointment to the 
President of the India Board, and had good hope tliat it 
would be carried into effect* But when the time came 
for the appointment to be officially made, the Government 

* On the 24thofl^roTemher, 1831, Mr Eavensliaw, then Deputy- 
Chauman of the Court of Duectors, wrote privately to Lord 
William Bentmck “ I quite agree inth you about Metcalfe I 
heheve I told you that I had urged the Cliairman to give him the 
opjtion of remammg'm Council, and I am now m great hopes that 
this will he done I have also suggested hun m the same quarter, 
as weH as to Mr Grant, as the most fit man m India to take the 
chair at Madras ^ and I doubt much if so fit a man can he found 
here ” 
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Tfu conferred upon Str Frcdcnok Adam, an oW Boldjer of 
liigli repute, ■who had rendered Bemcee to hi* country 
■worthy of reinmi, but ■who»e onleoedenti had not especially 
(jnahhed him for the adnuniitnvtion of Indian t&ira. 

The outer history of this transaction is, that Sir Charlee 
Metcalfe “ could not bo spared fenn BengaL”* The i n ner 
history i*, that ■?Biy p ow erfu l intercat was set rit work to 
eecnre the nomuutdon of Sir Frederick Adam It is under 
stood that the guardian of his Majesty s consmence felt no 
pnekinga of hli own when ho eictrtcd himself to push the 
son of an old Scotch friend into the place which the ablest 
Indian statesman of tbo day stood ready prepared to occupy 
After the appomtmcDt had taken place, it transpued at 
the India House that the Breaident of the Indux Board — 
Sir Charles Grant — was not un willing to support tho 
ncminatioa of Bir Charles Metcslfe. And there ware 
members of the Court who bad they been aware ot this 
dispomticm, would hs're done battle in behalf of their own 

* On the 34th of Usreh, ts^ Mr Tocher wrote to Sh Cbarka 
KetetlA I — " Bir F Adam goes to Msdru. I bed, at coe tixoe, 
bo^ that TOO mtfdit haTe been prcfoaed Ibr this Oorecmnnit ) 
hot there wen Mreral caodidatea, and an tntmst which has 
beoi powofol hoe aTvt elsewbsa tn the end prenlled.'’ And on 
the Seth, aancrcEQfdiig that the appednUnent had actoaHj taken 
place, be added t * I <fid not tlitnfc It pradent to bring fbmrd 
TOttr nazoe (althou^ U had been under cooalderaticra), becaow 
tba bitoest of Sir Fredodek Adam wia ao powerful aa to e ifur e 
socoeaa, and beomae ertn locoe of tbooe who were CQnoected 'with 
that interest were of opinion that joa could no* be spared from 
Bergal, srhlle others are adreraeto the appointment of Company s 
terrants to the rittatkm of goremon.'’ The plea that lletciifr 
ccnld not be spared from Bogal waa put fiirwmid more spoclfi 
oilly by Mr Earenshaw who wrote cm the 4th of April j " It 
nay be aathftrtnrr to Bir Cbarlat Metcalfo to know that it was 
the high Tiltt* eet upon hb eerrlcea tn Bengal which akm pie- 
•T fTTte d bbi T Wisnln a tl an to the OoTe ni ment nf Ijadraa. This you 
wlU mj U bard upon hhn, bat h waa tboujiit boe that priTalo 
fedbigs emght to y Wd to tbo pobDc good.* 
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servant But somehow or other, a higher influence than 
that of the India Boaid earned everything before it The 
idea that Metcalfe could not be spared from Bengal seems 
to have taken root just where it was intended. And 
honest men really beheved that they were piomoting the 
best interests of the country committed to their care when 
they were unconsciously yielding to the influence of a 
brotherhood of Scotch lawyeis 

But although the Government of Jfadras was not con- 
ferred on Sir Charles Metcalfe, the East India Company • 
were enabled at this time to mark their high sense of his 
character and conduct by an act of grace with which the 
Kmg’s mimsters had no constitutional authority to inter- 
fere In August, 1832, his five years' tenure of office 
as a member of Council would expire, but it was com- 
petent for the Court of Directors to renew his lease of 
a seat at the Government Board To have suffered this 
penod to expire without extending it, or appointing Met- 
calfe to some higher office, would have been to have lost 
his services altogether And this India could not well 
afford Moreover, there were some great changes looming 
in the distance, uhich rendered it especially; desirable that 
so ripe a statesman as the semor member of Council 
should not depart from India On the 16th of September, 
1831, Lord Wilham Bentmck had written to Mr Charles 
Grant, who by this time had succeeded Lord Ellenborough 
at the India Board, saymg, “ Sir Charles Metcalfe will be 
a great loss to me His service in Council expires in 
August He quite ranks with Sir Thomas Munro, Sir 
John Malcolm, and Mr Elphinstone If it be mtended — 
and the necessity cannot adnnt of a doubt — to form a 
second local Government m Bengal,* he undoubtedly 
ought to be at the head, I strongly recommend him. 

* Tliat IS, to divide the old Bengal Presidency 
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'Wiulft he hoi tlwsjs nuuntnlned tlio mo«t perfect m de- 
pcodcbcc of character and conduct), he hai bem to me 
ft moet Ecfdoufl lapportcr and fnimdly cQUeagne*” TVTxether 
the flost loiuL Compotij had at this time £xed their 
regards upon Sir Chariei hfetcrdfa as the fatnra heed, of 
the neir G tneia aieat, I do not know yfjih reference 
to fooh an ams^ement) it was donbden expedient that 
he should remain at his port. Bnt whether there wtro 
any preepectrro object or not In the meatnrt) on the 14th 
of Dticetober, 18S1, It was reaedred at a Court of Dxrectore, 
‘ that Bit Charles Theophlliis SJetcalfe, who succeeded as a 
taemberoftha Bengal Conned on the Sith of Aiigiist)1837, 
and whoee petsod of eemee under the Court s reaolution of 
the 1st of April, 1801 will eijme on the 2-lth of Augtut, 
1833 be cantinttcd m Coimcii for the ftmher term of two 
years fimn the eiplraticiii of such penod." The Tote wua 
earned with ancIunatioQ.. It seemed hot a poor recom 
pciac {be the less of the Modru Gorenuiicnt bat either 
one or the other os far os he war swayed by mere per 
sonal eonsideratmna, wonid haro beeoi regard by him 
with nnconceTiL. Hla thongbta had for aocoe tune been 
trrmlng hornswards. Ho had been dxuannng » ^Trt 
again of the seat in FodiameuL He stih bdiered that on 
that arena he would gain higher distmotum tb«n anj 
he bad gamed in Indio. And it would not hOTU troubled 
birn if his old maitrTi had not sought a renewal of Ms 
tamoe. SdU the extensicni of his tnne in. Ccranal teas an 
honour and such was his seiise of tho chums of the public 
•errioe that if his contmoaoce m Intba had Eieen itr more 
irksome than it reoDy was, he would hare cheerfoDy con- 
sented, under any ciroumstaiKes of personal sacofiocr M 
remain at Ms post. 

Bit Charles lletenlfe was, for nearly seven ywn, ft 
member of the Supreme Council of India and throughout 
this penod he continually resided in Calcutta or the near 
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neiglibotirliood During the first years of liis residence at 
the Presidency he occupied a house on the banhs of the 
nver, at Garden Peach He subsequently removed to 
Allipore, a more inland suburb, taking up Tus abode at 
Government House during the absence of the GovemoV- 
General, and spending occasional brief intervals of rustica- 
tion at Barrackpore* Throughout all this penod he 
enhvened Calcutta mth magmficent hospitahty He was 
in the enjoyment of almost uninterrupted health, and he 
appears to have been cheerful and contented The want 
which he mostly lamented was the want of leisure He 
had httle to devote to his Tiooks Except from tune to 
time, on the way to and from Barrackpore, when a volume 
of some favourite author — often a classical one — was his 
companion, the gratification of his love of general reading 
was almost wholly denied to him He hved continually in 
harness — official and social He rarely, until the business 
of the day was done, went beyond the hunts of his oivn 
premises His house at Alhpore was surrounded by 
spacious park-hke grotmds, and at early morning he might 
sometimes be seen nding in top-boots, an article of eqiiip- 
ment in which he always rejoiced, on a plump white horse, 
with a groom upon either side of him His labours com- 
menced every mommg at seven o’clock Prom mne to 
twdve he devoted to breakfast and the reception of visitors 
Eor the most part they were visits of busmess Prom 
ti\ elve to seven he was contmually at work, and frequently 
ivhen at home, with no social claims upon him, returned 
to busmess after dinner But m spite of these exhausting 
labours in n. most exliausting climate, he never seemed to 
be exhausted When he appeared at the dinner-table m 
the evemng he was cheerful, ammated, and entertaimng , 

* A large military cantonment sixteen miles from Calcutta, 
wliere tlie Governor-General lias n countryxesidence on the hanks 
of the Hooghly 
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alTHiy* ccmrtwraj, afiRible, and good natured rwy tolermnt 
of tbe dulneai of otbcr ma ^nth hunaelf, a ititcg dix 
position to bo mirttfol-vnUuntbe IimitJ of beooming mirtlu 
Tho brisk soDie* of indifferent wit with which he enliTtned 
society are itill rememberod by many who remember little 
else regarding him. But there ore iome who che ri sh a 
pleasant recollection of hie Sctnrdny dinner pertie*, at 
which the conre iaa tioai, for the mott pert of a liberal 
character was of a higher tone ordinarily distingmiheB 
the fcioTQ-iAajias of Calcntta, Metcalfe • own share in 
it, trotanged by the least lore of display was remarkable 
for the strong good aenae, and sumenmea for the almost 
prophetic eagacity that informed it, 

Btrt the real history of hia hfe at thia time u to be 
found among his paper*, the original drafts of which ore 
now before me. They indicate, m a very striking manner 
both th« labononsneM and the ccmscieDtionsness of the 
man. There was scarcely a sobjeot connected with the 
whole question of onr position in India to the elnmdatioii 
of which be did not address himself in an elaborate 
minute. He was not a wordy writer He went straight 
to the poant — In a few pregnant sentences stated his 
opimons — and then proceeded to support them with a 
goodly array of facts and argument*. There was a 
otiaightfarwardDeti of muniw m all hia writings which, 
if it did not ahraya carry coimction with it, at all erenta 
nnpretaed the reader with a strong sense of the earnestness 
and sincerity of his nUeranoes. There were no ehions and 
pretence* about them. He was not capable of any kind of 
Wi>*Viw y or rhiranriy He erred as do all men bat when 
he erred, there was alwt^ o sonl of goodnea* in the eril 
of his error 

Bnnng the first years of Bit Charles lletcalfe s occu 
pancT of the scat at the CcnmcH Board, the attention ot 
and his coUeagne* was toamly giren to matters ol 
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economical leform. The evpondilure of the Company •was 
exceeding their ^e^ enue , and this ^Ictcalfe at once pi o- 
nounced an evil, to the remedy of vs Inch it was pnmanl} 
necessary'' to devote all the energies of Go\ ernmeiit 1 here 
was a time when the ardom and impetuosity of the }onng 
statesman had chafed under all sorts of financial restraints. 
When a young political assistant in Lord Lake s camp, ho 
had combated the sober opinions of Shercr, the accountant , 
and at a Htei peiiod, in the camp of Lord Hastings, liad 
wiattcn elaborate minutes for the Goveinor-Geneial, in- 
tended to reason down the economical arguments ot 
Edmonstone and Don deswell, and their suppoitcrs at 
home But he had now become one of the holders of the 
public purse, age and experience had brought wnth them 
the W'onted growth of financial prudence , and he stood forth 
an economist among economists, A consideiable piopor- 
tion of his earliei minutes w'ere devoted to questions of 
financial reform But true to the faith of his younger 
days, he always consistently opposed any diminution of 
our means of military defence Some of his papers on the 
necessity of maintaining in India efficient war-establish- 
ments at aU times, whatever might be the aspect of the 
pohtical horizon, are masterpieces of argumentative states- 
manship But they were based upon what was long beheved 
to be an exaggerated idea of the insecurity of our position 
in India He was wont famiharl}'- to say, that we were 
sitting on a barrel of gunpowder, and that the explosion 
might take place any day when we w ere least expecting it 
His wntmgs, pubhc and private, W'henever they touched 
upon the general question of our rule in the East, were all 
more or less pervaded by this one leading idea He was, 
to use his own words, ever “ anxiously alive to the insta- 
bility of our Indian empire ” ' 

Convinced as he was that the continued tenure of our 
Indian possessions was entirely dependent upon the 



74 TUI BEAT El couxcn- 

efBcicaoy of our vgr-erinbliahmentit he cootenili?d, »£iuiut 
e r oj y propo»ed dimintihon of our menni of defmce. Bet 
m propor ti on to the clcamcffl with which ho recognued 
the neccsBity of tm nudimimahcd expenditure in that one 
directloii, wni the real with which ho pujhed Im propoanli 
for retrenchment m every other quarter Ho naed to my 
half jestingly, half soTTOwfdlly, that he waa afraid hia 
oollcoguea wonld regard him os a Goth, He wuJ sceptical, 
indeed of tho admntogei to bo donved by the peoplo of 
Tndin. from some of thooo grand improrementa on 

which in these days the greatest possible stress u wisely 
and properiy hud os agents of oilightenmant anlira- 
tion. It must not be forgotten, hcmcrer that n quarter 
of a centnry of the most wonderftil piognaa that the world 
has erer seen has ol ap*<*d since Charles MctcaHe, who 
was in many respects before the age in which he hred, 
wrote and recerded minato qoestimiliig the bqiefita to 
be conferred on India by stenm-ahipe, telegraphs arid 
roods. 

In these departmenta and m many others — os mints 
surreys, and grants to the Agnctdtural Society he imtintWl 
proposals far a redaction of expenditure. He was eoger 
to pare the exuberance of all costly or ergr ow n estabhsh- 
ments, and to abolish all offices of questionnblh odrantage 
to tho state. In India there are no sinecures, or 
would have had the axe to the root of them with an 
unipanDg hand but there is bora and there an occsmcmal 
distribution of offices to wiuoh the process of conEolida 
turn may be beEteficinlly applied and fhu Metcalfe was 
not slow to recommend. His own pnrileged eemca wu* 
not the one to which he would bare applied tho knife with 
tho tcaidcrost hand. 

Tho years of Metcalfe s oonnecticra with the Bopreme 
Gorernment of India were emphaticolly years of financial 
reform. They wore also diatinguiihod by oonsiderablc 



COUNCIL MNUTES 


75 


domestic improvement, and the progressive diffusion of 
liberal principles among tlie govermng classes It wns a 
period of unwonted tranquillity Affairs of onteinal admi- 
mstration were not made to give place in the minds of our 
statesmen to the urgencies of warhlce preparation The 
wheels of Government moved quietly round , but tlie 
progress of the great machine was ceitam ’\Yhat were 
Metcalfe’s opimons regarding many of the vexed questions 
of Indian adnumstration which came before the Govern- 
ment at this time — questions some of which have been 
smee set at rest — may be gathered from the folloinng 
extracts fiom his minutes — * 

“ Adsexce of the Govehnoe-G-eneiul rnoM his Co^^cm — 

I am thoroughly convinced, that whenever the public servioe 
requires the protracted absence of the Governor-General from the 
Presidency, esceptmg in the cases of his proceeding to another Pre- 
sidency, or commanding an army in the field, he onghtto be accom- 
pamed by the Council In other words, that the Government 
ought m any case to remam united, and as complete as possible, 
and not he divided into separate authonties actmg with lU-deflned 
relative powers If it is salutaiy that the Governor- 

General should have a Council to aid him m the ordmary trans- 
actions of Government at the Presidency, it must he salutary also 
that he should have the same assistance when called to a distant 
part by important exigencies of the puhhc service It is to he 
remembered that the Governor-General carries in his own person 
the Supreme Goi ernment , and the practice has always been, 
durmg tlie absence of the Governor-General from the Presidency, 
tliat matters of peace and war and political negotiation — 
matters on wluch our existence as a power in India may at any 
tune depend are under his pecuhar and exclusive controL How 
can it be that the same lav which has declared the deliberation 
of a Council to he necessary for the admimstration of his 
Government m the most ordmary affairs, shonld mean unneces- 


* Tlie passages cited are intended merely to show the bare 
opmions of Sir Cliarles ^letcalfe on tbe subjects to wluch they 
relate They convey httle idea of his hterary style, or of the 
logical arrangement of lus arguments 
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nrflj to dfprlrc him of that utiiUoce, or to remore that check 
vhcn the most fanportcnt meamts kto to be msdertaken? — 
[ 1 /orrA ft, 1830 ] 

“ V TTj-i nM BETTLonarra ajid IItotwib BETELEMum.'— 
I admire tho strodore of the Yfllago cotnmmdtie*, and 
am apprehauhe that direct enKascmaita Hbr reraroa wUh c»ch 
•epeimto landholder or cnltirator In a Tlltafle, might tcid to destroy 
lU cowtltntkHi 

“ *1118 T lTUgo pfK u m mittW tre little rcpobUc*, baTing Dmil7 
OTerjlhl^ that they »miit within thanaelrea, and ahnoat Inde- 
pendent of any foreign rtlatlona. They aeon to last where 
nothing elae Ins^ Dynasty alter ^nasty tumbles dowu, Eero- 
lertioQ sncnecda to rerotatloii. lIlndoD, Potnn, Mogul, Mshratta, 
fliVh, English, are all masten in tmn, but the Tillage commnnitles 
remain the nine. In tftnea of tronble they ann and fbrtiiy them 
telrea. An boctlle army panca thniugfa tiw cxjuntry TheTiHagB 
conimunitlea collect th^ cattle witbln theh walls, and let tho 
enemy pan nnprorohed. If plunder and denjUtkm be directed 
agoinjrt thcmselrci, cod the tbfce oupbytd be fareaUti U e, they 
flee to friendly rOlagei at a dlstaace, b^ whsi the stann has 
pasaed orer they return and reacme their o c c op a tVm a. If a 
c oun try remain tat a seilei of years the acene of contlnned pEUfe 
sftfl masaacre, k *h"* the TQkges cannot be inhabhed, the scattered 
Tillagers nererthdesi return wbenerer the potcw of peaceable 
poaatjakm rertrea. A gwicratlon may pass away hot the sue 
cccdlng generatlan win return, tnie nns wfQ take the places of 
their frthoa— the woe the ftir the Tillage, the «tme positkms Ibr 
the houMa, the Hme lands will be re-occupled by the descendants 
of those who were ddren oat when the Tillage was depopuktcdi 
and It Is not a trifling matter that will drlre than out, ftrr th^ 
will often maintain their post through times of dl s t urb aoco and 
coQTulskm, and acquire strength vaffidoit to resist pCQage and 
oppression with roecen. 

^ This unhm of tho Tillago eommaidties, each one forming a 
■eperate little stata In ita^ hai, I canectre, contributed mare 
than any other causo to the presofT o tion of the people of Indio, 
H imii gh all the rerolutlonf and cbongea which they 1 »to rafltred, 
and Is In a high degree condodTU to thdr happiness snd to the 
enjoymait of a great pcrtloD of freedoto and Independence. I 
wish, therofbre, that tho THIage esmstitutkas may nerer be dis- 
turbod, and I dread ererything that has a tendency to break them 
up. lam fcarful that a rerenne aettleinent, separately Tilh each 
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indnidual cultivator, as is tlie practice m tlic Eyotivar Settleraeut, 
instead of one intli the village commimity, through their repre- 
sentatives the head men, might ha^ e such a tendency For tins 
reason, and for this only, I do not desire to see the Ryotwar Set- 
tlement generally introduced mto tlie 'Western Provmces ” — 
\November 7, 1830 3 

“Maohiotkt of Revenue and Jdbiciae Absonistiiatiox — 
On the question of the umon or separation of the judicial and 
revenue branches of the pubhc service, I entertain notions 
entirely m favour of union Were I myself to ventui'e on a pro- 
posal to nen-modify our civil adnunistration I should recommend, 
as the arrangement m my mind best smted to the character of 
our native subjects, and best calculated to promote their liappmess, 
the division of the country mto small districts, in each of which an 
European otScer should be supermtendent, muting all authorities 
m lus own person, and havmg imder linn nati\ e officers for the 
administration of the district in all branches Several of these 
districts to be formed into a division, under the control of a 
superior officer or commissioner, exercising muted authority in 
all branches, and the commissioners to be , subordinate to one 
general supermtendmg authonty at the Presidency ” 

“Rights op East - Indians (siixed eaces) and Native 
Christians — I regret the distmctions which exist m laws, rights, 
privileges, and immunities among the several classes of subjects 
inbabitmg the territory under British rule in India, and I thmk it 
desirable that all the exclusions and disabihties under which 
any class may labour, whether European, East Indian, or native, 
should be removed and abolished as soon as possible 
The East Indians, although native by birth, and partially by 
descent, are ns much or more European by descent, and by 
education, habits, manners, and rehgion, are European and 
Christian If, therefore, it be impossible to consider all subjects 
on an equahty, and consequently necessary to assign the East 
Indians to one class, as distmct from another, mstead of bemg 
declared natives, they would be more properly, m my opmion, 
classed with Europeans, or form a class by themselves 
Our legislation m India has been chiefly for Hindoos and ilahom- 
edans, who form the mass of the people, and for whom it has 
been hbeml and careful But it could never have been mtended 
to exclude native Clinstians, in matters of justice and law, from 
luinlegcs granted generally to people of other rehgions, and it 
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cnJj Ttamlni, 1 prwnme, lor Ibo Goraninent -to Jcctiljr -whatOTW 
omUrfom bflTB tnadrertgrtlj oeam e d .*’ — [ 17 1831] 

• ABQuncoi OT StTrEHv— I cortkflT ctmoEr in Ibe propowd 
prohlbitloQ of tbo hntoolntloo of Bhidoo vidoiri on the linml 
p j TO tbeir hnibnoa*. I do n sot irltbont •pprebeuiao that 
tho meuare mAj powibljr bo toed the diaiillhetcd, Infl n t mrt a ! , 
oTwl dnlgnins of oar nhJecU to tnfUrtw tbe pushmi of the nralU- 
tndo Awl prodnco a rtdighnn oxdlannt, the coeueqnencef of 
■which. If CBce »ct In actiaD, cannot be fomooiL. Bat there la 
rcaaoiiiible g r uu nd to bopo that tt wlH be aohoiltted to without 
realttnoCQi and if It be carrU into efi^ truMpilIlj^ and be sot 
made an eogiDO to prodoee tnamTecUoD in tha earlj period of Iti 
opemtion, I haro no fbar wbatero of Ita canthi# noy daafer 
xemotdp It la not of a f4t«r»iHi»r to CTtaie i«notely any bad 
theUng Ita humane thI bcneroIcDt motiTe snot be achnow 
ledged by all who an sot blinded by ■ndlgfama pre^ndlcB. Tha 
kmeer It cootlnaBa in oparatioo -nnoppoied, the more certainly 
the lUfldoQa wTL becocoe reoondled to it Iha longer they Ke 
that it ia QCFt acro gip nnWnl by any attadr ee tbe leswated litea 
of thab nUgloTi, tha leti tlMy will be by the appedMulan 

of each an attach. It may pohapa, be madespe of in thnei af£a> 
tarboBca, 11 ^ oor vmmy c u i n , or any other praotiee offtaiaiTe to 
the Hiodnoa, oa a raQyliig-cx7 to rnabu coomcai eittae among 
them) hot emt Ibr that im p oae , after iti sorettr hod eeued, 
it would be lea influcnttal than other thinga already exlatlng, 
Twi would iiot cf itaeif ca«e any goiaal comiaotloa that would 
not be aa likely to happen, the people hclBg pi e dl ap oa ed that way 
-whether thia n>eaaara were adopted or not, I expect that tho 
■Httw win come when it -will bo -anlTumlly aclajowlodged by tha 
people of India os tbe beat act pertbnned by the Jtrlthh Goran 
ment. 3Iy only ftxn, or donhti, are aa to ha early effceta, etd 
-tboee an not ao atrong oa to dleaoade me^atn joining heartily hi 
tha fopprcaalan of the horrlhla c uat au by whkh ao many Urea are 
CTodly aarrlfifrd.'* — lA, IBJS ] 

“lia TTiTJ Batta Oanm. — ^Tho leauh of my ohaerratlaia, 
^ twaoty-dgiit yeaia, dnrtng which, Ihr tto part, tho onzae 
rf pnbOc aerrloe -that I hare followed haa lai to my aaaodating 
^nore whi offlem of tbo army of oil the three PreildeDelei -than 
■with any otha dan of aoeirty ia a perfect coarictkni that the 
allowance* of odOeoa on fidl hwtta are barely i nJ lt cleu t fer their 
proper a o pport in thdr aereral raaka, and do 3»t admit of any 
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redaction mtliout great suffenng^ I <^0 not niean to 

assert that it is impossible to exist on less hlen mast of coarse 
contnve to exist accordmg to the alloixances irlucli they receive 
Bat I do most senoosly mean distinctly to submit as my confirmed 
opimon that there is no room for e(jmtable reduction in the full 
allowances of regimental ofllcers, and my hehef that very few, 
if any, entirely escape from debt in any rank below that of field- 
otacer, although exercismg the utmost moderation and economy 
I was, therefore, much gneved when we received the 
orders of the Honourable Court du-ectmg the reduction of certam 
stations of the Bengal army to half-batta allowances It appeared 
to me, as it did to tbe Governor-General and Mr Bayley, that we 
could not do otherwise than obey tbe peremptory orders then 
received from the supreme authorities m England The 

same considerations mduce me to suppose that it is not in oui 
power to revoke these orders Had I conceived that this Govern- 
ment possessed any discretionary anthonty on the subject, tbe 
execution of that measure would never have received my assent j 
for it appears to me, with every deference to the high anthonties 
from which it has proceeded, to be extremely unwise and mex- 
pedient, fraught with mischief and improductive of any essential 
good ” — [J/arc/t 2, 1829 ] 

“Ikteuferenoe mTH Hatite States — I should conceive tliat 
as long as a state can manage its own mtended afiairs without 
our intervention, and without aggression on others, we have no 
nght whatever to interfere But the nght may he acquired when 
a state, from weakness or mismanagement, is compelled to sohcit 
our aid m its mtemal affairs It then becomes a question of 
pohey whether we shah afford the aid sought, and may stipulate 
for any conditions which we may choose to impose as the pnee of 
our aid if we deterrame to grant it Provided that the aid which 
we grant, and the conditions which we require, he not attended 
with mjusticc to any other party, we may acquire a similar nght 
of interference when tlie confusion ansmg from mtemal convul- 
sions m a state affects the tmnquilhty of other states "W^e are then 
called upon by our duty of protection to other states to suppress 
\ that confusion , and at bberty to impose such obbgations as may 
be deemed necessary to secure the permanence of the tranquilhty 
which we exert ourselves to re-estahbsh But without causes 
that render interference a. duty consistent mth treaty, or such 
occurrences ns warrant a change m our treaties, vre are bound 
to abide by tbe treaties which exist, and by those generally we 
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h»Te no rialit to awiimo tbe poircr of Jntcrikrenca — [i)«a«A<r 
SO 1830] 

“ Tbero U na thkig In our political odmlnlttnitkai tlat roq ulna my 
much drcmnipccUoa autloQ, and dlncot Judgmoit, oi 
Interference In tlie offidn of other otatct. A ifaigle nditika of an 
ofcnt mar cuoao Irrcparahle mtachld^ and the poirer Idt to offonta 
OB mch occatkpoa Ij Almoot omjt hlng dependa on 

thdr Judgment The eflbeta of Interference arc anything but 
certaim It Ji not, therrfbre, a condoilTe aigument in feroar of 
Interference, ahbomh It li the beat, that wo may thereby prcT imt 
ctH, foe on the contrary we are jut aa likely to create It I 
sbould, indeed, aay iofiriLtelr more ao And the erll created by 
Interference la generally Irremedlahle. It contlnunlly if not 
ootoulbly doatroyi the atate to which It la applied i and learea it 
only a nominal, if any exUtence. Aa a dlplomatlo agent, I hare 
had a port In cartyiog bitn both Intorfertng and non Inter 
fartag policy \ and the reonU of my own expoleace haa left two 
atrong Impreortona on my Flrot, that we ought not to 

Interfere tn the internal ajlain of other atatea If we am aroM It ^ 
ud, Kccmdiy that If we do isterfeie, we ought to do ae deddedly 
and to the fell extent requlilte for the object whkh we hare in 
Tier Oar tttemptt to feterfere ibr the better pyrmmmt of 
other atatea lure oftca been wretehed fJhirea aa to our pnrpoae { 
but hare, nerertheleat, hod til tbe bad effecta of iotecfertfica on 
tha atatea cuncemed, aa w^l aa on the min da of other atatei 
Where intecferoioe ■h«Il b ^lo , and where end, and to what object 
it ihall be Qondned, and bow that object ahaQ be accotopUahed 
wtthoot InTulTing ferther and anneceaeary interference, are all 
mere pcdnti to determtoa Tbe iintatko of IntorferenccTiltDgether 
la, indeed, tbe moat dlfBcolt of any In Indian policy | but Inter 
feronce la ao IDcdy to do erU, and ao little certain of dalng ^ood 
that h ought, I ooneelre to be avoided u modi aa potafble. — 
[A^ut li, 1633 ] 

"ALiDrAiiaaf Of Bwranm. — Our dominion In India la by 
congueft ) h la natoraDy dlaguatlng to the inhabitant!, and on 
tally he maintained by mllttary fbroe. 

“It ii our poiitlTe doty to tender them Justice, to retpect and 
protect their lighta, and to study their happteea. By tha 
performance of thla duty we may allay and dormant their 
dlmfffcctioQi but the eipeotailon of pcrchailng their 
cordkl attachment by gtatultona alVnutlcni of public rerenne 
would bo a vain ^mion, auie to be attended with fetal dlaap- 




82 


Tin: OAT nr coojtcil. 


oxtlodc tho RTTonts of tire CompeBy frini any iliire fn the 
cierdee of tho power of tho Proe. 

* That DO ponon In high offlcUl itetkin ahonld hare any ibare in 
tho irroflti of a nmpaper er any ctnreeetkm yh e tevp with tho 
political l*rcM, Mcma to he perfbctly propp and onqiKftkBahle. 

But that tho only rtnn of pcncou irho feel any Intoreat In tho 
CocDpony’i eo TO rant opt ahoijd be trtteriy prcdodoii from the 
omploynKait of their tnleitt In tboopcratlou of thoFrca appeon 
to be Tcry Impolitic. 

** Tho Fnaa in India, althoogh not free from re at ri d ton^ la 
fdlfLdatly fin to make it dcaliable that It aborild not fill gr^n 
■Irdy Into the handa of thoao who bcrroTcr loyal aa Untlih 
vnl^ectB, an dlcaflbctcil torruila the HaDOmable C ompany and 
that h wOl be (oienUy engroaacd hf aoch peraona moat be the 
natural eflbct of pi whvThij the aai ianta of the Company from 
tnktnff any ahon In h. 

• B hica the enactment of the local Uw by which newipapera an 

printed ccoder a Ikeoae, rerocable at pkaanr^ the p ro priata ra ami 
edhon being reapostible for the eostecti, it haa been ftrasd 
expedient to admit a eonaldenhle Utltnile of fiacoailaD i sor an 
thb be ardded vhhotrt adopting one of two rriTn'era either 
pnjdnytng th* extreme tnsafme of eSlnetlcn on erery eont&tied 
breedi of regnlatkn, whkb woold be banh and excite popular 
dl»gaat, or Into a contiinud expoatulalciTy and Incnlpatory 

comapmulence wi^ the editi)t% wfaloh woold be quite derogatory 
and d tar e pu toMa to tho Oorerament, and much m or e likely to 
bring It into rl£onl« and oaotonpt than anr fiwedom of (fiacnaake. 

I take It aa Tmlreraally granted that the Freaa ought to be free, 
ond anbject of e oLii ee to tiM Uwa, prorlded that h be not dangertmi 
to the ftabUhy of our Indian Eoqdie. 

■Should It CTC threatesi to become ao, the local CJoTPimKilt 
ought undoubtedly to poweia the perwo' of protecting the aaJtty 
of the State against thla or any other danger from wbatcrer 
quarter It may proceed > because It la Impcaalble in this (fiatant 
region tbai we can be protoeted on enwgeney by any emetmenta 
of the mothp country 

“Dot atpreaoit there b no ayinptum of danger ftum the freedom 
of the Pren In the bandi of either Europeana or natire# t and the 
pewp bring reeerred to prorldB fcr the pulilie aafrty agalort any 
danger by which It may at any tbna bo menaced, to crash what la 
in Itaelf capable of great good from on apireheoskm that It may 
pWMr under dieomataneea aa yet unroocrired be cooTorted into 
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an evil, •would be a forecast more honoured in the breach than the 
obse^^ ance 

“Arguing, tliercfore, on the supposifaon tliat the Press is already 
in some degree tree, and that it is not desirable to strangle its 
gromng hberty, the exclusion of the Company’s servants from 
s takmg a share in the exercise of the poiver winch that engme 
\\ields, appears to me to be the very reverse of expedient , and I 
^uch regret that the orders of the Court of Directors hai e not 
1^ employment m the Press open to aU then* servants, excepting 
thi^e in high official stations, and especially to gentlemen m the 
memcal hne, on the mdispensable condition tliat such employment 
shoi^d not be alloived to mtorfere with tlie due discharge of pubhc 
duties ” — {December 29, 1828 ] 

“Use of the Exglieh Dvnguage rx Couets of Justice — 
The Engbsh language seems to he the channd through winch we 
are most likely to convey improvement to the natives of India. I 
should, therefore, be disposed to promote the use of it as much as 
possible in our courts of justice 

“ The Persian, hke the Enghsh, is a foreign language m India, 
but havmg preceded the latter by some centuries, and liaiung 
been made the -wnting language of State busmess by the con- 
querors who mtroduced it, is^now famihor to the generahty of 
_weU-educated persons ; and the present race of native pubhc 
servants must pass away, and be succeeded by another difierently 
educated, before the Persian can be superseded generally m our 
courts by the Enghsh language 

“ Which shall ultimately be the official language for records is a 
matter of choice between two, as to India, foreign languages, and 
considermg that the Enghsh can supply more Icnowledge thin the 
Persian, it deserves to be the favourite, besides having a clmm as 
the language of the governors of the countiy, oral pleadmgs and 
the evannnation of witnesses must proceed as now m tlie ver- 
nacular tongue Eor record, they may as well be translated into 
Enghsh as mto Persian, when the pubhc officers have a sufficient 
acquaintance with the former 

“There is one part of our judicial proceedmgs which ought 
always, I conceive, to origmate m Enghsh — that is, whatever 
written order emanates from the European judge He ought to 
ivrite it Tvith his own hand, and from his ownhead, in the language 
in which he can best express himself, which -will of course he his 
o'wu As long as the rest of the records are kept m Persian, the 
judge’s Enghsh order, contammg his own reasomng, might he 
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in Central Asia — as the doiign* of Euana «id tlio -weat- 
ncas imd diBumon of tlie BurokiyB ’brotliert beemie moro 
and moro apparent, and oar diplomat! rta m Penia con 
tirmpd to bnng tbo otato of afihirs in Afghanistan to the 
notice of the Indian Govcminent, the best course of 
pTocednre, under tho orcrrmstanccg T^nch had onseii, 
anno to be incidantnUy discnaaed on Comical..* JSIr 
Ellis had suggtated that iro might Trln over Dost hlnhomed 
to otrr alhance, and acoare tho object of an efficient 
bamer ngminat inTasion from the TVeat, by supplying the 
Ameer vnlh arms money and perhaps, a few driB-instmo- 
tOTS. Mr Robertson-j' inclined strongly to this opinion 
and Metcalfe, irho rras of opinion that if the Goremment 
TTCrc to Bonction any kind of interference the le ss ■pa lpable 
it -wtn the more prudent, md to him, on~lhe breaking 
of Connell ofeer the question had been mooted * Tou may 
depend upon it, that the surestiray to dnrrEusaiaT^n ui 
vill he by oar TnaddJing with any of the states beyond the 
Indus.” And througbout the entire period of hu subsequent 
residence in Tndm ho adhered to the opinion, and fre- 
quently expressed it m his oorrcspondence mth Lord 
AnffklRn/^, that tha wisest oonne that the Bntish Govern 
ment could adopt 'irould be the TnainUmanoe, tu kmg as it 
could be maintained, with respect to flytamsl ts well as 
interaal states of a system of non-interference Had ho 
xemoined sxqirenie m Tndin, not a rnnn -would have been 
moved aoroes the Indni. 

* TiU •»« toTntrds tbo end of 183J I im antidpadsf the 
^au greM of the nsmdre, bat hawlaf la this ebapter mostrated 
Mettfiliff optadoci on the Bnno-Fcniaa qoestkm, and M I’niay 
fljidaoftttBroiiportunltj-<brrecartingtDlt,Iin*7asireIl porwie 
the nbfeetbera 

I Hr Eobatsoo, afte r w ar ds lisetemurt-QoTcraot of tbs yortb- 
Prorbices, was then tgoporartlj filling a vacaocy in ConnoD 
ty the absence of Mr Unas at Aflim, who bad been 
l e mp ofarfly appointed to the lientenant-G o reioci nh lp pending 
tbo airlTil of Xend Auekland. 
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Wlien Sir Chailes Metcalfe quitted India, tlie necessity 
for any sort of interference in tlie affaiis of Afghanistan 
ivas less apparent than it afterwards became But when, 
subsequently, the progress of events rendered it doubtful 
whether any ngid system of non-interference could be 
mamtamed, he concurred with Mr Eobertson in opmion 
that the course suggested by Mr Henry Ellis would be 
the safest and not the least successful But he had ceased 
to have any voice m the councils of the East, and could 
only ^plore the invasion oL Afghanistan. What, after 
that measure had been determined upon, he thought of its 
pohcy, and what were the consequences which he appre- 
hended, may be gathered fiom the folloiving, which in the 
spring of 1839 he addressed to Lord Clare, who had sent 
him copies of the fifst miserable collection of Central-Asian 
papers 

“1 greatly lament,” be wrote, “ the proceedings to which they 
relate It seems to me that we have needlessly and heedlessly 
plunged into difficulties and embarrassments, not without mucli 
j aggression and injustice on our part, from which we can never 
! CAtncate ourselves mtliout a disgraceful retreat, which may he 
more fatal in its consequences than an obstinate perseverance m 
a wrong course Our sole object is to resist the influence of 
Russia, and our measures axe almost sure to establish it If we 
go mto_a country to side with one of two parties, we necessarily 
tlirow the otlier mto the arms of our nial And there is no 
securitj that the party winch we espouse may not immediately 
after fall under the same influence Por the mfluence of Russia 
in Afghanistan -will rest mainly on tlie hope of being assisted 
against Runjeet Singh, and of rccoiering the territories conquered 
by liim— an influence which the Afghans must to a man feel , 
while we, by guaranteeing those conquests to lum, unai oidably 
place ourselves in opposition to the whole nation We ought, I 
think, to haie fought the diplomatic battle for influence vithout 
committing ourselves as we have done to measures that mav pos- 
sibly ini oho the nun of our Indian empire, and if an alliance 
with the Afghans against the aggression of Persia was really 
nccessarv, there was, I concciic, a course open to us free from the 
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olij^^etkraa to irbkh ou procixt proceeding* tro IteHe — a cocno 
by whkb *ro neod not lato morod any fbeen, nor iocreMod any 
etpeuo, or by irblch If It bad been Dece aa ajy to adTtnoe, -wo 
ibonld harn gono into Aft^hantatan a* friend*, mmotly called for 
by tbo vbole natkm Tbereaa iro sov go ai enemlea to all tho 
actual mien, and con only atrececd by tbdr exxmliVm. We may 
•ncoeedi and If vo do, the fttath o pn ai km win be fanpoalng on all 
emr Indian enendea, amid »a tu adTasiageous) bat thi* beneUt will 
bo epbemeral. Tbo only certain rtanlti, errn in the rreot of 
brQUant aacccta to the firat Itvat qp *^ ^ , am permanent embaxTa**- 
ment* end dUBcnlUea, poUttcal and financial, which ft la moat 
nntfitlatartfgy to coatempUtc.’* 

From tke jmaigea cited, Metcnlfoe crpimon* on n few of 
tho lending stibjeotB which occnpoed the nttrotion of 
Government wHlrt lie sat at the Council Board, may be 
gnthcroi Bat it wonld be Impoeaible within the limited 
space at nry dlapoeal to aSbrd any just conoepbon either 
of the multipliaty of quesboos to which be oddrtsaed him 
self or the claboreto manner m which he discussed them 
Nor wero the diacusconi ui which he was cadled upon to 
take part alwaya unconnected wilh matters m which he 
had deep personal interest. Ever and anon the alFjir* of 
Hyderabad, the debts of the Nizam and tho trunanebona 
of the great money lending houac, worn preaing forward 
obtruaiTely for Te-coasidemtion, and compelling iletcolfe 
to explain anew all tho intncaoie* of this painful bnamesa.* 
Two new GorernorS'Geneml had appeared on the stage 
since Lord Hastings had talked of putting theae “ tcowng 
disonssion* permanently to sleep but tbU the name* of 
Bumbold and Palmar were heard at the Oounoil Board 
At the same time, another Residency with which Uetcalfo 
had long been connected, was ftimuhing a great scandal 
out of which aroee tome rexabons tmd annoyances, whicli 
compelled him to stand upon his defence His succewor 

air WUllsm Rnmbold had eome out to Cslartta to wind op 
the affidr* of the bankropt btm*^ ssd it wai debated whether ho 
ihoald be permitted to proceed to Ilyderabad. 
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at Delhi had been accused of corruption The accused 
beheved, or pretended to beheve, that Metcalfe had insti- 
gated the proceedings against him , and, therefore, when 
defending himself, he endeavoured to cast aspersions upon 
the character of his predecessor The prosecution was not 
instigated by Metcalfe It uas the work of a young 
civihan — an assistant at the Delhi Eesidency — who saw 
things which he could not with his high sense of probity 
and of duty to the State consent to see in sdence and 
inactivity , and who had the noble courage to do what his 
refined integrity prompted * But he said in after years, 
when he had greatly distmgmshed himself in another 
hemisphere, that in that, the most trying and the most 
painful passage of his life — ^in a position, mdeed, of almost 
unexampled difSculty foi a young pubhc sen’-ant — nothing 
sustained him so much as the thought of the manhness 
mth which Metcalfe had met his trials and difllculties at 
H5’'derabad 

Nor were these the only sources of vexation which dis- 
turbed him at this time At the commencement of the 
year 1830, the great Calcutta House of John Palmer and 
Co stopped payment At a meetmg of creditois, held 
immediately upon the announcement of this event. Sir 
Charles Metcalfe took the chair He had been appointed 
by the London House of Cockenll and Co , who weie 
creditors to a very large amount, one of their attorneys, m 
conjunction ivith Mi John Eihot, another member of the 
Company’s Civil Service, and was immediately after 
Palmer’s failure nominated, together with other members 
of both services and several mercantile gentlemen, Euro' 
pean and native, assignees by the Insolvent Court That 
in accepting the office, and thereby representing the 
interests of a large number of creditors in the ranks of 
both senuces, these pubhc officers "were committmg any 
’* I do notknoii vhy I should not name Sir Charles Trerelyrn, 
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improjmrty, or Infanging ossj xde* or regnktiOM laid 
down for tlieir gmdance, nffthcr thc^r nor their usodfites 
in India intpccted. But the Court of IhrectcrB took 
another new ot the matter They behered that nch on 
aimngtmient hud too much of the commcrcaal danfiit m 
It, and that it waa better that their Bcrranrt should liatsm 
from counoettng thonuelres with oasigneeiliipi for the 
futnpc. On the Gth of Apnl, 1831, they despatched a 
puhlio letter to Bengal, communicating thdr sentunentB on 
theae eubjeefa and Sir Charles if<rtt»Ife, thenttbre, took 
the earhest opportum^ of withdrawing his name from the 
het of assigneca, and of recording on cqalanafaon of his 
conduct. 

Such bnefly narrated was ilrtcolfe s “ time jn CouncaL’* 
I oojjM) now to speck oflus eleratum to a higbar post 
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CHAPTER W 

[1835—1836 ] 

THE GOYERNOR-GEKEEALSHIP 

Inshtntion of the Government of Agra — ^Tbe ITev India Bill — 
The Provisional Governor-Generalship — Correspondence vntli 
Mr Tucker — Tlie Ootacamund Council — Suspension of the 
Agra Government — ^Resignation of Lord William Bentmck — 
Succession to the Governor-Generalship — Contests at Home 
— ^Lord HeTteshnry and Lord Auckland. 

It may be remembered that ■when Charles Metcalfe held 
the office of Pohtical Secretary, Sir John Malcolm urged 
him to plant his standard in Central India, assuring him 
that although he might go there as a commissioner, he 
Tvonld soon grow into a hentenant-governor * The tempta- 
tion to become a “King” Tvas eventually resisted, and 
Malcolm, -who earnestly desired to leave his old field of 
employment in the hands of one "vyhose great poivers he 
knew hoiv to estimate, vras disappomted that his charmmgs 
met with no better success Soon afterwards he returned 
to England The idea of this Central-Indian Government 
stall held possession of his mind With all the earnestness 
and activity which were such conspicuous features of his 
character, he urged upon the home authontaes the expe- 
diency of establishing a new admimstratave system for the 
provinces of Central India, and it would seem that both at 
the India House and at the Board of Control the vahdity 
of his arguments was recogmsed 
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On the lort day of tlio ytar 182G, Mr ’W'ynn, irho then 
presided at tho India Board, •wrote to Sir John Malcolm, 
that ho wonld be glad to vmt him at Hyde Hall. The 
object of hla riiit wai to press upon him the acceptance of 
the Gorermnent bf Bomlw^ Among the tno«t penramve 
of the President a arguments inu one to the effect that it 
•would bo of immense odrantoge to the pubho mtcrests that 
the B uper rision of Central India should be entrusted to one 
so intunately acquainted with that part of the country 
It rras stated that th« cholrman of the Court of Xhrectori 
was of tho tame opinion wgaidmg the expediency of 
forming a new administration for Central India, and com 
miCTOTung Malcolm to giro it The temptafacm iras 

great but It was not yielded to without a fortnights 
oonsideratioD Then Malcolm wrote, that " under the oir 
cnmttances of its Ving m contosplaticm to form an 
adfflinistntion for Central India, on a plan of mere exten 
sive natire agency than has uiually been employed in onr 
Tndifin tcmtones, and that it was doired to gire him the 
iupemrion of such a plan, he Tronld accept the Goyemor 
•h^ of Bombay 

Called upon to state folly Ins opinions regarding this 
conlempUted sdrmmttratKm Malcolm drew up an elaborate 
repor t, m which ell the details of the proposed scheme 
were mapped out •with the hand of a master It rras to be 
a lieutensnt-goyemoTship niboidiDatB to the Goremor 
General in CounoL Bat the Court of Birectora were not 
at this time prepared to giro thtnr sanohon to the great 
expenment “ A change so important required," th^ 
the most attentiye wnd senous consideratioa." 
was thanked in beetamng terms for hii yahiable 
report He rras told that his propositioiu were duly 
appreciated but it was intimated to him that in the mean 
time he ■was “ to consider himself as sppointed exclusiTely 
to the office of Goremor of Bombay “ 
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So tlie gieat project for tlie establishment of a Govein- 
inent in Central India was folded up and shelved for a time 
But as the period drew near for the le-consideration of the 
entire question of Indian Government, and it became 
necessary to frame a new act for the admimstration of our 
Eastern domimona, this matter, of a second local Govern- 
ment under the over-grown Presidency of Bengal, presented 
itself among the foremost points of discussion to all who 
weie, either diiectly or mdirectly, concerned in the woik 
of legislation for India The advantages of a presiding 
influence in Upper India were patent to aU who consideied 
the immense extent of the Bengal Piesidency, and tlie 
difficulty of extending efficient control over all the details 
of <idmimstration in remote places, reaching to the banks 
of the Sutlej from a seat of Government planted in Calcutta 
All the most experienced Indian statesmen weie now of 
Malcolm’s opimon, that it had become necessary to divide 
the duties, if not the responsibilities, of the Governor- 
General in Council So in the new act of 1833, for the 
better government of our Indian possessions, it was decieed 
that a new Presidency in Northern India should be 
established, under the name of the Presidency of Agra 
The first hasty idea of this great reform embraced the plan 
of a substantive Government, with a separate council of its 
own, similar to those of Lfadras and Bombay But although 
the pronsion foi a new presidency found its way into the 
Act of Parliament, it subsequently became a dead letter 
The subject w as imperfectly imderstood by the framers of 
the bill , w liilst they w ho did understand it, w'ere of opimon 
tliat a heutenant-goi ernorship, subordinate to the Governor- 
General m Council, W’'as all that w'as reqmred by the 
exigencies of the case The arguments in favour of this 
modified airangemeut subsequently prevailed A supple- 
mcntaiy «ict was passed, declaring, that as “ much difficulty 
had ansen m carrying the original enactment into efloct, 
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and u tlic same tronld be attended mtb a large increase 
of cliargc," tbo Conrt of Directors nnder the direction of 
tli 0 !Board of Control, ttcto empowered to suspend tBe 
QxeotrtKm of the pronsitms of tlic act, “ so £ir as related 
to the dirlfiioti of the said terntonea into two distinct 
prendcnciee." Thu was, in effect, the death-blow of the 
Agra rrccdency The homo anthontiea detgrrruned, to 
establish only a licutenant-govemorship in North "WestEm 
India.* 

In the mean whUo however the Agm Goremment 
hanng been established by Airt of Fa^ ament, it was 
neoesaaiy to appoint a Governor So on the 20th of 
Nommbw, 1888, in a foil Court, Sir Charlea Metcalfe was 
[ unanlmcmjly appointed to the Governmeni of Agra, The 
King’s Miiusten oordiaDy oononrred in the nocunatioaL, 
A month afterwords ho was nominated Fronaonal 
GoTeTBOT-GenenLl of India, on the deoth resignation, or 
coming away of Lord WTTHam Bentmok. 

To Mr Tucker who as dcpnty-ohnxnnan of the Ccrort 
of Directors, and one of Metcalfe s oldest friends— one of 
tho first whoae hoiptaiity be bad tnited m Colontta as a 
boy of sixteen — had annenmeed to him these bcmonrahla 
appointments he wrote freely erpresaing the sentiments 
with which he regioded tho honour which had been con 
ferred upon him.'t' It was not the positavo but the 

1 baro In tbU place glron only a bare cmtlbif of tbe cdrcinn* 
of the HtaMhhnnU of tbs lieotenazit-OoTecnanbtp of 
the Nartb-Wert ProTincea. Ttujy wHl be fotmd toore ftiDy 
detafled In a letter frmn Lord Auckland to Bir O. Jlctcalft. Tbs 
fketa wbich I bars itated abore asem to hoTs sacaped tbe obscmi 
tksvcdXisrf. AnddandaodUr Cobrta. 

^ It 'was not TTTiKl tbs 11th of June that "RWr-iHW rocetred lim 
the I iy^V Honae tbe oOcM amunmeemont of these appolntmenta 
AcikDoirtedglng on that day the reedpt of this gwi Lm TniVtrt n o 
from Ur Anber then Secretary to tbs East India Canpany be 
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provisional appointment 11111011 most stimnlafccl liis gmli- 
tude and piide The following passages from Ins corre- 
spondence with the chairman of the Com t of Diiectors’^ 
clearly indicate his feelings and opuiions at this peiiod 

“ Accept my w nrmcst tlmnks for the land interest that j ou 
have taken m e\ erj'thing rcsnrdmg mj appointments, announced 
hy the late overland despatch Sensible as I am of the honour 
conferred hy ray nommation to the Government of Agra, I am 
much more gratified hy the proMsional appointment to succeed 
Lord WiUiam Bentmck temporarily, in the event of his going 
home before the ami al of his permanent successor I should 
haie felt that a removal from the Supreme Council to the 
Government of Agra, mthout that proiisional arrangement, 
would have been something like a descent As it is, I liave 


wrote with respect to a suggestion m the letter of tliat functionary^ 
xelatii e to the necessity of economy — 

“ Tlie desire of the Court expressed m your letter, that economy 
may he most carefully consulted m the formation of the requisite 
estabhshments for the government of the new Presidency, shall 
he anxiously attended "to No one can he more sensible than I 
am of the necessity of strict economy It is not a raattei of 
option , for, viewing the present income, and the unavoidable 
demands upon it, it is not easy to imagme, unless some great and 
imexpected increase sliould take place m our resources, which 
none hut a sangume mind can anticipate, how the state maclune 
16 to work on, without some extensive xednction, even m the 
present scale of our expenditure, and it is difiScnlt to devise how 
that jeduction is to he effected. The mcrease of charge, tliere- 
fore, which the formation of a new Presidency must to some 
extent create, is peculiarly nureasonable ” 

In this letter nUusion is made to one of those frequently occur- 
rmg mstances of the carelessness with which acts of Parliament 
are framed. Metcalfe called attention to the circumstance that, 
m the event of the death or resignation of the Governor of Agra, 
it was declared that the semor member of the Agra Secretariat 
was to succeed him— but that whether -the act meant tlie chief of 
the department, the officer who had been longest m it, or the semor 
member of the service, it was impossible to decide 
^ Before the letters reached Metcalfe, Mr Tucker had succeeded 
to the chair 
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been highly bonemred end dlttlogobbed, utd vbli that I ccmld 
remkr •errieo to uroporttes to tbo (ratitodo which I feel, llj 
conscience tcHs xm that I hovo olwaji endeoTonred to do mj 
doty j btrt whflteror ray Inunhle serrices hare been, they hare 
been richly and gcnetoTuly rewarded. Lord William tells me 
that be has sent in hla realgitatkin, and applied to be reUervd In 
lT*rc4i. This bo done befoio bo huw of my prorlslonal 
appointment, rcganlbig which ho writes Ytry handsomely and 
hladly nytng tha^ It makes him eaiy about g^g, vhenerer hla 
health may render that atep Dccsanry He talks of retomlng to 
the PresldeDcy In July j bat the medical moi think that be will 
inenr great risk in the attempt, and I hope that be may be 
dlnaaded from h until Norember when U may be oodertaken 
with safety Who be leans os, hla kwa will, I iMriV, be grtaily 
regretted ) and yea win fled it dUBcoIt to pot a iran equal to hhu 
in hla place. ZDa dtaracter wfll atand Tory high in India. 

'*'WUh respect to a Counefl at Agra, m loog aa yon bare a 
Compony't terrant who may be {aasoned to bare local experience, 
you win, I omeolTe, be better witboot a Coondk When you 
appoint a s&onger to the Ooremment, you may require a Coundl 
fbr aid as-won as check. At p reas n t it b dsslralde to ardd the 
expense, and to nmlt the obargea of yont new Qor a ’ mu ent aa 
modi aa poadble.”— [J/ey 1 i» 1854 ] 

** I can nerer suSldaitly tbank you ibr tbe gaierous 

interest whkh you hare takst in all that cancans ms. 1 bare 
Indaed been hl^y honoured by tbs Court and the Sing’s 
Ministers I ami altbcpogb my consdescs tells ms that X oomot 
derots myaelf more cealouily than 1 hare doue to my pabOe 
duties. If anything would bare that eSbet It would be ^ mag 
nlflcoit treatment that I bare leedrcd. Tl« OorennMnt of 
Agra would bare beci a great hcowuri but it come alooe 
1 should hare ftlt that, frean the first seat in the Coundl, it woold 
hare been rather a fkll than a rlaa ‘ITis prorlskmal Gortmor 
Ofoerilsblp remored that ftellog entirely and places me, wbethft 
it hare effect or not, in tbe prcpodest poaltkm which I can hope to 
reach. While on this subject I win Tenture to remind you that, 
in the nomination of a lacceaaor to Lord WBliam Bentlnck, my 
prorialonal appcdntmetrt will be null and Toll Whether the 
Court win renew It or net will Dot probably depend on my wishes. 

I Karo DO right to claim a conttmiance of the honourj hot I should 
ffed somewhmt sham of my beams if It -were not r e sM T s ed j fbe tbe 
second post in India b that of hdr presumptlTe to the flrft I 
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hold that post now, hut another will hold it if my provisional 
appointment be not renewed I often, however, question my 
prudence in giving way to the ambition of holding these high 
offices I have rather desponding views regarding our future 
admmistration m India. Unless our resources greatly mcrease — 
and where the mcrease is to come from I see not — we shall soon 
he embarrassed m our finances TTe have an Indian surplus of 
eighty lakhs, more or less, to meet a home demand of three crores I 
"ViTiere is the difference to he found ? We shall require the greatest 
economy , and this is a branch of Government in which scarcely 
any one is consistent Tour presence in India would have been 
beyond measure valuable on this account, but you occupy a 
higher post as the head of the Court, on which I congratulate you, 
and still more, the State 

“You know, I conclude, our present position The Governor- 
General would endanger his life were he to quit the Neilgherry 
Hills before September, as he proposes, or as I should say, before 
October He has therefore, from necessity, summoned the Council 
on the Hills He has also suspended the formation of the Agra 
Government, and the application of the new Act to Bengal. I 
am to remain Vice-President here until his return I fear that 
several thmgs m this arrangement are illegal, but as it affects me 
personally, I prefer it to gomg at present to Agra, and his lord- 
ship’s detention m the Hills is quite unavoidable He nearly 
lost his hfe in his last attack, and every medical man predicted 
the most fktal consequences if he should attempt to encounter the 
heat of the plams at this season He is now qmte well where he 
18 , but dare not move ” — [Jime 26, 1834 ] 

The concluding passage of this extract explains itself 
At the commencement of the year 1834, the health of 
Lord Wilham Bentinck rendered it necessary that he 
should leave Bengal He had been seized with sudden 
paroxysms of giddiness and other symptoms, which, 
although lus medical attendants attributed them to the 
impaired state of his digestive organs, indicated at least 
the possibility of a morbid condition of the brain What- 
ever the cause, the appearances were such that a conclave 
of the first medical men in Calcutta, -with Simon Nicolson 
at their head, determined that a short voyage to sea, to be 
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foUcnred by a icsidesice la tbc mor^ elevated part* of tbe 
lladrofl Premdanqy, "waa neceesary for the rotoration of 
the health of the Govcmot-Gcneral — perhaps for the pro- 
■erratioa of hii hie. So oa the 3rd of February be mado 
orer the charge of tho local Goremnwnt, «i>d embarked 
for "KfrulT - p f, Ati 3 Charlca Metcalfe, as senior Member of 
Conadl, ngidn became Vicc-Prcsidciit m Cotmcil and 
Deputy-Gorenkor of BengaL* 

Then oroae a concai TtA anomalonj oondidon of the 
Indian Goremmeirt, whioh at tho rime excited much com- 
memt and tomo alarm. The neccanty for IiOid William 
Bentinck'a departore from Bengal h«d ooenrred at a most 
^ inopportune moment. Tho old charter -was frrpirhig 
The new Act came into operation on the 80th of April 18M. 
Under thu Act the Stqjrcroo Goramnicnt of India was 
re-mod«Ikd bnt how, scattered u were the different 
camponoita of tho new Goreniment, was this new con 
fhtotian to be eatohljshed — bow, m IStct, was the new 
Goremment to bo inangtinited according to the pronswii* 
cf the Act? Lord 'Wnham Bgitmok pitched his tent ct 
Ootacanmnd on the iiiiTiTnH of tho Neil^eny Hiiin , 
Carrying with him the powers of the GoTomor-General 
In Council, he might hnve exercised from tLat plin^ aH 
the ftmebona of the Boprane Goremnient but the SOth 
of April, 1884 saw tho death of tho old Gorentment, and 
thaa a great perplexity arose, which it was drffimit to dJs- 
entangle. Legally oiler that data there was no Sopreme 
GoTemment m India. Tho old Ccrtmcil was dead and 
new caie bnd not been institiitcd. A Coimoil, howerer 
was im pronsed on the Hills. Colonel MomscHi, of the 
Madras army, who had been appointed, under the new 
Act, a memlier of tho Snprsmo Oonncil, was aent for and 

* Mijar SotheiUiid was ajain appdntM Prfrato Bocrttaiji 
Captain EIggbuon, lIDltarj Secret ar yi and liggtrrrsnt J TL 
Rfnj^h, nf f>wi ATtfltay AUe-dB-camp, 
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took the oatlis nt Oolncnimintl Mr. ^InMulay, ^\llO liatl 
gone out as IcgislaUve incmljcr of Council, tlnorted 
from Calcutta to join llio Govcnior-Gcncral nt tlic Sain- 
tanum It nas tlien proposed to summon Mr Iron'^ulc, a 
proMsional member of the Bomba} Council, wlio happened 
to be available, to malcc up the apjiointcd number, lie 
ivas duly sworn in, and toolc his seal in the Ootacamund 
Council; but Sir Frcdcnch Adam soon afterwards joined 
the assembly on thellills, and became a temporary inembci 
of the Supreme Government, so that the Council of India 
then consisted of the Goicrnor-Gencral, the Goicrnor 
of hladras, an officer of tlic Madras artillery, and a briUiant 
essayist fresh from England 

Their first act w as to issue a proclamation,^ annoimciug 
the installation of the Supreme Go\ eminent, and those of 
the minor presidencies, according to the pro\ isions of the 
Charter, ^vlth the exception of tlic Government of Agra, 
the formation of wrhicli vras suspended. But the Supremo 
Council havmg estabhshed itself at Ootacamund, what 
was to become of the Council at Calcutta? There w'as no 
provision for such an administrative body in the act of 
Parbament, but tbe Ootacamund Council, in the procla- 
mation of which I have spoken, declared that, “whereas 
it is impracticable to carry into immediate execution aU 
tbe prehmmary measures wdiicb wall be necessaiy before 
the duties of the Government of Agra can be entered upon, 
or to adopt wathout previous inquiry aud matuie delibera- 
tion the different official and legislative proceedings which 
the separation of the two Governments require , and 
whereas, for the aforesaid reasons, it is not expedient that 
the Honourable Sir Charles Metcalfe should assume the 
Government of Agra before the return of the Grovemor- 
General and Council to Calcutta, the Governor-General 
in Council therefore has been pleased to resolve, and it 
* Datea June 16, 1834 
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is hereby notified accordingly, that the odmumtratian of 
tho PrendcDcy of Bengal os heretofore conititated ihall in 
the meantime continue to bo carried on by the Honourable 
the VIco-Prcsidcnt in CoxmciL" 

Of the illegality of these proceedings a more particular 
account of ■which would bdong rather to a memoir of Lord 
William Bcntinck than to the Ufe of Sir Charlefl Hetcalfe, 
no douht can. bo entertained* An Act of Indemnity -waa 
I aubaequently pasaed to legnllte them* Bat during the 
nneertainty which inch a state of things engendered, it 
is not strange that the aebnty of Goremment should ha-re 
been m Bome measure paralysed* To Metcalfe himself the 
period wu one of ancomfoitablo incertitude and suspense. 
He had been appointed to the Goyommenl of Agra, and ho 
had acoQpted appomtmeot but he did not know what 
It 1711 to be. Ho did not know wbat were to be the 
pow er s enbuated to him— whether he was to be a goremnr 
indeed, or merely a better kind of communoner The 
question ttos under the consideration of the strangely 
constatutod Council at Ootaoomtmd- The result of th^ 
deliberatloiis was a despatch to the Court of Bireoton, 
recommeDding such a curtailment of the power wrifl 
authority of the new Goremmont, that only the ooniiderm 
tiou of the prcrnffional Goremar-Geneialahip iwfj h ttwI 
Metcalfe from seeking penmanon to dpfilinA an offer of 
such questionable value. 

A copy of the Ootacamund letter •was sent to Calcutta, 
with an in'vitalion to Metcalfe and his colleague to offer 
any obserrations and suggesdons tbwt might occur to 
them. In oomplhmce Tnth this invitation Metcalie and 
Blunt addressed a long and fvrj clearly reesonod letter 
to the Goremar-Gciicral in CounoD,* m which they rery 

• TViU lettw printed, cr ntlur mlf-pEtnted, by oeder oC the 

Hma* of Cotnnjocs. Tbe copy befijre me, with lletcaMb « autc- 

graph correetke*, eddblts ailh pecnilir ftrrcs the very ctnles* 
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pertinently asked, “ What is the ne^\ Government foi ? " 

It Avas to be divested of all military and all political pover. 

“ To call a machine,” they said, “ so destitute of go\erning 
povers a Government, appeals to us a iiiisnoniei.” It 
■would be better, they contended, to abandon the scheme 
altogether than so to degrade the name of “ Goternmeut ” 
If It be nccessai-y, they said, to rehetc the Governor- 
General of the supenusion of the details of revenue and 
3ndicial admimstration in tlie North-Western ProMnees, 
it -would surely be better, they said, for that purpose 
to appoint an officer of the civil service, "with any other 
designation than that of Governor, to perform such limited 
duties 

Having recommended this modified arrangement to the 
consideration of the Governor-General and the Court of 
Directors, Metcalfe, befoie the letter was closed, proceeded 
thus to speak of himself 

“ Sir Charles Metcalfe, on Ins own part, begs leav e to entreat, 
that if the abolition of tlie Gov eminent of Agra be contemplated 
by the Honourable Court, there may not be any hesitation or 
scruple on bis account in the instantaneous adoption of that 
measure It would be presumptuous to suppose that there could 
be, but be nevertheless thinks it right to state that he does not 
consider himself as possessing any claim that ought for a moment 
to retard an arrangement vIucU m the case supposed would be so 
desirable, and to declare exphcitly that he shall not consider lum- 
self as mjnred by the abolition of Ins oBBce, nor in the sbgbtest 
degree entitled to compensation or consideration of any kind He 
feels that he has already been rewarded beyond bis deserts He 
has been mduced fto remain in IndiaJ* during late years, not by 
any wish to mcrease his pecuniary means, nor any expectation of 


manner m which important state-papers are often given to the 
public The errors are of tliat unhappy land — as “ with ” for “ with- 
out,” “cannot” for “can” — whicb entirely changes, perhaps to 
the very opposite significance, the whole meaning of the text 
* The words m brackets are omitted m the printed copy — an 
omission which renders the whole sentence entirely mcanmgless 
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pcflop*! tdTtntaco, bat by attachment to the ■erricolnirUdihi* 
Uib hu Ipccs puacd from the CAxOcvt agci prUo in the «pprtib*tian 
botoircd on his humbla exertkcsi • dcslr* to pcrlbrni the 
datiM ciktnixtcd to him so as to pnxnoto tha vdihra of his 
oo un trj ood tbo hafiptciess of the people nil^oct to Its dominlaa. 
He erlll ho u 'wCUds to redr^ vbtn his renwral mxf he deemed 
heaeflclal to the State, aj he has betm to onhneo the opportunities 
CtackKislj gnmted to htm of cocUnain^ to derote hhnsdf to the 
iroblic scTTico." 

Thu letter iraa wnttea on the 4th of September, 1834 
Three ireekB aftenrarda Metoalfe wrote more freely Qnd 
droumstnzitUny respecting hie ieelinga Ttd Intantaone to 
Mr Tucker, ttIio was then Chelrman of the Compony 

“ I amgrstnUte joo hecrtilj on jocr tlgnsl ttlomph 

in the last hlandamta aflUr wfakh was In gnat nxunre owlnff to 
jocTown ftrmne es. 1 am sorry that ^ Grant was on the wroo^ 
side; fcr beildea the respect which 1 cotatafai fix bis pnhllo 
chnaeter 1 hare reasoo to be parttcobriy tbaakfiil to him 2br the 
geueroos part which be took in my belAtC regarding both the 
Uadru the Agra Oorennsent. Wbh reference to the latter 
yoo wm pcTcein the Q ii te nwr -GtaeTal purposes to statkai it 
at mwt to tnm It Into a sort of jodidal ""d rerenoe 

oommiHioiienhtp, wfaldi la to have no cooesm whaterex in 
icdlltazy or {Laandal afialrsi and that, In conseqnmce I 
hare nconunoded hi total abolition. If an efflcdait gonnnnont 
is not r e quir ed in the Korth-West qaarts’ or If It cannot be 
fimned, owing to the dlfflenlcy of seporatlDg power and patrontge 
from the Bupmn# Gorgmtnmt, why hare any! Such a thing 
as it is prop os ed to Kt np at Anahabsd, win be an usoleaa expenm. 
If that Is to remain, Z would mmfit prtAr that it shoohl be alto- 
gether aboOshed, and something more ee onCTulca l snbatltoted. I 
do not care what becomaa of ma. I am ready Tid willing to 
retire and retnm botnet bat ahall not think of rnch a step as kng 
as I bold the pnrrlakmal appointmoit of Goramar^Gaieral daring 
a Tacaney On the mme principle oo which I hare remained to 
the Goremment of Agra, I abonld be wflOng In the erent of 
Us to tike HthfT of the other two snbardhiale goram 

msntst but ware I to make an appointment fcr mystii it wtraM 
In pratewice be that oS VJce-I*reaidMit, or First Manher of the 
Rnpiwff Coondl, with the prirnege of rtahilng la the abseixco rf 
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the Governor-General, and that of succeeding to lus ofdce during 
every interregnum To this might be added, or not, the Deputy- 
Governorship of the re-muted Presidency of Bengal, including 
Agra, in which capacity I could aid the Governor-General in 
internal admmistration Although I mention these thmgs, in 
order to show that I liave no desire to qmt the puhhc service, 
I beg you distmctly to understand that I neither ask nor seek any 
of tliem If you abolish the Government ci-devant of Agra, which 
I sincerely hope may be the case if it is to be the wretched msig- 
nificant maclune proposed at AUaliabad, I shall neither expect 
nor want any compensation, but shall make my bow, grateful for 
all the favour and kmdness that I have lutherto received The 
preceding remarks ha\e reference to the supposition of yonr 
abolishing the office to winch I stand appomted, a measure which 
I strongly recoramendL I will next say what I am likely to do 
in the event of your confirming the Goi emor-GeneraPs arrange- 
ment I shall not think of resigmng my Governorship as long as 
I hold the provisional appomtraent of Governor-General That is 
an honour which would make almost any situation palatable to 
me But if, on the nommation of Lord Wilham Bentmck’s 
successor, I find that my provisional appointment has not been 
renewed, I am not so certam that I shall remam At present 
I feel much disgusted at the proposed arrangement at Allaliabad , 
and had I now to decide, without the inducement to remain which 
the proMsional Goi emor-Generalship affords, I should probably 
prefer going home to the assumption of a Government of so little 
iwomisc But nfier trial, I may have become mterested in its- 
duties, and maj tlunk differently A third supposition is, that 
%ou liny restore the Goicmmcnt of Agra to what, I conclude, 
It was intended to be bj those who made it — ^wlucli I should define 
ns an efficient Government in the Xorth-'West quarter, with its 
capital at Agra, mhordimte, with the other Goicmments, to the 
Supreme Govcnimcut, but Immg locally the full powers of a 
goi cmiucnt m all hranches of administration In that case, I 
•-h ill he as glad to xcmain m the Goiemnient as I was to accept 
It, still liojiing that the provisional appointment to he temporary 
GoNernor-Gcne'ral during an mterrcgmim maj he contmued. 

“All this rccarding nn self his been elicited by the friendly 
interest vlmh vou haic taken in mv affairs, but without any 
wi<h that \i)U sbmild pro a ourself any trouble on mj account 
Terl aps tbe bappust thing for me avould be to lie forced borac, 
vle'v 1 01 gilt to be thinking of going, if I am to go at all 
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Tcor to tha tao of jtmr ofllcUl Inflneiic© 

to obtjdn offlco fbr ywir CtmQ/ do joa great bcnwor tnd 1 tmit 
tlut they wDl be diy apprcdatcd.” — [Sqofmio- 15 1854 ] 

On tbo 14tli of Norembcr Lord 'WllUara Beatinok 
returned to Colcotta and on the Bime day ft OoTcm men t 
notiflcttbon ■mu iwued, declaring that Sir Chirki Metoilfe 
hwil « taken the prescribed oothe, manmed charge of 
the Goremment of Agro.*’* ‘The seat of Govemment, 
It wai added “ -rrill bo for the preoent at ^AUohabcd and 
mD ootnprisQ all thoso temtonea which bare hitherto been 
tinder tho control of the Conrta of Sudder Dewanny and 
Nimmnt Adawlot for the Westem ProTinoea in their 
ju dici a l oad rerame capooi^ A •ahite was fired from 
the TOtaparti of Fort 'WUham and it mu ordered that 
the “ oommurion of Sir Chariee hletoolfe be promnlgatod 
with tho nsnol osremoaies at AHn'hfi'had and at the 
pncapol mihtary lUtiotu of the Agra Presidenoy ” 

So Charles hleteolfe prepared to make hu way to 
ATlihabftd. It was decreed that ho ibonJd go— hnt it mu 
hard to my irbat was the objeot of bu going Iiord 
William Bentinok had retoroed to Calcutta in improred 
health. Tho fine air of the Nolgherry Hills hod acted 
with ■wonderful effect on his unpaired oonsbtntion. But 
still such wanunga os he hsH reoeircd irere not to be 
doregorded, and ha hod "irisely dehnmnod not to bear the 
nisanlts of another Tndiftn smmner He hod tharelbre 
tendered his resignation of the Bigaeme Gorenunent of 
India, and announoed his mtantum of embarking for 
Europe m the middle of the following llaroh. Ai Metcalft 

gh Charles Mrtctlfb s tfrrsa in Council e^>lred oa the 94th of 
ATi|:iist{ uhI It If not to bs dotibted that after that dat« hs wu not 
IcgiUy a member of the Gore mu ent. 'ITw Ootocamand Oandl 

no power to fiupesid the prorWaas of on Art of PaiUameot j 
but oj I bare sold, in Act of Indemnity rubscqaently Ieg»n*cd the 
meorara, and oil that hod been done incQci(o<incDca cf it. 



ASSUirPTION or the agrs. governsiekt. 


• 10b 


liad "been provisionally appointed to succeed him, and there 
was httle hkehhoodof a new Govemoi-Geneial ainving in 
India before the departure of the old, it seemed that the 
Governor of Agra was about to set out foi the ‘Western 
Provinces only to look at the seat of his Government, and 
return with hot haste to Calcutta, 

The leading fact, however, which in this November, 
1834, was patent to the woild at laige, was that Sir 
Charles Metcalfe vas gomg He had dwelt among the 
people of Calcutta now for moie tlian seven yeais, and it 
IS hard to say how he had endeared himself to them The 
comniumty of the Indian capital is made up of three 
distmct classes — of Europeans, of natives, and people who 
aie neither or both — the mixed races knoivn as Eurasians, 
or East-Indians — These three great classes non vied with 
each other in doing honour to the departing statesman On 

the 2Sth of November a pubhc entertainment was given to 
Sir Charles Metcalfe at the Town-haU of Calcutta More 
than 250 gentlemen sat doivn to dinner, under the auspices 
of one of the Judges of the Supreme Court * The Governor- 
General most reluctantly, and only under sbong pressure 
from without, excused himself at the eleventh hour for his 
non-attendance, on the plea of ill-health But his spirit 
w as with the assembled party And among aE the just 
tributes paid to Metcalfe at this congratulatory entertain- 
ment, there was not one more cordiaEy uttered, or more 
gratefuEy received, than that which came fiom Lord 

* Sir J P Grant 

j The exhortations of JAird Wilham’s medical attendant would 
not liai e sufficed to keep lum at home on such an occasion, if Xady 

ilham had not implored him to resist the temptation, urgmg that 
on a somewhat similar occasion lu Scotland, Liord Dalhousie, who 
had suffered under a complaint of the same character as the 
Governor-General’s, had heen carried out from dinner m a flt 
Lacb IV ilham took all tlie responsibdity upon herself, and WTote 
to Metcalfe a cliaractcnstic letter, explaining Avhat she had done 
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W illinm Bentmck, and ym reod aloud to the delighted 
o»embly — 

It happem," wrota Lord WBUcm, “tmfhrtnnalely flir tboao 
irbo hoMstlj aditdidiier the of qjmitjj that ndther 

their motlTci nor tbdr act* coioo oflldnBj bcSsrti the putdlo eje) 
bnt the pieac n t am zoaj be doomed. In lome to ei ccptkc 

to the ffCDCral mla, bocmim dmiog the kmg podod that Sir Charles 
Metcalib boa flUoI, In tn cco m to n, the tbit appolntiaeDt tmder the 
k>cil OoTcmmont, cmegenoral amrlctlon preralls as to theparit7 
boocmr end nicceu of hla ecmdoct, aa irtll as of his Just title to the 
highest (Tlitiitflioni which haro beoi lately i»finfrTT*d iqioii hfm \ij 
the bome eotboritlea. 1 tfd hoped, span the piumt occedoo, to 
bare in person expressed taj emcurroxe In this gmerel cnnTlctkiiu 
Mj" cormeetkin whh Sb Qvles afptf}<v> in Coimdl, <i°T4ng roore 
then six Tears, ought to make nte the beat of wltMSSCs, unless. 
Indeed, frla>dihip alknld hare blinded me, and oosqnored mr 
detMtatlgn of flattarr wtikh, 1 tnift. Is not the am. Itbeceftn 
nnhesbatlirglT dedare, that whether In prlrate or pohOe lUb, 1 nerer 
Bwi with the hidhrldnal whose lotegrttr HhenUtj of ssitbneDt, 
■nd detkacT of mind, «*■■■< ted in % gwatg degree qt xvpeet and 
•dfntiHitWi The State tmer bed a Doreshle and uplift ojiin- 
clllor nor ut Ooremr-OeDerel e mere ralcahle and Independsit 
aisUtsnt and ftiendi and it, during the same pedod, snT molt can 
be fiahTvd thr tbq prtndples bj which the Tintiwn OomimBDt 
has bean guided, to Sir Qbaxles must the fall share be udgned. 
behber has the access whkfa mr sitnatioa has girts ms to the 
pobllo records and to past tnnncthais led me to fnrm a less 
^TDurahle c^dnioa of his pi- ww d iitg enreer I not oitsr intn 
partkalaix Snflice it to express mj ■in f JJJ ii luipiB S il op, tb«t 
■TTvmg all tbo ftataemen who,iloce 117 £h>t comiectlini with Tixtis, 
hero best serred thdr coentrr hare most exalted Its repeta 
tica and interest! In the Last, "Wdjb, Close, Sb Arthur "WellBsleT 
Elphlnstoce, Himro, and equal rank "nii equal luncrar 

ought to be giren to Sb Cbedes MgtfstiV_ 

By the memberB of the Benge! Qiib annthw banquet 
was giren to binu At this dinner preeided Bngndkr 
Clements Brown, the Commandmit of ArtiHeiy, on old and 
distmgnlabed officer, who hed ierved under Lord lake i be 
held m lirely end m pleasant remembrance the raidi slier 
Holkar gnd Ameer In which Metcnlfe had taken 
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part tliut}’- }cars before ; and noAV alluded to tlioic ancient 
days with a fine relish, perfoiming .ill his presidential 
duties mth that hearty geniaht 3 >- and full enioyment of tlie 
present, Inch n ere sure nci ei 'to be absent from him on 
such occasions as these 

But public dinners, honever numerously attended, are 
but imperfect demonstrations of respect .and attachment on 
the part of such a society ns that of Calcutta The 
assembl.age represents but one sex , .and Metcalfe had 
never forgotten that there were tn o His periodical balls 
had been the best ever given in Calcutta , and they had 
done much, at a time of peculiar depression,*" to Iceep ahve 
the social energies of those nho require such mild stimu- 
lants With the gentler portion of the large circle of his 
acquaintance !Metcalfe had ever been extremely popular 
He was so gentle himself , so kindly, so consider.ate towards 
women His pohteness was that true politeness of the 
heart — the courtesy of a chivalrous nature The ladies of 
Calcutta were eager, therefore, to unite in a demonstration 
of attachment to their departing fiaend, and to meet him 
once again at an entertainment given in his honour. A 
fancy ball was determmed upon and voted with acclamation 
On the 4th of December the project was carried mto effect 
There was a magmficent gathering at the Town-haU , and 
all the more gaiety of heart for the solacing reflection that 
the entertainers and the entertained, in spite of the vale- 
dictory character of the fete, would soon, in aU probability, 
again be face to face with each other f 

* Tlie finlure of all the great mercantile houses m Calcutta had, 
at this time, reduced many to comparative poverty (Metcalfe 
himself had been largely a sufferer), and thrown a general gloom 
over society 

f The newspaper annahsts of the day present us with elaborate 
pictures of the animated scene Tlie following passage m one of 
their reports exhibits the fanciful character of the entertainment — 
“ The staircase and baU-room were profusely decorated with 
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Such TTurc tho fertire dojnonitTfttlonfl m ttIuciIi Metcalfe « 
numerous friends, irho tod partaken of his unfoihiig hos- 
pUali^, iretv fain to indulge But the respect and attach 
ment of the larger outside circle, who knew him onlj by 
his deeds, who admired his charnctor and hod proHted as 
a body by his beneficence, took another and more enduring 
shape. Three public addresses were presented to him , one 
by the European commumty of Calcutta another by the 
East Indians • and a third by the natives of the city and 

guiandj, end fertooos, and other derlcct. In Tory exceOent taste. 
Hie dtoA^ at the upper end of the roam, cahlldted tho ami of ffir 
Chariea, set off with crimson and white mnalln drapery At the 
opposite end, a starred erlmsoo curtain ftr a tims concealed the 
plM used as a sta^ i hot, ahcnDy after the Oorenwr of A^ra 
entered the room, the enrtain wai drawn, and opened to riew a 
Toy pretty scetie ropres g ithg the Taj u seen aerwj ths rtrer 
with a mt^ own aad the charter and the anal parapbenaha 
of authority thrown togetho’ In ths finesrooDd. After a while 
tbs curtain fell, and the Amfjny was resmaed) hnt beftm sapper 
anotha ligQal mlled attentkn to the thing cortain which again 
fiiplaycd the same rlfw of Agra, with the addltirai of a fleet of 
boats arrlrlogi and prosently appeared a atHunhoat, with hs 
fuimrf aroakhig away (reel ttuoke), and a «lnto&om therampsirti, 
iHgi t rlTwl with gnnpowdcr made to the purpoe* without sulphur 
aoiUTiaced the landing of die new gormor At the ■rmw tbne, 
tiny rockets ware ascending their twenty tot into ths air and 
ptriw flenrer pot ftrewurks were adding to ths fllundiiatlon on 
eitliCT ■^dA, imd in the gardoi of the Taj a Sminatire ftamtidn 
was playing The dresses of tbs kAes iBd ample honocr to the 
Hk roggoithsi of the stewards that the eokton of Blr 
>T»jp>dfc ihoold bo worn, was adopted by alL” 

Uetoaifb bad erer looked with tender cempaatkn npea the 
Virt Indian community As a member of the Goronnnent, be 
bad adrocated thdr rights (see oa/c, page OS) and bad been 
esgtt \o see then on long's r'gpuded aa a dUtiact dan. They 
-wve Toy soulbte of this, and In thdr addreta to him nldt '"The 
advocacy cn yoor part of a Uboral poboy in retoence to our 
Interests, k viewed by us as nn act to which w» can make no 
■AwjTtits return. To every puderUktng that has hod In view tho 
•well bdng of the East Indian dnaa, you have no* fldled to aflbrd 
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tlie subiirbs Pei haps the Inst an as the most gratifying of 
all It was signed b}’- more than hi c hundred of the most 
intelligent and influential nati\ e gentlemen resident at the 
capital — 

“Our opportunities,” they snid, “of estimating the private 
quahties tint ha\ e earned you the love of your country men hat e 
necessanl}* been feiv But it avouIcI he a reproacli to our hearts 
and tmderstandings, if Ave did not come fon\ ard to proclaim our 
sense of the inflexible regard for equal justice, and utter contempt 
for abuse, corruption, and chicanci^', AiluchhaAO uniformly marked 
your official career On tlus avc du ell ns the leading tbature of 
your pubhc life, for our great Teacher tells ns, that in a ruler the 
love of justice is the first of virtues But it is not this alone that 
calls for our parting testimony Your ear has ahvays been 
accessible to our petitions and representations — your hand has 
ever been open to the distresses of our countrymen — our institu- 
tions, both of charity and education, haAC ever found m jour 
bounty a ready resource Without flattenng our vanity or in- 
dulgmg our capnee, you have ever studied, both in your pubhc 
and your pnvate conduct, to avoid oflence to our liabits and 
prejudices Though all these considerations make us look upon 
your departure as the loss, to tlus part of India, of the firmest 
fhend to the native interests, yet it is a consolation to knoiv that 
you will not be entirely lost to Hmdostan, and that your exertions 
for the public good are only transferred to another quarter, Avhere 
they are at least as Avell known and as highly valued ” 

To tlus Sir Charles Metcalfe replied — 

“Gentlemen, — I receive with the highest gratification the 
honour conferred on me by this address I cannot be msensible 
to the value of this pleasmg token of esteem and approbation 
from so numerous and respectable a body of the native community 
of Calcutta and its neighbourhood, among whom I recognise 
many of those most emment m rank and character The senti- 


your warmest encouragement and support our schools and 
societies have been cherished by your munificence , and we have 
looked to you as a never-faihng resource m every emergency 
These, sir, are the claims which you have upon our regard and 
afffection These are the circumstances which lead us to consider 
you our fhend and benefhetor ” , 
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aniti vbkH jrm axpreu aio GPMrdtngly oljUgios, "M 

irCl be e ■o ur c u of cheering Rcolkctkm in tbs distant Kcae to 
-which I am pr o ceed ing. 

I " I greatlj lanmit that a dlflhreoce In reUgkm and castocoB 

1 ahouIdopcrBte,asHdoet,lnagnmtdegree,toprCTaitthebciiefita 
of aocUl tntcTConrae b e t ween the nariro and Enropean ft-mn im l 
ties In lodU( and eott so qnceiUytoprochidethitperaocalintlmagy 

\ and that Imowlodge of prirvta ehtiaetur which aro the chlrf 
cements of nratnal sttechiaenL Ton an Tirft>nrp linra in onr 
conritiol a^lojinenta, nor take an intmat fai ocr amnsenenta | 
and it is mn^ to be regretted that has ^ bem derlsed, 

which* being ndted to the haUta and tastea of both partita, might 
lead natnraHj ixf that fr e qu ency <f tatco otf ras w ftf^ Is so moch 
to he desired, sj tendhig to nntte aB in the bonds of affhjttou I 
tnut that time -win eflh ct this dcatraUe reanlt, and remore the 
obctacln which retard It. Kotwlthstandhtg [this deficiency of 
peraoDt] Isthna^ yoa hare^ with marked SberaUty pnaoted 
me with this testimoQy of yonr esteem tm pchlie fTOtends^ stich as 
oannot Hkfl to make h highly gratl^rlng 1 hope that yoa may 
110TS MO reason to aha the tsTWieUe cficdons whkh yn 
tfxpreai. The first wish of my heart U that I may be hirtromeBtil, 
in the oflloa to which I hare been appohited, towards the rrilkre 
of the natire oocmnotLlty of India. Btich Is my own anrions 
desire — sneh Is my podtire doty — such U the o1^}«ct cf the 
tneesHQt iojonetk^ of the Supreme OoTanment of loSa, and 
of the authorities in Rngland who hare charged me with 117 
present Impartant trust; — and that the faappinesi cf TraTt* mej- 
be the fruit of British rule, Is the ardect p rajer of erery Brittah 
heart. 

Nor TTtro theao nil tie demonjtratmna of leapeot and 
grotitode triici solaced hint ot thu tame. Om nrare 
jnitxnce of tie r^aid in iriioh ie -was ieU by all olasses 
may be mted here, as rt difTers from all tie rest. On the 
ere of his departure, on addreas camp to hiTn fVoin the 
Bflpbst TniMncmjiTip* of Calootto. * Preclodfid by Tieira 
of doty as nnmsteia from umtmg m tie feftrro tettuasuo* 
cf esteem for ill acknowledged Tirtnee," they wero itOl 

• The addrwi Is riffoed by Dt Tataa, Uestri. Tlwsnai, W H. 
rmce, T:in«, q Psaree, and Penney 
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nnxious to nppronch him, in grateful neknow lodgment of 
the countenance and 'upporl vincli he had, “ for long a 
time, promptly and hhorall} xfforded to llnnn in their 
efiorts to ditTu^e among the n itno*; of India the benefits of 
moral and religious in==truction — 

“ Wliilst tlnic oecnjiicd, ’ cniilniucil these excellent men, “ ivc 
haie often appeal c<l lojon, nnil solicilcxl pcciiniarj aid, and the 
Iioivcrful influence of jour name and charade-, on hchalf of the 
objects -vve hare ^oiicht to accomplish, and with hcarlfoll pratitndc 
ire o\m that vc neicr nppcalcel m i im, hiit haic nhrajs met iritli 
a kind and generous reception In preaching the Gospel to the 
licallicn, the instmdion of the 3oung, ivhclhcr male or female, m 
boarding and dai -schools, and m attempts to rchcic the irnnts of 
natne Christians, hr encouraging among them habits of cntcrimse 
and mdustrj-, as ivcll as in lanoiis other iraj*®, i\e haio been 
great]}' assisted h} your generous contributions, for nil of irhich ire 
beg to present our sincere and grateful nclmoirlcdgniciils 

Metcalfe’s reply should be held in perpetual remem- 
brance . — 

“Xoone,” he said, “ can entertain a higher opinion than I do 
of the important lalxmrs and exemplary dci otion of Christian 
missionnnes in India. They seem destined by Almighty Pron- 
dence to he the clucf mstmments for impronng and enlightening 
the mliabitants of tins country through the means of education 
and moral instruction I abskain from the expression of any 
opinion mth regard to rehgious instruction, because, ivliilst it is 
tlie undoubted duty of Chnstian missionanes to seek the con- 
lersion of the heathen, and irhilst eiery Christian must rcyoice 
at any success that may attend their endcai ours, it is nerertheless, 
I conceire, the duty of a Goremment for Hindoos and Jlahomedans 

* At the close of the letter, the reverend gentlemen bespoke 
Sir G Metcalfe’s favourable nobce of two fellow-missionancs, who 
were about to proceed to Allahabad “ Tlieir object,” it was said, 
“ will be, by preaching the Gospel, instructing the yonng, and 
other legitimate means, to benefit the natii e population And it 
IE particularly debghtM to us to know that m these labours they 
wiU hve under the protection of a Governor who has already given 
proof that all snch measures as are calculated to enlighten the 
mind, elevate the character, improve the heart, and save the souls 
of men, will meet with his countenance and support ” 
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u cu fbr Cbrtftiuis, to protect the DaUrci ta the Tmdlftcihed 
raJojmcQt of their aim rcilgkn tnd to excr df e no tafloeDco 
»h*tBTer Ibr their conrmloo, lerriof; th*t irtirk to the rmtlded 
and qolct reaionlas of the mlnlitm of the Holj QoepeL I am 
hap}7 la tho bdlef that the rrilgloiu p mrewiJng m of the mlt- 
tlooajkA am condncted vtth a fflacmtkm nhkh mut rriikm theb 
Uhooif from an/ alanntng or afDmatre character and at the aame 
time promote tbdr efUdeney ”* 

TVlulft all theee honotm were crowding thickly upon 
Charle* MetcalAj from tho naghbonrhood in which ha had 
dwelt for «o many yeartt there came a roice of congratn 
lation fhun a dutonoe which lUrTeid bu heart perbape more 
than alL A letter from hw old maater, Lord WcUetlev,! 
came to him, with a oordial aamnmce that one waa 
moro happy than himaelf at the wia© aelecbon the Gorem 
ment lu^ made m placiog him at the head of the new 
Pnaidency The nght of that well knenm hundimtuig, 
which had lo*t none of da old chanicterlatio boldnen, 
awakened rpany nxmng recolleodonif and many f^lingt of 
pnatine grahtttide. A copy of the anawer which he 
returned I bare found preaerred among hi* papen — 

ant MSToiurE to luaqtro wolliilxt 

‘'Mt Loan, — thlnir* In life hare glTen me greater pleajTire 
than the receipt of jour lordahlp » Iclnd Irttar deltrered I7 
lientcnant CompbelL It Is now wHhln a ftrw days of thirty fom 
yean tloce 1 had first the hocour of being presented to yoa Too 
were then the Gorentor-GeDoal of India, aul I was a bcpy of 
fifteen, entering on my c a reg I shall nerar fbrget the kla&eM 
■with which you treated me flrom first to last il iirln g yuor stay la 
nor the homror and bappioess which I ei^oyed in bring ibr 
a conslderthle period a member of yonr femQy 80 Tnnrh depend* 
on the first tom gtroi to a roan ■ coarse, that 1 may feHy attri* 
bote sH that has shice happened to roe of good to the countensoce 

TTiI* replT was despatched from >* wn T j » cm the iTth of De* 
.■*m1wT after UetesUh had etsnmaiced hla jooToey to ADtliahsd. 

Then Lord Uentenant of Ireland. Tho Istter 1* dated 
IhiillB Castle, iWi. 
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and farour mtli tvIucIi you distinguished me at that early period 
,'5Iy puhhc prmciples ivere learned in your school — the school of 
honour, zeal, and puhhc spirit — and to my adlierence to those 
pnnciples I venture to ascnhe all the success that has attended 
me 

As I ivas proceedmg to 30m the new Presidency, after hemg 
rehei^ed from the Vice-Presidentslup at Port William, by the 
return of the Governor-General from Madras, about the lime of 
Lieutenant Campbell’s arrival from England, I asked lum to 
accompany me, lus regiment being also m that quarter We are 
now together on our march. I shall anxiously look out for an 
opportumty of advancmg him It may he more distant and more 
difficult than I wish, owmg to the retention by the Supreme 
Government of all patronage connected with the army, hut before 
we part I will ascertam his views, and do my best for him as soon 
as I can Peheve me, my lord, with reverence, gratitude, and 
attachment, fervently and affectionately your most faithful sen ant, 

“ C T Metcalfe ” 

It was With pleasuie not less sincere than the feelings 
with which It was wiitten, that Lord Wellesley received 
this letter He spoke of it long afterwaids in terms of the 
warmest satisfaction It was not one of the many tnbutes 
to his high quahties of ivhich he was least proud * 

When Charles Metcalfe quitted Calcutta, setting his 
face towards the seat of his new Government, he carried 
with him many pleasant thoughts — thoughts of the past, 
thoughts of the future It is hard to say whether the 
demonstrations of attachment which attended him on his 

* Wntmg m September, 1835, to Sir Cliarles Metcalfe, with 
reference to the collection of Wellesley despatches, then m course 
of pubhcation, Mr Edmonstone said “ Tina narrative, I know, 
will mterest you, for you have shown that it must by a letter of 
yours to lus lordship, written m the year 1834, expressive of 
feehngs with regard to him, and sentiments regardmg the character 
of his government, which are not less honourable to you than they 
are gratifymg to him You may 3udge of the estimation m winch 
he holds it, by his having directed its msertion m the third volume, 
winch is now in preparation He does, mdeed, speak of it m the 
liighest terms of satisfaction,” — [11/5 Correspondence ] 
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deportore, or the almost cer ta inty that ho imfl about soon 
to return to the PrcaideKy to occupy a higher rJErlml 
ponbon than he had erer held befoie, wero more eolanng 
to one in -whom the nffectioiu nrere ni TigcrroTM as erer, 
and ambition not dahed by ancceai. A tew mirds Trill 
anfficnently deaoribe hit aaantnptioii of the Goremment of 
Agm* He Trent to — he pitched ba tentt m 

the fort — he held a lereo — and he returned to Coleultii. 
He had adarcely reached theaent of hu Gcrenmieiit, Trhen 

* One potMffQ, henrerer fttim MetcaW* c or r apai denee at thb 
time moft b* fbr h lodkatei the eamcftoen Tdth vUch he 
TU aboot to Umictf to the baioen of c^inlalftntidQ In 

the ITcrrtb-Weft Prortnee*, and of the high eeue whlet be efitff 
tafaked of the rceptrailblUty of bU ofBco — “I am now* he »TotB 
to llr Tucker "on mj march to Anehabod. The GormioT 
Oenertl It to eobark ib the ISth of March. If hb ■ im eae ar do 
not trrlTC hetbra, I than rettfra to C kJatfta by that thite, is ordar 
to take my temponry appoifftmanL I am almost acsiy ior it, at 
ttt betng pcRttanart la ont of the qoettlaii \ not tony that I bam 
the boDcmr bm that the ncectsar tf he be to come eocm, do not 
come at once, ftr I am beoomtog lolacaled fas my Agm Got cm 
mcBt, mod Iwpe to do tome gewd. TThen I^ri W iirtam toJd yem 
f>T«t I did not nke my ranornl to Agra, he mnit ham aHoded to 
my opInfaKi, that a aeat hi the SupfOiiS Gorezamoit na In aocoe 
i tepet' ta tuperior to any aphordloato O ore roi Dcnt. In er aj other 
pofait of Ti^ Iirai trighly pleaaed with my appofaitment to Agia, 
and regarded it at a ^Tcot hoooor I am nov getting deeply into- 
nated in Ita dnttci j and tf I retain my psorlikaial appclntmait of 
Ooramor'GeiKrah on the coming ont of lord T7 a aucceM or I 
be qnita hap p j and contatteiL I ttHl, borrem thlnfc that 
the Oormnncit onght to bo made man ti, at Tbe 

eipenn li not mceaaaiy fbr the dutlee anlgiied to the 
Be aJBOTod that 1 am eemfhle of my reaporiTHhtjy and that the 
moet anxknt vbh of my heart la to render the coentry under me 
and happy I do not itay in India to rixVw or add to 
a ftictnne, hut aoWy in order to peJhrm, to the beat of my abUhy 
the high dntiai aitmated to m*. I aeek no r c r ard beyrwid the 
appeobatkai of my awa cocadeoeo j bat, Trlthmrt i.iVlng I bam 
bem gaimraaly and magniflewitiy regarded by tho« atom mer- 
rmrorded beyted my de«rta.’’—t Ca^ Feinary a. 18«.] 
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advices of tlic speedy departure of the Govcmor-Goncral, 
and the certainty that no successor uould be immediate]} 
appointed, compelled Ins return to the Presidency. He 
arnved just in time to tahe an nffcctionatc leave of Lord 
and Lady '\\’illiani Bentinck, and on the 20th of ^larch, 
1834, he became, ivhat more than tliirty ye.ars before he 
declared that he ivould become — Governor- General of 
India 

lie succeeded to tlie chief seat in the Government of 
India m virtue of his provisional appomtment to succeed on 
the death or resignation of Lord Wilham Bentinck. But 
avhether he v ould be suffered to continue in charge of tlie 
Government, or ^be displaced to make room for some new 
man sent out for the com enience of the British ]\Iirustry, 
were questions nhich yet remamed to be solved Every 
fresh amval from England brought some new intelligence, 
or some strange report The common question in men’s 
mouths was, “ Who is to be Governor-General^” Lord 
Melbourne was then at the head of the Administration 
iir Grant was at the Board of Control Pirst it was 
reported that the latter statesman was himself commg out 
to Calcutta; then Lord Palmerston was named, and then 
it seemed almost certain that the choice would fall upon 
Lord Mxmster. Agam the gossip both of pubhc prmts and 
private letters took another turn, and Lord Auckland 
became the favourite candidate And every now and then 
it was confidently stated that Metcalfe himself would be the 
man Never, before or smee, has the Indian commumty 
been held so long in suspense 

Mr Tucker was then Chairman of the East India 
Company. With Metcalfe he mamtamed a close and 
fa m iliar correspondence. But those were days when 
regular commumcatiou between the two countries was 
unknown, and even the jomt powers of the Chairman of 
the Company and the]Govemor-General could not render the 
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tnifflt of thciT lotton otbcrwuo isrdy aod nncertam. 
AU, bowerer, that conld be doao to keep MetoaHe mfonned 
upon pointf of such deep interest jnjportance to him, 
TTM done by the fbeiHlIj Chiirroan. On the 28th of 
August the latter TTroto “ We have receiredLccrd "William 
Bentinck s retigmitlon. It is my intention to 

place In Pominatrop either Jlr ElphmJtone or yocmelf— 
TThoerar of the trro may be acceptable to the Court 
and the ilinirtry On the dth of September he wroto 
again, tnying " I Intend an "Wednoday next to propoeo to 
the Court that yon should be continned m the charge of the 
Supreme Garemmcnt, and I hare written to Mr Grant to 
notiiy this mteorion. "With the Court 1 should hare no 
difficulty for I already know the sentiinfflata of the mijority 
but I cannot aay what may be the riewi of the Kings 
^ilhiuten. I am delcnmned on mj oourte 

and I wiH recigu the ohair rather propoae a party 
whom I cannot recommend on Cur public grounds. 

These letters reached Metcalf© in February as be was 
journeying towards ATUhaTwil “ My dear fliend " jha 
wrote to Mr Tucker — “ my &uDd itwL^ 1 The result of 
what was going on cannot be my nomination to the 
Gorenior-Generalalup but I regard it as a high honour 
that you should hare thought me for that post and my 
feelings are the aame as if your wish had been snccessfoL 
Uplrtnstone is the man m whom nil vedeea would hare 
boen most oonctirrent. Hhi admlms^tion would hare 
been splendid and most popular In another letter written 
on his return to the Presidenoy he repeated the expresncai 
of his gratitude, “ I can nerer sufficiently thank you,** ho 
wrote to Mr Tucker “ and »m truly sorry to find that 
whilst you were generously engaged m a struggle in which 
I was to much interested you were embermssed by want 
of intelligence os to my tiewa. I nm Aihy prepared for 

the result, and as I nerer expected to be Gorernor-GcnerBl, 
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I shall not be disappointed in not being so hlj gratitude 
to those Avho have fought such a battle for me, and chieny 
to yourself, ought to be unbounded, and ^Mll, I trust, be 
as lasting as hfe 

By this time Metcalfe had received information of is hut 
the Court had actually done in his behalf Mr Tucher 
had ssuitten to hlountstuart Elphiustone proposing to put 
him in nommation as successoi to Lord Wilham Bentinck f 
But the honour had been declined on the plea of faihng 
health , and on the 28th of September a senes of resolu- 
tions bad been proposed to the Court, and earned by an 
oversvbelmmg majonty, declaratory of tbeir opimon that, 
“ adverting to the pubhc character and services of Sir 
Charles Metcalfe,” it was inexpedient to make “ any other 
arrangement for supljung the oflSce of Governor-General ” J 

* MS Correspondence — 3Iarcli 5, 1835, — On the river, helosv 
ilonghyr 

f Mr Tucker had proposed to the Court the names of Elphm- 
stone and Metcalfe conjomtly, and the Court had, in the first 
instance, selected the former, tlunkmg, as svitli characteristic 
modesty he irrote to Metcalfe, “ probably from my bemg on the 
spot and imemployed that I Tvould be most likely to escape 
objectiom” 

J The foUowmg are the resolutions which were earned by a 
majonty of fifteen to two — 

“ That this Court deeply lament that the state of Lord William 
Bentmek’s health should be such as to depnve the Company of 
his most valuable services, and this Court deem it pioper to 
record, on the occasion of his lordship’s resignation of the office 
of Governor-General, their high sense of the distmgmshed ability, 
energy, zeal, and mtegnty with which his lordship has discharged 
the arduous duties of his exalted station 

“ That, referrmg to the appomtment which has been conferred 
by the Court, with the approbation of his Majesty, on Sir Charles 
T Metcalfe, provisionally, to act as Governor-General of India, 
upon the death, resignation, or cojmng away of Lord Wilham 
Bentmck, and advertmg also to the public character and services 
of Sir Charles Metcalfe, whose knoii ledge, experience, and talents 
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But the CroTTn ilimstcrt ■were not anclmad to ritiiy the 
ohcnce of the Court of Dmctan. Th^ raked np an oU 
dictnm of Hr C armhtjr to tho effect it wn more 
cxpcdlont to appoint an Engluh ttateaman^ than one 
trained in either of the tcmcea, to the office of 

Govcroor-Qeneral • and it was decreed, therefore, that 
hletoalfe had too much knowledge and expenence — in 
a word, 'wu too well qualified for tho performance of 
the dntiea of auch an to be mfiered to xmdertaka 

them. 

Agidnit thia peremptory setting of the rlmma of 
the entire body of their aemmte, the Court of Diroctora, 
ai r^ueseoted hj l£r Tucker and Hr Stanley QaTke, had 

wntngptly qualtQr htm to pnweente wecearti lly tim T ari oca 
Im port ant meararei coORquent oa the nmr Cbartcr Act, thU 
Court are of oplnkn that U wold be ioexpedket at peeaat to 
Tn»v» Ajij' oths axTUgeotait ftir f opp i jln g the dBce of Qomcr 
OoenJ. h It reaalred aeowdin^j tliat the Chain be 

anthoriaed and Inttnieted to cfa nm enkate ihlt opiotoa to hb 
hQuIateEi, the Fn^iaii of the Board at Cem- 

TTrli A at w fbr tlu AflUn of ludit.** 

TSfl irtrdt of Me. Qrant^ lettCT of October 1, IS34, are worth 
(jnotingt— 

** With retpect to the appointment to that otOee of anx aerTant 
of the Campanj' bowetc emhieDt his knovledse, taleoti, and 
ezperlBice naj coofeaMdl/ his MaJeetj^ Mlnlstai agree In 
the seatfaienti ot lln Omntnft ezprened la a letter Attm hhn to 
the Court cn the Z5th of Deeaohtf lUo, that the earn can hardly 
be ctmetiTed in -wUdi it -woold be expedleot that the higittt offim 
of the OoTomDait tn India ^tooU be flDed otherwise than hum 
•Fft jtgnd, nd that that OKU main Bnh at lost between thesjatoms 
of the Jndbm and British Ooranments ougbl? tfin adTantage 
of both, to be tuTiiiablj maintahied. 

“On tfili pcfinrfpfe ft has ustBiy 6em tisragfit pn^wr 
■Twt In the THiioas hopoctant measures cooeeqoait on the new 
Charter Act, his llige^a Mlnlften see much to enjoin the con- 
tlnuanoe of thn geoenl practice, but nothing to rtCDaifl»d a 
dsriatloB frtci tL* 
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Tigorously remonstrated * But tlieir remonstrances liad 
been witbout etFect The Whig hlimstiy uerc still bent 
on appointmg one of their own paity to tlie magnificent 
office of 'Viceroy of the East , and the Company appeared 
to be equally determmed to reject all the "B^ig nominees 
In the meanwhile nothmg uns done. New rumours came 
floatmg out to India; new names were added to the already 
inflated hst of candidates for the occupancy of Government 
House f Whilst speculation was snll at its height regard- 
ing the issue of the contest that was going on at home 
'between the Court and the Board, Calcutta uas excited 
by the inteUigence that the "Whig Ministers had resigned, 
and that a new Government had been formed, ^vlth Sir 
Eobert Peel at its head And soon afterwards the Hugh 
Lindsay steamer brought to Bombay, and thence despatched 
to the seat of the Supreme Government, the important 
tidings of the appomtment of Lord Heytesbury to the 
Governor-Generalship of India ^ 

The mtelhgence was not received with much enthusiasm 
in Calcutta Some hope had been entertamed that, 
although the "Whigs had declared their deterrmnation not 
to appomt any Company’s servant to the chief seat in 
the Government, the same spmt of exclusiveness would 
not actuate their successors. And, indeed, the professions 


Letter of aiatrman and Deputy- Chairman of the Court of 
Directors, October 8, 1834 

■f At one time lord Durliam, at another lord Mulgrave, and 
then an mfinential member of the Conrt of Directors wrote to Sir 
Charles Metcalfe, that “the prerailmg rumour is that Sir C 
Manners Sutton, the Speaker, will be the mdividual whom Govem- 
ment will desire to see appomted,” whilst another wrote out that 
Lord Minto would command the greatest number of suffrages 

Alexander Bumes, who had come out by the overland route 
m charge of despatches, sent the information to Sir Charles Met- 
calfe, m a letter written “ On board the Hugh Lindsay, April 30 

1835 ” i . 
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of the Toriei differed from those of their opponents, inajt 
much 01 that they mode a thow of repodiating all eichi 
irrcncM by offering the Goremor-GenerElshlp to Mr 
Elphinstopo, Tiho hod dcchned it a few inonthj before. 
Why the appointment woa not then offered to Sir Gharles 
Metcalfe it la hard to lay It was raggeated to him, that 
perhaps the Tonea regarded brm oa “ too much of a 
Deatmctire." At all oventa, not only did Lord Ellen 
borongh, who presided at the India Boaird, not oormtenance 
hii permanent appointmAot^ but for tima he pre- 

t e nded to doubt the expediency of nominating hiin 
prormonally to the office, m the orent of Ixjrd Heytea 
bury a death or retignabon. The continned rendence of 
Sir Charles Stetcalfe m India depended npoo his nnmina 
bon but Lord EUenborongh at one tune propoaed to aend 
ont Sir Henry Fane, the newly appointed Comzoander m 
Chief, with a comnuaaioa as Pronnonal Ooremar-GGieial 
of Tnd<>. 

Sir Henry Fane was a fine old soldier and a staunch 
Tory but this prepoateroas idea was apeedOy abandoned. 
In ftrong terms Mr Tacter urged the nlnm» and ments 
of Sir Charles Meicalfe. Lord EUenborongh took oonnael 
with his coUeagnas — the Duko of Wellrngton and Sir 
Robert Peel and on the 2nd of March, 1836 the Chair 
man wrote to Metcalfe, saying I hare the tatufaction 
to inform yon that you were unnnimoTuly appointed on 
Fnday last to take charge of the office of GcFremor-General 
m the event of the death, reaignattcin do., of Lord Heytea- 
bury and this additional mark of confidence cannot £i3 
I trust, to gratify yon. * To Metcalfe, mdeed well 

• Hila lrtt« nnift have been aent by tbe orwUnd route, amcof 
Bumei' deapatchesj for the receipt of It wai acknereVdfed ca the 
54th of Hay I oaimot help eipretaing my conrlctkin that, of 
aH TT^ in the world, none will hare more reaaon to bo fraldhl to 
the great agency of steam than fhtnre jenaatJani of Indian 
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knoTMng as lie did ivliat ivere the chances of an Indian 
statesman iinthont political influence, ivho had not been in 
* England since he ivas a schoolboy, against those of any 
Whig or Tory nobleman, who had either to be provided 
for, or got nd of by the Mimstry of the day, the refusal of 
the Crown Mmisters to appoint him permanently to the 
office of Govemor-General of India was a source of much 
less disappomtment than it was to his friends and to the 
community at large He had aspired only to the provi- 
sional appointment, and ivith this he was now satisfied 
To his old friend hir Tucker he wrote in cordial acknow- 
ledgment of the honour that had been done to him , and 
never, even in his most confidential moments to the most 
cheiished of his friends, expressed a feehng of disap- 
pointment — 


“ The additional mark of confidence afforded by the Court in 
my nomination to the provisional charge of the office of Governor- 
General, 18, as you suppose, exceedingly gratifying to me On 
the arrival of Lord Heytesbury, if the Agra Government be not 
by that time abohshed, I shall return to my post in the Agra 
Presidency The duty of the Governor there is highly mterest- 
mg Nevertheless, the Government ought, I think, to be 
abolished, as unnecessarily expensive . p never 

sufficiently tbank you for your generous exertions m my favour 
As I neier expected them to succeed, I am not disappomted bv 
the result ivhicli Lord Heytesbuiy’s appointment indicates We 
hear that the Ministry ofiered the office to Elphmstone. It is 
honourible to them if they did so I hope that you will approve 

“a .S XX X 
..... XlX 

tographer, .Pd I&lomp, I, „ 

kbopts av,U be d,m.ni»bed, and, rtat i, of Lre consequent 
beir aecumcy inched, bp the ftedit, afforded them of calcn 
atang rrith certarntythe penod at trluoh letters bearing any pS- 
ticular date, must liave reached any part of India 
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ClTcn for unpla dlKonlcm aadddlbentkm.hBiiia 7 beli£nbefiire 
]t becooK* kv It wu jiropoaed before the cpjiadntiQeat of tuy 
now GoTcmcr G eneral wm kntnni.’*-~{lfay 34 1835.] 

** Tim letter! now odmovied^ed fccmliH freth pi noC 

tlmtdT- npoolnmd&nt, of yoor cacitant friendly can of ma Z 
cm not niprlced ct tbe mnlt That In wU^ Whig! cod Torla 
c^rce most bo rigtit. And tbo osij thing la which theT* hare 
agreed bos bocn In rejeetiog urn m QoTenicir>Geaenl. B wu 
q.iilte mtnral 1 cad tbe ootj thing that enrprUed nm wu, that I 
iboold hare been thooght at I cm prond of and bj no 
mocni dliappotnted bj tbe £afltiT& 

**Thla wIU Had yon enjoying npoce Ibr a lecjon, after yonr 
highly dlxtlDgalibed reign at tbe hnd of the Court of Directon, 
of wbldi the character hat nerer been roam nlfed and nphdd 
than by yon—whethcr wKh regard to It* Independait and aplrited 
beazlog ct home, or to H* just dealing* In tdmhdstntkai of 
India. I oonclode that tbe Oemrt win craO lijelf of tikct letnm 
to your poet oert April, to place you again la the dtabr to wUch 
you hare Attm cq cmch bosom. Tour mndrtci toward* me ha* 
hcaa oori cenaona, aad I can nerrnr aaificlmiy thaak Tuo. We 
are getting on In India <i(detly'’—£.fitaa 7 1835.] 

And bocouae tixef mare “ getting on qtnetly,” Metcalfe, 
feeling thnt the poeition ttUoIi he then tcmpornrily ooon 
pied TTtmld gtro additaoncl ireight to hi* ojnnlxma, deemed 
that the eeoBon. ttbi opportune for a deliberate reriew of 
the state and proipecta of the Bntiah empire in the of 
the dongera ^rhlch threatened it, nnd the men iiii ea ^rhich 
■would moat conduce to itc coletj' It ha* been pnTd that 
he wa* alwnja keenly ahre to the inaecun^ of our poci 
tuon in Indm. Thia, indeed, had Icmg been regarded qj 
M etmilfei irmk point end hi* fnend* often ezpreoed 
their Burpnae, that on© TTho •wua genernlly “eo iDund" 
abould, In this pardoular instance, entertain and propoond 
opinions -which -were then oonceired to 'be those ocjy of 
weak alarmisti. People milled -when be «ud that 

they -would -wake trp some fin© monnng and find that they 
had lost India but he had been talking and wnting in 
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this stram for many years/ and novr that he w ns Go\ omor- 
General of India, he deemed it his bounden duty to place 
upon record his opinions nilh respect to the best means of 
preparing the State/o meet the dangers \vhich continually 
threatened it, -whenever they might be brought by ndi erse 
circumstances into active operation Lord J^Yillnm Ben- 

tmek had left beliind him an elaborate minute on the 
defence of thd country, -^Mth especial reference to the pro- . 
babdities of a Bussian invasion Jletcalfc had no appre- 
hensions on that score He beheved that our real dangers 
ere from -within; and that those hostile mfluences -uere 
only to be counteracted by an overauang display of mihtary 
force “IVe can retain our dominion,” he had -uxittcn 
some little time before, “ only by a large military estab- 
lishment; and -without a considerable force of European 
troops, the fidehty of our aimy could not be rched upon ” 
But he had no very decided opinions upon this point, and 
he -was rather inclined to combat the -views of Lord 'Wil- 
liam Bentmck, -who had spoken of tlie native army in 
India as the most expensive and the most mefficient in the 
-world, and who had declared that our only internal danger 
was from the doubtful fidehty of the sepoys From the 
elaborate minute which Metcalfe then wrote, in reply to 
his predecessor, I am tempted to make some extracts, 

* As far back as 1814, he had -written “ Until the Gov eminent 
at home he con-vanced that our situation in India is beset with 
dangers, and that we have still to malce further great exertions to 
secure onr safety, there can he httle hope that we shall long 
retain the do mini ons that we have aegmred Our situation in 
India has always been precarious It is still precarious We are 
still a handful of Europeans governmg an immense empire 
-without any firm hold of the country, having warlike and po-werful 
enemies on all our frontiers, and the spirit of disaffection dormant, 
hut rooted, among our subjects ” “ Our native army,” he said, at 
the same time, “is certainly a phenomenon, the more so as there 
is no heartfelt attachment to the Government on the part of our 
native troops.” 
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prefaang them ■with the following paBSOgo of a more 
general natirrc, from a paper written iomo time before, in 
which ho thus emphatically dwelli npon the uueourity of 
oar podUon In In<iin , — 

** Onr bold la wo precuVnu tbst a Tery little mlammageciKot 
mtgbt accoTopUib onr expoldoni ml the cmii ' i e of erenti may be 
of Itidf aui^ent witb^ aoy ndainanagemeiL We are, to 
appearance, roore poirerfol In India no» than we eror veto. 
Nererthekuoor dtnratkll maybe abort wori, vheolt oocuaeoceat 
It irill probably be rapid t and the wtsld will irooder more at tbe 
aaddometa with 'whldb onr Imnunae anpira may yanlah, than It 
haa done at the rirprlalQ^ coniiaeft we bare achlcrcd. Tbe 
cam of tbla prccarlotitncvt la that oor power doea not leat on 
actual rtimgth bnt npoD impreaakni. Onr whole real rtren^th la In 
tbe few Boropem rei^enta, apeahlDff compaAdrtly that are 
■cattered aln^iily orer tbe raat apace of rd^ofated India. That la 
tbo only portkin of oor nldle^ wboao bearU are with tii, and 
wboae eonatancy can be rdled on Is tbe boor of trkL AH onr 
oatlre oatthUabinenti, mOitary and dril, are tbe tbllowcra of 
fOrtene i they aerre oa for tbdr Urrilbood, and gtserally aorro na 
wdL Prom a aenae of what 1* doe to tbe bead whkb freda than, 
which la one of tbe 'rtrtoea that they moat extol, they may cAen 
diaplay Ikkllty ender trying dreomatancee t bat in tbdr Inward 
fhrilngi they partabe more or Ina of tbe Tmlr ciaa l dlnJIWdiiB 
which preraHa againat na, sot from bad gorsunent bat from 
natural and irreolttlble antipathy | and were tbe wind to change 
— to nae a notlTe expreaakoi— and to act In ateadUy againat sa, we 
conld not expect that tbetr aenae of bonoor altbongh thero mltbt 
bo fpIaKSd JQataz>caa of dorcUoa, would keep tbo on onr aide 
In c^jpoiitkm to the eomnum fceliog whidi, 'with one ylew might 
for a tima anhe all India fiwtn one eod to tbe other — ^Emplrta 
grow (dd, decay and perlib, Onn In India can hardly be called old, 
bat acana daa^ad to be abort Qred. Wa appear to ham poaaed tbo 
■briHUntT- and ylgoar of onr yonth, and It may be that we bare 
peached a premature old age. '^V'e barn to bo tbe -woeder 

thatwe were to tbo ootlreat the charm 'wldcb coco cneompoaaed 
tu baa been dlaKdred, and oor aobjeeta hare bad tlmo to laqtdre 
why they bare been nbdtied. Tbe cmaeqnmcei of tbe inquiry 
may appear hotafttr If the*e apcculatkma are not dcroH of 
fenmdatk®, tbey are naefol in dlrertlng oor mindi to tbo eootem* 
platkm aftbei^natureof oarpqwer andtnpecreitiiiga deJoilTO 
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T^elief of its impregnability Our greatest danger is not from a 
Russian power, but from the fadmg of the impression of ourmian- 
cibihty from the mmds of the native inhabitants of India. The 
disaffection vrluch would root us out abundantly exists, the 
concurrence of circumstances sufficient to call itmto general action 
may at any time happen ” * 

‘‘Dangehs oe oun Position in India. — Our danger does not 
he m the mihtary force alone of native states, but m the spmt by 
which they axe actuated towards us, and still more m the spirit of 
our sul^ects from one end of India to the other We have no 
hold on their affections, more than that, disaffection is universal 
So that what to a power supported by the affections of its subjects 
would be a shght disaster, might to us be an irreparable calamity 
The httle reverse which we met with at Ramoo, in the Burman 
war, sounded throughout India hke our repulse at the first siege 
of Bhurtpore, magmfied and exaggerated as if it had been our 
death-knell Tlie Commander-m-Chief was said to have been 
kiUed, and the Governor-General to have put an end to himself 
in despair hy swallowing pounded diamonds Ramoo became so 
celebrated, that although the place is an msignificant one m the J 
distnct of Chittagong, m our own territory, never before generally 
heard of, the word is now used by the natives as the name of the 
Burman empire, or of any place to the eastward beyond sea, and 
an idea of something formidable and dreadful is attached to it 
“ Some say that our empire m India rests on opmion, others on 
mam force It m fact depends on both We could not keep the 
country by opmion if we had not a considerable force , and no 
force that we could pay would be sufficient if it were not aided 
by the opimon of our mvincibihty Our force does not operate 
BO much by its actual strength as by the impression which it 
produces, and that impression is the opmion by which vre hold 
India. 

“ Internal insurrection, therefore, is one of the greatest of our 

* Tins IS part of a paper, written m reply to some questions pro- 
pounded in England, at the time of the Pahamentary Inqmrics of 
1832 33, and submitted by Government to the prmcipal authorities 
on questions of Indian Goiemment Whether this paper was 
ei er officially sent in I do not know It does not appear m the 
printed replies to these questions m the Parhamentaiy papers 
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dtngtTf, or r»thcr become* *o irheii tbomcamof (jodDiif Hare 
at a dlftuce. It it eosj to dodde It, becntH Injorgaits mt j not 
haro tbe bo n e, fi>ot, md ortlDeij of s regnUr onoj't but H 
becomM ktIoq* if ve hare not tbcwe matexialf at hanA Xotbinj; 
can be a ■trocger pr oof of oer veolmeai in tho a><»»ive of a mtU- 
torj fbrce, enren vbcn It li not for lemored, than the hiataiT of 
inanrrectloDJ u haro occomd. The dril porer and iH 
acmbloDce of the exlftmce of oar g or nn aagit ore inatontlj' rrept 
avaj bj the torrent. T7e need not go &r b*^ to Aov tn 
the neisiduuibuul of the metropofia of ’firttfah Tmtia, Ttthhi a 
Cxreed march &om one of the InBcst of oor mllllai7 atittioi, our 
g o ra nm ent iraa aabrorted throogboot a ctncidaaUe of 

terltorji onr moglatratea, arith oD the portr that thcT- eoold 
coOect, drlrai like chaff beftrt* the vlod, and on ina or T ectl o n a i y 
authurltj effohlhhed b^ a handfttl of TTxm proclaiming the ora 
throv of onr AanbiViw, tad the estahliihment of a new d^noatj' 
ia the paaca of a leoda- of • bond of ftaatica. TVa ttafe of 
thing* cnntintizd fbr aerenl daTo. imtQ the tnsnmctiaD waa anp- 
pre*^ bf the appSeattoa of mlDtaiT ftete, witbont vhieh h ia 
fanpocdble to aaT* to vhot axteot It mi^ bare piuM-ihd, ao com- 
pktelj vere tbs hmtrgctU moatoa cf the pc lg fabocriag coantrj' 
Aa the rpidt of ti m iir ii-ttfm b cotthhig, thb oUkir '■ros aoon id 
hm^ by an ttttnrrecdn of the Danger Colea, a nee p re T kr ua ly 
ordaly Old mhcdniTe and retnorkable for indnatrkroa and laboxloaa 
bahita oot of thdr omi euontij No aoaner hod inj an e clto n 
Irokei out than It apreod Oka viUflre. Not a Cole in the uoun try 
VBJ free from the inftdtkoi. AD the tnhaMtanti of other de*erip~ 
ti^«, the Ba^^oh end a ftv OTt^ rtwi, vho hwd «tTrm|4TrAT« 
cff mDitiij meona fiir tbetr protecUoo, mremf cjlJot expcDcd. 
The oflICCT of onr odminlftraikai and tra y aign cf OTm guitm- 
tpitfJclj diMppeorad. Bor a long time all farce that eonld 

be ^"111^ on our port vu not odIj tnodeqnata to ruppreta tbe 
Imm ec ii oD, bnt, olthonih In able bonda, ocrald honTTy rcalit it^ 
ffTwl eoold not prerent ita Twadtn]^ , or do more t>i«n check H at 
one p'-JTtt- It required aaranl mmtha and a large fbreo to prrt 
d^rn thla tn amr e etk m | but that of the Cbooana, iDotiter i^d 
nee, aooc fbOoired, -vi^ baiSed tba flnt ftirce and tbe aecond 
iirce anplojcd, and kept na engaged ibr many mmtha alao bclhre 

It -TO erttngnlahed. 

“ Hla Jordahlfv bcrrerBr leea ftethg danger in tbe fjmod of 
knorledge and the operttiona of tbe preaa. I do not fta inj’ 
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part, anticipate danger ns a certain consequence from tliese causes 
I see so much danger in the ignorance, fanaticism, and barbarism 
of our subjects, that I rest on the spread of knowledge some hope 
of greater strength and secunty Men will he better able to 
appreciate the good and evil of our rule, and if the good predo- 
minate, they wiU know that they may lose by a change Without 
reckomng on the affection of any, it seems probable that those of 
the natives who would most deprecate and least promote our over- 
throw, would be the best-informed and most enhghtened among 
them, unless they had themselves, mdividually, ambitions dreams 
of power If, however, the extension of knowledge is to be a new 
source of danger — and I will not pretend confidently to predict the 
contrary — it is one altogether unavoidable. It is our duty to 
extend knowledge, whatever may be the result, and spread it 
would, even if we impeded it The tune is passed when the 
operations of the press could be effectually restramed, even if that 
course would be any source of safety, which must be very 
doubtful Hotlimg so precarious could in prudence be trusted 
to If, therefore, increase of danger be really to be apprehended 
from mcrease of knowledge, it is what we must cheerfully submit 
to We must not tiy to avert it, and if we did we should fed.” 

“The Etoopean Amur nr Ixdia.— Considermg the possible 
disaffection of our native army as our only mtemal danger, and 
the want of physical strength and moral energy as rendering them 
unable to contend with a European enemy, his lordship proposes 
y that the European portion of our army should be one-fourth, and 
eventually one-third, m proportion to the .strength of our native 
army Bfe considers this as requiring a force of 30,000 Europeans 
m India. In the expediency of havmg at least this force of 
Europeans, even m ordmaiy times, I entirely concur, that is if 
we can pay them. But the hunt to this, and every other part of 
our force, must be regulated by our means If we attempted to 
fix it accordmg to our wants, we should soon he without the means 
of mamtainmg any army Thirty thousand European troops 
would be vastly madequate for the purpose of meetmg the 
imagmed Russian mvasion, for we should more require European 
troops m the mterior of India at that tune than at any other To 
have our army on a footmg calculatedfor that event is impossible 
Our army cannot well be greater than it is, owmg to want of 
means It cannot well be less, owmg to our other wants Sucli 
as it IS m extent, it is our duty to make it as efllcient as we can, 
with or without the prospect of aRnssian mvasion, and this is 
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trar regrikr attilry Earopam. I do not nie«n by thb nssoA to 
recommcDd ntcb a change. All ancfa chongei eren if they Tcn' 
gBiaaHy detiftd, repdro great conaldcrtttkm. Oor regular natlre 
canliy baa gru w u tip aa a bninch of onr ettabOjliiDent, baa 
hitberto done Iti dirty vet], and ought not to be incontlderalety 
brobeQ np. Hot If I had to Hbrm a caraby amy fbr Tnifla, 
vttboot tbo ptet k an ex Utmeo of the legnlar nadre troopa, I 
mmld make the regular curalry Boropean, and the nadre caraliy 
of the aaioe de wnlptVju aa that body now termed tbe Irregulan or 
the Local norae. I do not knovtliat the lata OoTtnor-Gtnernl 
coca ao Ikr in hla oplnlcia on aalject, but in all that I hare 
teen of hla ■eothnenU in approbotlon of that desolptian of our 
caTulry I ftrlly coeear • 


AH throngh the hot weather and lauiy eeaaon of 1885, 
Sir Charies Metcalfe remained at CtJonttn aa Pronaiannl 
GoTenwr-Geoeral, espectmg the wnml of Lard Heytw- 
htoy TVith that noblanan, olthotigh he difiered from 
him grcotly In hia Tiewe of European poHbc*, h^ wai 
prepared to co-opeiate heartily and energetically and the 
<>fiTdTnl manri^'r m whioh tho GoTeinor-GeneTal elect 
■wrote to him, wiying how nmeh he ahtrold depend tipon. 
tbe Hfigtunn* of eo expenmeed an Indian ptatetman aa 
Sir Chailefl Metcalfe, ftrengthoied the kindly feabngs 
•with which he wia prepared to greet hia tucseaor 

Throughout all Ae period of hia rcaidence at Celcntin, 
•whether os member of Council, "Vico-Preaidesrt, or GoverDar 
General, his Hberality rrms extreme his chanty beyood 
eLpies non bonntiftiL Few conld mecsure their extent. 
There -wna a contmnal, quiet, nnohtmsiTe itreom of bote- 
Tolenoo crer flowing on. It aeemod u though he held the 
bijth emolumeaits of his office only m trust for others. 
TVheQ he ■was QoreiDar-Genenil receiving the magnificent 
aHawHDcet of that high office a much-esteemed member of 
bia Btaff endeavoured to persuade him to take the oppor 
tunity, as he then contemplated retaement &om public 
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life, of adding sometliing to his fortune “ My dear 
fellow, Stokes,” was his reply, “I do not consider the 
money I receive as Governor-General as my own It is 
intended to be expended ih supportmg the position But I 
am saving, notwithstanding, in spite of myself” 

One or two examples of his generosity, which necessarily 
found their way before the pnbhc, may be given in this 
place An apphcation was made to him m behalf of an 
educational institution m Calcutta, known as the “ Parental 
Acadenuc Institution,” which, owmg to its benevolent 
exertions, had mvolved itself m debt Metcalfe at once 
inquired mto the circumstances of the case ; ascertamed 
the sum required (500Z ) to rescue the institution from the 
obbgations which depressed it, and sent a cheque for the 
entire amount 

On another occasion, a gentleman, who had projected 
the scheme of a Eetinng Fimd, which it was beheved 
would be very advantageous to the mihtary service, waited 
on Sir Charles Metcalfe, when officiatmg as Governor- 
General of India, to ask the assistance of the Government to 
enable him to proceed to England to carry out the necessary 
arrangements for the advancement of the proposed measure. 
To this apphcation, Metcalfe, havmg mquired what was 
the amount requisite for the expenses of his voyage (600? ), 
rephed that he had no power to send the applicant to 
England at the pubhc expense , but he begged Mr. 
Curmn’s acceptance of the sum named irom his private 
purse * 

When he was ^ce-President m Council, it was repre- 
sented to him that an organ, which had been purchased, on 
the faith of a subscription from the congregation, for one of 
the churches at Calcutta, had not been paid for, and that 

* The contemporary annahsts say, “with an additional sum 
for his expenses m England ” 

r 2 



182 


TOE oovtucoE-oofEiaLsinr 


u there wai a chance of Its being eeueod under legal 
nuthonty, it ttm hoped that Government vroold content 
to malco a pecuniary advanco to retone it than the 
ihenfTB officers. To thw applicanon be rephed us in 
the pTocediDg inttonco, that he oonld not apply the 
public money to such purpoae* but he afterward* tent 
a draft ou hia private ngcuta for the whole of the required 
amoxmL 

IBj chantiea and beneficences to sufieiers of aH clatse* 
were past counting He had always been a large contn 
butor to thosQ subscriptions, rrhich, before the pensiou 
ftmds of the Indian eemcea were in foil operation, had »o 
ftequently been inatituted for the relief of the widows and 
child r en of deoeaacai officers. On one occation, before h© 
was a member of the Governmenl, a subscnption htTing 
been opened in behalf of the iamily’ of a rtaffi-offioer with 
whom Metcalfe, in earlier days had beai m habits of 
inbnuu^ he requested that his name might be entered in 
the hit for a coatHTbuhoc of 10 000 rupees. But the 
gentleman who had charge of the euhjcnption list, an old 
nntl rery dmr fhend, unwilljiig to take advantage of thi» 
excessrre liberality deolined accepting a donation of more 
than half the amount. 

Tet, in spite of this contmued generosity, md the 
bonntiftJ hoepitality which he at aH times exsrciied, hi* 
fortune contmued to inoreasa. He owed this principally 
to a habit, formed, as has been seen, in early lift, of keep- 
ing a v ery exact account of hu reoeipta and expenditure. 
He would ftequently counsel young men against sufenng 
any laxity to creep into the management of ihar pecuniary 
nfTnim ^ pixl declare that what begins m carelesmea may 
semetnoes end m dishonesty He not only kept the most 
TntnTitft accounts, but continued to preicnre them usd I 
behoTB that at any time ho could hare aKcrtaincd the 
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precise amotmt to a rupee of the sum expended by him in 
any given month since he letuined fiom his expedition to 
Madras * 

It IS to be borne m mind that Sir Charles Metcalfe not only- 
received very large allowances during a penod of a quarter of a 
century, but had inherited a considerable private fortune, which was 
very carefully husbanded I beheve that his affairs were managed, 
with great judgment, by a confidential finend 
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OHAPTEE V 
[1(05.3 

LIBEHATIOS OP THE INDIAS PBE8S. 

Prerkas lOftOTy of the PrcM — ’He CeKonhlp — OplohXLf of 
Icrd Huttnfi, llr Adam, and Lord AVtiuam HestiDck — 
Pnwtliftiitary State of the liiv — MeicaUb i Oplnknu — 
mpoodeoce -with lurd Clan — Cocsdl lUnote — for the 
HesKTTiI of BeetzlctlanA — ^Addicts to Blr UetcaUh— 

IZk Amwtr — Focadt^iaa at the lletn t ife T7«n 

I; ^ru in tlin tntnmn of 18A5 that, t ir idgr the aTi5p:cei 
of Sir Charka an act ttbi pftiwri the Snpronie 

Conncfl of Tni^i* the tendeni^ of whieh "wie to reiDore the 
rcBtrictiotie trhich had ptorwuaty been nnposed npon, the 
£eedota of the Trtdttm prcn. 

The penodioal prees of India iru then more then half a 
ocntnry old. It epraiig np in the tliTie\if Barron Hastmga, 
and with it the ntmoat latitude of ezprcesnni that ocrold be 
tolerated bj a society very tolamnt of immormlity and 
ndeoorum. It* reatnotione trer© thoee only by 

the bodfly fears of the editor and ccmtributOTB, the olgeot* 
of who*e TnaH^mant commentane* ■were rather the leading 
meniberB of the European comniunlty of Calcutta Onui the 
Tnri {m<twi of the local Qorenunent. The first Indian 
n e wipnpcr, knoim a* Hkly* OateUe * teemed vnth »ciir 
rinty of the tt u t iI kmd. Lewie** itself it wme natnmlly 
ca^josed to the countcmctjcKi of such law* a* individual men 
mi^w for the ocaiaion, and the wild justioe of rerengo was 
adnumitered with so much ngour that Mr Dicky had not 
* Plot pohlldied in irSL 
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only to coniplaia of ordinary assaults upon Ins person, but 
of serious attempts, in return for bis assassination of 
cbaracter, to assassinate bun in tbe flesb Sucb bcen- 
bousness as tbis bad a natural tendency in due tune to 
remedy itself A journal, tbe common aliment of wbicb is 
offal and garbage of tbe filthiest kmd, must be destroyed, 
by tbe innate force of its corruption There "was bttle 
Titabty in Hide's Gazette, but it was tbe progemtor of 
healthier offspring which bred longer and fared better ; 
and the Indian penodical press was now firmly estab- 
bsbed 

"With tbe improved moral tone of society durmg the 
administration of Lord Comwalbs and Su John Shore, tbe 
respectabdity of tbe Indian press necessarily made steady 
progress Tbe papers began to concern themselves more 
about pubbc affaus, and less about tbe private scandal of 
tbe settlement They were for tbe most part harmless 
pubbcations, by no means remarkable for bnUiant writing,, 
or for any wntmg at aU beyond what was taken from tbe 
European papers, and a few items of local news They 
bad bttle or nothing to say against Lord Comwalbs and 
bis government When they spoke of bun at all, they 
commonly spoke of him with respect No pubbc mcon- 
vemence arose from tbe diffusion of sucb information as 
they contamed , and it would appear that, therefore, they 
were left very much to themselves But when Lord 
"Wellesley arrived m India we were engaged m a great 
contest with tbe French, who were endeavounng to 
estabbsb a donunant influence m India, and mtngumg 
with tbe pnncipal native dynasties for tbe destruction of 
the Bntisb power m tbe East It was a great crisis, 
which permitted tbe intervention of no scruples and com- 
punctions, and seemed to justly measures which in ordi- 
nary conjunctures would be without justification or 
apology. At sucb a time tbe unwary pubbcation of items 
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of inteHigtinco might be fraught tritli pemlcioiij rcfulti. 
Lord Wellctley believed that it Tmi neoeaaary to 
the pren to a rgurom anperviaicm* A ocnaonhip ■w« 
catahliabed- Stringent regnlatioiu vrero eatabllibsd for the 
guidance of editors and propnetora, the violation of which 
bronght down npon the offender the penalty of deportn 
Uon. The Itcggae Tinder vrhjch he wma permitted to retide 
in a Bntieh aettlcment vraa cancelled, and he vm sent 
cut of the conntry, to at home in violent tpeechea 

tmd pomphleti nbont the liberty of ^hp mbject ced the 
irresponalbla tyranny of Bngbah satrapa jn the ^spoUo 
Colt 

During the admimitration of Lord hBnto due dread of 
ihe free diffoaum of knowledge became a ohronio diwwe 
•which wai contmually afEUctmg ^ mtmbcre of OoTern 
tnent with all eorta of hypochondriacal day fe*n nnd night- 
tnoret in which Tmoiu of the printEog preca and the Bible 
were ever tbecr fleah to creept and their hair to 

•land erect with horror It wej om pohoy in thoee days 
to keep the natirea of India lo the proftnzndeat poesible 
state ^ barbanam and darkneaa, and every attempt to 
diffnae the light of knowledge among the people, cither of 
onr own or the independent italea, waa vehemently 
oppoeed and resented.* "WTulrt the prow wa# regarded 
’clmost in the light of an tn&roal nmclune of oonita the 

* A ecdoiu Qlnstrstke of thSe tea;- to gathered from the 
irecortli of tbe Ejdcntod Beridenej Captain Sydenham, -who 
reFreMnted cror tntereita at that C47Tirt, iriabinf to g r alH f a 
daha eipmacd by the Blxam to Ke aome of the ipplkmwa d 
'B-nopean edence, proeored ftpr him three •pedmena, in the tbapo 
of an ah pomp, a printing pieaa, and tto modd of a man-cf war 
Hfring menliooed thU in bh dend-offidal coereapoadaica with tbe 
rtiuf i«satarT to wu can«rad for torfaig placed in the band* of 
a native Prince ao d au g er t m a an inatnonait u a printing prea*. 
Upon thli the Beridcat wrole Wk that the Gt>T«mm*t w«d be 
teder no apprdioulcia, to thot the Isixain had taico lO little 
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ccnsorsliip was contimicd. The dul} of cuinsculnting the 
editors sheets N\as cnliustcd to one of the Goicrmnont 
Secretaries, and there arc men still amongst ns i\ho 
I'cmembcr the business of expurgation uhich i\as part 
of their oflicial duties Under this S 3 steni the press 
remained in a miserable state of restraint throughout the 
administration of Lord Minto and the earlier 3 oars of Lord 
Hastings’ Government But the latter nobleman came out 
to India a\itli more hbcral vicAss, and did not hesitate 
pubhcl 3 * to declare his opinion that it Mas adiantageous to 
Goiemmont that its acts should be subjected to public 
discussion, and that the purer the motiies of a Governor 
aveie, the more Milling he would be to submit them to 
such sciaitin 3 ’’ The restrictions uhicli had been imposed 
upon the free expression of opinion averc now gradually 
i-elaxed In 1818 the Calcutta Journal Mas ostabhshed, 
aud conducted Mutli a freedom and a spirit Mhich startled 
the old Tories of Calcutta But Lord Hastings could not 
be induced, by the exhortations of Mr Adam or other 
Government functionaries of the old school, to curb what 
they called the licentiousness of the first public journal in 
Calcutta that was at all Mrorthy of the name The acts 
of Government were now for the first time canvassed with 
equal boldness and talent, and its officers censured or 
ndictded m the columns either of bitter editors or still 
more bitter correspondents Now was it that the vehe- 
mence of » Brutus ” and the virulence of “ Cleophas ” 
made many a galled jade wince in the high places about 

interest m the Press, that he had not even made a present to tlie 
compositors who had come round from Madras to exlubit the 
apphcation to pracfacal purposes of the implements of their craft 
But he added, that if the Government still felt any imeasmess 
about the presence of this dangerous mstrument of civihzation at 
the Court of the Nizam, he could easily obtain admission to the 
Tosha-Khana (or Treasure-house), and there so cripple the press 
as to ensure its never hemg in a fit state to do duty again ' 
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C^Knmnglice. Fetiuipi the cisaQant end the aastuled 
sat Bide bj ode at tho hreohfkit-toble on trlucli the 
imcaitigated sheets were ^ring for “Brutus" "was ncrt, 
rmprohably, o rising member of the cml scrrice, and 
“ Oloophni" a Hbcral-minded major ou the geoenil stnft 
Lord Hastings Tratched the jirogtesa of this freedom of 
expTcmou, perimps loamt some useful lenoni from it 
and contented hunaclf Tnlh qtDetlj exhorting nn editor to 
reatiain hu intempgranoo, ami to keep himself mlhm con 
Ttment bounda. 

But he ■went. There was an intanegnonn And then. 
John Adim arose, and snMite heimlj at the Indian p l e as . 
He was a coasdenboas, and, in many respects, a high- 
minded man but be had bem all his hfe hamesBcd m a 
gn-cart of official tuuUn«> and he oonld not direst h i m sel f 
of the pr^odicea which ho had unbihcd in his joulL He 
was one of the old obgarehj of Qalcntta— nin honest, 
nnoompted, good hearted, and Tcr^ able toan with a 
Ttimd warped bj the ohromo oondibon of b e a eaneracy, to 
which be had been so many years condemned. He 
hyt long bem labocnng undflr a profound ccomctiou 
that the xnteresti of the state demanded an immediate 


suppTcssutn of the “licentiousness of the Indian press 
and when, os semor member of Ccnjncal, he succeeded in 
1828 to the Toamey occasioned by the dqjartuie of Lord 
Hastingt, and became temporarily Gorumor-Geneial of 
Triflm, he dctetmined to put forth the hand of authority, 
and strike down the growing evil which he had 00 long 


ynihly depkmd. An occasion was soon found — it 
mattered not how trifling The blow was struck Hr 


g^mkingham was deported rumed, and became for years 
a running sore in the flesh of tho East India 


Compony and the British ParhamenL But this arbltniry 
rtretch of authority did not silenca the Indian press. It 
had been fiscorered, that alfliough the GoTcnicff-G««ral 
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might, bj n. stroke of the pen, send a Briti*;!! subject to 
England, he could not banish a native of India Straighl- 
avay a De Soura or Dcro/io, or a gentleman bearing some 
other name signifjung that he was an East Indian, became 
enthroned as the nominal editor of an otlonding paper. 
The danger of deportation was nothing to him John 
Adam could not scud him out of the countr}’’ ; but he 
could make stiingcnt laws for the governance of the 
press, and on tlic 14th of March and 5th of April, 1823, 
regulations passed, which took all the pitli and man- 
hood out of the journals of the day, and the aiilhonty 
of the Supreme Court was called in to give them full 
effect 

Loiff Amherst does not seem to have had much sym- 
pathy with the arbitrary measures of his predecessor, but 
for a httle time, especially as Adam’s opimons were sharod 
by the pnncipal numstenal functionanes at the Presi- 
dency, he naturally fell into his wnys , and, accordmgly, 
the strong tyranny which he found established, was 
suffered to have temporary sway But when he began to 
thmk more for himself, the natural mildness of his dispo- 
sition revolted against the oppressiveness of the old 
Toryism of Calcutta, and the restnctions which had been 
imposed upon the free utterance of opinion were gradually 
relaxed During the last two years of his administration, 
persecution ceased from off the face of the land, and the 
journals of the Presidency possessed themselves in. quiet- 
ness and peace 

Then Lord Wdham Bentinck came, a Liberal to the 
very core, and the press, although the old restrictive 
regulations contmued m force, became practically free 
He was wont to say, snappmg his fingers as he spoke, that 
he did not care a straw for the vituperations of the press. 
He esteemed it, however, as a friend, and appreciated it as 
an auxdiary to good government He did not scruple. 
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uuJeed, to gay afh3f lie liad been tome yean m Indm, that 
ha had learnt more from it than from afl the other lonrce* 
of informfttion irhich had been open to h^m shico he had 
ajmmed the Gorermnent of the conntrj And yet no 
man had been ao much cenmed in the colanmg of the 
newi p a pen , becauM no man had beai the agent of 
mcnfnre* more injnnon*^ affecting the inteiefta of the 
tniting claajea — the aril and military Bemcea of the 
Company-^by the more unreflecting mcmbeifl of irhich he 
tnu cordially hated and conhonalJy rcriled. 

On one ocoanon only did Lord "WiHiam Bentinck con- 
template a depaitore from the lystem of non mterfarenoe 
to •which he had al\Tayi ngidly adhered. The obnoiiona 
half batto order which It had been hn hard du^ to cany 
into eflhct, had thrown the oBoera of the radian army into 
g, paroxysm of excitement from which they found tome 
lehef in the act of •writbg depnnemkay letters to the 
popen And they ffralled themaeh^ of the practical 
li b er ty enjeyed by the pren to the ntmoei poaalble extenL 
The newspaper offices were deluged ■with letter* from all 
ranhs and all branchea of the aemoe-^ letters taking 
every conemrsble shape, from a aeditmna appeal to the 
army at large to s plain finanoial statement of a nhaltein s 
monthly dubnraementa. It Tras in erery respect, a fortn 
nate mrenmsUnoe that the netrapapers •were open to theae 
Bppeali. The pren Indeed, acted as a great aafe^ -ralra. 
Xhacontent, which might have became dangeron*, ex 
pended itaeK In a flow of ink. The appearonoe of half a 
doxen cohnnns on the half hottn order, day afrsr day m 
^oh of the morning papera, 'waa inch a triumph in itaeff 
it u not too much to affirm that it may have averted 
o mnUny To Lord AVSlHam Bectmok, who, in tbo 
greater number of theae lettcra, ■wna attacked as vlralently 
as though he had been tha ongmator instead of only the 
excontoT of the ohnoxionf measure, ah this, u flir m ho 
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was personally concerned, was a matter of extreme indif- 
ference But when, in 1880, the final oiders of the Court 
of Directors ivere received — orders ivhich intimated a 
determmation, in spite of all references and appeals, to 
adhere to their original resolution — and the letter con- 
taining them was about to be pubhshed for general infor- 
mation, the Governor-General, anticipating the torrents of 
mvective which would be poured out against the Court, 
bethought himself whether it were not his duty to tliat 
body to curb such expressions of disloyalty, and for once 
to exercise the powers of Government by putting a gag 
into the mouth of the press. And he seems to have arrived, 
at the conclusion that it would be his duty so to act in such 
a conjuncture 

Sir Charles Metcalfe was at this time a member of the 
Supieme Council Five yeais before, in a letter to a 
familiar fnend, he had said, with leference to the freedom 
of the press, that “ if he u ere sovereign lord and master, 
he would let it have full swing ” * This opimon had lost 
none of its cogency in the interval , and he now regarded 
with strong feelings of regret, and not wiUiout some hvely 
apprehensions of evil, the contemplated interference of 
which Loid William Bentinclc had spoken He, therefore, 
drew up the following minute, the reasoning of which was 
not to be resisted — 


“ September 6, 1830 

“I regret much to see tliat it is the intention of the Governor- 
General to interfere witli the hherty of the press on the occasion 
of the puhhcation of the letter of tlie Honourahle the Court of 
Directors regardmg the memorials of the officers of the army on 
the subject of the half-batta restrictions 
“ It appears to me that the mtended measure mil excite fresh 
feelings of disgust, 'vrluch it is wholly imnecessary to create 
“ Hitherto the utmost freedom of discussion has been penmtted 


* Ante p 15 
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on thU fobjcct, and gcnerallr on«n fnyccti, far ycax* rMt| *nd 
I cannot ace any dlffmaicB brtween the pretest orde r of tb® Ctnirt 
and tbetr former order >>>00^ mnWi oipcfiest to aUoir tb® 
one to be censured, and to pmhlhlt aU conunent on tbe other Ibe 
farmer order wu meant to bo final as mmdi as the preteat one. 

“ I atn pemuded that the froedom of dlscmakm alkrred In the 
half batta tpiettkrn has been attended vith good dbeix It has 
eJfarded a Tont far tho expressloQ of tbe fp«»lhig « a most 

unpopular mcasnro excited 1 and U gare an usuianee to thote 'tho 
cnacdTcd themadTes Injorcd that thdr complaints vere at least 
made known, and must attract attoitfan. 

“1 think, on the present occadon, <>irt it will be tnflnlteiy 
bette to ahoT anything to be that can be said to 
famish a new aonree of cfiscontcnt by cmshlng the expreaskm of 
pnhllc opinion, 

** I do not apprrftend that anythfag can be mid worse tluui has 
already bem pohHihcd. Tbo leaWro opemilon of time Is pro- 
dn ri ng its umal cflbct Tbe faeUngs which preraBed in the army 
are, tn aocie degree, allayed. Tbdr complafata bare beet hacd* 
their arguments ore exhausted, and the sobjeet Is worn out. 
Tfae order of tho Court of PinKtorsls sot ahogetber usexpeeted. 
Its pobBcaCfan may be fallowed by a faw letters in the atiwspapers, 
w t'C-h irin do no barm, and that tbe ma tt e r irill finally suhalde. 
But the attempt to p nwm t tbe ebaUtlm of any fading 'will cause 
firadi inltathm, and be oonstrued as a new gxierance. 

^Tlewtng the qoestkai more eemslly It is, wbetho' an ntd- 
trary in ter farance 'wUh the preai ihaH be subetitnled far the 
freedom which has fan many years been ilIiTwed. 

“ I hsTe, fbr my own pari, always adrocated tho llbrnty of the 
press, beliering its benetUs to outweigh its mlschlefli 1 and 1 
continue of the same oploksL 

*< Admitting that the liberty of the preo, like other liberties of 
tbe subject, may be su^>e0cied, when the lafsty of the State 
l e qui res fact a sacriflee, I eanuot, as a amsequenco, acknowledge 
the present instance ought to be made sa e to tbe 
■njTT«l practice of the Gorernmait | flir if these ■wore dmger to 
the Bute either way than would bo more, I ahould think, fa 
the pabflcatloei of optniona, than in koeplng tbe ralre 
opei, by TThkh bed humours m^t m^mrsin. To jaereat men 
from ♦>^^nV^ng and fcellng b faiposalblej and I bdiert H to be 
•wiser to let them gtrcTmt to their temporify anger In anooynioos 
letters In the newspapers, the 'writers of -wtldi lottos remain 
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tmknotrn, than to make that anger permanent, by forcing them 
to smother it Tnthin their oivn breasts, ever ready to hurst out 
It is no more necessary to take notice of such letters noir than it 
ivas before 

“The Government ivhich interferes at its pleasure mth the 
press, becomes responsible for aU that it permits to be published. 
We continually see in the Calcutta papers gross abuse of the 
pubhc authorities , and ive answered to the complamt of one, 
that this Government did not interfere with the press, or some- 
thing to that effect I think that we made a similar assertion m a 
commumcation to the Governor of a foreign settlement How can 
we say such things at one tune, and at another mterfere with the 
Press as it is now proposed to do ? 

“If I could thmk it sound pohcy to shackle the press, I should 
prefer the steady operation of the censorship, or any fixed nlle, to 
the occasional mterference of the Government by its arbitraiy 
wiU Every letter addressed by the Go'femment to the editor of 
a newspaper, has always appeared to me to be derogatory to the 
Government , and the Bengal Government has been exposed to 
more ridicule from this sort of correspondence than from any 
other cause. It is true that the power now exists of convertmg 
ndicule mto terror, by the destruction of property , but who can 
desire to see a newspaper impertmence brought to such an end ? 
El en pumshment has sometimes proved a farce, the real offender 
soon re-appearmg m the field with new honour, as a pretended 
martyr 

“Por all these reasons I object to the measure proposed, con- 
sidenng it preferable, on every account, to leave to the press the 
uninterrupted enjoyment of its supposed freedom, and to the 
pubhc the means which it now practically possesses of expressmg 
its sentiments on all subjects, without any other restriction than 
tliose of law and discretion 

“ C T Metoaufe ” 

The language of this is clear and emphatic The same 
language had been used five years before, and was to be 
used five years afterwards “ I have always advocated the 
liberty of the press, and I continue of the same opinion ” 

He continued steadily to advocate these pnnciples 
whcnevei an opportunity was presented to him In the 
spiing of 1832, when he was Yice-President in Council, a 



144 


UBHiATiOT OP Tin: nrDiot ruEss. 


letter appeared in one of iho GUentta popen, ■which ^ve 
great ofiTtmee to the Goremor of Bombay It ft 
letter on that most inerhanttlblo of all snbjectj ojnews 
paper-comment, the dirtribution of potronagej 8 nch 
comment* oro extremely hormlew, for •when ikiia con- 
odered that where one man la appednted to a -vneaDt o£ce, 
probably half-a-dorcn are duappointed, the HteEhood of 
some abntire commentoiy on the lubject u to great, that 
every eentihle naider nndenrtnndj the *00100 of it, and 
accept* it for juat what it i* worth The stricture*, how 
ercT, which a certain “ deophaa," of Fort 8 l George, m 
the plemtnde of hi* pnbUo virtne, poised npon aome 
appointment* made by Mr Ltubington and Lord dare, 
BO erated the indignation of the latter t^°t ho wrtrte a 
letter to Lord ^Villiam Bentmok, calling upon him to 
^ force the editor to moke a pnbbo and ample opology 
retracting every word ha had stated to the prqodwe of 
Lord Clare, or to withdraw the editors lioenae." A. copy 
of this xra* forwarded to Sir Cbsries Metcalfe, on 
■whom 08 the bend of the local Gewemment, wonld hare 
fallpTi the doty of taking any steps to cany oct the 'Wishea 
of the Gormnor of Bomber and to wboin also the latter 
confidently appealed for redreas. But Metcalfe declined to 
interfere, and thoi explained the motiros by wbich he was 
impelled — 

sni ijLiCLa imrcaLFE to uum ct-abe, 

** Barradtpert, May SI, ISSl. 

*‘Mt naia Lobd, — I have had tha honoiir of recdT lD g yoor 
loidsUp’i letter of the 16tli Inat, irlUi a eopy of the one addreewd 
to the OoTWtajT-Oeneral, ■*!»*« uidni on the nh}ect, If any be 
bmed, it Trill bo the duty of the VW»'Pre*ident in CooncQ to 
carrr into effect Hy own ojdnloc, I admoirled^ U, tha t ttd* 
GoTOmoent cannot iritli *ny cenriitenny Interfere with the F**" 
in the manner reqniitd by yonr krtahlp, after aHowlrqt it a okig 
to pxm itJ eocrae tmcoDtroIled. This Go v er nm ent Kai, fee acreral 

years past, treated if ft were fete. For my own part 



LETTER TO LORD CLARE 


145 


I can say that since the local administration has been in my 
hands, the press has not once been interfered ith in the shghtcst 
degree , and so satisfied am I that this is noir the most nnohjec- 
tionable course, that I shall continue to follow it as long as I have 
guy discretionary power on the subject Your lordship considers 
the Calcutta press as under the absolute dominion of the Supreme 
Government, and m a great degree it would he so, if the local law s 
and regulations which exist regarding it were enforced , but they 
have long smee been Airtually abohshed, and the press here is 
practically under no other dominion than tliat of the English law 
■Whatever may be the good or evil of this freedom, it would noiv 
be a revolution to destroy it, and in that case, Calcutta woidd be 
the only Presidency ivhere restrictions ivould exist Tlie freedom 
of the press would rise up at Madras and Bombay, where no local 
laws are in force to restram it, and where, although the power of 
transporting refractory editors may keep Europeans in awe, an 
East-Indian or native editor could any day set the Government 
at defiance, the actual occurrence of which difficulty was the 
real cause of the abohtion of the censorship and the consequent 
hberty of the press here, durmg the administration of the Marquis 
of Hastmgs Your lordship appears to be of opimon that the 
Governor of kladras and Bombay only are slandered in tlie 
Calcutta papers , but if you took the trouble to read all the trash 
that IS published, your lordship would see that the Governor- 
General 13 contmually libelled. It is not longer ago than this 
mormng that I met with on attack on his lordship foi an exercise 
of his patronage, transferred from a Madras paper I am a much 
less conspicuous person, and on questions of patronage, as I have 
none at my disposal, nught hope to be protected by my msignifi- 
cance Nevertheless, I sometimes find myself calumniated for a 
pretended abuse of patronage with which I have had no concern 
As far as regards myself, it is my practice and intention to treat 
attacks hy the press wuth indifference. If ever driven to notice 
them, I should pursue the course adverted to m your lordslup’s 
letter to the Governor-General, and bnng an action agamst the 
editor This appears to me to be now the only remedy that can 
consistently be adopted here, but I should have recourse to it m my 
own case wnth the utmost reluctance, for the Enghsh law seems 
to me to afford, at the best, very inadequate redress for calumny, 
Avhile the proceedmgs m Court often add further msult to the 
injury “lam, &c,&c, 

“C T Metcalfe” 
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Nothing con bo clearer or more anphnUo than thii or 
more conautent 'with oH hla prenons nttenmoca. 

Still, for more than tiro ymra after this letter vaa 
imttui, Lord W illmra Bentinck rcmaiEed at the head of 
the Indian GorcraiDent, and itiU the pres continued 
praoticoUj tree. No new act waa passed affecting the 
intereats of the pnbho journal*, but the proprietj of 
fhuning tome dutmet rcgnlations on the eubjeot wn* con 
udered m CormcD, and generally acknowledged. The 
failing health hower er , of Lord ‘WlUiam Ben tin ck, hi* 
abaenoe ftron the Preaideni^, and perhap* other reason* 
with which I am not acquxunted, caused the propoeed 
legUlahon to be delayed. In the mean while the commu 
mty of Coloutta were growing impatient, and in the cold 
weather of 16&4-d5 jnat a* HetcaKe wa* stortzog for 
Allahabad, they presented a peUtzon to the GoTurnor 
General, ■‘^Jhng upon him to repeal the old press regnla 
tzona passed by Hr John Adam. On the 27th of January, 
1835 the OOTemoT-General rec«iTed the petibnn. An 
officul answer was reUim ed, saying that the nnaatis- 
footory state of the laws relating to the press had already 
attincted the notice of lus lordship in Council, and 
be trusted that in no long tune a system would be ettn 
bliehed which while it gare •ecunty to ereiy person 
engaged in the fair discuaeion of publio meoiures, would 
effectually secure the OoTcniment against iedition, and 
mdmdools ngainat calumny " But in ‘ no long tune 
I/3rd ^yiJ^ 1 aTn Bentinck retunwd to 'Kn ghmfl, onl £r 
Charle* Hetcalfa took his plooe at the head of the flupiemo 
Qoretnnieait. 

He was now “ sorereign lord and in**ter and the 
opportunity for which he had long yearned w** faWj 
before him. He found that the Council, too, wero rip© 
for immediate 1 eolation. Mr Htcanlay, wboie first 
great hterary aucce** had been a glowing panegyno on 
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Jolin. ]\IiltoD, •v\as not likely now to lie backward in giving 
aU tke weiglit of kis autlionty in furtherance of a measure 
for the bestowal on the people of tlie hberty of nnheensed 
prmtmg There was nothing to induce a pause. Tlie 
question had been fully debated The subject was well 
understood It is true that a new Governor-General, 
appointed by a Tory ]\Iinistr 3 ’’, was supposed to be on his 
way to India, but there was no reason to beheve that he 
would be a better judge of the propnety of such a measure 
than the mature Indian statesman now at the head of 
affairs 

The hour, indeed, was come The man was ready In 
April, the draft act for the future regulation of the press 
was drawn up and duly published It declared the repeal 
of the Press Regulations of 1823 in the Bengal Presidency, 
and those of 1825 and 1827 in Bombay It enacted that 
the prmter and pubhsher of all penodical works, within 
the Company’s territories, containing pubhc news, or com- 
ments on pubhc news, should appear before the magistrates 
of the jurisdiction in which it should be pubhshed, and 
declare where it was to be printed and pubhshed Every 
book or paper was thenceforth to bear the name of the 
printer and pubhsher Every person havmg a printing 
press on his premises was to make declaration thereof, and 
for all violations of the provisions of the act, penalties ot 
fine and impnsomnent were decreed But, beyond the 
necessity of makmg these declarations, there was no other 
restriction upon the hberty of the press 

These regulations gave great satisfaction A pubhc 
meetmg was held, at which many of the prmcipal people 
of Calcutta, European and native, attended, to give 
utteiance to their approbation of this wise and enhght- 
ened measure An address which had been drawn up 
witb mucb careful consideration, was unanimously voted 
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to Sir Ctarles ilctctlfo oi the Hbwitor of tha Indian 
prcM.* 

■WTien Metcailfe recehtd Uuj oddrw*, he «at dcrrrn to 
ensh'or it — not la the cold barren lacgnnge of CFfficml 
formality but irith a 'wmnnth, an eamertness, a freedom 
of utterance rrhich homnrer little they might accord -trith 
the conventional reaerte nnd cxolniiTencs* of Indian 
•tntcsinanahip he felt in hie Inmoel heart ^rere the qualitiet 
that ihoold «li«tir|gTH<b the manifesto invited by this 
pablio expression of gratitude and cpprobaticaL had 
taken the gag cut of the irtonthi of the people, and rras 
he now to ploco it in hia own ? There was a chnracteristio 
manliness and honesty m the response, which snited well 
With the oocafioa After declantig that all who doubted 
the hborty of tho preaa were boaod to prews that “ the 
easraoe of good gcreniment u to cover the land with dark. 
nm, he proceed to aay — 

**If thetr srgtitnait be, that the spread of may 

ereataaHy be lyt.i to onr rtile In India, I ck>«e with them on that 
point, and TnriQtaln vhalerer may be the cx>nae<piQice, it is 
oar doty to e ummmi icate the beodlts of bxrvlcdfe. If ln£& 
ccmld only be itreeerred u a part rf the Brldsh Empire, by 
heaping its Inhabttaati In a state of Jgaomice, our domlnatiaci 
would be a curse to the cenotry and oegbt to cease. 


* After tpemUng of the &dlBi7 of tbe optokn that a free pres* 
was Incompatlbie with the Aararttw of the Indian O ore nim grt, 
the idiirasi went oo to aayi ''Ijord Hastings expressed that 
opinkn | Load 'W Bectinck hnpUed U by permhtlag the pi e ss to 

be free ) and your tosthoaej has now been to thdia. Ihe 
expadeiKX of a whi^ fife passed among the people of India, to its 
TTk^ remote and warilka prorlncaa, and Ha most tnibulcnt ttoiec, 
renders this testfanony Um most Tmloaile of aH TVe view tW* ** 
OM smoog other recent proofr that the OorounMut of India Is 
irijriy and sa&Iy e nlruat e d to those who sio Intlmalely scqoatoted 
with the «nir« of its administimtion, and with tbe manaejs 
opinkci, and todtogs of its pcDpte.* 



JILTCALFE’S defence of TUE JIEASUni-* 


149 


“But I see more ground for just npprelicnsion >n igiiornticc 
itself I look to the increase of knowledge, with a hope that it 
may strengthen our empire, that it nnv remoie prejudices 
soften asperities, and substitute a rational coniictioii of the 
benefits of our government , that it may unite the people and 
their rulers in sympathy, and that the difierences which sepamto 
them may he gradually lessened and ultimatclv annihilated 
■Whatever, however, be the will of Almighty Proiidenco respect- 
mg the future Government of India, it is clearly our duty, ns long 
as the charge be confided to our hands, to evecuto the trust to the 
best of our ahihty for the good of the people The promotion of 
knowledge, of which the liberty of the press is one of the most 
efficient mstruments, is manifestly an essential part of that duti 
It cannot he that we are permitted by Diime authority to he here 
merely to collect the revenues of the country, pay the establish- 
ments necessary to keep possession, and get into debt to supply 
the defiaency We are, doubtless, here for higher purposes, one 
of which 18 to pour the enhghtened knowledge and cnihzntion, 
the arts and sciences of Europe over the land, and thereby improve 
the condition of the people Notlung surely is more likely to 
conduce to these ends than the hberty of the press ” 

And other general arguments in support of the measure, 
lie adverted to the special grounds on which he had based 
it, and spoke feelingly of his old fnend John Adam 

“ In addition to the motives which must have existed, on general 
prmciples, for givmg the fullest freedom, there were cncumstnnces 
m the state of the press in India which rendered the measure now 
proposed almost unavoidable. The press had been practically free 
for many years, mcludmg the whole penod of the administration 
of the late Governor-General, Lord Wilham Bentmck, and 
although laws of restnction existed m Bengal which gave awful 
power to the Government, 'they had cease'd to operate for any 
practical purpose They were extremely odious They gave to 
the Govemmfeut arhitraiy power, which British subjects m any 
part of the world detest hTo Government could now have earned 
them mto effect, without settmg universal opimon at defiance 
After the hberty given by Lord WiUiam Bentmefs forbearance, 
no Government could have ventured to enforce those laws unless 
it had been gifted with a most hardy insensibihty to ndicule and 
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obkiqiij' Eren mp po ah ig than to ba good, tbcT- tbib lUterly 
Qtdcsa; tad u tlujr tTnmgbt anseeocMi/ odhzzn oq tho Gcrenn 
gtmt, it Ttnild liATo been obmd loofer to ntihi tWm- 

“ Jo ipcakiBg o( tboM Uin, I oumot refrtln from adnrtbif to 
tbo lodlridoAl Tho bftTtiig bod at tbo head of tbe Ocrnimidt 
vben tliej vero paaed, boart all tbe bbmf of bdug thdr aotber 
He vas one of tha beat, and pmoat, and moat bODeroloit mea 
prtT lircd. In p r opctlng tboae lava be wm«t have been 
act gated, aa he alvaya vaa, bf tbo moat npeigbt and cocadentiooa 
motlrea. Had bo b»iea dow aUTe, and at the head of tMa Oorsn- 
roent be vonld probably hare been the IbraoDst to propoae 

tbe aboDUon of tluaa lava wbldi he farmerij tboegfat mi-UMij 
bat voold DCnr hare aeen to be naefeaa and odlooa To irbat a 
degree popolar tbeltog promna against them cannot be more 
atriWngij ahown than by the detiaetkin vUefa th^ hare broojd^ 
on tbe TTu^itt r r j of one rrtu ma emimtly dcaerring of all pnlae, 
dlatingnbhed by great talenta and tbe moat Important pobOo aer 
Tkea, tbe eoal of haoonr and riitite, adndied, belored, rerend bj 
all yIm kn^r btm , bnt coodeesned by tbe pnbUe, vbo IcoeY Uin 
not nlely oo aceoont oaf tbsw U*a Yhkb tbey ajdwr * 

In oonoloaioa, after eome Trordt ol* canUon iie epoke of 
lumielf and of tbo expected omTol of Lord Heytabiiry 
<< I am KQxlhle ci yocr UndncM in tbe vlab that jun bare 
expresaed that 1 may remain In my preaeit offl oe long ^TMwi g b 
to a part In paaiing tbe ti/u p c a ed naeaime Into a lav 

Pot tiro reajooa I entotaJn the too vlih. I am nataraby 
dfl alium of baring a ibare In the cocopdetfcai a law which wfTl, 
I troft, coodace to tbe YeUue of Lkfia and mankhid. lamalfo 
anxlooa to itilere the Gormnor-QeDeral elect fhxn the respooiS- 
bffity of a memtnre regarding’ wbkh Img czpecietce in India 
me to pro ce ed wltboot beaitaliom On tbe other hand, 
then la a conaUecatkai which wQl more than reecDcHo me to tbe 
trmna&r of this doty to tbe handa of tbe dlithigiilibed aoblonDi 
eppcdntedtDthliofflca FaDybeDering that all the prepoaeewl®* 
of a Britlih ftateaman, and etpedaHy of one who has wltnc^d 
the infakni^r °f coonbriei wbme tbe preti is enilaTed, ccnipared 
with bb own, where U la free, nnut be In tkrocr of the hbertf of 
tijd prtsa, I ihall rejoice at Ua baring an opp or tnnity of eaa- 

jjjjjyjjig hb admblftratioci with an act which win at once 

good andCT»tindhig and • cordial ftellng between the bead 
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of the GoTemment and the community over -which he is to 
preside.”* 

That this reply, printed as it ivas m every 3oumal in 
India, and speedily transmitted to England, should have 
called forth much commentary in both countries, -was 
only what -was to he expected In the former it ivas 
received -with almost umversal applause To a commu- 
mty accustomed to he addressed hy their rulers only 
m the frigid, pompous language of official reserve, there 
was somethmg refreshmg and exbilaratmg m the heartmess 
— almost the famihanty -with which Sir Charles Metcalfe 
thus addressed himself to them It was a hit of plain- 
speahing, aU the more appreciable for its i-anty But 
there were other considerations which commended it to 
men who pondered over its weighty and significant 
sentences, and dwelt lovingly on the great truths it con- 
tained Amongst others who expressed their admiration 
of the manifesto, was Darnel Wilson, Bishop of Calcutta — 
a mau on whose many lustrous deeds and heautifol traits 
of character the historian of Chnstiamty centuries hence 
will dwell with dehghted enthusiasm — who read the address 
lovingly and hopefully, and then sat down to indite 
the foUowmg characteristic letter 

“ Wednesday, 8 A.M. 

“Dear Sir Cha-rles, — I trust you -will let me say to you wliat 
I should have said to Lord IViUiam had it been from his pen, how 
dehghted I nm at your reply on the subject of the press The 
acknowledgment of aVlmighty God — the conception of the true 
ends for irhich we are entrusted with the empire of India— the 
importance attached to the diffusion of knowledge — ^the cautions 
insinuated ngamst the ahuse of the freedom of the press — the 
defence of Mr Adam, and the preparation for Lord Heytesbury — 
are all, to my mmd, admirable. 

“ Porgive my presumption You imagme me a rank Toiy-but 


* Tlte document from n luch these passages are taken is given 
entire in the Appendnv. o b 
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I k)T« truth, ImproTcmcnt, eflldency haDOnr from tho bottcnn of 
mj-betrt 

I think I ibooM work tmier joa weD, If yoa wonld bat coo 
tlirae Goremor GencriL 

“ I wonld not h*T« yoo, u a OoTcratnent, tty* a word nwre than 
jTJiir reply doca open CSiristlcal^ InTdred u It la inaepamhly In 
the Eoropetn knowledge, drlUatlan, and hnpnmanoit whkhyoo 
•0 jttttly extol and pot forward. 

" Chrlittmlty la the allklr of tho mhdften of reUgioo, nnder the 
genenl eye of tho Clril Gorenmiait,and ntatalned, ai Itdereiopef 
Ita benefit*, by doe cooiLtmaace, Ac. 

** Bat I check my nuhnea* and In the ooly effect nal way 
when on tneh a nbject, by doting my note. 

“ I dear Sir 

*• Toma moat tmly 

**D Cuoirm. 

“P.B. — There Ij a flf»t rate tpeech of Mr Grant In the S»fSti- 

moM. 


While such was tho langoage of coe of the ablest and 
best of men whom Ea gland has erer sent forth to taQ 
beneath an Eastern tkj thu greet meunre for the Hbera 
tion of the Indian Presa fenmd at home many wiiannnti. 
It hai now Irred down the reproeohea rrhloh were once 
cast npon it, and I thoold no more think of writing an 
elaborate trestiae in its defcDce than of defending the 
freedom of oommeroe, or tho free admlaeion of Enropcana 
to all ports of India or any other of those fiur imagoa of 
progresftire ciTTHaation, which hare pushed down from 
their pedestals the old idols of monopoly and exclosire- 
neSB, a blmd worship of which was considered dbccs- 
sary to the maintenance of oar empire in the East What 
I would say, prinapoUy rolalna to the motaref and the 
condoct of Sir Charles MetcaUe which were greatly mls- 
le prea ented at the tune and I hope, therefore, mlsnn 
deratood. 

It was said that nlthongh in 1885 ho spoke grandilo- 
ijuently of tho blessu^ of a free press, he had not alwny* 



JIETCALFE’s conduct CONSlDEntD 


153 


been of that opinion — that the doctnnes ivliich he then 
enunciated ivere ne-wly tahcn up for a special purpose, 
that he seized the opportunity of a brief occupancy of the 
chief seat of Government to secure for himself a httle 
fleeting popularity I have shown that what his opinions 
•were in 1835, they had been ten years before — that ivhat 
he said in 1825 he would do, he did ten years afterwaids — 
that the pei’formance, indeed, exactly coincided with the 
promise I can trace only the most undeviating con- 
sistency throughout the ten years of which I speak. 

It has been said, however, that the aibitrary measuies 
of John Adam were applauded and supported by him , 
and those measures are of a date two years antecedent 
to the period from "which I have traced Metcalfe’s declared 
opimons But there is on record a specific declaration of 
what his real sentiments were legaiding the measures 
of his friend The following letter addressed to the late 
Dr hlarshman, which was called forth by some comments 
he had published on a paper in the Asiatic Journal, leaves 
nothing to be said on the subject * 

SIB C METCALFE TO DR. MABSHMAN 

‘‘Agra, August 22, 1836 

“My DEAR Dr JIarshjian — I am sincerely olibged to you 
for takmg up the cudgels for me against a ivnter m the Asiatic 
Journal, ivhose attack, hy-the-hy, I ivas not aware of , but on 
what authority do you say ‘ Granted,’ to an assertion that I was 
one of the loudest m applaudmg the ejection of Mr Buckingham — 
or somethmg to that effect — which is meant to fix on me a charge 
of mconsistency? I do not recollect anytlung that can justify 
either the assertion or your admission of it Everything that 
John Adam ei er did, was from noble motives, and m ejectmg Mr 


* I am mdehted for this letter, and for much information besides, 
to my fhend l^fr J C Marshman, to the appearance of whose 
promised life of his venerable father, I, m common vath many 
others, have been lookmg forward -with the deepest mterest 
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IhKldsfttSD bo dkplaj^ tbe flrmn ao and boUncM, in tcting np 
to his prlndpltf, vhkh era tbe cfanncteTistlci of an bonat and 
npTlfht mind. 71^ < I admlTEd, and atfll admire u much u ereri 
If 1 bare anj recoQectkni o( mj opinlocu aa to tbe mosore, I 
tbOQgbt thi-n, as I nenr think, that U ma Ttry Q-jodfed. I -vai 
nlsraji of ojihiloii tbit It wia nnwnrthy of the Gortnnnoit to enter 
Into coctexts with tbe preMt and if I had bid mj will It would 
not biTo been left for me to legalise tbe Dbcr^ ctf the preti I 
waa aerrry to aee yon grant aif aaacrtlcai wbldi I beflere to be 
gnnmdlen, unlcMii^ cordial admlratioc of John Adaia’acbaracter 
can be conatraed Into an approral of tDeumea against tbe presa, 
from whkb t abonld at tbe tbna bare diaoittd. If I bad been In 
tbe way to offer any aenttmenta, “ nnWi I bare rally forgotten my 
oxdnVnu at that time, wbhdi 1 cannot nppoae to be posalUcL. 6o 
bold an aaaertlan ctaggoi me (and seems to hare captured yoo), 
otberwiao 1 tboold apeak with more podtlTaiess on tbe aoiject 
Bat what wet yoor antbority for faying Granted? 

** Tcmra »esy atncerely 

•a tUHtuira.'* 

Again, It hi« bea eaid that, hcnrvrer sonnd iletcalibf 
tbeonee may hare been, and bownrer becerolent his 
denros, be was not jotbfied in doing that which might 
canae great practical inconToiiBnce and embarniaB fbtnre 
goremmenta, •mthont the coiuent of the anthontiea ot 
home— ~that looking from the people a swin he may haTO 
beai Tight, brtt that fro m the Goremment’a aide he wus 
•wrong Bat the fact la, that no rmaTI nnmber of those who 
adrocated mort aeadoua^ the Hberution of the Indjan 
preea, looked ot the queation fipcpm the Goremment aide, 
ond regarded the presa as an anuhary to tbe efficient 
fli^pTintj tr wtafm of ottr Tndian Empiic, fuch OS no other 
ogency conld sopply Elghtly -andaritood, they contended, 
the Tniiian press was a fomudablo inrtrrTTrwmt, orer at tbe 
y^TTiTTiand of a eagtuaoua ruler "What was cnDed the 
^ licenUonsnesa ” of the TndiMn pren iraa, perhap*» tho 
characteristJC which of oil othetra, m o Gorffn®®* point 
of yiew, conititated iti chief -ntility The In dinn prtjf 
-TTUs aaid to be Q "Eccntioiu” prm, becmiso it s om e tfnv ia 
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aUnckcd the measures of Government ns n bod}, and 
sometimes the nets or characters of indnidual sen ants 
of the Government 3n the former cn‘?c, ns I have alrc.ul}' 
shown, it was a great «nfot}-snhc Di'contcnt exlianstcd 
itself in big words; and the dower, safety, was plnclvod 
from the nettle, danger In the other ease, it had all tlic 
advantages of a vast s}stcm of espionage without any of 
the odium tliat attached to the direct employment of spies. 
Tlic editor’s box, under a free press, was sure to become 
a general depository for all complaints against inefficient 
or unpnncipled Government sen ants A man, who had 
a charge to bring against .an official functionary for abusing 
his power, or ncglectmg his duty, might now shp it into 
the editor’s box, as a Tenetian would into the Lion’s 
Jlouth, and so make his complamt known to the rulers 
of the land. These charges might not be true. They 
might be based upon a misconception, or contain a 
wilful exaggeration of the truth But if “ Expositor,” or 
“ Detector,” or a “ Hater of Oppression,” complained that 
the myrmidons of the collector in a certain district were 
torturing the natives, or the judge of a certain court was 
habitually keeping his smtors waiting, whilst he was 
hunting, or shooting, or playing with his children, and 
it were found upon inqmry that no r}’’ots had been 
tortured, and no suitors kept waitmg , althongli such 
untruths might be unpalatable to the object of them and 
bring discredit on the journal in which they appeared, no 
injury, at least, was inflicted on the Government Or if 
it were asserted, in a letter from the Mofiissil, signed 
“ An Indigo Planter,” or “ True Blue,” that the interests 
of thousands in some obscure locality were entrusted to a 
functionary imbecile from old age, incapacitated by dis- 
ease, or enfeebled by evil habits, and it were found that 
the menmbent was young, healthy, and discreet, no very 
great harm ensued to any but the editor or the proprietor 
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of the popcr in 'rrluoli tb« lalaeliood appeftred- But if, on 
the other hand, thcso atatemcnta Trero true (and they trere 
far more likely to bo true than falac), it wi» placed in the 
poorer of Goremment to nanedy the eril, witbont thar 
incnmiig any odium by detecting it. Thui n fiw press 
in India •oai colctilntcd to atrcngthein the hands of Gorem- 
ment, by ginng them a power of ropemsion and control 
OTcr th^ KTvants which nothing else conU mpplj And 
tliat it has abundantly performed this im p ortant fhnction, 
that it has erpoted muoh oril that it has led the way 
to much good and altogether contributed largely to the 
snocestful admmistraUon of the last twenty years, is a &ct 
which nothing but the most inTeterote prejudice will urge 
a man to deny The QoTerrnnent bos nerer been to 
strong the serrants of Oovemaent hare never been to 
eSciait the relatioTU between all eatates and all clanes 
hare nerex been so harmonious there has nsrtr been 
more order and tnmqtnlb^ In the country more pence 
tend good win among men thitn during the year* which 
hive elapeed amce Chaties Metcalfe liberated the Indian 
presi.* 

The new prc« regulations, though the draft of them 
was published in the spring did not coma into operation 
until the ButumiL The fr^om of the Indian press dates 
from tha 16th of September 1836 It was a great day, 
which the people of Calcutta were eager to celebrate. So 
they subscribed together and they erected a noble building 
on the honk s of tho Hooghly to contain a puhho Uhiary 
rrmi to be applied to otho enlighlenliig puipoea, ai^d 

•ThUwaiwrfttoiin IRM. In spCto of the tonpoTfiy 
tlonj Iropwcd upon the pre» In iwr and of the l*jn«nt»tJe 
ercnti -wldch wee rippoirf to iteccMlUle them, I ^ 
pn— HP without slteratton. 1 bdlvre that the stateowdi fai the 
text idn iooei icafn be as appUceble to the erirtln* tt*te of 
tHnsi, u h was when the pcscffo was written, (jOTMjy 
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tl\c^ collc<l It the r^ktcolfo Hall It N\ns to bear an 
inscription <Icchnng that the prc<s of India was liborutwl 
on tlic lotli of bi'picmbcr, ISOa, by Sir Charles Metcalfe ; 
and tbc bust of the Liberator Mas to be cnclo^etl in the 
building 

13ut nbilst tbc coniimiiul} of Calcutta Mere stnung to 
pei'petuatc tbc mcinor} of tins great act, the Home uiitbo- 
Titles Mere tbinbing of anmilling the act itself 'lliey did 
not porcenc, at that time, Iiom instrumental a fice prc's 
might be in m orbing out tlic great olijccts mIucIi the} bad 
at heart They san only dangers mIucIi did not exist. 
But avlien Lord Auckland came out to India, be man ellcd 
greatly at tlicir alarm ; and Miscl)' discouraged tlic back- 
ivard movement mIiicIi the Home Goicrnmcnt Mould 
perhaps hai e made, if a loss liberal statesman 1 ad chanced 
to be at the head ol affairs 

*“Tlie good people of England,” wrote Lord Auckland to 
llctcalfe, m June, 183G, “haic taken Btrangeb to heart the 
estakbslunent of a free press in India Tlicre has been a dis- 
position to reject the act hj winch it has been cflected, TIio end, 
however, of their deliberations on the subject lias been an angry 
despatch condemning the measnre, and calling tlic Council to con- 
sider the propnety of its repeal I am exceedingly surpnsed at 
the manner in wluch tins measure has been reccii ed both by the 
Court and Board, It had nei er occurred to me to think of it as 
one of danger and innoiation until I heard of the alarm that 
had been raised. Upon all obsen ation, I am well satisfied that, 
without eflfectmg any substantial change, it rests upon a good 
pnnciple, and has removed a cause of irritation, and the tenor, 
therefore, of onr answer to the Court cannot he doubted ” ‘Wlint 
efiect the displeasure of the Company had on Sfetcalfe himself, ivill 
he shown m a subsequent chapter 
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TJkR T DiATB IH TFmTA. 

Heroctiton of lori Appointment — Lord Anckknd 

GoTen»r«Gma*l — AboUtlan erf the Agt* I’rMidaicy — 
H etee W e Boohti tod UDCatafaitie* — Im ert ltm -e of tbe 
Beth — Aoceptmee of the liratecuU-Ocmmanhlp — ^Bepar 
tnre fljr Agn.— Admtntotimtloo of the North 'Wfleteni Pro- 
Tlncet. 

Wehat Sit Chula hlotcaUe, under the rm p r wi cm. tiuit he 
wold be euooeeded bj » Tory GoTBrnor-GenanJ, ttm 
gfring effect to the grot meafore to Ttiuoh the pr e c ed i ng 
nhflp tf^T Haw been derotedi, * Whig GoTemar-Gencral vas 
TTvVtng hu UTuagementB for the Toyege to Qalcotta- The 
Gorernment of Silr Robert Peel wnj doomed to peiiih m 
it> It bad Boaroely met the new Parihunent 

whefi it was demonstrated, m the meet xmxtustakeeble 
manner, that his hlajecty’s Ulnisten had not tho oon 
fidenee of the country Sir Eobert Peel and his ootlfiogoes, 
tlierelbre, resigned} and the old "Whig cabinet, with sotna 
slight modidoabOQS, was rcoonitmoted under tlu anspees 
of Lord-llelboiirne. ITr Gnint, now created Lord Glenete 
went to the Colmiisl Office, and Sir John Hobhonse beottmo 
pTOidant of the Board of CotrtroL 

One of the first acts cif tho noir iCniefay rras to mrobi 
Lord Hayteibnrys appointment He recehed the 
Tisnal valedictory entertainment firmn the E**t 
( Company he had drawn the outfit oIlowaDCo grunted 
to erery now Gcrtnxor-Qcnerul j he had made crery 
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preparation for his voyage to India by the Jnpitei — but he 
had not sailed The Whigs ivere just in time to arrest 
his departure They determined that Lord Heytesbiiry 
should not be GoTemor-General They had full con- 
fidence in the man who held the reins of Government, and 
although they would not abandon what they called their 
prmciples, by appointmg a Company’s servant permanently 
to the vice-regal office, they were wonderfidly consoled by 
the idea that the pubhc interests were not hkely to suffer 
by aHy delay that might occur in the appointment of 
a Whig nobleman to that honourable and lucrative post 
To Metcalfe these changes were only of importance so 
far as they unsettled and held him in a continual state of 
incertitude “We are m expectation,” he ivrote to Mr 
Tucker, “ of heanng soon of the nomination of Lord 
Glenelg, or Lord Auckland, or some other lord as Governor- 
General, and of the abohtion of the Agra Government 
I may, therefore, soon foUow this letter My prospect 
is very comfortable , for whatever may happen to me, 
I shall be happy, gratefiil, and content When tlie worst 
is a return to England to enjoy independence and retire- 
ment, good IS the worst " 

In another letter he wrote more fuUy, still to the same 
correspondent, regarding his future prospects , and in 
reply to some remarks of Mr Tucker, on the landed 
revenue of the North-Western Provinces, spoke of his 
own views regarding that and other matters connected 
with the financial condition of the country: 

«I Ind made up my mmd to go tome, when the Agra Bill 
seemed so rapidly to approach completion, hnt am thrown mto 
imcertamty agam hy the nncertam fate which now awaits it. I 
expected to he reheved from my temporary charge here by Iiord 
Heytesbniy two months ago, and now I look forward to resign ifc 
it to some one else, two or three months hence We speculate on 
Lord Glenelg or Lord Auckland hnt as no one thought of Lord 
Heyteshnry before his actual appomtment, so we may have a 
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•tmiger whom do oqo thlnla of now or Lord HejtcihTirj tgaln 
In the orent of tnothct change In tbo lUnlitry 'WhocTW K innT’ 
bo, mj beet aulftance *^^1 bo at hi* commajul, If I can raider 
any Uy ricwi rematn u bdbre. I hare do wiih to throw np 
•errleolflhold an offine which wlIlnotdIiCTcditin*i but am quite 
wfUlng to go if 1 expodcsieQ a krti of conjVknco, or hare only the 
option of ranalning In an InlhElor appointment compared with 
what 1 hare filled, at wtxild hare bc«c caae fti the lieutentnl 
GoTCTOorahlp appointed by the OoTtmmtnt tn India, which I 
could not, I think, hare hid with cre dit, after being member of 
SuprwDe CooDdl Gorernor and temporary Ooremor General, 
althoQgh tbe duGei woold hare been as Intereatlng and Important 
as those of GtnrertKrr 

As GoTWDor of Agra, I wrote a letter rttcmnnendlng pOTnlt” 
alon fbr pennanent aettlecDeqta to be glTBo, firr we utu al use, at 
tha diacretlonof the Gormnor on occasions which night Jnstft^ it. 
X think that they might be bcDcfieiaDy Introdacad into tbe 
Weatern rroriaoea in many Lnstaneea. The Idea has met with 
atmue oppoahloai but tbekttff has gone fiwyvar coniUenUlon. 
I tjutt that tha apparent decay of oar land ler^un wu eoly 
twnporaty and owisg to temporary cansaa I hare been tryingof 
late to find out oar real enania] oasditkm, which does not appear 
hi the accounts Crocn the naoner In which they are prepared. 
The result ibowi In tbe present year cm csthnstte, a rorptos in 
India abore three crore and twenty lakhs to meet home ezpoidl 
tnrei but this U In part composed of tn estimated tncrease of 
land rereune in and Agra of about lereity fire 

besides an tooease of other brandiee, which, if not all resllicd, 
win affect tbe result Tha prospect, berwrrer ia better than it 
wu, when it appeared from tbe accounts that cmr Tadlsu surplus 
was ooly a crore, or a croro and twenty seren bATr. This 
appearance induced us to address the Court, proposing strong 
measaresof retreDchment, wbidi wfllaotbo so urgently required, If 
tbe inJormatlctn dow elldtcd from the accoontant-geuenrs oflkt 
prore correct. Nothing woold njoke me more th«n to see that 
wo had really an Income eqmito an our chaigei, at hetme at well 
u In Indlt After that I thonU hare great hopes of prospCTltyi 
but to go on borrow in g In time of peaco Is a Tury fflilwsrtentat 
In i iirw— i '*— 4 1SS5.] 

It TTEi not Tmtil the clow of tha year that bdings of the 
nommaticio of Lord Auohland to tho Gcvemar-G^nemlahjp 
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reached hletcalfc m Calcutta Of that nobleiiian he Iviicw 
httle, except that they had been schooire]loA\s at Ihon; 
but the circumstance, tritlmg ns it was, tended to increase 
his kindly feelings towards his successor 'Whcthci he 
A\ould remain in the country to aid the neu Goternor- 
General was still an open question I\Iuch depended upon 
the manner in -which the new Agra Bill, then before 
Parliament, wo-uld be shaped To Metcalfe himself, ns 
he continued to -write to Mi Tucker, the issue -was of 
httle consequence, as regarded his future happiness 

“ I am looliUig out,” lie said, “ for the arn\ al of Lord AucLhiid, 
■winch may, I conclude, he soon evpectcd, and am quite uncertain 
as to my oira moiements I ha\c heen -watching the Agra Bill, 
hut cannot trace it hejond the second reading The Agra 
Govemraent abolished, nud nothing else done, ni) course would he 
clear enough, hut if the Goiomor-Gencral amie without 
sentence liaMng heen passed against the Agra Go\ eminent, hut 
inth the ^ erdict still hanging over it, I shall he puzzletl , as I 
shall neitlier like to abandon the Goiernment to which I lia\e 
been appointed, nor be quite* satisfied in resummg it, with so 
near a prospect of its dissolution There is no use, liowoi or, m 
troublmg you inth my uncertainties I must detemune for 
myself, when the time comes, as maj seem to he most according to 
duty If I go home, I shall, I trust, find you in the enjoyment of 
health, and the same energy of character which you so haie so 
conspicuously displayed m upholding the honour of the Court of 
Directors, m the extraordinary penod dunng which jou were 
their leader — ^not, I trust, for the only time I shall not he sui- 
pnsed, but should tlunk it most natural, if tins letter found you 
agam in one of the chaws , and my anxiety for the good govern- 
ment of India makes me -wish that it may he so ” {December 27, 

1835] 

‘‘ I am, as you may suppose, m daily e-vpectation of 

liOrd Auckland’s arriTnl , hut we do not yet know when he 
actually sailed My movements will he determmed by the 
character of the position m which I may find myself, after 
deUvermg over the Supreme Government The hmit that I have 
ever fixed for my public service m India is tlie point at winch I 
cannot contmue to serve without a sense of descending from a 
VOL. n G 
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porilkm to a Icrrer Tbo descent from the GorerooT' 
G«neral*Up I do not rtgmid In that Bfitt, beonw tt ini tTtjwodlj 
a teiDpcnjj and pniThtotal appcdunoent. In vUdi I had no 
crpcctatkn of hehig conflrmcd The podUon hdov vbkh. I 
•bonld tbbdc t£ teme degradation to deacend. It that vhkh I 
occupied before I became Got cnsot-G«Dertl — tlia£li,tli«Q<iTenian 
of a Pmideii^ irilh the prorlilonal app otn tmeot cd Goienur-* 
Oenertl nmend. Tho latter mado ma the KCODdmanln In<£a,a 
podtkm in Trhtdx 1 abonld bo ^ad Xa rtmain. But any fadlferior to 
thatTtonld, I think, be eocogtbAng IDa desradatior. Tb]ia,lfthe 
GoTtmanhlp of Agra be reduced to a Uentcnaxi^ in the n ca nt - 
natkm of the OoTeraar»Oeueal, 1 r<uinfit, I conedte, remain in 
that iltafttkm. If the Q u r guo tahlp ho retained irtthoot the 
pztiTitlaBal Ooremor-Oeneralaidp, I thaB he pnxded^ from 
rdnetanee to abandon the Oor gmu art tpontaneouly and a 
ooBUtertBlaadog relnetanoe to mnme it eith a MSMe ct occupy 
inf an inferior poddon to That I bdbre held lo the tiaae ot t*t> 
preceding GoTernar-Gewcala, lanrd Vf BentirwA and herd. 
Heytaafa ur y IT the Gorernmod of Agra be eonlliTaal, rad the 
prorifkntal Gortmor-GenenlaUp be added, I ahaQ certainly 
retnain. Ton nenr knov toy totatSema aa dearly u 1 cen 
conrey thwn- hTothing bot a iCBee of degradatkaa 'wGl ddre toe 
frean the pnhUe Mrrfee, aa long aa I hare health and ftonltiea 
Twnatning ) tad that fedlng may be prtdoced hy anything abort 
of Trhat I hsre befcte been. I ibonld bare enniidered the 
qoertira of the Agra Gorentroent u aattled. by Lord EOoi* 
■borough a BUI, bat I cannot trace the BDl 13^0114 the ceoad 
leading j and a letter from the Court of tl» Uth of Angad 
•pecolatea, in a fioaneial atattment, oc the pcaddBty of the am 
ttnrrancre of the feorth Preddcni^ cn the aame -with the 

othera. Tbo greater probability horerer la, that it it ahoUihed, 
and that I abaH non fcBcnr lUa letter ISo In a at*t« 
•oncertilnty eoold be happier than t am > to i-fflvn- -way I etan he 
tftttrBod, In going to Ei^land I he perfectly eo— barPT hi 
the ^ goapect of retirenient betoe me, end thankftil to the frTOora 
and dlatinetkma that I hare roeeAred. I may theretot, ib<*tiy 
after yoa recelTe ihla letter hare the pleaxoro of ihaklBg 
the hand, and expveeilng to yon peraonally bcr» nnmh I fed 
cWljed to yon far aD your Wndneea.* — [JnnciySi 183®-] 

Aryl noir it beemne to Metcalft a robjeef carocat 
cowdSerntioii wbether bo dioold remain in after the 
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arnval of Lord AucMand, or yield to tlie desire of liis own 
heart and return to Ins native country He was prepared 
to stifle his o-wn luchnation and continue to serve the State, 
if he could do so ivithout any manifest ofiScial degrada- 
tion. But the tidings which came from home of the pro- 
gress of the new Agra Bill, by which the some-tune 
Presidencyjwas tojie reduced to a Lieutenant-Governorship 
iviffivSy hmited power and pomp attached to it, made 
him doubtful of the propriety of accepting an office in 
which he would occupy a position apparently lower than 
that to which he had previously attamed In the imdst 
of the doubts and perplexities suggested by these consi- 
derations, there came to him very gratifying letters from 
England — ^letters which assured hun of the high estimation 
in which he was held both by the Comt of Directors and 
the Croivn Ministers — ^letters which urged him to remain 
in India at the hea^d of the Agra Government in spite of 
the mutilation it had undergone As a proof of the 
respect m which he ivas held by the King and his Ministers, 

It was mtimated that his Majesty mtended to bestow upon 
him an especial mark of his royal favour He would, 
doubtless, have been created a baronet , but he was a 
baronet already. So the King mtimated his mtention ( 
of conferring on him the Grand Cross of the Bath * Lord j 
Auckland was to carry out the msigma with him, and the 
mvestiture was to take place after his arnvah-f Still Met- 

* Hie manner in winch the intunabon was conveyed must have 
been lery gratif^nng to Metcalfe Sir Herhert Taylor, hy the 
Kmg’s command, mformed the Court that “his Majesty has felt 
great satisfaction in thus manifestmg his sense of the meritorious 
■■ and valuable services of ^o highly respectable and distinguished an 
indindunl ” 

t Lord Auckland wrote from the Admiralty on the 13th of 
K'ovcinber, to announce the commission with winch he had been 
charged, adding, “ I shall probably hai e it m my power within a 
very few days after your receipt of this letter, to make your 

G 2 
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cnlfo ccald not bnng himself to thmk that on justice to 
himself ho could accept such an cppointmeait as the 
Lieutcnant-GoTcmcmhip of Agra, and on the 7th of 
February, 188G, he mota to Mr Tucker — 

• Many thanks for yoor kind Utter vlth the Agia DDL It U 
the only copy u yet recdTo d bat. As ytm sunnUe, I do n(rt see 
boir I can stay tn this altered and fnhordinate canfitkca of my 
tfwkggat Q u rg nio mt I shaD therefbie, be prepared. If Dothfaig, 
at preaeot nnkiKi'm to me, abonld u cf ur to chance my mind, to 
emtark to Kn gland after ddUoinc orer chorpa of the Bnpreme 
GoTcnunent to Lord Attcklond, wboae anirml ve dally expect. I 
bad no friih to retire fttim the pnbllo aerrk^ and should not bare 
done ao if I had retained the »nv> poaltkn that I hdd daring the 
Utter part of lord ITiniam Ben tl nek's OtTremmcit, and after tha 
appolnttnait of Lard Hajtetbnry but Ido not Kfce tmnhllit* down 
hUL I abaB retire tHankto and groteftil to aB the jbeean and 
dlitincttdcs that I hare leoiTad Cnm the Ooert of Dlrectort and 
his ICsJerty's IQnUtert. I hare tnUJllggice of the boDonr of the 
Qnnd Croaa, to wtdeh — althoogh ytni may not bare bad ifty 
Immeifiate shoe in coDtortag lt~l hold myedf In great meamre 
indebUd to ycKt, on occormt of the mminT hi which yem breroght 
my name Into notice in tho rtgirilng the Qomnoe 

Generalship. 

But scarcely had Metcalfe d^potched this letter, "wben 
other enoouragmg oommunicalions came to him from 
hii fhendi at the India House. The chairman, Mr 
Stanley Clarke, wrote to him on th* 2Cth of September 
that on the preceding day he hsd been unanimously 
appointed, for a third tune, Prorisunial Gcremor-Geoeral, 
on the death, remgnatlon or coming awny of Lord Auck 
land — 

“ Hcraf, he added, “I am Ud to hopei and I may aay 1* b the 
Tm«n ^ l m ^^ ps hope of the Covrtof Dtrectors, as veil as that ef oar 


acquaintance I and I can aatnr* yon that I am anik«* to do », 
and that I look fhnrard with bopa and with tnofldax* 
idranlaga which, la nndertakiQg the Goreniinent of India* I shall 
dciiTtt from your aiaifUnce.’’ 
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new Go^ cnior-Goncral, that 5011 innj lie di'iposcd, on tlie Baine 
Ingh and patriotic grounds avlnch it is vrell known goicm all jour 
moiements, to accept tlie office wlnck will bo tendered, m its 
reduced character, to j'our consideration, and that the 32 ast India 
Conipanj’- may be thus secure of j onr highlj a aluablc services both 
at Agra, and (should the contingencj' happen) ei entuallj' at the 
head of the Supreme Goi ernment ” 

On the same day, hletcalfe’s old friend and preceptor, Jlr 
Edmonstone — ^then an honoured member of the Court of 
Directors — addressed to him a long and interesting letter, 
pleadmg in the same strain — 

“ Our earnest and anxious hope,” he wrote, “ now is that not- 
withstanding the legislative alteration which lias taken place with 
respect to Agra (foimded mainly, by the way, on your oivn repre- 
sentations), jou may still bo disposed to afford the important 
benefit of your continued services by taking upon jmu the office of 
Lieutenant-Governor, winch Lord Aucldnnd inll propose to your 
acceptance, conjoined as it will he inth the renewal of jour pro- 
visional succession to the office of Governor-General It is, no 
doubt, a subordinate appomtment , but m your hands it will be 
subordinate only in name , as we are well assured tint Lord 
Auckland, far from being inclined to exercise the control which 
Lord Wilhani deemed mdispensable, will be too liappj’- to be him- 
self guided by your superior knowledge and adnee, and ]ea\ e to 
yon the full and uncontrolled authority, not only m that but 
m every other department of your admimstration * I cannot 
conclude tins letter without expressmg the pleasure with which I 
contemplate the honours and distinctions so justly conferred upon 
you It IS a smgular and gratifying incident of my life to have 
seen three valued friends, with whom I was officially associated 
from the very commencement of their career, successively elevated 
to the highest offices of the State, yourself, poor Adam, and my 
now colleague, Bayley ” 

Tile same ship whicli brought these letters, brought 
also the new Governor-General to Calcutta The arrival 

The chairman wrote to the same effect “ The Governor- 
General wrll be most desirous to have the benefit of your sen ices, 
and 18 quite prepared, under the new form, to assign large pohtical 
powers mto your hands ” 
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of Lord Anotlsnd had been looked for in the conrse of 
Febmary, and tho month had barely ^ rom to a close beforB 
the Jvpder fngate entered the Hooghly nrer Metcalfe 
had despatched letters of 'welcome to meet his mccessor ot 
the Rnnd heads, and on the 2nd of March Ixnd Anckland 
wrote to ttianV bim for hi* Vind offices. ** I thantftilly 
accept," be wrote, ^ the ammgmenls which yon are good 
enongh to propose for my reception in Calontta (I hope) 
to-momrvr It ■will then gnre real pleasnre to renew 
an ocqnaintance which has now been interrupted for at 
least thirty five years and I look forward with pleasore 
and eamettneti to the advantage of that advice irhich you 
to oordmlly t wider — thoogh even with t^^«, I cannot but 
feel how difficult it TnU be for me to supply the vacancy 
which you ara about to make." 

If anything had been wanting to give foil effect to the 
charmings of Clarke and Bdmonstone, it iraild have hod 
found m the demeszionr of the new GoTenar OcDerah 
Metcalfe soon found that oD that been said about 
lord Auckland by his fhends at the India Houm ttss 
T m adorn edlj true. He taw at once m hij sooceesor a 
man of modesty, eager to profit by the eipe- 

n enoe of those who bad eoned by long lemco in the 
country a right to give him advice And in a little tune 
it became apparent that tho new Goremar-Gderal wns a 
man very enmeat in his deeiro to do good very honest 
in his m te n fao iu vaiy osndaous in hu application to 
bushieai and of a very remarkable aptitude ^ the rapid 
ftcqrdsitinn of Cwrta. A few hours luffloed to estahlish 
rdatioTia of con fi dence and intnnaoy between tbmn. And 
Metcalfe soon fch that it -would be difninlt to find a col 
iwNgTi" with whom he was more likely to co-operato with 
tbnt cordiality ■which is at onoe ao daEghtfol to the indivi- 
drmi and to beneficial to the State. 

His resohitian to return to England -was, indoed, rapidly 
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giving \va} uniicr tlio prc'-Mirc of tlic Jo]Kntc<1 
•iilncli Ind been undo upon it Ibjt before it beentne 
necessary to debrer a final decision, the bu'^inc^'^ of the 
nneslitnrc of tbo Grand Crocs u.ts to be ptrfonncil 
T]icrca\as to be a grand ccretnonnl at Gorormnent llon*e 
The 1 itb of March ^’.as the d ly fixed for the sbou . 1 be 
Garter-Iving*at-Anns bad sent out sonjctbing of a pro- 
gramme of tbe ceremony as it bad been peifonnLd on 
tbe occasion of tbe ina cstiturc of Sir George IVirlow , and 
now Mr Colvin, tbe Govcmor-Gcneral’s Truatc bterct iry, 
was instructed to m.ibc all tbe ncccscai) jirrangnnents. 
In tbe raeamvinlo, Lord Auckland wrote to Su Chiirlos 
Metcalfe to forcwani Inm of wb.it be intended to say on 
presenting tbe insignia to bun There is such a pbacint 
flavour aWit tbe letter, that I am irrcsisUblj lomptwl to 
insert it — 


LOUD AUCKLAND TO SIR CllAPLES UETCALU, 

“IiIt DEAn Sin, — bare written to Mr Pngan,* and liave 
real pleasure m giving the appointment to one v\ ho has so much 
merit, 

“Mr Colvm tells me that he has put you fuUj m possession 
of the course of proceeding for to-morrow IVhcn 1 uns spohen 
at, hy the Chairman of the East India Company, and Imd to 
speak m return, he gav c me beforehand the heads of the topics 
upon which lie proposed to touch, and I found it com enient m 
&ammg a reply I liave been thinking of wlmt I shall saj to you 
to-morrow, and m tlie same manner you may like to know that I 
shall hegm by stating the commands of the Secretary of State, then 
the personal commands and kmd CAjiressions of the lung, my own 
pleasure m oheymg them, in very general terms your career m 
India, an assertion that opinion m England is not mdillercnt to 


* When fillmg np the appomtments on his personal staff, Lord 
Anckland, as a compliment to lus predecessor, had invited lum to 
name an officer for the situation of aide-de-camp and Sir Charles 
Metcalfe had recommended Lieutenant C G Eagam 
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merit in Indk, and coogratplatkma and good wliliaL As £u u I 
can goeaa, I maj- bo fire, btU I aball not be ton mlaotea. 

“ Tbere la a niTitary In wearing tbe ribbon, with whkh job 
maj Uke to be acquainted. foil droai, and apon atateoccaiknii, 
it la wont over the coat, and eo I ahaU pot It upon job and wear 
it mjielf In tbo mooTLlng to-tnorrow Upon Ie« awt^ and goDcral 
nfraiintit, It la worn onder the coat, and ao I propoae wearing It 
at the ben in the ereilng — alwajB orer the right ahooHer 

“ I hope that I ahaH be in a coodltloD to iaUc to job on the 
ntject of Agn on Wedneidaj or Thoradaj iwrt, 

**Moft trnlj dear air joon, 

**AgcrT.i¥Tt." 

On the following day the ceremony waa duly perfonned- 
The pnncjpal acton m it hare now all paaaed away Bat 
^here are aome remaining ftpeotaten who remember all the 
anmdanti of the imposing acene aa though it Trero but 
yvtorday From an early hour there had been an nneom 
moa bottle m Cakotta. Bands playing gnns finng 
troops in tnotion, the body^goard phmging abont, and the 
‘nfficen of the G<Trern<ir>Oanermls vtafi* In a ccmtlnual state 
of aotmtj deolared to the astonished mhabitanta of the 
city thut aome greet towuisha waa going on. But whether 
it were in hononr erf the new lord or the old waa an enigma 
to the wondering natirea. Sir CSiarles Metcalfe, leanng 
his honae at Garden Beach, had been met by a deputation 
from Gorernment House and condocted to that stately 
edifice, where a guard of hooonr was drawn up to recetre 
Viim, md a street of •oldiare lined the way from the outer 
gates to the foot of the staircase by which he waa to 
In the grand etkioo of the great palace there waa 
a goodly assemblage of all the moat diitingidahed denixeiis 
of Caloattn. No special inTltahona had been laened. It 
was a public occaiion, and the pnbho came freely to do 
honcnir to the man. Tbo Gorornor-Genertd aot on a 
of itate at the end of the mloon and reae as Metcalfe 
odranced soppoited on one aide by the commanding 
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figure of Sir Henry Fane,*' and on the other by Su 
Jcicniiah Dickson. Then, holding the patent open in his 
liands, Lord Auckland coninicnced the inaugural address f 
lie spoke slonly and distinctly, and his iiords were 
listened to -with profound attention After stating the 
coinniands he had recened from the King, and the 
pleasure •which it had given him to be the bearer of such 
tokens of his ]\rajesl3’'’s esteem and lespcct, and biiefly 
alluding to jMetcalfc s thiity-five yeais of honoured service, 
Lord Auckland proceeded to say — 

“ Tlirougbout this long period j on Imi e followed the dictates ol 
a disposition benciolent, bbcral, and kind, 3 on bn\e everted nil 
the energies and all the abililj' of a nianb' and powerful mind, and. 
indef itigabl}' and intbout remission at once sustained the strength 
and confirmed the secuntj* of British India, and promoted the 
w elf ire of ever} class of its inhabitants , and you lina e pro\ cd how: 
possible it IS at once to support the power and the dignity of the 
British name, and to be the friend of ponce, the friend of human 
improiemcnt and of human happiness 

“ I ha\ e been commanded, sir, to conduct this ceremony in the 
manner most likely to do you honour I muted no one to assist at 
it, hut I opened my doors, and these ample halls are filled mth, 
those "who honour and regard you. That such should he the 
feeling of those who liaie hied with you, who have Imown you, 
avho have watched your progress or have hied under jour role. 


* "With the exception of the Goiemor-General, Sir Henry Bane 
was the only Grand Cross present on the occasion Sir Henry 
had written to Metcalfe to say that he considered the admission of 
such a man to the honours of the Bath conferred distmction on 
the order, and that soldiers would never complain of the partici- 
pation of civihans m such honours if tliey were always as worthily 
bestowed 

f Just as Lord Auckland was about to commence his address 
there was some little interruption, I am told, occasioned by the 
difficulty of controlhng the prattle of some Enghsh children whe 
were present! Bor this, however, the fertile mmd of Mr Macaulay 
suggested a remedy He checked their exuberance by t ellin g 
them that it was as wicked to talk there as in church 
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imut of ItKlf b« gntUyios to jtmi It most bo endfTln; ilw 
to kH pi'wq it to fccoir that pahlk character in Tnrita U Tdl 
appreciated, and that by aQ np to him arho du tipon the throne 
and If the jbtmtaln of hoeotir amoogit Engflihnim, yoor name If 
upheld and inaeparably co na eetcd with the hlitory of thli ccmntiy 
to which ao large a partkm of your life, yrmr aflcctkcg, and your 
heat ezBTtlocu hare beon dented. 

“ More than tUi, air I need not aay I beg ync to accept my 
cocstatnladona, a:^ the exprcaatoo of a wlah u wacm ai It U 
tincere, that ytn may wear for many year* in health and In 
bcpphia thla mark of dUtlnctlon. For myiell^ I can hsre no 
better objoct than that of eo^afooring to emulate yunr exaiopie 
— DO higher arobItlaD that, when I am called upon to Inre 

the ftatlan which yon hare n latdy gnittsd, I may be ftdlowtd 
with a ibare of that gwoeral reepect and gBohral regard wbleh sie 
the Juft meed of yoor puhllo and prirate Tlrtnet” 

A gttaeml Imrxt of applstuto followed the tenninaticui of 
tHa addres*. The red ribbon waj than placed orer the 
ohonlder of Sir Charles MetcAl&t and the itax fixed on bis 
breart. When he oommemsed hu reply he spohe slowly 
■and eeemingly from the foil heart but there were those 
preeent who wore peculiarly struok by the beaudftil mel 
lownets of Tcdoe which hia emotian in no wlae impaired. 
•" lly lord," he said, as tho peojde preased roond to catch 
arery word thut fell from hnn — 

" Ut cannot find words to expreas my deep eenae of 

hla Uajeaty'f gradona goodocas to aocUming oo me thla eminent 
mark of hU royal hiTonr or hit princely cocdefeeoakn to adding 
ench tokau of pvfonal intsreet utd notice. It wonld be Ughly 
-presnmptnonf in. me to imagine myaelf duu ling of to greU an 
bemoar bnt it wtnld be egaaOy to to qtKttkn hb Uajesty*f 
Jodgmeot, by dweDtng on ray own nnworthineai. I ihaH, their- 
fbre, only fay that my heart Ii deroted to my king and coontry 
and flat it be my itudy flnxni^oat lift tl»t 1 may not 
SigTOcs thif moet bonoorable order of the defenders of the State 
into which I bare been admitted, and that the serTice of which it 
Is my pride to be a mqnbq cod to whose merits man than to 
aqy desert cm my own port I owe thla high distinction raiynertr 
hare reason to be ashamed oC thdr represeotatlre. This nnei 
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pected honour ■vnll, I trust, he an additional inducement to me to 
stave to merit the esteem of my felloiv-creatures, and to perform 
my duties to Grod and man on all occasions to the utmost of my 
ahihty 

“ To your lordship I am qmte at a loss for the means of con- 
veying m adeq[uate language my grateM thanks for the distin- 
gmshed manner in Tvhich you have executed his Majesty’s 
commands, and for the generous sentiments ivluch you have been 
pleased to express I fear that you greatly overrate my humble 
services and pretensions Permit me to express my cordial mshes 
for the success of your lordship’s Government, and my fervent 
hope that the beneficent measures vrhich may be expected from 
your admimstration mil promote the prosperity and happiness of 
the people of India, and tend to bmd this vast portion of the 
British Empire m ties of sympathy and affection mth the United 
Kingdom That such may be the result I most ardently pray, 
and the manifest omens -which encourage this hope are a just 
cause for umversal congratulation ” 

The guns, on the saluting battery of Fort Wilham, 
announced the completion of the ceremony, and the day 
■was ended -with a complimentary festival at Government 
House 

The time had now come for Metcalfe finally to decide 
whether he Avould accept the Lieutenant-Governorship of 
the North-Western Provinces , or rather to give the official 
imprimatur to the mtention already formed in his rmn d. 
Some httle reluctance to accept the office stiU clung to him,, 
for he was unvnllmg to oppose such an obstacle to the 
advancement of his friend and colleague hlr Blunt, but 
with such cordiahty and sincerity did that gentleman -urge 
his acceptance of the Government — expressmg an earnest 
hope that, “ for the interests not of the Western Pronnces- 
only, but of India generally,” Metcalfe might be induced to- 
remain in the coimtry, that all scruples were dissipated, 
and the final resolution taken 

The question had been orally discussed between Lord 
Auckland and Sir Charles Metcalfe , and it had been 
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agreed that the roverner General Bbcmld state the whole 
ca«e in a letter nod that n vntten anirrer ehonld be 
returned. “ I promiied you a letter to-day " wrote Lord 
Auckland, on the 17th of March, and I send you the 
rough sketch of one, which I hare not time to- njrise or to 
copy but it oontaln* my new* on the subjects discussed 
in it and It u better that I should send, it t° you so than 
that I should break my engagement.” The letter indeed, 
scarcely needed rerudon. I glre H as it wna written It 
contBins ao fhll an erpoaibon of the oucomstances attending 
the eatabhshmeot of the Lientenant-Govenionhip of the 
North Weatem Provinces, that nothing moro need be added 
to render them intelEgible to the reader — 

LOQD AOCGLUI) TO sm OTUBUJ MSTCUITZ. 

* OoeaumrU JSanit I laSS 

Mr naia Sm Csxblcs,— I bare tirea mj best wauMwation 
to tbs qwevdon wUdi I hava to deetdo, 'Dpeti the epiKiDtraeat of a 
lieoianaxiV-OoTeRior to Airra. and am onxlcm to laj bdbre yen 
the Ibihnrtog atotemeDt of fkcti, and of the propooltkau vbUi ore 
foimded upon then, la the hope of obtaining your coocummee, 
bot perfe^y certain that irhetber I do or not, I ihall hare the 
adrairtage of yoor tdrico and foggeodcmi. 

** Tho qoeotlon is one of conilderahte fifficnlty and piobahty If 
no step had yet been token In U, I might bare beoi iStpowd to 
Imre It, at least ftjr a time, at rest, and rftber hare waited until 
the I m pJ OTcnmt of the inbtto fipaDcrg ndglit hare enabled me to 
ftm a more efident and a more eomplete farm of torermnent for 
the Horth 'Western Frortnea than it ta dot open to me to do, or 
to iMTe sadified myself by actual aipeilaJce that no sodi change 
Is necestsryt bat the cbooge has, ta fket, takai pUcsi my own 
ophdon lecM very modi to Its odrontage, and if this woo doabt 
fol, tiie steps which bare been taken could hardly be retraced 
witfaoot eoislderaUe htconTentenec. 

• In eDdoaTooring. with the asslxtmoce of Hr CtJrln, to hunt 
oat the hlotoiy of theoe tr tm a ctVm i , I find that, os fkr book os 
IS06, a enggettloo. to the efftet of eitabllihlng • h](^ erfOeW 
ontlnrity In onr North Western Frorlocos was mods by the 
two Coonnlsskaiers, Hr Cox and Mr St Oeoege Tucker The 
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advantages contemplated vere, in reference to political relations 
and improvement of local internal administration, and they pomt 
out the relief winch would he ntforded to the Government at 
Calcutta, to the impulse winch would he given to the local 
authorities, and to the advantages winch would accrue to the 
inhabitants of these provinces hy an easy access to their rulers 
“The question was revived in 1829, and the division strongly 
recommended by the Tinance Committee, Mr Holt Mackenzie, 
Mr David Hill, and Mr Bas., and it is needless to detail their 
opmions, and those which were in consequence expressed by Lord 
WiUiam Bentmck, Sir Charles Metcalfe, Mr Bayley, and others 
here, and by the Directors and the Commissioners of the India 
Board, and Members of Parhament m England — they aU tend to 
admit that such a measure would add to the efficiency of adminis- 
tration, but very many of them adverted to the strong objections 
wluch may be raised on the ground of expense, and much differ- 
ence of opmion prevailed upon the amount of patronage and of 
control over the most important of our political relations, which 
should be delegated to the newly-created office 

“ Lord William Bentmck was more opposed than others to a 
separation of authonty, though admittmg the total inadequacy of 
the Government at Calcutta to control and superintend the Hortli- 
Westeru Provmces He would have removed the seat of the 
Supreme Government to those provinces, and have delegated local 
authorities to Calcutta 

“ When the bill for the renewal of the Charter (of which the 
creation of a fourth presidency formed a part) was under dis- 
cussion, the Court of Directors, m opposition to tliat part of it, 
admitted the necessity of an efficient Government in the northern 
provmces, but thought that every object might be most satisfac- 
torily and most economically obtained by the appomtment of a 
heutenant-governor, subject to tlie Bengal Government — and 
arguments to tlus effect were urged by others — the act, never- 
tlieless, was passed, and by mstructions from the Court, of 
December 17, 1833, after considerable discussion m the Council, 
a Government of Agra was estabhshed, with fuU powers m all but 
the military and political departments, and with the patronage, 
under some exceptions and quahfications, of all civil situations 
The residence of the Governor was fixed at Allahabad, with 
mihtary power within the fort, and he had an establishment given 
to lum little diffenng from that of other presidencies , but the 
Government of India kept the more important pohtical relations 
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In tbdr oim Imrlsg the oflioerf in otbs poUticil ihiutiaDt 

to recdre thdr ordcn from the g t iT emiu epti Tithtn the iphere 
of -wbote jgritdictkrtu tbijy mlfht be mpectirdj rittutcd. Hio 
Coort of T Mbl, the 6Ikh end itnl protected Btateg, the Bondle- 
ktmd tsd chicCi dqKudiog upon the Bangor end Kerbndda 

agency irort glrtn to Agri — with a l esa 'ie that h alwald et til 
thno bo competent to the Qorenior-Geaiernl In Coondl to enlarge 
or modifjr then poUticel penren. 

"In the doobta of tbo pr o priety of keeping np thU 

neir pretidancy oppenn to hare fiaincd gro an d vlth the Ccairt. 
It iraa remarked that the expenao of a dlatlnct prcaldency ought 
not to bo In curr e d , exrrpt tbr eomo Important end— that the dnria 
IJ i opo a eJ to be awlgnod vero of a aecondary kind} Mnd it ana 
propoeed to appoint a lientenant-OoTemcir Ibr the pnrpoee of 
rcUorlng the GoTemar-Genend In Coondl fhnn the manoge- 
TDCPt of inch a maai of aa It ma hopoadble Ibr Mtn to 

attend to wlthont oeglcctlog mem Impartant cmeeraa 

"Hbn Board of Coatrol took a roore enlarged rleir of the mb* 
Ject, and eonilderlag the dbrtanceofthe nppe'Pmrlneealhna the 
a&t of OorernnKiit, their poahloo In regard to farelgn atatea, and 
the character of tbdr popolatkm, cbeerred, That they could aot 
bet conenr In the oplnkm vhlob glrtoi, that there ■hcmld 

be itatlMKd In tbeee prorfaicei an officer cf anthority par a momrt 
to that of commlaBkineri, coDccttira, and magiatratce vho, enjoying 
the fttTI confldooce of the GoTernor-OeDeral, might axei dao irhnt 
CTxs porer it might from time to time be deoned expedloit by 
the Goremor General to delegate to hhn. Under an act intro- 
doced In conaegoeoce, and on the gnmnd elated In the preamhle, 
That ntneh dUBcnlty had arieen In carrylog the e na c tm art of the 
former act Into eflhct, and that the aame ’would be ^ith 

a large Inereoae of expenae, power la glren to the Court to 
enepend the ectaotmenta regnrdlog Agra, and to the Ooremor 
General in CormcO to appoint a lionteoact-Goremor 
" TT» poiilDg of thla act waa notlflod by tho Court to the 
Goronmait, the prorlilona of the fcrmer act luapeoded fbr three 
ymn, a power waa glrsi, in cue of the appolntmoit of Blr 
Charlea Metcalft, to fti a aalary equal to that of the PrefidaDcy 
of* lladme crSoisbaj- to the JJeatxsuat-OorersatBt 
•The iniin ta r y of thla ftatemept la, that authority In general h 
in IkTonr of the ddegation of a portlem of the power of tho 
Bnpreme Q o Tp uJ PCit to a lientenant-OoTeroori that the extent 
of thla delegation iboold be in aome degree goremed by dream 
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stances and by existing diiSculties, that the expense of the nevr 
estabhshment should not be on the scale of the other presidencies, 
though the ofldcer should be one of high authority, and possessing 
the lull confidence of the Governor-General, and ‘ Sir Charles 
Metcalfe’ is pointed out as the person in whom aU the quahfi- 
cations for such an office are best united, and to whom the 
appomtment may with most propriety be tendered. 

“ In all these pomts I entirely concur, and I am mduced at 
once, and frankly, to submit the followmg proposition to you, 
premising that it is the result of my own first impression upon the 
subject, and open to discussion m Coimcil, but I am so desirous 
to obtain your assistance to myself, and still more so the advantage 
to India of a continuance of the apphcation of your abihties and 
exertions to its mterests, that before I submit it to my colleagues 
I am anxious to learn from you your own views, and to endeavour 
to remove or to meet any objections which may occur to you The 
proposition is, that yon should accept the Lieutenant-Government 
of Agra In case of your disposition to accept it, I should propose 
that the salary, the patronage, the supermtendence of the judicial 
and revenue departments, should remam upon the footing on 
which they have been placed for Mr Ross * * * § 

“ I sliould feel it necessary to propose that the establishment, m 
what regards its expensive appenda'ges, should be much reduced f 
And I think that the command of a fort and nnhtary authonty 
may be dispensed with , J but I feel that,- with you, with whom I 
could act upon terms of perfect concert, and confidence, I should 
be glad to leave the conduct of some of our more difficult and 
important pohtical relations, I shonld like your residence to be 
at Agra mstead of Allahabad, and that all the mtncate and 
important transactions which from tune to time arise between our 
Goi ernment and the states of Gwahor and Eajpootana should be 
committed to you.§ To sucli an arrangement some difficulties 


* “Perfectly satisfactory, if, as I presume, no change has taken 
place smce I q^mtted the Council, and pohtical relations hitherto 
attached be meant to be mcluded.” — C T M 

f “I have no objection to ofier to any reduction of expense that 
may be deemed proper ” — C T M 

:j; “ Tlie command of a fort is qiute unnecessary ” — C T j\L 

§ “ This would be highly gratifymg, and under these circum- 
stances Agra would be decidedly preferable to Allahabad.” — 
C T M. 
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irooJd DO dtrabt occnrt but they would not bo grorter than tre 
IneUent to orery nch darngoi «sd it ippecn to b« in tccord- 
ance with the original, and with the beat tIowi with which the 
ntahnihTDcnt of thia oatbority waa propoaed. And aa regarda 
ynuraeH I ahonld hope that tn^ a altnatlon, glrtng yon a ihare in 
•ocie of the moat Important dotlea ot the Goremor-Oeml 
a ding in milaon with him, and atanding next in mcceaakm to 
him npoD hia eommicahm, would not be liable to the oi^Jectkaia 
which yen hare atated yotiraclf to fbel in diaenaing the probable 
nature of thU new nffifv, 

I need not ny more at preaenL It ia orongh to glre yoc the 
ootQne of the bert plan which I can frame, and a dlacnsalcn of it 
with yoQ, if yon ihonid be at ah dlapoacd to ento-tain it, may lead 
to a rmnoral of aome of the dlfflcoltlei and objcctloDa wUch may 
oemr to the minda of oi both. 

“ Ifoat Cdlhfrilly &xi^ ytnn, 

■ Aonjcujn) ” 

To thu letter Sir Charles MetcaHe rcturried thefolloroig 
replj — 

SIB UTTCALre TO LOBD Ar rrr.Awn 

^ ITank IS, ISSS. 

** JIt Ti r-iP LoaD,— I biTO bad the hotwnr of recedTlng yonr 
obliging ifimmTTnlrHtVm of ycaterdoy 

“Beftire I proceed to reply to the propoaitianj which it cod- 
me to dpreaa my gratefbl anknowledginoita ftr the 
great caodderation and ktndneaa towarda me which it erincea. 

Tour kndihip ■ offer of the lientenant OorerDorthlp of Agra, 
or the ‘Weatem Prorincea, I am cordially prepared to accep t , if It 
bo eitabliihed on the Iboting pro p oae d . 

" 'There la only ooo pednt on which I wonld nlidt fnr tW can 
ddoation. It wonld acem that the political rdadona hitherto 
attached to the Agra Goremaiait are not Inclnded in the anpo^ 
Intendence which it ia intended to aaalgn to the lientesant 
Gorenwr Tbeae relatkma were originally attached to the Agm 
Gormunent not only bccanae tho aereal atatea wero in etoae 
connection with Ha bordoa, hot alao becanao tho managenxat of 
onr relatioai with waa annexed to crfEcea of toritorial mper 

InteidaKW In the reapeedre nrighboarhooda. Thtii the Cominli 
ilcner at DdM ia alao Agent at the Conrt of Delhi and wllh the 


I do not tppreboid any difflenhy " — C. T. IL 
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(kppndcnl Jnpccnlns in tlio Mcinitx Tlic ofllccrs iilionrcPolificnl 
Apcnt*; in tlie SiLli nml Ilill-pmtcctOil States Jirc also Tcrritonnl 
Superintendents Tlic Judpc m Uundlcknnd is the Agent with tlio 
Enndkknnd cluck, and tlio'o connected with the Snngor and 
Xerhuddi Agenev are tinder the ofllecr who is nl«o Temtonal 
Coninn‘:‘:ioncr If the political superintendence were separated 
from the territorial, nen ofheers must be appointed to the foniier 
branch, or the same officers m their dillercnt capacities nould be 
under diflcrcnt nnlhoritics Without reference to iiij personal 
feelings, it niipcarsto me that the most coinenient public arrange- 
ment would be to loaic these polifital relations ns the^ now are 
111 the hands of the same officers under the superintendence of the 
Lieutenant-Goacmor, subject to the control of the Goaemor- 
Geneml in Council 

“With respect to mj own feelings, everything that detracts 
from the extent and importance of the duties of the Licutcnant- 
Goi ernor will he the more a cause of regret to me, as I undergo 
in some respects a considerable descent in passing from the office 
of Governor to that of Lieutenant Tlie only hesitation, then, I 
liaie felt ns to nij continuance m the public scnico, is founded 
on the feeling tint there is some degradation in accepting any 
post inferior to that of Goi emor, and, although this impression 
is 111 a great degree remoi ed from my oim mind bj the provisional 
appointment of Goiernor-Gcneral, and by the duties "wluch jour 
lordship proposes to assign to the Lieutenant-Goacruor, I am still 
sensible that such nill be the general feebng, and the only way 
of,gaarchug against it is to mamtain ns much ns possible the 
respectability and character of the office This consideration, I 
am aware, affects me alone, and I should not advance it m con- 
nection with any arrangement wlucli I did not tlunk on pubhc 
grounds unobjectionable 

“What your lordship proposes regarding the powers to he 
exercised in the judicial and revenue departments is quite satis- 
factory 

“ The annexation of the superintendence of our pohtical relations 
with the states of Gwahor and Eajpootana will he highly grati- 
fying to me, and the estabhshment of the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
residence at Agra, instead of AUahahad, will, in that case, he 
decidedly advisable, 

“ I entertam no objection to any reduction of expense that may 
ho deemed proper, and have no wish that any appendage should 
he retained on my account that can be dispensed with. 
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" 'Ilte of a fort I comfdfir to bo i^olte mmowBcy and 

TiidoM. It coold not Indeed lie rnnftnr e d coniiftaijlj' trllli the 
CaQnnaiider4z>-Chleri Tbe loa of the coonnand of 

the fbrt at AUahatiad, if th« Tiwrtmafit-GorenHiir*a rtridtpga 
'were tliere, voold, at fint, be aome degrad atkc in the ejca of the 
ooTomnnltji hot thii idll be obrlated bj fl-Hny hti reddence at 
Agra. 

“ 1 biTi] celj farther to nsgeet, that the nnlt and eanpUmen- 
tarj boQoun of the LleoteaiaDt'^loTcrDor w ithin the apbae of hli 
au^iutendecce, be the — ma aa thoae of the late Guiemox. 

• CL T llocuu*." 

It -waa ondrelj m obedience to Hia aense of pnbUo dotj 
that Six Charles MetooHe now put all hia ecmples 

and accepted the liientsnnnt-GovemaTah^ of the North- 
'\7estBiii FronrioeB. Little tuna was ipent m Tnalnng the 
n ece aaaiy preporatuma. The beginmng of Apnl saw him 
aaomdlng the rirer on his waj to the seat of GcreremeDL* 
TTlth w^ feelings he ocanmqioed hia Ttyage may be 
gathered firoin the foQowing letter to his aunt in which he 
seta forth, rery clea^ and exphoitly, the conaideratiaiui 
which b qd induced him to forego his intentnm of returning 
to •— 

Bm nrtPtJH irw miTJ T to THE ECOt UBA. HOHSQjr 

“ Oa tA« ShajVKtitt Aum » Ml atk» Boat, 
tovcd if a tttama- AprH 

" lir DKisxST Ainrr — I am on my way to tbe Korth-ITeftBre 
Fnrrlncea, as Iiactnnant-Q<mgmg> ai^ I m a st explain how thli 
has come abont 'When the Agra Oorenmaent was aholkhed, I 
ooDchided that I had nothing to do bat to go hocoei and for aome 
rtTTw befbra Lord Aockland’a arrlTal, 1 vaa tbe Impnnloo 

fli.it pi i'h would be my deattnaUixi) and Yery happy was I in 
that prospect. I sfienrarda, bowerer fbond that tlM Cocrt of 
Ktrtrto** isA tijolCnAstiy had agala appointed taa rrsrtdonal 
OererTKcr-OeDerih which made ms the acoond man in India) and 


The Rat of G o ret am ept had p>«n Hied at Agra Instead of 
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tint llic Court ■\vn<; nnxioin tint I pIiouM rcnnin n*; tlioLienfcnanl- 
Go^omor of tlie Xorth-TTc'Jtcm Pro\inccs I/ord Auckland, ou 
In': nrrnnl, e\iircs<:cd \or3' frankly and earnestly the same vJsh 
I felt that jt Tvns niy dutj to meet ihcir desires, if I could do so 
antliout discrctlit , and the question then iras, i\hcthor the 
Lieutenant-Governorship could be made such an ofllco ns I could 
be expected to hold Tins has been settled by assi^ing to it all 
the duties and poivers that the Governor lind, and adding others 
that he lind not Its duties are more evtensn e and more im- 
portant than those of the former Go^ eminent defunct It is 
inferior only in designation, trappings, and allowances These 
are not matters avhich I should think a siifiiciont reason for 
going, avhen I am desired to stay by those whose imiform kind- 
ness to me gn es them a right to claim my Ecrvices I feel that 
I have no excuse for abandoning a post to which I am called by 
all parties concerned m the election, and in which I ha\c greater 
opportunities of being useful to my country and to mankind than 
I could expect to find anjnvhcre else The decision, howe^e^, 
costs tao much, I had been for some time indulging in pleasing 
visions of home , and the enjo} ments of retirement and affec- 
tionate intercourse uath rolatn es and friends All these are now 
destroyed, and either anmhdated for e^ er (for it seems to bo my 
doom to In o and die m India), or at least postponed for an indefi- 
nite period. I liai e done what I behe\ e to be right, and that must 
be my consolation . . God bless yon all I 

“ Tours most afibcbonately, 

“C T Metcalfi:” 

Wlien Sir Cliarles Metcalfe took Hs seat as Lieutenant- 
Gkivemor of the Nortk-'Western Provinces, that once- 
troubled country was in a state of profound repose — 
repose, tbe result of those great measures avhich twenty- 
years before be had advocated -with so much zeal This 
epoch of his career was, perhaps, of aU others, the most 
■uneventful The annals of the country, however, can- 
not be described as that blank which is said to mdi- 
cate so much national happmess. No Mahratta bands 
or Pmdarree hordes called for suppression , but there 
were viewless enemies, perhaps, more temble than 
either It is the distingiushing circumstance of Metcalfe’s 
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brief admimatratlon of the Itorth Watern Pronnese*, that 
pertflenco nod fiimine rose up la hu path. Before tie 
close of 1830 there was a ay that the plague bad reached 
India. In the close, uncleanly, narrow-atreeted town of 
Pnhli, in Kajpootana, a potnd ferer, rimnl^ting the plague, 
was deatroying the people. Presently, it appeared to 
spread &om this centre of disease, and the alarm which it 
created extended eren to Calcutta. At once Metcalfe 
detemuned to adopt stringent sanitary measures to arrest 
the progress of the pestllenco — bnt in such a country as 
India, and m sneh a port of it as tlwit m which the disease 
had broten cut, the dilEoolty of enforcing them was 
extreme. ITIfe and mgorons as were his measures, and 
true as was the humani^ that infeoTned them, the 
exponents of nattre oplmon were not slow to declare that 
they were unsulted to the octmtiy and to the people. 
They may hare been unsmted to the inTeterete prcgodlces 
of the people but Metcalfo bclirrcd in tuob a onais, it 
was hij du^ to take a larger Tiew of the question, and to 
tare the people in spite of thenuelres * 

Bat great as was this calami^ it wus bnef and partial 
in its eSeota. A mlghtur enl was the drenght, which 
perched up the North Weatern Pronnoes, broke the staff 
of bread and afflicted the people with Ihnune. But a 
{junme in India u an erril beyond the reach of human 
Btaletmanship to remedy or greatly to aCenate. What 
tinder such mrcamstances, could be done to mitigate the 
tuffenngs of the people, wa» done as doubtleos by Boy 
other Gorernor It would hare been done but itHl those 

• Bee an abstract (from the Stm^aJ JJarJearmy, in the Appddli, 
of Sie Minnie "siJeh PSt -p niVasiiVu^ jilbstlEDCv 

aMtherocoaikirfanatiTerrrilBrQronlt. — [AiiabcJ»*r»aI,lB9 ] 
r,<-»Tt A nrHuTvl yrofft to afrtcalft- saring •Itlrfnk 700 baredon* 
an iTmI can be deme againit the plag^ and yon hare liJtr aiitld 
paled whaterw I rentured to aoggest. 
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sufferings were terrible, and clouded tlie last year of 
Metcalfe’s connection with the Government of India He 
received due praise, in pubbc addresses, for his “ judicious 
efforts for the relief of the distressed population during 
this calamitous year , ” but he knew how little could be 
effected by human agency to dimimsh the horrors of such 
a visitation 

The Eevenue Settlement of the North-Western Provinces 
was, at this time, being pushed forward with consummate 
energy under the auspices of Mr Kobert Bird, with whom 
Metcalfe was in constant correspondence But the latter, 
whilst he thoroughly approved of the principle on which 
this settlement was based, sometimes doubted whethei 
there were not too great a propensity at that time to do 
what some of the functionaries about him irreverently 
called “ looking at everything through a theodolite ” It 
has been shown how strong and consistent an advocate he 
was for the preservation of the viUage-communities , but 
he thought that this was best to be accomphshed by 
protectmg them against external aggression, and leaving 
their interior arrangements as much as possible to them- 
selves Whilst he admired the uncommon abihty and the 
wonderful zeal with which Thomason,* Thornton, and 
others were pushing fonvard this great ivork, and omitted 

* It IS impossible not to observe with a melancholy kind of 
pleasure, in the demi-official correspondence of this period, the 
very high estimation in which ilr Thomason, then a settlement- 
officer, was held by all the highest functionaries m the country 
There was what may be called a scramble for his services m the most 
distmgmshed situations under Government, but he remamed con- 
stant to Azimghur and tlie settlement In one of Lord Auck- 
land’s letters to Sir Charles Metcalfe, the Governor- General 
speaks of him as “ Mr Thomason, whom I have wanted for the 
Law Commission, whom Mangles wants for every commissioner- 
ship that IS vacant, and whom you probably want for much 
else.” 
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nothing that ms cnloplated to stiimilato thar oxertianS} he 
■till •ometimcs qocationed -whether the trunTita eurv^ 
which were bemg carried on, and the amotmt of inter 
feronco that wna exenaaod, -were without many difitdTan 
tagcfl, both pre»ent and profpectivB- 

The pohUcal relation! of aereral of the natire statei of 
Upper Indm, both with our QoYernment and with each 
other were nl»o at time, brought under the conude- 
rntion of the Lieutenant-Governor Centralixabon had 
not then luachod the height, which it robtequently attained 
and even in caaeg, the dednon of which did not b^lnwg to 
hie Government, hi! opinion! were lought by the Gorernor- 
Goneral and bneed o! they were upon long expeneneo and 
accurate knowledge of peraoni and place®, gmiareHy pre- 
vailed. Some of hu paper®, written at thii penod were 
among the most elaborate and the most masttdy of hi* 
prodnotian®. And, it li still more worthy of reo^ that 
they were permested with the high pnncaple of a true 
Chrifltun stnteamin who does not hesitate to proclaim the 
doctrine that it is ever the standard policy to dare to do 
nghL It was In such a spirit as this that he addressed 
himself to the considerudoa of internatumal disputes — > 

** Bernal goettioni hare latc^ occanwh hi which oar Interest! 
and those of otiter pow en and toArldoals are at Tdaoce, and In 
the dedskn of which we are Itkelj to be hiamd bv recard tot 
onr own baellt, xtnlen we enter with a Ilbortl spirit into the 
i-lahwi and fbehcLfa of otbars, and mahe Justice alone the grdde of 

enr condoet. In all these cases, the right on enr 

part to CDcne to the dedston appai entiy most hcwIVlil for enr 
own in te r esti, seems to roe to be doiabtfoL TT>d ocr right been 
dear I should be flu from barfaig anj- desire to suggest its refle- 
qolilnneDt. Bat -when the right Is donbtflil, wtm we aie to be 
Jidga in OUT own caw, when, from our power there Is Bttl® 
or DO probsHUtj- of any xeaistaoco to oar deeiilnn, it behcrrci 
I eoncelTe, to bd very cargfal, lest wo ihcmld be tmjtartly Wawed 
in onr own farmir and to be Ubetal only In emnintBy the dshns 
and peetensicia of oth® poxtiaa. The Christian precept Boas 
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you -r-ouM be donebj,’ must be rjgbt in politics ns ivell ns in 
prnite life, nnd eien in a. self-interested -MCir iie should, I 
bclie%e, gam more by the credit of being just and liberal to others, 
than hy using our power to appropriate to ourseli es everything 
to uliich we could adi ance any doubtful pretension ” 

His private correspondence tvas extensive — but it ivas 
cluefly of a demi-ofScial character, mth men of eminent 
station in different bncs of the public service Among 
others ivith whom he kept up tlus kind of intercourse, 
were Sir Henry Fane, the Comm andei -in- Chief, f and 

* He could, however, find tune, as he had always the taste, to 
correspond on hterary subjects , among others, with Sir Mac- 
naghten on Ins edition of the “ Ahf Leila,” m wlucli hletcalfe took . 
great mterest 

f Among] other subjects on vluch Metcalfe and Fane corre- 
sponded m 1837, was the best method of conquermg tlie Punjaub, 
though both were profoundly impressed with the coni iction that 
justice and expediency alike required that we should leaie it 
alone The discussion was entirely theoretical and speculative 
Sir Henry Pane had visited Lahore on the occasion of the mamage 
ceremony of Kao Kehal Smgh, and Sir Charles Metcalfe felt some 
cunosity to know what were the impressions left on his inmd 
regardmg the relative strengtli of the two powers, and the issne 
of the contest if we were to try conclusions with tlie Sikhs In 
answer to Metcalfe’s questions, the Coninmnder-in-Chief drew up 
an admirable paper, m which, after entermg speculatively mto 
the questions proposed to him, he declared, m his opimon, "a 
case could hardly occur which would render it wise for us to oi er- 
tum the Sikh power, or to overrun the Punjaub, or to extend 
ourselves to the westward.” “Every advance,” he added, “you 
might make beyond the Sutlej to the westward, m my opmion, 
adds to your mihtary weakness . If you wont 

your empire to expand, expand it over Oude, or over Gwahor, and 
the remains of the Mahratta empire Make yourselves complete 
sovereigns of all withm your bounds Put let alone the far 
westl” It need not be said that m all this Metcalfe entirely 
concurred. There was another passage, too, m this paper, which 
accorded pleasantly with Metcalfe’s views Sir Henry Pane said 
tliat m the event of a war with the Punjaub, our great difficulty 
would he m the want of young, active, capable commandmg 
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Daniel "Wilaon, the Buhop of ColcnttE. Eflch teld Met- 
calfe in high regard, and loolccd to him for the fhrtheranco 
of public objeoti connected irith hia own particnlar 
profesiion. And the Lientenant-GovenKir now a toldier 
and now a cleric^ gave tp both abundant Babtfitotiotu 
Both hod totted of hu noble hospitality at Agra, and had 
left him with the mott affectionate odmutitiDa of the 
many fine qualities of thear host. 

Hla interconrae with Lord Auckland was frank and 
unrcierrei* They were frequently corresponding with 
each other privately on affiun of State* Ihe Goremar 
General who hod applied him««>ir tednlcmily to acquire a 
right understanding of th© many great political and 
admimstratire queftious brought before him and whose 
early lettars exhibit a remarkablo acquamtanoe with 
sul^eots which it ordinarily takes long to master mvited 
as I hare said, the npe Indian to delire; hu 

ofBcen. *^117 serrlces,'' Im bare iMen vhere genenla 

were from thirty fire to ^sty fire (both French and EctUih), 
men in thrtr fiill vigoori and 1 am qodte sere who came 

to India u cadeti in 1 conld not compete with inch u I 
alhide to. I know that when I conanasded a tirl gmdf., or a 
firlikm about that tlma (1906 to 1814), 1 could do, and hare 
done, more of the work of a MlAtr in twenty Ihar bom, I 
cocld do now In flwr thnet the period- I jodge of erthm by 
myaell'’ "What Uetcalfe tbnw gbf with refaenc* to hla own 
wTke, of the comperatlTe adrentaget of etoplcyinf old and 
yormg mao, has been already icen, {Apptadis VoL L) 

Bdbce Metcalfe left Calentta the Gorenwr-Goeral wrote to 
iitm ** I may rather with to oaoanlt you upoo nene points than 
Tentnre to Instruct jwi on nny in troth, all my fcelinip and 
n pbtVtns are in feroor of that ajiton of firomeas and fivheanoce 
which I know it to bo both yonr principle and ptaetke to pnrstre i 
■nil it has bed only in the certainty you wtmld well and ably 
pursue it that I hare been eager for the acceptaneo of the prof 
feed ajgwfartmeit. Thee can be no rtaaon fee your maldnf the 
Jonroey with undoe baste. Aa It la, I »>t*n hare peacoafiy to 
lament that I hare acen so little of yon.” — £J/«rel *9, ISS* 1 
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fnil}, tiiul Tto\or '■hitnK fr\<tu nn ojH*n of 

clu^ent,* 11)'' rjUi"''lipn uf I ^^^r ^\lt1l IhniiMl Sin"hj !<■' 
n’-trnn liitn from iimiroc^ho ojk ntioijs .imnnst Stindo, 
cnmo tip for Cv'n"'uicrntioti at this time , mitl, at tiic 
rcijUt-'t of Lonl Atichl itm, "Mote ilfo wrote a htlir to his 
lortlsJiip, in winch the wliok sijbi(cf, in ils inilitar} mul 
poliliunl hearing'), in it-? present mul prospcctitc icpecis, 
wmt oNlnustcil, niul with a ill")]'!!!) ot knowhdgo ind 
ihilil} which cannot hut oxcite tlie .ulniiralion of the 
ixader. There were sonic import int question', csjioci.ili}' 
in cuniicclion with the pohej of intcrfoiing in tlu iifinis 
of the countucs hctoiul the Imlu', riginhng whicli llie 
two Elatosnicn ontert lined adtcr'c opinion' f But the) 

* “I plionhl hc'orrt, nuUcil,” wrote Lord Atichlnml, “jfiou 
'lioulcl Jic^itate to trrjtc to mo tnth jicrfect Imnl nc)' upon niit 
'iilyccf, and particularh fo upon occapions in wlncli ton didor 
from me in t our t low ' of jmlilic polict , nnd w lien n Know ledge of 
tour opinion' nn.t lie mo't ii'efiil to me” — [Or/o/irr a, 1835 ] 
Tlic subject, Ibcliotc, tvliicli (m11c< 1 forth fhi' Kindlj evpo'tula- 
tion, was the mcigation of the Indu', at which ^fctcalfe nlwnjs 
looKcil nsKiince He bad a rcmnrKnble prescience of the etil con- 
sequences that were liKch to result from nnj mtcrfercnco ni tliat 
quarter This subject has been touched upon in a preceding 
chapter 

f Kot that Ixird Auckland at this time bad nnj idea of the 
kmd of interference to which he snbscqucntlj^ lent himself lie 
wrote to Metcalfe in the enrlj part of ISSr, raj mg “You arc 
quite right m bcliCMiig that I liaie not a thought of interference 
between the Afghans and SiKlis I should not he sorry to sec 
strong, independent, nnd commercml powers established m 
Afghanistan , hut, short of Persian or Kussinn occupation, tlieir 
present state is as unsatisfactory ns possible, with national, fumilj% 
and rebgious feuds so ini eterate as almost to make anj one party 
ready to join any aniader against another It is out of the ques- 
tion that we can ever gam direct power or inflnencc amongst 
them” Andngam, m another letter “All idea of a ‘dominant 
influence,’ anth powers so broken and disjointed ns are tliose of 
Cauhul and the neighbouring countries, is, of course, out of the 
question ” 
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teld eooli othcar In tiio Idgliest esteem, and knew tliat they 
wero TTortiiig together earnestly and amcexely for the 
public good- 

Dnnng Im remdeace in Agra, he exercised the same 
liberal hospitality that he had before done in other places 
but hu habits were for tho most part retired- Ha eeldom 
went beyond the limits of his own resdenoe eren for 
purposes of exercise. The orening drirB was abandoned 
ond, in its place, he was wont to take the air at the top of 
his house. The reason which he aaiigned for this was, 
that when he went abroad, the natiTEJ waylaid bun with 
petitions, which they would throw into his carnage , and 
this on many acoonnts, he found inooUTenienL But the 
same mgxhaustfble chan^ and generosity which had so 
distmguiahed hia career in Calootta, were here equally 
oonspiruooa. Ha was at all tunes a pnnoely g i r e r 

In the mnmer of 1837 Lord Auckland fcomed the 
Teeo hia ou of quitting Calcntta at the ftfHnmCT.-imwii of 
the ensuing cold sonson, andjourtieying towards the Upper 
Prormoes. Then axoee a question regarding the authoiity 
to be exercised by the Goremor-Gencral within the tern 
tones OTW which Metcalfe presided as Lientenant-Gorumor 
It was in itself rather an embarraamig qoestian but 
Lord Auckland ielt that the best sohiUou of it would be 
found in the good sense and the good ftw'nTi^T of the two 
men representing tho oauourreni — it was hoped not con 
HTlirting — anthontics 

“Tbo sie soma htro,*’ ha wrote to llrteslfb, in Jime, 
iu e seo dUficolty in tho rdstlonaliip in which yoii ■thT 1 mty itsad 
to each other when I tnrsda yoor proTinoss, I fl«s» ww- 
Tfe tra bsppQy In the hshit of a^minji on Ttiy rasny 
where we ifflTh- cf Annklj- espimtbag our dHHmeeti 
■re bsTe so eiprtsscd them, onr co-oreratton -OwnVs to yrror 

Yinftafss — las becu cooplrte. There bT be sow 
CBhairiMlMnt, rather nooiaal than on the score Patron 

aft. I shsll he smUol \tj the hapatJen^ the smUtiemi, and 
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the discontented. My attention may possibly he drairn, though 
tins IS not likely, to the propriety of change in persons and in 
tlungs, and, at all events, I should endeaiour to receiie ivith 
encouragement the officers, civil or mihtaiy, from ivhom the 
State has to acknowledge, or may expect, good sen ice Tor 
these objects the office of the Goiernor-General should not be 
shorn of the pou ers and paramount influence winch have hitherto 
been attached to it, but, on the other hand, it uould be qmte 
wrong, if he were supposed, upon entering the Iforth-TVest Pro- 
imces, at once to assume and to exercise a nght of mterfenng 
with the Lieutenant-Governor, and of disturbmg the ei en course 
of his admimstration Wliat should, upon all this, be the general 
understandmg — where the just medium should be, whether it 
should be defined at all (I rather think not), and m what manner, 
I am far from having a decided opmion, and would gladly leam 
what you think. I am only confident for us botli that each ivill 
be anxious to uphold the digmty of the other without mjurmg 
his oivn”* 


* The difficult question was, however, solved by the circum- 
stance alluded to m the following passages — the withdrawal of 
Sir Charles Metcalfe m time to prevent a colhsion of authority 
“ My preparations,” wrote Lord Auckland, “ have not slackened, 
and the 20th of October still stands as the day of our departure 
from Calcutta, "We purpose flndmg our camp at Benares, to 
march to Allahabad, Lucknow, and Agra, and if, as all seem to 
think right, I should become my oim Lieutenant-Governor upon 
your abdication, I may stay longer at Agra than it was my 
origmal mtention to do I need not add that m all this the more 
that I can see of you with the least mconvemence to you, the more 
wdl it be to my pleasure and advantage It should not be diffi- 
cult for me to be at Agra before Christmas, and we nnght in 
that case pass some days together, but as the tune approaches we 
wdl endeavour to make our plans and our wishes meet .” — ^August 
28, 1837 ] 

“ Xou will see that the act givmg me full powers is out, with a 
resolution announcing that when I lose you, I shall become my 
own laeutenant-Govemor When this takes place, you may be 
assured that I shall be disposed to disturb as httle as possible 
either the prospects of persons, or the current of thmgs ” — 
([■SepteaiSer 7, 1837 ] 
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Some timo bcforB, the question thtu suggested migtrt 
hare perplexed and disqmeted Metcalfe , it now gore lum 
little concern. For althongti he was deroting himself 
dUigentlj to the oiEurs of his Government, be had on 
xmeasy and distnrhlng sense all the while that hu con 
nection with the North Westom Prormoei was Efcely to be 
of brief duration. When the Goremment of Madras, a 
little tune before, had been about to be vacated by Sir 
Frederick Adam it was generally beHevod in India that 
Sir Charles Metcalfe would be bis ancoessor He had lost 
a Government by the nbobtion of the Agra Presidency, 
and he had gamed great credit from the home authorities 
by undertaking at their earnest request, the Lieutenant 
GoremoTahip of the North 'Western Provinces, By thia 
diamtexestcd act he had established a cIimiti to promoboo, 
which could hardly be disregarded. But rumours prn- 
aently reached bm to the effect that the Madras appomt 
ment was not to 'be bes t owed upon hiin>— that his «‘>lsbT>s 
wore to be set iiide, because be had forfeited the oonff 
denoe of the Home Gorermnent by hberotuig the Indian 
precs. What he and what be did when these tidings 
reached him, may "be gathered from the following letter to 
his aunt — 

BUt OgAKJ.Ta HETOXLFE TO THS BOX VM- lnT^^5 lT ^T 

Ftirm ir y 1, 18*7 

"IIt ntutsst Atnrt — best fliaDVs fat yoor af&otkoat* 
latter of Augait 58 It U the raewil of corTtspendsnes 
Tfi glfmA — fbr all my fHends natorahy ceased to write wbeo they 
enpecled me boroe. Toa aro all mbtakei In jnppodn# th** ^ 
lock to EogUod with relocttuwe. On tbo contisiy I kck ^ 
with thoassmance that I thaD enpiy jjrmtw happtoeaa tbero 
I erff can crpect In India. I hare certainly rriae tance to 

11* important dntiea wWtti it haa my lot to be chaTBVd 
with In this coontryj but I ahall r^Jofco when I can 
or rather wboerer I can go homo wUhont barinf to rcrroact 
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myself for aLanclonmg the post which it seems to ho the will of ' 
Providence that I should occupy^ Portune was 

not my object, for I liaie enough, and should he happier in a 
cottage than m a palace . Neither was I influenced 

hy ambition, for, if that were my gmde, I should go to England 
But m reahty I hai e no desire for nnytlmig that this world can 
bestow, and look only to the creditable performance of my duty 
and the aflectionate mtercourse of my thends as the sources of 
happiness Be assured, therefore, that whenever I may thmk it 
consistent with my duty to go to England, I shall go with debght 
An d that may be soon, for reports have reached this country of 
my being m disgrace with the Court of Directors for an act 
dictated by plam common-sense — ^namely, the legalization of the 
hberty of the press — and of my having m consequence lost the 
gov ernment of Madras I do not care a straw for the government 
of Madras, and am probably better where I am, but I do not 
mean to serve m avowed disgrace I, therefore, some months 
ago, took steps to obtam from the Court of Directors a declaration 
of their present sentiments regardmg me, and shall be guided m 
my conduct by the result, which I shall probably know m a short 
time. The supposed mtentional ciclusion from the Government 
of Madras, as an act of displeasure, is mconsistcnt with the 
leavmg m my hands of the higher commission of Provisional 
Governor-General, but the report was too generally and confi- 
dently stated to be passed over without notice, so I thought it 
nght to seek explanation at the fountam-head I shall not, 
therefore, be surprised if I find myself with you next year — and 
most certainly not sorry 

“ Ever yours most affectionately, 

“ C T Metcalfe ” 

To Mr Tucker he wrote in May, upon the same sub- 
ject — 

“ Not long after (the end of March), we received 

mteUigence of Lord Elphmstone’s appomtment to Madras, 
which, or rather the reports regardmg my exclusion, by which 
tliat announcement was accompanied, mduced me, after waitmg 
for more certam mformation, which I did not receive, to address 
the letter, which vnll have been before you, to the Secretary to 
the Court, and haring done that, I thought it right to await the 
issue, witliout mtruding privately on any of the members, who 
would have to come to a pubhc resolution thereon. I was told 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

[IW7— 1838] 

BESIONATION A3n> DEPABTUHE. 

CocrMpandeoc* vUh the nome QoTBmmnit'~-CDndtict of the 
Coart of IHrecton — Redj^tloa of the lieouauLDt OorerooT 
•hip of AfT»— Hetnm to Olcotta — Bect^doo thore — Fire- 
Entertain menu — Embarkmtloo for Eiiglud — Gentnl 
Ttemarta oo Metealft i Tn»tt<n au«er 

Ov the 8th of An^piit, 1837 Bir Cheriei ^letcolfe 
addnsacd a letter to Lord AnohUsd njlog that it wu 
wllh great regret be found buneelf compelled to reagn bie 
office of L<ieutenaQt-<3oTomor of tho North TVcstem Pro- 
•nnooi on or abont the following let of Jaaonry, in order 
that ha might embarb for Epgbmd dimng the approaching 
aalling •eoson and i^Ure from the •emce of the Eaat India 
Company “ The cause of this epphcation he 
** wiD. bo found In the folloimig oorrcspcmdonce." 

A year had then nearly elapsed Mince Metcalfe had 
mitten the letter the anarrer to which he had e:^)eoted 
with so mnoh Interest and anne^ He had aa I bare 
already obserred more than once, Yery high and refined 
^(^wta of the relatloni subsisting bertw^ public serraiiti 
the Goremnient by which they ore employod. He 
thoroughly underttood their reaproool duties. And as he 
did not lightly regard tho obligations whioh wore imposed 
upon the public semmt, but ly the pmcdoe of a life ipent 
in the aealoua performance of his duties declared his 
of the Icyalty ond derobun whioh Yrere legidmatcly 
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tlcnnn<lctl from lum, ^Oj on the otlicr li iiul, he believed 
lint he ^\^s cntitloil to dL'tinnd in return the cnnfidonco 
and approbation of tho'-oin uliocc ••cn ice lie '\\aso\pcnding 
without ‘^tint all the cncrgici? of his life He imposed 
certain conditions on hinnclf, and he beheted that ho li id 
a nght to impose certain conditions upon other*, TJie 
conditions ashich he impobcd upon himself were, that 
ho should sene the State, thoroughly, conscientiously, 
unceasingly, gning himself up wlioll}'^ to his cmplojors. 
The conditions which lie imposed upon them were, that 
they should haec faith in his wisdom and integrity — confi- 
dence in his real and devotion He ivould not consent to 
any other terms of alliance Any diminution of efiiciency 
on the one hand, or of confidence on the other, m his 
estimation dissohed the compact He avonld not Jiaic 
sened the State for a day as an unprofitable servant, and 
he would not serve it as an unhonoured one It was this 
high sense of icciprocal duty which had made Metcalfe 
avhat he was Amd he was not now, aftei neaily forty 
years of public service, to subside into a latitudiuarian, 
and graduate in the “Well-enough” school 

Sir Charles Jletcalfe bebeved that he had foifeited the 
confidence of Ins employeis , and he did not doubt for a 
moment that it was therefore Ins duty to relieve them from 
the necessity of maintaining a longer connection with a high 
pubhc functionary in whoso wisdom and disci etion they 
had no longer any trust "^Tiether he were justified in 
this behef is another question It was commonly leported 
tliat he was not appomted Governor of Madras because he 
had hberated the Indian Press It was something much 
more than a common report that the Court of Directors, 
as a body, greatly disapproved of the hberation of the 
Indian press That was a substantive fact of which there 
was a tremendous exposition in a certam denunciatory 

VOL n H 
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TVhollicr in the month of Angnit, 1886, Sir Charle* 
Sletoolfe Trere infficicntly acqa*inted •vrith tU the circnm 
rtnnces of the caio to take what I believe to be the correct 
view here taken of the condact of the Cotirt, doei not 
clearly appear But he was neqaamted with the lec d in g 
facts that the Comt of Dircctora hatl disapproved and. cen- 
sured his press meofUTes and had not supported his claims 
to the Government of lladros^ He behoved therefore, 
that he had forfeited the good opinion of the Court, and m 
this belief he wrote the following letter, seeking to be 
informed whether his impressions were correct 

TO J a MELVILL, E*J. SECnETAir TO THE EIHT KMl 
CWUPJJTt 

‘^Agns A 1834 

Mgin, — ^Beports irbldi hare been for tome is drcolstloii, 
tadscB me to Wooble yon with this addnss, ind to reqaett that it 
nay be sntanitted to the Hanonrsble the Coort of Pireeton. 

hare been snlttnf ta the hope that seme certatalsfooiitatkD 
wouM reach me, mnitrmhig or rcftalog these reports) bat not 
hsTtog reoetred any camnnmUmtVm bran England co the iribiect 
in any fbcm, I am stHl in oncErtshity u to the trolh or nr c ir of 
the remoars -whidi premlL 

“ Ihe reports olladod to tre to the dihet that I hare 1*17^ aader 
the £iplcasiire of the Coort of Dhecton os sccotmt of the lav 
puaed by me os Ooreroar-Genertl In Onmdl, legiUilng the 
Hberty of the press, and that on the snme accomit 1 lost the 
Oorernment of Itadros, vhlcb vonld otherwise bare bmi con 
fH 1 '^ on me. 

• He only pert of those reports od which I wUh to tronUe the 
Hanoorihle Cotut Is that vhld rdales to thdr dlspiauore. 

* It U not my obieet on the pr csui t to defend the bw 

of the prm. I leare that otmfldently to time and farther eoo- 
diim iton. It It dne, howercjc, to onothor to remark, that the 
jnesKiTO origtnated with mo, tndDot,u tbo Court are tmieotood 
to nippoee, with another roemher of the Qormimeiit. 

" Ndtber Is U my Intention to complain of my ciehttJoo from 
the Gorenunent of Madras. No one, In my opitooo, hat a right 
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lo complmi of not srfcrtctJ for mu ofllcc A*:, liouovcr, tliP 
(iO\trninpnl of n rrc^ulcnov l^cn rnnfirml on nu’ wlnth I 
lo^t In jt'? nltolition, niul not fnnn nin fmilt on nn jnrt. unr from 
nn\ (linnniilion of rnntidcnco on tlie part of tlip Court, it did seem 
probnlde tliat the Court '\\onld cinlina' tlic first opportunitj of 
restoring nit to the puiiion m nJiuh tlio\ ind before pi iicd nu* , 
and tberofore, tbnl the first Miant Cm trnincnl Mould bo con* 
ftrred on nio Tint ivia tbc onh prcUnsion Hint I fiiipposod 
nu self to ln\c to nn\ Goiornnicnt, .md I do not ivish it to be 
innginctl tint I menn to express tbc sbpbtcst disnpjimntinont 
bcc,uisc tbc Goiernnicnt of JHdris \ns otlicnvi<o disposed of, or 
that I b'xc tbc presumption to conccuctbut nnj rcfinrd for inj 
ptculinr jnsition ought to Ime inlcrrtrcd njtb the free tlioice of 
the Court 

“ Jh onl\* reason for solicitintr the attention of the Court to the 
reports al>o\c noticed is, that, il Inic, Ihet indicate that I lm\c 
lost the confidence of the Court, a misfortune irlnch troiild render 
it unbeconiuig on nu part to retain the pronsional npponitnicnt 
of Gotornor-Gcneml winch I notr bold 

“It IS tnie that tlie reports in question are in some degree 
contradicted by tbc continuance of that provisional appointment , 
for if the Court, after deliberation, deemed nio unwortlij of a 
subordinate Government, tlioy would liardlj have left in my 
possession nn appointment vrhicli, by nn accident much to be 
deprecated, might any dnj place me at the head of the Govern- 
ment of India On tlie other band, those reports are supported 
b^ the Lnown facts of the recorded displeasure of the Court at 
tbc legalization of the bberty of the Press , and b^ v\ liat appears 
to be tbc general understanding ns to my exclusion from the 
Government of JIadras It is, therefore, possible that I may be 
bolding my present appointments rather by the Court’s forbear- 
ance tlian with any cordial desutj on tlieir part that I should 
exercise the important functions actually and provisionally 
assigned to me 

“ After this tedious, but necessary, preamble, I come at length 
to the object of this letter , wlucli will not reqiure a much longer 
intrusion on the attention of the Honourable Court 

“ If the reports which have reached this country from England 
be true , of I have really lost the confidence of the Court, and 
have fallen so low in them estimation as deliberately to be deemed 
now unworthy of the position which they accorded to me three 
years ago, on the Government of a suborinate Presidency , it is 
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my entmty that tb# Ocmrt irill Tithdinw fiwn mO tha 

prorlfkxul cppointmoit of Gomcof-Oancnl t or otbenrin Inti 
iQttethelrid«*fTmtoiDe,lQardertlttt I may Tcdgn tbat appoint 
wtwrt, and retire from tlie aerTlca of tbe Company I harn so 
villi to retain by fbcbearanca «ii appointment co pfe rrcd cm me 
vbd I vas boDonred vUh tbd mifldmoe of tbe Ccport, if that 
coofidOKe la gooe t or to bold my odRce oo mere anflbrasce | or to 
•ere in any capadty nader the atlfma of dlapleaaiire and dlitroft. 

" Bat if I retain the ctwftdeare of tbe Ccmrt nplmpalred, It wd 
he hifhly ^ntlf yim to me to bov that I hare been mtalfd by 
emmecnta r e p ot ta in a n p poatng the poaslhllity ctf the eouLtaxy 
In that ca>4 I hare no deatre to retire frton the pnhOo aorlce. 1 
am proud of tbe honcptir canferTed I7 tbe prorkkmal appointment 
of Gorereor-Oeneral. I tab a great Intcreet In the dntlei vhich 
I hare to perfbrm aa lientaant-OoTemcir of tbe Kortb Weatom 
Prortacei of India, and I am irflDng to derote myvei^ vith all my 
bcart, to tbe eortee of tbe State aa long aa health and tWi-nlrt>< 
mahle me to vodc to any oasftil purpose. 

‘‘lam aware that I lay myedf open to reproof is ImaghiiDg a 
w ant of caafldesce which haa not he«) anthestbaSy annonaeed to 
me hy any of thoee which th* Comt has at ennmas^ If 
I han^ ate d in thb reapeet, and have sot bad aaffident eaoae Ibr 
this addren, I trait that the Ooort wBl fcrglre the erroc. Haring 
tece t red on Ajmier occaakma marked pro oft of omrtMwwi and 
estean, I eoold not rest easy nndcr reporti. In sane degree 
ftrengtbeDed by appearancef, which Indicated tbe loo of thoeo 
throtnahle eestimaita. 

^1 hare tbe booonr to be, air 

* Yoor meet obedknt Krrant, 

"C. T ilETCllJT.** 

l i on g did UetcalTe trait, m inocrtatndo and aasiety for 
cn onfircr to tlua letter There Trere delay* at homo and 
delay* abroad- The expected reipcaiee came elowly &om 
the India Houae, and trarelJed ■btrly to In dia after it had 
•touggled ant of I^o dcnh a H -etreet. Steam oomimniaoatioii 
at that time trai not tn^coovn "but there Traa nothing 
regular about it except its irregularity wnrl ftHl the bulk 
of tbe CQiieapondBTiee, jnblie and p nvTi te, wa* dapatched 
rtamd tbe Capo of Good Hope. In Anguat, 1886 hie tmito 
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{’](' ]<>*((•- llJ Au-'.n. h'^3(Ci'I\ul llll ft'llnw- 

in'-T ’ u o IK njKWf r 

i <n< Iriun Ifotitr, April I' IPTT 

‘ S, — I 1 T'C li’"’! tho Iin’iour ill iiml to h\ tlic 

(’un* ti'. Pm < 'll"'' cif tht Imln ('o'oji m\ our Ii tier «! ittnl nt 
th’ ~2n<\ of Hvt, nn4 I ton nuntinmlml to I'Kjirc"? to 

\iti' !\ Om rt e n'lrrf tint 'ou fIkhiM ln\i in I'li n lomiminKn- 
tion nhuli npiicnr'. to them to In'o hwii nlto^ctlu'r iinni'ce':<nr_> , 
nt tho nmtiuuinro in \ou proMfiomlU of tlm Iuf'lu"-t ofluc 
whn h It I' in tlic pontr of the Court to conii.r. iiii;!lit hate ’nti'-flod 
joinin' their ronJldcnrc* ln'1 not Ixfn Kitlnlrann 
“I ln\r tlic honour to hc^ Pir, 

“Your molt oIxMlicnt, Immhlo FcnnnI, 

“.I\Mi 1 C. Ml iMit, .‘'ctret in " 

If tlic CmtrL of Dircctor-i Ind been 'low in roipondni" fo 
Mclealfo “1 appeal, lie \vai In no ino mi diipccd to follow 
tlioir example He liad, indcexl, made up Ins mind regard- 
ing the coimc lie would piirnio, in anticipatinn of llie 
reception of mcli a letter He at once pat down, tliorc- 
forc, to xinburxlcn Imniclf, and wrote flic following 
rejoinder 

TO T c MFLYlIt, Tsq 

“ A'p-a, August 5, 18^7 

“ Sir, — ln\c this dnv had the honour of rcecning jour letter 
of the 15th of April 

“I do not find therein ana answer to my letter of the 22ml of 
August Inst, but I collect, parllj from the tvord":, and partlj from 
the tone — 1st, that the Uonourahlc Court is displeased aiith that 
letter, and 2nd, that the Honourable Court has no desire to retain 
inv humble scrMccs 

“Under these impressions, I have no opinion hut to take that 
step, avluch the Court must have eviicctcd, ns the natural conse- 
quence of your letter 

“ I propose acconhnglj" to solicit permission from the Hight 
nononrablo the Governor-General in Council to resign my office 
of Lieutenant Goa emor of the Horth-'Western Provinces of India 
on or about the 1st of January next, in order that I may retire 
from the East India Company’s service, and embark for England 
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darin* tbo tpproachlnff ialllnff mmoc. IT/ emTaorkEikm wDI 
Dect«»iDy ■'^tiT my prorlikiittl appotul mfn t of GoTBrnar 
QHMrtl, wtldj reoden It the more tnmmhent on mo to ipprlio 
tbo Hbiwaniblo Coort of my fatmticm Tltbmit dehiy 
^ It li proper from rwpect to the Hotwnmblo Conrt, and alio 
doe to myveli; that I ibirald not appear to be adopthiff thU come 
tbniptly and wlthoTrt roaaoiL I win, theifftr*, tronUo yoa with 
a rerleT of the dreenutaoeea whkh haTV combtaed to rcDder 
It In my optakin onaToldable. 

“When the Pmideihy of Agra -wmi formed I was appointed to 
be hi Gomoor and r ee d red at the aame time the ftlQ higher 
fanuor of the prorlckmal appofotmoit of Qcmmor-Geiieiid. In 
Tirtoe of the latter I held the ofQ« of OoremOT-Goneral during 
the tnterral b et reen the departmo of Lord wililani Batinck and 
the arrinl of livd Anokland. I vaa iBUered from the office of 
Goremor-OensBl kkki the aboHlkm cf the Agra Freaideney 
and by the tatter emt I lost laj appointmat of Germnax. 
rahstitsted afBee of Lkuteoant-Oorenun: cf tha North Weatem 
r r o Tta ce a tu edbred to mA. It iru lutOTalty a qrostkin in my 
mtnd, vhetber I irhh eredh deawmd to tbe Inferior office of 
Iieatjeoaot>Gomar tfier t>i«t of Qomcrr putting that of 

OoTCB Ktf -General, Thkh m oerar mon texoparaiy entirely 

oetof-rlenr Had T ytAtwd tf> the opfailfm of my ftiimda, I ihopld 
hare dadhied tbe lieatenant'GoTerDflrihip \ but tbe lanidsoTne 
manner in vhlch tbe desire to retain my i e rim In that ofBce 
TO ertneed, both by tbe Court cf Directors and tbe Ooremor 
General, oieicame tbe reluctance Thldi I ptceiirDy ftlt to 
dcaeesd{ whQe the r e nes a l of tbe prorlalonal appaiatmait of 
Goto nor Qoeral, tboa conferred on me for tbe third time pre- 
Ttrded the appearance of degradatiooi, and was a ftirther a«nrance 
of tbe emfidmee of the Haoourahle Court. Bo &t oil wma irifl | 
and I entaed on my nev nltte^ ntth the fbH fntpnrirm of deroting 
to Us duties foe any period which my l ei t lcei 

miflrt be acceptable, or couU be rendered with credit, 

"Bat iubaeqiiently to those eienta, tbo QcTBmment of ILidros 
became Taeint Tbe eyes of the pohDc In T»?fa were aatnrshj 
turned towards me, simply because, u l had kwt by aeddent tho 
Gorarament of erne PreidHuy U was thmijM jmt that I sbould 
succeed to that cf another Not only waa tbp result cuntraiy to 
thla erpectatioo, but It was aecoanpanled by report! from England, 
® Rood antborily that I bad been purposely passed or e and 
had lost tbo GoTennnent of Madras oq aocount of tbe Act legal 
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izing the liberty of the press, ivhicli had passed rvhen I ivas 
Go\er nor- General of India 

“ The loss of the Government of Madras vas a cause of regret 
to me only as it mdicated, accompamed by those reports, the dis- 
pleasure of the Honourable Court, and ivas therefore a mark of 
disgrace Itavas not mj mtention to remain in the pubhc service m 
a state of aaoaved degradation, nor could I have accepted an ofiice 
inferior m degree to that of Governor, if I had supposed that 
I should be under a ban, or that there avoiild be a bar on the part 
of the Home Government to my being replaced m a position equal 
to that ■which I had lost by the abolition of the Agra Presidency 
At the same time, I did not wish to act hastilj on reports which 
nnght possibly be unfounded I did not doubt the right of the 
Court to nonnnate whom they chose as Governor of Madras The 
Goiemment of Madras was as notlnng m my eyes The only 
important consideration was the motive of my exclusion That 
nnght admit of satisfactory explanation , or a temporary dis- 
pleasure might subside, and mutual confidence and cordiahty be 
restored by cauchd communication I therefore addressed to you 
my letter of the 22nd of August last, stating fully my feelmgs 
■under the circumstances descnbed, and entreatmg that I might be 
mformed m wliat position I stood, and what were the sentiments 
of the Court toivards ma 

“ The Court pronounced that my letter was altogether unneces- 
sary With deference, I thinlv that there was good and suflclcient 
reason to seek an ■understandmg avith the Court for any one avho 
regards the approbation of his superior as an essential condition of 
his sermtude Either I hod lost or I retamed the confidence of 
the Court If the latter were the case, a few kmd words to that 
efiect would have assured me that I could contmue to serve vath- 
out discredit Instead of winch, I recei^i e a lacomc letter, takmg 
no notice whatever of the sentiments expressed m mme, but con- 
aeymg a reproof for ha-vmg arntten it, given m a tone which 
leaves me no reason to suppose that the Court entertam tlie least 
desire for the contmuance of my services 

“ Under all these circumstances, I must conclude 1st, that I was 
intentionally disgraced when I was passed over m the nommation 
of a Governor for Madras, 2nd, that the Court retam the senti- 
ments imder which that disgrace was purposely inflicted, and have 
no -wish to remove the feehngs which it avas calculated to excite, 
and 3rd, that the Honourable Court must have been aware that 
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your Irtte of tl» 16th of April, with refcraico to tnhifi of the Sand 
trf AufUft kft, «mld anly piodoce the effect wlddi It bae jrro- 
wTut rfnww pwitly th»i TBj JTclgflatifla WM coatcinpi*tad ta 
the deipctcb of that letter 

I trurt ttiMt I hare roAricntly expldiied the coaece which 
oomptl roe retictaBtly to retire frain the pohho ■errice, to which, 
if I eoTild hare renaloed with boiMnir I wwild wUnn^iy hare 
dcToted th* whole <rf my IHe. 

“ I hare the hoQOar to he, iir 

“ Tour most ohedleot, bmnhlo KTrant, 

“CL T llBKUIXE.*’ 

Such WM the correapODdcncc, copies of whioli he 
fonrarded to Lord Auckland, wben^ cm the BUDe day he 
formally tendered hit remgpa&on of the Ijicutenant* 
GoTurnoralup of the North Western Pronnoea, By Ivord 
A-poVlarii^ tbii amotmocnKfflt rrm« rtoeired tnth less 
■itrrTM«>irngr|t thari corTow " Totn IcttsT has pfiined he 
UTOte bat hu not nupiued me, for I knew how strongly 
you felt apon the tub^eci on which yon had wnttoi to the 
Cemrt and although the onawer admitted no deomue of 
oonfidenca and regard I felt that it was wanting in the 
cordiality of cxpreasicai to which I knew that you looked, 
as the oonditicai of your remaining in India. If I had been 
near you, X nu^t hare attempted to oombat your r^olu 
tiom Aa it la, I must deeply lameDt the lots for India of 
itsbettofficer and for myself of my best help. The namo 
which you IcBTe will be greatly and hnnourably regarded, 
end yon will find with Tory many the eame regard to 
welcome you at home. Ton hare yot years and strength 
for aettre hie you ham earned the ftueirt title to rcOm- 
ment and I pity no man that ho has to Utq in Eoglaad- 
1 nsn wjEifidEnt that when I ytwn you there I thwTt find yon 
m the enjoyment of all the happmess that I imh you. Of 
my own immediate plans I must t^>Ve timw ^ thtnk, and 
will write to you m a few days. My first impre«aon is, 
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nt lc^st tlimng U13 icsulcnce m the Nortli-'Wcst Pro- 
MncL'^, I flioiikl altonipt to Oo the ork -which }oiilia,ve 
so well clone for me ’ ^ 

Tint the India Home letter was cold and formal (as 
India IIoii'c letters commonly arc), and altogether very 
nncatisfactor} to one who looked for an nnresened expres- 
sion of the Courts feelings and opinions, is not to he 
douhted As hletcalfe trnlj said, it was no answer It 
was an ci asion of the re d question To cease fioni guing 
IS one thing To withdraw what it, alrcad} given is 
another To hacc cancelled hlctcalfe’s commission to 
succeed proMSionally to the Goi crnoi -Generalship would 
have been an extreme measure, to which the Court, except 
under aer} aiolent provocation, would hardly haae com- 
mitted themselves But it did not follow that, because 
they were not disposed to cancel this existing appointment, 
they would not — nay, that they did not, discourage his 
future promotion It did not follow' that, because they 
avere not prepared openly to disgrace the most distinguished 
and the uiostpoiiular of their serarants, ho had not incurred 
the displeasure, and, to some extent, forfeited the confidence 
of his employers 

That it a\ as not intended by the Court that the letter 
should imply any forfeiture of confidence, I behea e Tavo 
of the most distmguished members of the direction — men 
avhose integrity and abibty would haae adorned any 
station — IMr Tucker and Mr Edmonstone, afteravards 
assured him that, although the hberation of the press had 
been disapproved at the India House, the confidence of 
the Court had not been avithdraaam fiom him — that his 
“ vanous and highly valuable serances ” avere justly appre- 
ciated — and that nothing avas further from their intention 
or their avishes than that the “ short and guarded” letter of 

Lord Auckland to Sir Charles Mctcalje, Calcutta, August 16, 
1837 
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theiT offioul fiTgrin should Indtioe him to wthdraw from 
thor semoe.* But trltlumt any loss of dignity to the 

• Iha puMgatnths lettersofMr Tockertud Mr F ^Jjn ofn tone 
are ■rorth footing “ I hiTo not mdttai to you 1*4617 * said the 
fccmer gmUanan, •partly beismso 1 wm* uncertain tbont jonr 
tDOTCDOita, partly hecauae I i»«<l nothing of intareot to conmnml 
ode I but chiefly beennsa I vlshed to aacertain tnd to conuntmlcate 
the answer of tha to yonr latter dated Ip August last 

That itplywa* only ^irtipcaod to Iho Court a fsnr days ago; and you 
irin receiTe It, probably as toon as you rpcelTB tMs. It li sbort 
and guarded) but I trust h will aadsf/ you that the Court, as a 
body are to from wishing to dlspensa with your aerricci tn In dfa u 
Tour letttr wta racrfrod and rend to tha Court throe or tour 
months ago ] and I ahould be uncnadid If I told ytra tbot it made 
generilly a ArcnErtbie hnpi e nk m. It vai by acme considered to 
be unealied far and out ctf the regular conrae) but there ate many 
erfao etn Justly appredate your mertu and aerrlces) and although 
the reply of tte aairman oiay Append to you dry nod cold, I hope 
h wHl Mdafy you that you hod no grouad wheterur for nspectliig 
♦bat the Co^ bod any intutioo or wish that yon ihoold retire 
from the Krrice. I tUI not conceal from you that lome of your 
mg a s ur e* r ai e to patidoce (the emandpn 
tloa of the prooi in particular)) but 1 hope that ve hare not 
fbrgotten, and «h«Ti nerer Ibrget, yontTmiions and hlgldy Taloahle 
sarrleea." Ur EdnMottoDe a letter wua vrlttm immediately afre 
5r Chatlea Uctcalfe • r e t uiu to 'Rn glaT'rt After drclarti^ that 
there wae uot a member of the Onirt who did not lamat his 
resigmtfon oa public grouDds, the writer goes ou to lay ■Hot 
bdng In a posUkei to draw a dlsttnctixa b et ween the «v^ld and 
f oair ta l language of an otolal announceoiait a deliberate 
dlctatfan of the Court, you had acose reuan to deduco from the 
ansTTcr to your letter on tha soldect of the pieu, a m^ntrn^ which 
it certainly was B(< Intmled to coaTty-— ^ha more ao, too, on 
account of the rumour whlA proralkd, and which had come to 
your knowledge, and apparently made ao strotig an impreaakin 
upon you, reapecthig the sooc e as l on to the Goremtaent of Madiai. 
On thij last point I will only obaore that, as to as / know it 
was bat a surmise, and that I heard It afterwards poaitlTely 
contradicted) I ftel, howerer that 1 ought not to poraua tho 
dlacosaloe of this daUcate auhJect beyond the purpooo whkh 
alotte I hare touched upon It at oil— the Tindkatkii of the Court 
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Court, moYC might huAC been siul in lepl} to such a letter 
from such a man The distinguished scr\iccs 'uliich he 
had lendcrcd to the State might mcII ha^e secured for him 
a little more cordiality cicn in an oflici il letter Perhaps, 
if his intuie had been bettor understood — if “the lery 
quick, and delicate, and noble sense of public chaiactcr ” 
i\hich lus fiicnd Shcicr }cars before said he regarded 
“uith a sort of almost cmious admiration,”' had been 
knoun to the framers of the letter, and the result uhich 
occurred had m any May been anticipated b}"^ them — such 
a letter Mould not have been Miiltcn But no one mIio 
kncM* him moII could ha^ e doubted its efiect upon one mIio 
entertained so exalted an idea of the relations mIiicIi ought 
to subsist betM'cen a public scr\ ant and the Government, 
and, therefore, ivas so keenly ahve both to official censure 
and official praise lie m as under no obligation, he thought, 
to maintain those relations , but he M'as under an obliga- 
tion to maintain them rcproachlcss and undefiled 

^ith this impression strong upon his mind, Metcalfe 
had tendered his resignation, but that the act might not 
seem to be indecorously precipitate, and that no inconveni- 
ence might result from his sudden retiiement, he mtimated 
his desire to be reheved on or about the commencement of 
the ncMT year Lord Auckland had already determined 
upon proceeding to the Upper Provinces, and he now pro- 

(whereof I was then a member) from the supposition which 
appearances had led you to entertam that its confidence had been 
withdrawn from you, and that the tenor of its reply to your 
explanatory address imphed a wish, or expectation, that you 
should, or would, resign the pubhc service This was not, perhaps, 
needed, for smee your arrival you must have been satisfied, from 
much lugher and more important authority than mme, of the error 
of that supposition, but the strong and painful feehng I have on 
the subject, combined with the contents of your letter, has led me 
thus far to enter upon it ” 

* See ante, VoL L, page 426, «ofc 
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For tho*e ■*!» obi«t to the liberty of the prett, there Ii 
{moths j nrtfflf tVm of the Act of LepiHMtVni, irhlch li, tbet 1117^ 
oths lew on the tubject wei mowllyinipoei lhle . I iriH defy tho 
Ingenuity of tran to derlee eny Twtricttaeu •hort of tbeoliEe 
1141^111 kill, wUch no one wonld here ittempted, thet coold hete 
ti ^wn TTvvHtVd lestrlctloDs becD tried, end hid 

Tittariy tailed. The preu wm prectkadly free, thongh toMCure, 
but lav regtrdlng It wu In ebnrd confhrioiL Untrogbout 
ane Fmideney there wm a code of rextrlotlaiii to dlinied, that 
DO QoTcnunait would think of ^frnrlnj them. Throoghcurt 
another PreakicDey there wae no reetrictloni, but perfect 
liberty by Uw oppoie J hi yaln by the GoremiDCSrt. In a third 
Freddsiny there wu rertraint In tha prorhicea, and Uberty In 
the metiupoUa. Beetrlctiam were moat complete in the Freal 
denoy of Fort w iTliflm^ tod there the practical liberty nied wu 
the greateat. In thh chaoa of the atate of the pr eu , when Uwt 
came to be nude ftn- aH India, armrmn a«ue pointed out that 
there wu bot oo« law that could be made with any efTtet — a Uw 
of liberty asdreqKDiIbQlty to oourtj of juftke. If rortsdctlceu 
where they axlated, were not, and xaorally cfvld not be aiforeed, 
how could they be introduced, with any reuoo or any proapect of 
■occeaii, where they reerloQaly did not exUt? Iiren fat ladU 
haa betsi practkally free from the moment -wbeu the Ooremment 
dUcOTcred, about twenty yean ago, that it could not c nfai ca the 
cgnao n hlp wtikh then ezlited ) that U, nmid not legally Inflict the 
pmaltlei attached to tU Ttotathio on any ooe who, in the eye of 
the Uw wu a natfre of trufta. IbU bring known, tlw ccnaorahlp 
vu act at dcflancoi and the preca wu of faaelf fre& Thse came 
a code of reatrictloni which bring no more Uw than the ceuor 
•hip, wu dpially dlaregarded. ITiere came another code of 
r e *til cri(m», which wu made Uw tn aoine pUcea, and wu no Uw 
in otben 1 and whriher it wu Uw or no Uw wu equally dli* 
regarded and dlfoaed. All the good ftellnga of BritUb Goremore 
thrank from the hahtt nil ipmotlmi nf Hi All ths ipdift 

of BritUh rabjecti ratricted Ita ahTHf* The BrltUh aubjeeti 
In JodU would hare a free pren, and the GoTemment could not 
pTwreut H, without a deepotkm and oppreulon contrary to Ita 
own dUpoattkm, and tctaDy oppoeed to the qdrit of BritUh 
inatltutkna. 

• Unds all thtae dnannataocca, when it became ray dnty aa 
GoTtiuor-General of India, to piopoae a Uw Ihr the jireaa, there 
•eemed to me but one coome that could ratkmaUy be punwd. I 
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\knc\r, b\ experience of the pnst, Hint restrictions ivotild he in- 
'ofllcicnt , mill tint to legislntc SMth a Me\r to rcstrniiit, e\cn if it 
|ntl hcen daMmhlc, iionld jnsti} expose tlie Go\ eminent to 
hdirnle, and he of no a^all The time was pceuhnri} fasoiimhle 
lor full lihertj, ns the Go^crnnlent had then acquired the power 
If legislation, and could prondc hs law ngiunst real danger to the 
sifetj of the State, that might from niij cause arise, which 
lefore it could not do Tlic time was faioumhle for another 
Tjacon also It sras clear that the liberty of the press w ould some 
dn come, and it was better to grant it wnth a good grace than to 
w^.iit until it was extorted A people gradually habituated to the 
uie of the press as a customary part of their institutions, is much 
Icis likely to abuse it than if it avere forced from an unwilling 
GUernment, and, in a manner, scired upon by clamour and 
agitation in a period of excitement It must ahraj s he a fault to 
deW acts of grace until they cease to ho so considered, and are, 
therefore, of no efllct in winning good-will Tlie circumstances, 
therefore, the time, the intrinsic merits and benefits of a free 
lircss, and the impossibility of enacting restrictions arith any 
prospect of success, all combined to point out the Icgahzation of 
the lihcrty of the press as the onl> course to he pursued I should 
have been ashamed of nij self if I had followed any other As it 
IS, whatei cr its consequences may have been to me, I net er can 
regret the measure Under the circumstances, it was the only 
Act on the subject that could bo passed 171111 any chance of success 
and efllciency It was an act of prudence and common sense It 
avas, also, I trust, a measure of great pubhc benefit 

“ You have alluded to this Act as the supposed cause of my 
retirement from the pubhc senice Tins is a subject on which I 
have some difficulty in olTermg explanation I am loth to make 
a mystery of what, ns far as I am concerned, is a lery plain 
matter , but Y am apprehensive that, m entenng into detads, I 
might deviate fitim proper respect to authonties, to whom respect 
IS due from all, and gratitude especially from me, for repeated 
distinctions spontaneously conferred In what I am about to say, 

I trust that I shall not depart from the obhgations presenbed by 
either the one or the other of these sentiments You may remem- 
ber reports which prevailed last year, statmg that I was m 
disgrace with the Home authonties, on account of the hberty of 
the press That was not a position m which I could remom with 
comfort I sought information at the fountam-head, with a new 
to a better understandmg, without success The reply was not 
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^Fst Uj TTT>mTi^i«^ tfTTMt^ indlcfttlrt) of oUcmtioTi, l adjfl rf 
m» that the r e ^ti Thieli preraOed Trere not untru^ *ni 
I conld no longer T w n« h< In tlie tcnrice of tli6 Eort Tnifli 
Companj Tith or MCtiifhotion to inyidt I 4o not itmto 

thew Ihcti tmdor tuj lutkm of iMlng tggilffTedi neither do I 
jg ^ n iM to qoettlan tho ocstdnet of tbo« xnthoritifla. Hu^ haw 
an todiipatahle right to *rTwr<i^ their jndgmact cn mine. Tboi 
<H*pIen*iire, from TThaterer came proceeding, maj be Jnft i btt, 
Jnit or othervlae, Iti riThct on me la the Mine. I cannot eon time 
to acre irith sndi an inipwi an permanently preraHing ag&kit 
mo. I gait mj poat irtth trfnclance. I cannot be happier azT* 
vfaere *>aTi I tare been at ^gia. With Important dpftwi, ailfC 
tlonate companloni, and afrisidly aodety 1 ham hoe eqjoyed 
mneh of nhat I moat TBhte In Uh. With grmt meanrei la 
prog r e w, and the aid of ftmetkoarka of the higheet charads tnd 
(ptaUficottona In. the at^sa at cootnd and anperlor importancet 
▼ith a drll eerrlce frill of honont, xtal, and ahdUtji and alnn- 
dance of fnirtt tad el&datcy In ereiy branch cf pobUc ecDpby 
meot, I bad erery p ro a pect cf a fDocesafijl and hodklal admhxl*' 
tratliSL I vaa poActly I dertred no ditngei and If I 

cmld hare ronaloed iritb boDoor I know no nmlt that I ahooM 
TohaatacQy hare pot to Bty eonthraance In tMa offlee, gff!e pt lotg 
of health or I gait niy dotlsa end my roddenee atsong 

yon vith great regret I but the act la my oirn and I akne un 
reapo ual tJo Ibr H. I may hare been mittahsi I may hare beat 
mlaled hy erronecmi Inlbnnatfon} I may hare ndaconatnied the 
drcimiftancea that hare occorredi but If that Inlhnnatkm my 
oooitroctlan be oorrect, aa 1 beUore tlw-ni to be, IJiad do oths 
termae open to me, In my ophikm, than rrMch I hare adopted. 
It ii a matter of feeling. Had I been dUftrently eonatitot^ I Md 
I be® blind or I mtlfler e n t to maoUbat eatiangemart, I might hare 
lunsilned) and I ibmdd, perhapa, hare bcoi permitted to die in 
the aeritce In which I waa born. In which the beat yean of my 
IHb hare been pnaaed, and to which I woold willingly Imre derotod 
the Tonalnds. 

** That win DOW gDde away fa arwifW cmmtiy if I Hre to 
reach hi the c oun try wfaidi we aD moat lore, and to which we all 
look to re*t after oar Indian fabooia. Ton erpr e aa the kfadeat 
»lahea— yon ipoak of happtaeaa and ■njefolnai. Happhie*, with 
the blearing of the Almighty 1 hare no ifauht of etjoylng fa the 
«dety of affectionate relatlTea and ftfandt, and in the deiighta of 
reading and rellrauait. Of the power cf puhDo nacftiloeaa, I 
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have no expectation, and great donht The onl} tempting theatre 
lor public exertion is Parliament, •vrliore the great intcrcbts of the 
ebuntry arc promoted or marred, but the violence of party spirit, 
td ivluch the ivelfarc of the empire is often sacnllced, the uselcss- 
mss of any ouovhose only p irty is Ins country, the ivant of local 
reputation and influence, the corrupt pricbces of candidates and 
TOters, and the utter nun to moderate means of contested elections, 
Tnlkc a formidable array of obstacles agamst any attempt to push 
mjsclf mto the Impenal Senate, c\ en if I could suppose that I 
mi^lit be of any utihty there The retirement, therefore, of pnvate 
hfe^ where, no doubt, the greatest happiness is to be foimd, seems 
to be my future destmy I shall, nevertheless, be ready to take a 
part m pubhc aflairs whenei er I am called b}' duty, or, in other 
woi'ds, whenever I have an opportunity of bemg useful, for I 
consider it to be the duty of every man to serve Ins country to 
the utmost of lus ability, and if I e\ er become a pubhc man in 
En^and, my long attachment to India will naturally le id me to 
exert myself for her welfare and benefit, and for her permanent 
nmon with the British empire, in the ties of mutual interest, the 
only secunty for mutual affection 

“ I ought to apologise for having addressed yon at such length 
on subjects connected with my own views and feehngs, but you 
must ui part blame yourselves You have overwhelmed me vnth 
kmduess my heart is open, and I have been pourmg out its 
contents without restrunt, to fnends whose cordiahty I have 
expeneuced. Permit me now to say farewell May every good 
attend you The period of my residence among you, but for the 
miseries of the poor, this season, from drought, v\ ould have heen 
one- of the happiest eras of my life I part from you with reluctance 
and sorrow, and with heartfelt sentiments towards you of respect, 
gratitude, and afiection Many of us, I hope, may meet agam in 
another land God bless you all ” 

TYhilst all these demonstrations of the respect and 
affection of those by whom he had recently been sur- 
rounded were hghtening the paiu of departure, other 
testimonials, of a different but not less honourable cha- 
racter, were enhancing the self-content with which it was 
his privilege to retrace the incidents of his long official 
career in India Farewell letters, written in strong 
language of admiring attachment, not less smeere for the 
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Onentalum Trluch ghttered -npoa it, came to lim from all 
tlie pmictptl natiTe prmcea ai^ cMefr with whom he had 
held diplomatio urtercoTnae. Foremost among these were 
the King and Prmccfl of Ddhi the Eojah ^of Bhnrtpoie, 
whom he had set Tipon the throne and his old aniagonat, 
Etmjeet Singh who had nerer forgotten the jonthfhl 
amhaasador whom thirty year* before he had cndeaTomed 
to outwit. He had watted Metcalfe a progre** from a 
distance with remarkahlo interest had tboionghly appre- 
ciated the great quohdes which the English gentleman had 
manifested at bo eariy a penod of his career • and often 
declared what ha now aaid w his letter, that ho regarded 
Metcalfe as “the founder of the nmon and attachment 
be t we en the two high states, according to the firmly estab- 
Bahed treaty ^mion and attachment which he sometimes 
thought wonld not bng sumre the rtHrement of his old 

fnend.t 

Ou the Idth of December 18S7, all the troops at Agn 
were tinder anna to do honour to the departure of Sir 
Chaxlet Metcalfe. On the last day of the old year he 
joined the camp of the Gorenior-tjeneral at Cawnpore, and 
on the following day a Govenunent notification annormced 
that he had receired the ttnction of the Goremor-General 
to relmqmah his charge of the office of Lieutenant 

* Whwi, CQ tJie lUl of ibo 8IUi Empire the ptoper ty of Ibmjeet 
and hii deacwbjflitti fSl into the handj of tbeBritiah coaqoenwa, 
there was finmd fai the royal trauare-hjoae ■ poctral^ 

which had been presented to the Uahandah tn 1808, with an 
faucrfptian ai the back, faidirating the intonrt and with 

which be regarded the originaL Tho plctore la i»w In the p«- 
aeariem of a menber of Lord MetcaUbt AmDy to whom it wia 
preaenled by Lord IklhoQiie. 

t A cCT^fl den tUI eneJosare eiprmcd an aniiiiB deaiTO that 
lletcalfe n rigfa t be present at the approaching interriar between 
fianjeet and Lord Auckland. “After that,” said the llaht 
wjah, “ you nu/ do as jtra Hke." 
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Governor of the North-West Provinces “ The Govemor- 
GWeral,” it was added, “is pleased to direct that Sii 
ciarles Metcalfe shall continue to receive all the honours 
duk to the station of Lieutenant-Governoi, and that the 
ofilcers of his personal staff shall remain attached to him 
until he may finally vacate that office by his embarkation 
forjEurope ” 

As he continued his march towards the Presidency, 
numerous demonstrations of respect and attachment greeted 
the |departmg statesman At Allahabad, to which place a 
steamer had been despatched to convey lum from that 
point to Calcutta, a pubhc meetmg was held The address, 
which was then voted, emphatically spoke of his judicious 
measures for the relief of the distressed population dming 
the famine-year, and his strenuous exertions to obviate the 
threatened scourge of the preceding- one Soldiers and 
cmhans, merchants and tradesmen, Europeans, natives, 
and Eurasians umted to do him honour And at the head 
of the hst stood the name of that excellent pubhc servant, 
Mr R M. Bird, who had laboured so assiduously under 
him m the great work of revenue settlement 

His residence m Calcutta was brief, but from first to 
last it was a great ovation He had taken his passage for 
England in a Bristol ship, called the St George* The 
vessel was to sail on the 15th of February The mterval, 
though brief, was a busy one Entertainment followed 
entertainment — address followed address The cold season 
had been one of unusual ammation, and Metcalfe anived 
to find the social energies of his friends weU-mgh expended 
by the constant demands that had been made upon them 
by oft-repeated festivities But his presence was a signal 
for renewed exertion There were Metcalfe dinners, and 

* His sister — ^Slrs Smythe — ^was resident at Clifton, and he was 
anxious to proceed at once to her residence, without the delay of 
passing tlirough the metropohs 
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Metcalfe balle, Kid Metcalfe mectmgs and no one ttis 
contented who hjd not drnnk, or danced^ or epoken in 
hcmonr of the “ honeatert Btateimen w« hare ercr had,"* 
and the moet hosptable and loreable of men.” 

Among other entertainments that were gircn to him, 
■wo* one in eipoaal celebration of the fireedom of the press. 
The Free Pr^ Dinner had now become on annirenaiy 
fitftiTal in Calcutta but thu was the first and lost ocoasion 
on which the libeiator himself graced it with his prcsmce. 
Some long aod able speeches were now made, and there 
was no lack of enthnsiasm ond applanso. But thej who 
expected that Metcalfe would speak ont freelj on the 
subject of the press law and his retuemeirt from the public 
•emce, were gneronalj disoppomted. "Wlicni he rose to 
speak, there wu a bum of enthusiasm so loud and so long- 
protracted thflt a iTLAn of moch leas ■pngTHilrty might well 
hare been or e rconia. He smd little and that bttle under 
the mfiuenee of deep emotioo. In truth his answer to the 
Agra oddrttt wts a suSaent reepouse to aH such demon 
strations and, perhaps Metcalfe intended that it should 
serre as a quittance m fodl of all mimT»r obligations. 

At other public entertainments ha was equally concise 
in hiB thanksgmnga. A pnbUo boH was giren to h^m 
the Town Hall a few days before his departure npd then 
the enthusiasm of the ladiee at Calcutta, who cared little 
about the liberation of the press, kept pooe with t}int of 
their lords. The aftep-supper oddresKS forth many 

tears. It was Metcalfe s last meeting with the society of 
the capital in which he was so well Imf m n nrif^ gp mnoh 
belored One mcident which distingmahed jt is worthy 
of record. It will nerer be forgotten bj thoeo who aat in 
the banquet room on that Fobnmpy night After the 
health of Sir Charles MetcoHe drunk and he 

had returned thanks m due courie, Captam Taylor of the 
Speech of Mr Tlieodciro Dickena. 
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Madras arm},’' rose rincxptctcdl}', and plo]) 0 ^cd llie licdlli 
of the guest of the e^emng is tlic ‘‘ Soldici of Deog ’’ 
I^Iany then heard for the first tune how, thiit} -tlncc years 
before, )oung Charles I\rctc.alfc had buckled on his s\\ord 
and entered the breach anth the leaders of the storming 
party But it a\as a lesson in lustoi} uhich uill neier be 
forgotten It IS impossible to describe the sensation iihich 
it produced in au assembly already excited to enthusiasm, 
so man}* of the components of uhich ucrc followers of the 
great profession of arms 

Iiletcalfe was a true soldier, and it pleased him to be 
thus honoured But it was as a cnilian that he h id made 
his reputation, aud his brethren of the Cnil Sen ice were 
honourably proud of him On the day before his depar- 
ture, a deputation waited upon him with an address 
expressive of the dcsiie of the members of the Cml 
Service “ to mark, by a pubhc testimonial, the lespect 
wluch the}' entertained for his eminent private Aiitucs; 
the admiration wnth which they regarded his pubhc career; 
and their sense of the honour which had been leflcctcd 
upon the service at large by the distinction which had 
been achieved by one of its members ” The testimonial 
was to be “ a diamond star of the order of Knighthood, by 
which the late King so justly acknowledged theaalue of 
his semces” Such a tribute was, as Metcalfe said, 
“beyond measure affecting ,” and w'hen he added, that he 
should ever chensh such a mark of their esteem, he 
uttered no mere stereotyped formality. There was found 
in his will especial mention of his “ diamond star coUar.” 

On the 15th of February, 1838, Sir Charles Metcalfe, 
after an absence of thirty-eight yeais from England, set 

He had come round to Calcutta on a Post-office commission 
He was a man of great energy and abihty, and when he died — as 
he did soon afterwards — the State lost one of its most promising 
servants 
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lus &oe toTTUrdj hu natiTe land.* A nmnaronj party of 
fhendi Trent to tlie place of embarkation to bid him a 
Anal adieu, and to waft after him tbeir parting bene 
ibrtinrm- It wcToId be a poor oommon place to ay that he 
“ left a gap behind him. It u sufficient to state that — ^he 
went. 

As I write, sixteen years have passed airay amca 
Metcalfe embarked on board the ship SL Qeor^ But his 
memcFry is as fireah m the affections of the people of India 
as though he had but yesterday departed fiom airmrig 
them. He left bdhind him a great and a cherished name. 
It IS a common thing when it is asked vrhat Metcalfe did 
for Indio, to ansrrer that he liberated the Indian press 
The next question ought always to be horr bo attamed the 
posiUon which enabled him to liberate the Tnilian press. 
I am not likely to und<3Tate the advantages of a free 
press. But it is not m this, or m any one mdividnal 
measure, tbat we are to look for the materials of his <*rnii 
as an Indian ftntefUuuL It Tras not what he did at any 
one titTiA, but what he ttbs oontinoally doing that entitled 
him to the gratitude of mankind. Separate acta of states 
manship are loet m the oneness and oompletenesi of his 
character as a statesman. Ho tcto by the force and 
coniisteooy of his personal character to the highest post 
which ho could occupy m the GoTcrnment of India. He 
had set his face steaikstly fiwm his very boyhood torrords 
the acquisition of nce-regal porrer and di^ty and he 
attained it, not by any acta of epasmodio pn p r ^ but by a 
life of sustained earocstoass, unintermittnig labour and 
undanoting intcgnty In every ntnatioti in which he had 
been placed he had acquitted him—lf well, because iio had 
always cddrcticd him self to the work beforo Vnm -mth a 
high sense of the respotmbflity of hu Tocabon, and a 

ITU fBeod and t e eirt sjy C^grtain J M. Ocxinsoo sccom- 
ponled hfap- 
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brave resolution to do what he conceived to be right ■with 
all the poiver inth •which God had gifted him, Avhatei ci 
might be the opinions ot others, and whatever the sacrifice 
of self That his abilities vcrc of a high order is not to 
be questioned , but it was not the quickness of his parts 
so much as the courage and the honesty iihich c\ei 
employed them in the right direction, that lay at the loot 
of his success 

A more straightforward politician nevci Ined He 
estabhshed his reputation, as a diplomatic officer, very 
early in life , but in one sense he was no diplomatist He 
could not tread in any crooked ways In this respect his 
Indian career, of which I am now writing, furnishes a 
remarkable practical negation of the common belief, that 
much concealment and much deceit are necessary con- 
ditions of diplomatic success Although his contests were 
with men whose ordinary weapons were falsehood and 
fraud, his "victones were ever gained by the innate force of 
truth Whilst his opponents were wandering in all sorts 
of devious paths, he went straight to the point, unmasked 
their cunning, and shamed them by his openness and 
sincerity, la the camp of Runjeet Singh, where a more 
brilliant and a more experienced man might have immersed 
himself m failure, the boy-ambassadoi laid the foundation 
of his fame His success was the result mainly of the 
straightfoi-wardness of his dealings But in this, as on 
other occasions, an important handmaiden was found in 
the fine temper of the man He was as free from 
mahgnity as he was from guile Under great proimcation 
he was cool and forbearing , and no one ever gained an 
advantage over him by disturbing the just balance of his 
mind He had never a hasty word to recall, or a hasty 
action to regret He was prompt to act , not quick to 
determine He sent in his final resignation of the service 
immediately on the receipt of the India House letter, 
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■wlucli lie belieTed to be ■tirtnaUj a condenmatccy one 
but all throngh the yenr ho had been conaideniig how he 
ohotild act m the erent of the receipt of enoh a letter 

The rtnughtforwardaesa irbich n distinguiahed hia 
TTMTifil^ TTTiB a conspionons featnro oIjo in hia intellcctnnl 
character THa despatches and mmntEa were erer remark- 
able for their directnen of purpose. It tras his wont to 
■mulrp up hij mind thoroughly on any giren subject, and 
to state hia Tiewt cleaily and distinctly without any gloss 
of oomiiDfitta and. reacrratioQa. He was of too fiairieM 
nT>d manly a notore to be contmoaHy thintmg of leaving 
for some loop-hole of retreat. He did not know 

what it was to trim. And he never left his meoinng to be 
guessed aL Among all the oainberless letters despatches 
and mmntes which Bletcalfe wioto during hia connection 
with tho Gomrnment of I do not remember to hare 
chanced upon an obsenre sentence If language was given 
us for the concealment of our thought!, no man erer rnadp 
a worse use of It than Choiies Theophilis MftcaHe. 

There was a aimplioity— 4 maanreoess, in his public 
writings and m hu political conduct very charactenstio of 
the man. Ha did not trouble himself with secondary 
cncin derations, or cDoamber great question! with petty 
detoils. Lord William Bentmch said of him — He never 
cavilled upon a trifle end never yielded to me on a point 
of importance. In this single sentence is sKn the secret 
of his snccca — tho very germ of his great reputatKm. 
Some men rm i take tnflet for points of importance, niid 
waste their Umo in tho strennoxu idlpnw^ of canToasing 
them. Metcalfe never made a mistake of this kmd. Ho 
had a rcmarknblo iocnl^ of divesting great qnestianfl of 
qL needless encumbrances, and tnAVTTt^ himitfJf thoroughly 
understood. Some of hia Tmtinn Btate-papers an models 
cf this massiTO snnphoity When in 1825 the compE- 
cstwn of sfiaiT! at Bhur^xm caused great doubt and 
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uncertainty regcarding tlie course to be pursued by tbo 
Bntisb Grovemnient, Metcalfe lu a feiv pitliy sentences 
placed tbe wbole question so clearly before the Governor- 
General and his councillors, that all doubt and hesitation 
vanished before a brief statement of the case, so plain and 
unsophisticated that the reader is almost tempted to 
exclaim that a child might have written it. But it was 
this very child-hke directness that was so cogent an 
instrument in his hands It was a pebble from the brook 
— ^the brook of truth — that brought down the gigantic 
Philistine 

It was this directness of purpose, too, that shaped all 
the external circumstances of his Indian careei. Prom 
the very first he resolved that he would adhere to the 
pohtical, or diplomatic, line of the pubhc service, and 
from this resolution he never departed. No man of his 
tune had a larger knowledge of the native states of India 
No man knew better how to deal with the native chiefs 
And no man was ever held in higher estimation by them 
They respected his great qualities, though sometimes 
exercised to their disadvantage , and knew if his vigour 
were inconvenient to them, that they could confide in 
his justice and always rely upon his truth He did much 
to elevate the British character at all the native courts , and 
was inwardly respected even by those whose corruption he 
exposed, and whose avarice he baffled 

He never indulged m any inflated talk about the wrongs 
of the people; but he set himself steadily at work to 
redress them He was a philanthropist in nothing so 
little as in words He abstained from anything like 
grandiloquent professions , but the practice of his hfe was 
in accoi dance with the purest prmciples of benevolence 
As a member of the Government, he was generally on the 
side of the people ; as an mdividual, he gave hberal 
encouragement to every institution that was calculated to 
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promote thax interestB Hb •wo oppoted to too much 
interferenoo 'with the anaent magei of the people, but 
It UTii a diicninmating opposihom He 'WM eager, for 
exomple, to Tnnintfiin in'nolate the Tillage cornmumties, 
•which he believed to be toch important axnolianea to the 
eeoxmty and proepenty of the agnonltnnil popolation but 
he TTij wnhng to incur some nik, m the csnae of humanity, 
for the luppresnon of the abominable nte of suttee 

It -would be a miatahe to endeavour to enhance the 
merit of Charlea Metcalfe a nicoess by saying that mrouni 
ttanoea irsre hostile to him, thut he rose to eminence 
In spate of obstacles which would have kept down other 
mem The truth u that circomatwnoes were in his larour 
I hare had nothing to record of those emly hardships 
which, a few yean before Metoahe ■ entrance into public 
life teed, as m a ftmaoe the eadurance of man stmggling 
&a tame and fortune. It is interest] ng to reed or to benr 
of a Munro tho moftim to ppUTode himitplf with a 

pillow or a blanket'^f a Malofilro starring in aeeret, 
because ho vrould not borrow money to buy himself a 
dinner — of a Tucker disputing -with the rats for the pos 
■esdon of a miserable cellar Aletcalfe hid no such tnals 
at the outset of his career Everything went prosperously 
•with him from the first. When ha -wns a boy he wrot e 
in hii CammoQ place Book, nmnnjj other passage, the 
suggestiTeness of which will be batter appreciated by 
those who turn back to them after thny have follo'wed 
Metcalfe s career to the end snd mndw close 
-with his character — ” He is the most clever -who is best 
able to profit by good fortune when it to hum” 

It was his good fortune to be the son of on East India 
Director to bo patrunited in early life by Lord 1761108167 
and always to have an mflncntial at Conrt. By 

this good fortune he -was well “able to profit. One 
GvTuiuor-GcDeral after nrmp u ^ recognised hu nbilitief, 
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and evei in tlie most critical conjuncture sought liis 
assistance and advice All, nutli one exception, continued 
to regard him, long after their ofl5cial connection had been 
severed, mth the strongest feehngs of admiration and 
affection To the success of every admimstration under 
Avhich he served he largely contributed It is not always 
that the impression of men’s minds is stamped most m- 
dehbly on the ciicumstances of the times when they occupy 
the highest stations It often happens, on the other hand, 
that flieir most enduring actions are those to which 
another’s name is given in the history of the world There 
are many names which more frequently occur to the 
annahst of our Indian Empne durmg the first thirty- 
eight years of the present century , but there is no one 
man who had really a larger share m shaping the events 
•tthich are the staple of history, or who did more m his 
generation to make our Anglo-Indian Empire what it is, 
than Chailes Theophdus Metcalfe 
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CHAPTER X 

[1835—1839 ] 

PERN HILL 

rerldted — Hetalft • rcccptkm — Realdfoce at Pan Hill— 
ExpotM cf liTtng — BmnooTBd ApiWntmait to Boml»y — The 
B«t Id PtriUmart — Ollbr of th® Q onjruu qrt of Jtmalcd — 
Ftrewdl Bntertalnmffiti — ^l>«p®rtDre fttr the Wett Inffita. 

Il the liTM of eome man ft long sea voyoge u a 111*151:, 
Ko pennd coaI<^ b« a bUnt m the life of Charles UetCftlfe. 
8o long ftj there were httman beings orutrad him, there 
WSJ scope for the ertmase some of hu finest 
qoflhbes, 

Id that beitlpciTticncifftcoodttifiOinit 
HU little n«iT^^ tn iT WDfmbCTed urti 
Of cherft^ and krra 

And yet they were not “ tmremwnbcred,*’ Hia orer 
flawing kmdnees and coortesy towards all cm boerd the 
SU Georgia down to the yomigest tailor boy m the ship 
are still hdd m grateful recolleotioiL It was oontmtuDy 
his study to contribute to the happm^s of his feUow 
Yoyagen ,* and when the passage, a brief and proeperona 

Apwog the f MCP gen on booni tl^ Otaryt -was Djeo 
Sombre, the tdoptrf ton and hatr of the Be^nm Sionroo, who had 
held ITrtcalfe tn such hlf^ ettlimricai wboi be was Resident at 
MhL TUds gesitleoan had takai hU iftaaafe fbr En^and In 
another Teseel, bot upon haring that fflr Chariei Hetonllfc was 
gotng home tn tb* SL Qeer^ be gar® np Ids panage at a largo 
pecaoUrj aacrlflee, and anbatktd on bturd that reascL After 
hU tetTnn to Engimd, bo wrote to led/ AiTihrmV»i^ Jletcal&'a 
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one, was concluded, all classes addressed liim, eacli after 
I its kind, in language of grateful affection and respect He 
gave freely to all who had rendered any assistance to 
himself and his dependents , and there were some, then 
met on board for the first time, who excited an interest in 
him which only ceased with his hfe 

Before the end of May Charles Metcalfe, after an absence 
of thirty-eight years, again planted his foot upon Enp-hsh 
sod He landed at Bristol, and proceeded at once to his 
sister’s residence, and for a little tune was in the enjoy- 
ment of perfect peace. 

His reception in England was all that Ins affectionate 
heart could desire And it was aU that his ambition 
craved The remaining members of his own family were 
few , but many of his old Indian friends had preceded him 
to the home of their childhood, and were now eager to 
extend to him a hand of welcome * Letters of affectionate 
congratulation on his safe return poured in from all parts 
of the country Every one who had known him m the 

sister, saying that, under the behef that Sir Charles could not “ he 
so comfortable as his station m hfe entitled him to be, and as he 
(Dyce Sombre) had more than he wanted for himself, he would be 
too happy to make Sir Charles a loan of twenty or twenty-five 
thousand pounds, payable m Calcutta, to be repaid at his con- 
vemence And for which,” added the writer, “I pledge my honour 
that I will expect no return of any kmd whatsoever ” The letter 
in which this splendid ofier was made was docketed by Metcalfe 
dechned with thanks ” 

* Among others, his old fiaend J W Sherer wrote to congratu- 
late him on his arrival, saymg, “Your declaration m Writer’s- 
buildmgs, that your aim should be nothmg below the Governor- 
Generalship, occurred to me m full force, and gave nse to many 
thoughts as to the purposes of Providence respectmg any mdividual 
bemg mdicated by his early bias to this or that object You, my 
dear fhend, have attamed your object, and doubtless have long 
been m a condition to admit that 

‘He builds too low who builds below the skies ’ ” 
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Etft, TTM now eigcr to embrace him in the Wert. It 
wu pleasant to at least that he had not grown ont 
of then remembrance. 

He remained at CU/ton till the middle of Jime after 
which he spent a few daja at Richmond with Lady Ash 
brooke, and thence proceeded to the metropolis. Ifhehad 
desired to renew hia boyish recollectiona of a London 
season he could not hare had a better opportunity Ixm 
don was m on mmsoal state of fiuhionable excitement. 
Preparatians were then m an advanced atage of progreaa 
for the coronation of oor youthJhl Queen. The great 
capital was nnwontedly full and erory one was m a state 
of expectancy But the speotaole orcr the excitement 
passed away and then he saw London and its people in 
their crery-day coetnme. 

From many of Che leading statesmen of the day Metcalfs 
recerred toarked attentioa. Fust one member of the 
hUniitry thoi another sought his acquaintance. From 
serertl of his oU masters the Directors of the East India 
Compony he met with a cordial reception. But nothing 
gratified him so much os tho renewal of personal inter 
co ur se with Lord Wdletleiy Thor first meeting was a 
ramarkablfi one. The Duke of Wellington was with his 
brother and for a while the three talked orer old timee, 
and exchanged their recoDeebons of the many stirring 
militniy and diplomabo moldantj of the first great 
war * 

After some little time spent in necets^y taonfloes to 
society Hir Charies Metcalfe took up his abode on hzs 

It b Knrree of regret that I hare not been tide to find 1117 
Mtss^sst, nndsr ewa itad, aftii fiiierort&g meeOiw 

He wrote til the dre nm Ut nee t of U to hit frieod and carropon- 
dent, tho bto Colooel John Scthariuid, but I hare not beoi able 
to dbeoTBT wiuU has become of the papers of that nrooh-Iameoted 
officer 
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paternal estate of Fern Ihll, near '\Yindsoi. It need 
scarcely bo added, that lie iras soon surrounded by liis 
friends He had transplanted to the avoods of Berkshire 
the exuberant hospitality of AUiporc and Garden Reach 
jilis house ■was continually cioiidcd ith visitors , and he 
soon began to find that the repose and retirement which he 
sought w ere not mtlun Ins reach 

He complained of the unsatisfactoiy life winch ho was 
compelled to lead at tins time It was, indeed, a strenuous 
idleness extremely distasteful to him He was wasting 
both Ins time and his money on what afforded him no 
pleasure, and often caused him some self-reiiroach In 
truth, he had not long occupied the family mansion before 
he began seriously to contemplate the expediency oftbreak- 
g up Ins establishment, taking a smaller house, and 
leducing Ins expenditure Ho was famihar with the 
charges attending the most princely st 3 deoflmng in India, 
but he had no conception of the expenses of a “gentleman’s 
establishment in England ” He wdiose purveyor had 
charged him for 3,000 eggs used on the occasion of a single 
Calcutta entertainment, stood aghast before the indefimte 
waste of the “ servants’ hall ” 

The career of such a man as Charles Metcalfe supphes 
many great lessons , but none greater than that of the true 
uses of wealth He had returned to England wnth a 
moderate fortune, only a part of winch had been acquired 
in the East Has paternal inheritance, which under skilful 
husbandry had been fructifymg for a quarter of a centuiy, 
was, I beheve, the real “ Pagoda-tree ” which it was now 
his privilege to shake And he did not hke to shake it 
mto the plush pockets of fastidious flunkeys He could 
not be happy whilst he was expending his income on 
“ what IS termed hving ” He desued a large margm to 
enable him to reheve the wants of others to whom Provi- 
dence had been less bountiful. Twenty-eight years before, 
VOL n I 
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tfi wntten to lua *00^ Sin. Monson, thAt te Troold 
“ nerer consent to speod all hii inoomo on dnmen snd 
balls, honsea, coaches, and aervanta.” “ Money,'’ he added, 
“ was made for better uses, and, by God's grace, I hope to 
apply mine to some of them."* And noir that the ftrturo 
of irhich he then spake had become the present, he 'irrote 
inth remarkable oonnstenoy, in the same atmm, to the 
same bdored correapondent 

** I am not sure that I ahalT erer tee yen again at 

Pem Hull fbr I bare aarloo* thooghts of ahondocing it. Imnst 
cither do that, or change tnj mod* of IMng If I do the lattar — 
that la, If I mutt refrain ftw aeotng Tojfrleodi, of vhat ttaelta 
large booae and eatabUthmak to me t ^ pi ea nut toj expeoSiture 
threatau to exceed zoj maana, or at kaat to ahiKS'b them to 
entire^ u tolearelittla orDOtbing ftar the beat mo of afliiisace — 
ad tta nce to thoae in need of SHJ, AW 183*.] 

"tAel a rebutance to abandem Pan HID nUch mahes ms 
hedtata The dl ft p ai ae vntild be thte-'Hoe I shaD alnya hare 
• rtruggleto ksepexpoidlmreirithln inocme, artd tbe gnater part 
cfmjmeana vfQbeipaitlaa vutafol manner byKTraatAuI 
do dM poaaea the art of tpanagemapt, lesrlog little or nothing to 
do good to othen Trlth. Hlaewher^ M I rtaUj Toqoire Uttie for 
iBj on cot Dft trt and n m itnm fArimir 1 ahonld be compaimliTelj' 
rich, and haro ninch more for the me of other* irhiefa is Dartainly 
the moatgtatliyingmectfabtDHlanca. IhareiwprcK 

tjwet of coming into PirtlaiDeQt, hot iroahl gladly anhrace any 
boooorable opportmiltyaf derothigthB rwnaindar of my Hfb tothe 
aarrlno of my eotmtiy In that aphen of actioeu** — T-TVa JJtH 
Jam e, 1839 ] 

“ T hffre made np my mhid to port vith Pern HUl irlKneTer I 
can make an azruganent for U to my Hy nojoas 

&r quitting a« tbeao *--111x117 the openae of Bring here li too 
great, there bdng, In my irplntan, more, aatlilkctaTy and better 
mei fbr what inccane I hare than apandlng it aD On the mere eating 
and drinklDg of a huge hodie and e*laUliIao«it Seccodly the 

Bfb b not auited to my dbpodtkm I •honld Hke grttter qnlet 
and re tlre nfcti and the oocaakaial enjoymecit of aitbctkaiate 


ToL I, page 143. 
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soclct^ ns a treat, A contiminl and inccssnnt svicccssion of com- 
pany IS too much for mo Tlnrdlv, tlic only remedy Is flight, for 
neither can I reduce my establishment nhilc I In cm tins house, 
nor can I shut my doors avhilst 1 liare accommodation for frieuds 
Elscn here, if I continue a jiriN ate man, I can be more rotu-ed, and 
retirement is best suited to my nature Elscivherc I could In c, I 
think, anth sufllcient hospitality on a fourth of avhat I should 
spend here, audasllinveno desire to lioard, the difTorenco may, I 
trust, be made more beneficial to others than it can ho ivhilst 
arnsted on a lory, discontented ostahhsbmcnt-* If I go into Parlia- 
ment, n-lucli I shall do if I hai e an opportunity, the only alteration 
m my present plans anil he, that I must reside for sea en or eight 
months in London , and so far depnve mj self of retirement for the 
sake of pubhc dutj’’ ” — [jPern Hill, Feb 25, 1839 ] 

Idleness antliout leisure — obscurity aautliout retirement — 
were conditions of life not likely to have many attractions 
for a man of Metcalfe’s temperament , and before lie had 
been long in England be began to sigh either foi a hermit- 
age or ibe llooi of the House of Commons Another 
destmation, hoavever, seems to have been fixed foi him by 
hisfnends The Government of Bombay avas about to 
become vacant, many named him for the succession, and 
some suggested that be should apply for it Among the 
latter aaas a friendly member of the Court of Directors, to 
whom Metcalfe avrote from Fem Hill m October 

“ I thank you smeerely for your kind suggestion I recognise 
in it the same friendly spirit that has, on several important 
occasions, taken a generous interest m my avelfare I haa e no 
hesitation m commnmcatmg to you in confidence all the sentiments 
that I entertain on the subject, but I do not avish the commumca- 
tion to go beyond yourself, not thatl should affect any concealment 
if I arere questioned, hut because I do not, imasked, ansli to make 
knoavn any of these feefings First, I have no mtention of making 
nny tender of my services — other avords, of askmg for the 
appointment I avonld not do that if I desired the Government of 
Bombay in the greatest possible degree Second, I have no 
expectation that it aviU be offered to me, but if it avero, and the 
offer avere made on personal grounds — that is, as a faa our to me, 
or as a compensation for the loss of the Government of the 

I 2 
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ProdieiKy of A^n, I lihoQld be gimtefol ftr the coBJpll- 
maxt, Irot •honld refpectfbUy decline the ippotntnient, hartog do 
deilre on mj own acccsmt to trtcra to the pcbllo wrrice In lDdb^ 
beaxne igaht engaged in the cans Gomsunent. Tbbd If 
the offs were made on {mblle groonda — that li, In e rntnoer vUch 
hspQed that baefit to the pnbUo intsrecta wu contemplated in 
mf Twrrfnarifm ^ I tbould co^deT mjadf bound to accept hj and 
ahmld do 10 with pilde and pleamr^ and derote mjtelf to the 
talk ai Icmg ai mj Mfrkn might be acceptable and 107' bealth 
lalti brJdinu It to be ercej inAO*k dntj to obej the all of hla 
conntij wbra be can do to wfthont ffleordH ; b^ In that caie I 
tbould think It indhpenaablefiir mj credit that I tboold, is another 
mpect, be placed In the aante poaltkm In which I wat when I wat 
Qerremor of Agra, and when I qtdtted India that la, that I ihoold 
he prorliiciimltj appointed to take the cOce of OoieTum-Oeneral 
on an aoddental racancj not wHh anj rlew to the pennanent 
rocc catl oo to that port, but aadj that I might not be lower In 
that reapect I wat daring the hurt three or ftmr Team o^ 107 
bTgune terrke in India. I hare old all thla In arte that 7011 
me/ malerTtand ^117 how I ftelt knt 1 ahall be amprlaed if 
I recehe an7 ■■'ffir ( and I e«rtaln}7 than not make 1317 ippU 

The Gorenunent of Bomh^ troe oonfetred on Sir Jnmea 
Gantao and in Norember, Metcalfe wrote to hie wimt 
Aa a proof of the tittle Idrire that one hat fbr inTthIng thla 
letter waa coamnotad Tcaterdaj at Fern EIQ, and atopped became 
I waa obUged to go to dinner and la now ecetlaiied at Bt Gcorgw^ 
Hotel in Albanarie-atreet, beevoae I hare erwru. in tCMia7 to dfa>a 
with the Director* and meet the new Goremcr of Eonil«7 »hq, I 
am happ7 to ia7 h not ni7*eli: BmA the office bear offcred to me 
In a manner that would hare made It oedhahio to ii» to accept it, 
I mlj^t baTt, and aboold hare, h 07 dut7 to do aoi but aa no 
oflfer whalerer waa made, n^ conadense la dear Ihnn an7 aelf 
reiiroech,andIam^thattt la aa It la, fcr I hart no wlah to 
return to India, and mte again on the cara oC OoTomniert." 

The chenahed object of Metcalfe a ambiticm had long 
been a wot in the House of Commona. He had drecont of 
It m the Eton cloiaten and talked of it at Delhi and 
thought of it on board the Sl Oeaye. It irould not aecn 
that , to a man with a high reputation arwl the commniid of 
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100,000/, tlierc A\as nny great difliculty lu the ^\ay of 
obtaining such an object as this Indeed, he "very soon 
found that, to become a British senator, there "was little 
more to do than to pay tlie money and to take his seat 
He had scarce!}^ landed at Biistol before a lettei came to 
him fi om the House of Commons, saying that he might 
haic I\Iaidstone for 3,000/ But he looked askance at 
this kind of trading, thought that he might come m time to 
represent a purei consUtuenc} , and he declined the offei . 
Other places ivere aftenrards suggested to him He A\as 
asked. 111 the e^ cut of a dissolution 17111011 was then expected, 
to stand for Beverley on the Libeial interest, but he 
dechned, on the ground tliat he ii ould not oppose his old 
Calcutta friend, Janies "Weir Hogg Then Leeds was 
suggested to him, iiith an assurance that ]\Ir Macaulay, 
iihom also he iiould not oppose, did not puipose to present 
himself to the coustitueucy of that place , but he shiank 
back from the thought of the huge amount of sohcitation 
that the canvass would involve His friends, finding him, 
perhaps, a httle mti actable, i\ere obliged to represent that^ 
11 ithout buying or sohciting, there was small chance of his 
obtaimng a seat in such an assembly as the House of Com- 
mons And it uas, doubtless, undei the conviction of the 
force of such representations, that he frequently wrote, at 
this time, that he had no chance of obtaming a seat m 
Parhament 

But as the year 3839 advanced, there really appeared 
to be some prospect of securmg a seat, without any great 
sacrifice of self-respect Though neither money-payment 
nor solicitation could be altogether avoided, it seemed that 
an entrance to the House of Commons might be found 
without di awing largely on either the purse or the pnde 
of the Nabob Loid William Bentinck was then member 
for Glasgow Has faihng health required that he should 
mthdraw from public hfe , and he felt that it would be a 
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folace to "him in lufl retirement, if ■pored to enjoy »ny 
earthly ioUce, to think that ho had been succeeded by 
fuch a man aa hu old coUeogue. Their opmaons on 
queabona of domettlQ pohey were nearly identicaL I 
presume that it la right to describe Jlctcalfe aa a " HadicaL” 
He had not been long m Ttn gUnd before he pubhahed an 
nnonymona pamphlet, entitled “Friendly Adrice to the 
Con ser r ative a,"* in rrhlch he declared hnnafJf unrejerredly 
ogainat Protestant aaoendani^ in Ireland the contmnanoe 
of corn-duties and church rates and the finahty of the 
Eeform BilL "With equal anphaau ho pronounced his 
opxniona in Civunr of rote by baDot, short parliaments, 
and the exclusion of the bishops from the House of Lords.'j' 
These opinions were not unlikely to reoommend him to 
the electon of QlaagOTr who had returnad Lord WiThsJO 
Befitinok to Parkamoit and the l up por t of that respected 
nobleman and his oonddentul agent was calculated also to 
contribute largely to hletcaUe t snccesa. 

In the fpnng of there was, therefore renDy good 
prospect erf his mcceeding Lord ‘Wilham Denhnck in the 
lep rea e ntnfaoa of Glaaffow but the rteccs sa iy arrange- 
ments proceeded so slowly that the wrote from 

H« vrulu, sIk) in 163S, another pamphlet on the pajment of 
the hstlonal Debt 

t It Is right, howerer to add, that Jletcal* iras a member and 
not a hikewTinn merober of the Church of liglandj but he 
helleTed that tmirenal Jostlee was gnster f>i«n ui exdnstre 
Chureh. “ As a mesabv of the CJnnch of Enfland,” he irrote, 
“ I hsTo DO wish that the Omrdj iliould ho Injured. I yield to 
no one in rexcrence fbr the bishops snd cJeByroen, or In admira 
tico of tlrtir qualWei and Ttrtnea. I am Trilling to eontribnto my 
■hire fcr the support of our Church in nmUm4Tit«i^ wealth and 
prosperityi and if any other religion wero to r^im orer th« 
predotninsnee which she asaerts oxer othen, Iwcmld do my utmeat 
to support her against soch pretensions. But jnitlca has a higher 
e fahn than eran attarfnQent to one’s own 0>np- h , and justice is 
agnfaat the prcdnmhmace of ocn reUgian orer othen," 
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Pans, -svliere lie liad been for some time residing, to say 
that be sbonld be obliged to proceed to England and cnt 
tbe Gordian Tcnot by a precipitate resignation But, alas 1 
it ivas cut in another ivay — sadder and more certain Tbe 
mortal adment, -wbicb bad long been -wearing a-way tlie 
life of Lord "Wilbam Bentinck, made sucb progress, that, 
before tbe end of tbe spring, be lay upon bis deatb-bed ; 
and in tbe month of June be -was earned to tbe grave 
By no one, not bound to him by tbe closest family tieSj 
Tvas this event more deeply deplored than by Sir Charles 
Metcalfe “ Tbe same blow,” be wrote in a letter of 
condolence to Lady Wibiam Bentmck, “ has depnved me 
of one of tbe kindest and best of friends Our country 
has lost one of its wisest statesmen and purest patriots, 
and tbe world one of the most -virtuous and admirable of 
mankind ” “ I should have ventured to entreat permission,” 
be added, “ to attend to the grave tbe most perfect man I 
have ever seen, if I bad known when and where tbe 
funeral would take place , but I apprehend that it was too 
late to make such a request when the sad mtelbgence 
reached me ” Nor were these mere expressions of kind- 
ness drawn from a warm heart -under tbe influence of a 
passing emotion His sober judgment confirmed what his 
affectionate nature dictated Tbe more be bad seen of 
Lord Wilbam Bentinck, the more be discerned, and the 
more be appreciated, bis fine qualities Never were two 
bonester men kmt together in bonds of tbe closest friend- 
ship " 

But it was not until three years bad passed away since 
the death of Lord WiUiam Bentmck, -that Metcalfe alto- 
gether knew bow firm a friend the departed statesman had 
been to him Then, in August, 1842, Lady Wilbam 
Bentinck sent him a copy of a letter which m April, 183G, 
her husband had addressed to Lord Melbourne, tbe Prime 
Mimster of the day ^ It contams tbe following passages, 
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■wlucli might, perluipi taTo b«ca uwerted in e better place 
thin thu, but ^rluch in any place irill be read mtb plea 
sure, n himourabJe ore they both to the imter and the 
subject of the letter ■ — - 

I Trlihed mf nmch to hare ttld a word to you bdhre I left 
Inodon respe ctin g the GoremnwDt of llidms, firm vHcli I 
b««r Bir Fredolek Adcm hi* dedrtd to be reUeredi bat I wu 
dliappcLliited. 

"Bj erwy feoDng of refird «nd respect, I hid /hit it my duty 
to urge upon &lr John HobhODSO and the autborUle* at the lodU 
House the great claim of Sr Charles Metad/h to that appoint 
TTifDt. On all these pcdnts I ftnmd a ready achnowledgmait of 
his great serttcas and nrperkir qualMcottcms i but, to my gtteC I 
Anind also the mne general consent that his laie meoiure on the 
Ihresa wu oouldered to oountertnlance oil these tUks to /hrmir 
aiwl <fi(tti>ctlOQ and to destroy his preteDskm to that preference 
whltti oil seemed disposed, if this unfbrtonate cttcuraitanee had 
not ooegged, to hare granted Mm. 

* 1 v e u t tif t to fanplar* you josttee M hit btftalf Let the worst 
postfbffl oonsttactiOD be put on this set, and the mottres of It, It 
ittrely OQ^t ttft to cost Into the shade iMrty-abc yeen uninuir 
rupted ssrrice In ths higbeft sppoliitinsDta, In which no man erer 
bm a higher diartctsr flzr Mgh^mtndrdpeis and unbiTonded IHto- 
roBty — fhr useAdoass and obDlty 

** It sems to hsre been hna^ned that he need not hare jwsd 
tny law upon this subject, and thst It might hare been left to bli 
■oc ce ssor But tbls s tivistah& Ibe mearme could not be 
defciyei Bdbre I left India, s nsolutkin passed Cooncll that the 
Law OjmmlsalOD whan aa^rahled. should propose a law haring 
5»ST*i ajplVatton thronghout India. BSr CSiarles did not t^lnV 
it Qcce*«ry to wait for this repeat I biTs heard tl»4, la the 
despatch to Bengal, an opinioo of mine Is glren as to the prori 
slcstt which this law shcald ccmtaln. This Is a j nero- 

recorded any precise o phil ci i upon this point, for tbo shnpfe r^sec 
that I had not ftnnied any Sir Clarle* had always the same 
oplnko upon the Prem. We to some re^wet* diflbred, bcit upon 
the BCccsilty of an tmmedk ts enactmeat, we should not haro 
dlssgieeiL I should not hats waited for my sncceasor any more 
than be has done, If I had been pceparod, a* fao was, to come at 
once to a copciniion. The power of legislating Is In th* Goao- 
efl of India— the necessity cf eitrdiing it existed— the right of 
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niutllinc tJio nets of the locil Go\crnincivt rest*; with the home 
nulhontic^ 

Trom the npi>Imi<o tint hn«; been bc^towiil m India npon 
this net, It nn\ be iimipmcJ tint Sir Clmrles i\as inlliioiiccd by 
theloioof popnhntj , but m his public career 1 think no nnn 
Ins shown pa'atcr rectitude of conduct, or more independence of 
mind 

“ I’m} c'cense tins lone appeal We served together for nearly 
seven vears His behaviour to me was t»f the noblest 1 md lie 
never cavilled upon a trifle, and never } itlded to mo on n point 
of importance ” 

Tlic representation of Glasgow* was v'acafed b}' the death 
of Lord William Bcnlinck But a lew* weeks before the 
occurrence of fins event a circumstance occurred which 
turned all Metcalfe's thoughts into a new channel, and 
made the prospect of a scat m Parliament a more remote 
contingency than ever On the 20th of June he wiote 
from Clifton to l\rrs Monson “Those who have sent me 
to Pans 01 to Ireland seem to have been wrong, for the 
-iUmighty ruler of all things seems to have ordained that I 
am to go to Jamaica "Who would hav*c thought of such 
a deslmaliou’ This proposal has been made to me, most 
unexpectedly, of course, ,on my part, by Lord Normanby, 
Secretarj* of State for tlic Colonies, and the post being one 
of honour, owing to the ditHcidties at piesent besetting it 
and the prospect of rendering important service, I have 
considered it a pubhc duty to undertake the chaige, and 
have accepted it without a moment’s hesitation I have 
risen in the East, and must set in tlie West — not, I hope, 
imder a cloud It is a curious destiny . . I 

broke up my estabbshment and took leave of Fern Hill 
on the 17th ” * 

It was on the 7th of June that Metcalfe’s old fiiend, 

* In April be had written to the same correspondent, from Fern 
TTill “ I shut up here in the hegmmng of June to look out for a 
hermitage I find more retirement necessary for my comfort than 
I could erer have here ” 
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JoHn EHiot,* c unv ^ejed to him a mcmge Trliicli ho 
hxid been charged by Lord Nornumby, then Secretary of 
State for the Colonies — a message to the effect that her 
Mfljes^s lEnlflien TTOuld be ^rell pleased by his accept 
anoe of the Goremment of Jamaica. The offer was not a 
ternptmg one. Thera Tras ererything, indeed, to deter 
ordinary men from tskmg npon themsdves snch sn office. 
He was innted to brave an nnheolthy climate to admi 
TTi*t eT the affairs of a dlaorgamsed Government and to 
grapple mth a convnlsed state of society And there 
rrere, on the other hand, to one who had been Governor 
General of Tnt^mj none of the conmicin mdneements to 
saenffee the ease end comfort of home and the manifold 
prmlegea of private life. But Metcalfe at once accepted 
the offer f He believed that be was wanted- The olairo s 
of the pnhlio temca were poramoTmt in his eyes. He 
wonld have gone anywhere— done anything under the 
oonvicdon that the State leqnued the aonfice from, lum 
find tb lit it was hu doty to mahe iL 

To the Colonial Secretary and indeed to nD the Mmisters 
of the Crown, Metcalfe s acceptance of the offer was mat 
gratifying Lord Homumby wrote at once to tupiess his 
pti sf a ct io n at fi nd ing that one, m whose toed public obn 
ractex be had so much confidence, “ bgrj been induced at 
once to accede to the proposal “I am sure " he added, 
“ that it win be in every way adruntagecroj to the great 
mtaresti at state, that the eiecution of this difficult tnsi: 
should bo entrusted to suoh hands." The indeed, 

The naiOTnhle John Emot, member for Eoilrarghsldrt. 
t The only doubt that suggested hsdf to Mm nro« oat rf Ms 
agotlstfans fbr the rirrescntstkm of Gla^t^ snd he did not, I 
bdieTe, finally accept the Jamaica Gorenmiait untfl be was 
assured that nctMng bad been done to render Mm otherwise than 
a free agent He had Incnrred, Indeed, no t«t of obBgatkm, 
tested by the moat dclkate scoae of honour to tale a sMgio step 
ftober In tdfance. 
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was one of extreme difficulty, and the hlimsters, who had 
thought only of seeming the service of the fittest man to 
whom they could assign it, rejoiced in the thought that 
India had opportimely sent them a statesman so -well fitted 
to the work 

The selection gave general satisfaction To the members 
of the Indian services who claimed Metcalfe as a comrade, 
it was especially gratifymg They felt a common pride 
m the appointment, and many declared that the comph- 
ment to their profession made them think better of them- 
selves * To the lepresentatives in England of West Indian 
mteiests it soon came to be equally satisfactory If some 
doubts perplexed them at fiist, they soon* learnt that Met- 
calfe was a man of fine temper and concihatory manners, 
httle likely to carry to the seat of his new Government 
foregone conclusions hostile to any class They learnt that 
he was just the man to proceed to the distracted Western 
island as a messenger of peace, to soothe social ammosities, 
and to reconcile conflictmg interests And the more they 
inqmred mto the character of the new Governor, the more 
reason they had to congratulate themselves on the choice 

Both were eager to testify their lespectfor the departing 
statesman The East Indians and the West Indians ahke 
mvited him to a farewell entertainment The former 
prepared their banquet at Wilhs’s Eooms There, on the 
30th of July, Metcalfe met many of his old friends and 
comrades , and others who Icnew him only by name, but 
stdl felt a deep personal interest in his success It was 
not one of the mcidents of his varied life which excited 
least emotion at the time, or was dwelt upon afterwards 
with the feeblest sensations of dehght One common 

* The selection of i Company’s servant for ffie government of a 
Crown colony was then a much rarer event than it has since 
become Perhaps I should not err if I added that its greater 
freq[uency m later days was the result of Metcalfe’s success 



flcntunciit animated all ’wHo ■were present. There wai 
never more cordiahty of heart — more iinttinty of utter an ce 
— fit any Trmilnr cntertainmeDt. It hns been said by a 
high anthority that there were some present on that 
occasion who thought leas of doing honour to their gneat 
thuT^ of gratifying their enrn craionty, and that some 
rerelatiani of Metcalfe a intended policy m jramaica Trere 
looked for on that rught, bnt nerer came. Bat it may be 
doubted "whether rach a feeling was encouraged at any 
part of the crovrded table at which hu Enit Indian friends 
were aaaembled. Their thoughts -were m the East, not m 
the "West They cored little about emandpoted negroes 
and propnetori of cigar plantatians. The labour ques- 
tion "vras nothing to icm ThcdT heorti were all with 
Charles Metcalfe, the aom&‘'time Indian caTilian. 

When, howerer the West Indiana, headed by Lord St. 
Vinoent, Sir Alexander Grant, and Mr Burge the CokmiiX 
Agent, mvitfii the Gorernor of Jamaica el^ to dine mth 
them at Elhrfa Hotel, it vrould haT© been strange if they 
had not denred some communication upon pomts of such 
Tital interest and importance to the majority of thooe vrho 
were assembled to do him honour Metcalfe on inch 
oocasioni ■wni always reserred and beyond general ex 
presaioQs of a desire to reconcile all classes m Jamaica, 
■was not Htely to have be® betr^ed intn much communi 
oatrveneai on this. But the ratertammmt ■was a prarate 
one, and its inddmts ore not, I behere, on record. 

At the East Twlian dinner there were present, as I have 
said many of Metcalfe s old friends comrades — -many 

bearing names distmgulihed in Indian history sinoo the 
commencement of the present century • Thera were 

Amoog otben, Lord Comtnroun, aitr Hidtard Joiites, Itt. 
Arthar Cote, Blr Chartes Grqy Bb Ctirk* TJ«WTn, and Sir 
Jmnrdah BrjinL Mr John Elliot, manber tor EaitwrBti*ldre, 
cne of Metcalfe's oldest frteidi, presided. 
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otliers, too, whom cucumstances pi evented from being 
present in the flesh, but who were "with the assembled 
party in spirit Many letters from emment men, deplonng 
their compulsory non-attendance, were addiessed either to 
the Chairman of the Dinner Committee, oi to Metcalfe 
himself The foUowmg letter from Lord Wellesley, which 
was read on the occasion, made a deep impression on all 
who heaid it — 

LORD WELLESLEY TO D C SMYTH, ESQ 

“Kingston House, Kmghishndge, July 26, 1839 

“ Sm — It would afford me smcere pleasure to accept the honour 
of the invitation which you have transmitted to me, but for a 
considerable tune past, I have declmed attendance on pnhhc enter- 
tainments 

“ No person can concur more cordially m the laudable object 
of the proposed entertamment Sir Charles Metcalfe was ongin- 
ally introduced mto that service, of which he now is a prmcipal 
ornament, under my special supenntendence and care, at a very 
early age, at the recommendation of his highly respectable father, 
my steadfast friend. His progress, of high distmction and honour, 
I have always regarded with the warmest interest, and with the 
most affectionate sohcitude, and the emment station which he has 
attamed m the estimation of the pubhc, is not only a gratification 
to my sentiments of finendship, but real matter of satisfaction and 
pnde to me 

“ The respectable body of gentlemen m whose name you have 
addressed me, are fully capable of appreciating my feelmgs on this 
occasion , among them I recognise with pleasure many distm- 
gnished names of the feUow-students of Sir Charles Metcalfe, and 
of my early assistants and fellow-labourers m the Government of 
India , the prmcipal stations m which by several of them were 
most honourably filled m the course of their career of service 

“ The choice of Sir Charles Metcalfe for the arduous Govern- 
ment of Jamaica is most creditable to those who have named him, 
and I have no doubt will prove highly beneficial to the Bntish 
Empire, and advantageous to the great cause of African emanci- 
pation, to which I have always been a smcere and anxious finend 

“ My most ardent hopes, wishes, and confident expectations of 
success, honour, and glory m this congenial enterprise, will ever 
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my tstcaaed pupil i irlicv I Irnit, irtn retnm from the 
West ladks irlth t repntitkn equal to that irhkh be eo jnttly 
aoxolred hi the £ut 

" I hare the boooor to be, dr 

TcFor laltliM cod obedleDt asraot, 

"WniBnJT 

Soon afterwardi Ijord Welletley wrote to Metcalfe tim- 
eelf m the same Btrain of goamoe aHmuataon*— 

LOHD WXLLESLCT to SB OTTiTO.ffa METOAUI- 

Sixte Axyvi, 1639 

"Ur Dam Bta Cnmua Ueromru, — ^Yonr appohitineot (» 
highly bonmirthlo to yon) to the Priry Cocmcll aflbrdi me the 
opportnidty aC repeating ta writing the congratnladooi which I 
hare already offered to yoa on the Tery dlattognMwil manner In 
wtdeh yoa hare been by bar Uijeaty to the ardaona and 
loteredlng dirOwi at tbe Gortronient of Jamaica. At thla znameit, 
■n d under all the «‘^ri- T^ >Trn+»Tv«»< of that Oonmnicnt, b !■ one 
t}w> iBOCt hsportaot hi tbe Britlah Emptr& It la a matter 

of eorllal joy cod aflbctloaate pride to me to wltnoi tbe deratkci 
of a penonage whoae great talaata and -rlrtnea hare been ctil 
tinted tmder my andou care^ and directed by my hand to the 
pnMle a u ri oo in lo&i wim, haring filled tbo firtt atation in 
tbe Goromment of that raat empire with iralrenal applame, hla 
merlta and eziltod reputation bare recomroeoded him to hla 
Ooto ' cl gn and hla cumitry ai tbe man beat qualified to ccamtm- 
raate tbe nobleet work erf bumanl^ juaUco, and ple^ erer 
attempted by any atate ahice the ftnmdatkm of drllixed lodety 
Ton bare been called to thli great charge by the free, nnaolkdted 
ebddee ofyenrr Sorer ligui and thatdKdoela the nnlrcrwl lubject 
of appaohatlcn by tbe Tolce of bw whole people* no appolntinent 
erer ree d red an eqiBl ahare ofapplanae. 

** In a letter which I had the banour of ree ri rt u g firom yon, 
whldi la pnhBtiied in my lodUn deapatchea, yoa are pleaard 
to my that yon were educated In my aebool, and tint it iraa tbe 
•Aool of rirtue; Integrity and honour That aebool bta prodneed 
mneh good fruit for tbe acrrlee of India. Ton an one of the moat 
dlatlngubhed of that pradoeei and in your example It li a high 
aatlifhetion to me to obaerre, that tbe bentfita of my lnfri*"^tnn 
an DOW extended beyond tho llmlta of that empbe Ibr wboae good 
ffOTenuDent It wru finmded. 
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‘^It IS among tlie prmciples of adianced ago to vritnc2ss the 
successful results of early service , and if I have failed m all my 
other endeavours to serve the British Empire, the foundation of 
the College of Eort "Wilham, ivhich has given you and others 
to the pubhc service, must ever he to me the subject of satis- 
factory reflection 

May your future career be as glorious as the past , and may 
the termmation of your government be blessed by the happy 
settlement and orderly establishment of that mterestmg society 
which, under your vrisdom and temper, wfll, I trust, afford an 
additional proof that the freedom of the people, duly regulated, is 
the best security for the prospenty, happiness, and peace of 
nations, 

“ Ever, my dear sir, with smcere esteem and attacliment, 

“ Your faithful friend and obhged servant, 

“ 'Welleslet ” 

From another of Metcalfe’s old masters — another retired 
Governor-General — there came a scarcely less flattering 
note of congratulation Lord Amherst, signing himself 
your old and attached colleague,” vrrote to him, saying 
that he had “ seen with very sincere satisfaction that 
Government had selected h im to fiU the important post 
of Governor of Jamaica ” “ Permit me to say,” he con- 

tmned, “ that I look upon you as a man whom any Goveim- 
ment would he proud to see in its service , and I trust that 
whether you have to act under Whigs or Tones, you will 
receive that cordial support to which your character and 
services so fuUy entitle you ” They who knew best what 
Metcalfe had done m the East, were the most sangmue m 
their anticipations of his success in the West And yet 
they did not forget the extreme difference between the 
constitutions of his old and his new Government, and the 
different state of society with which he was now sum- 
moned to deal 

On the day after the banquet at the Oriental Club, Sir 
Charles Metcalfe had an audience at the Palace and took 
leave of the Queen Lord Normanby had recommended 
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tlmt he shonJd bo appointed a Pnvy Councillor, “ aa a 
maii of conaideiatiou for hu part gemces, and a tribute 
to tho importance of the office be ttsi about to aiiunie.” 
The anggertion Ttaj acted upon with alacrity It had been 
arranged that the Cura^ frigate thould convey the 
Goronior to Jamaica. Ho waa to be nocompaiued by hu 
chenahed fiiend, Captain Higgmson, who attended him 
aa Pnrato Secretary and hia happmeaa wns greatly 
increated by the preaence of the wife and c h ild r en of hii 
old aaaooate. 

In the middle of Angnrt Sir Ghariea Metcalfe emharted 
on board tho CVro^, and on the 25th of September, 
after a voyage to the happineaa of which hia abundant 
tandnea and geniality had greatly contributed,* the good 
•hip entered the Port Eoya) Hatbemr-'ond on tlie foUoTv- 
ing morning he and proceeded to the aeat of 

Govenunent at Spaniah Town. 

took DO Itttle pleMvre In the eodety ot aDcn, ind 
<ddl|bt«d to pranota tbeir harmlea i w a catlgia. On board the 
Cvrapu ho participated Trlth pleaanr* in their Saturdaj-nighta* 
anmeoneiti, and aeemad Dorer tbrd of hen ring Dibdin ■ na 
songa. On more than oae occaikm b« dcUgfated the officen bj 
hfarndf chtglitg one of tbew floe old nrnlira] halladi^ wfakh lu 
did vlth gnaU apUt end fceOng. He dined with the gun-room 
offleen *Toi7 week, and on the ahip't axEtral at Port Eoyal 
refitaed to land beanue be had promlMd to ^oin their party on 
that day 



241 


CHAPTER XI 
[1839—1841 ] 

THE GOTEIUtMEXT OF JAMAICA 

Metcalfe’s Arrival in Jamaica — State of feeling in tlie Island — The 
Labour Question — Stipendiary Magistrates — The Negros and 
the ilissionanes — Opening of tJle Assembly — Metcalfe’s Con- 
cihatory Policy — Conduct of the Baptists — Samtary Measures 
— Interference of the Imperial Government — Success of Met- 
calfe’s Government 

On the 26th of September, 1839, Sir Charles Metcalfe 
assumed charge of the Government of Jamaica On the 
30th, his predecessor, Sir Lionel Smith, tvho had received 
him ivith the greatest kindness, and ivith "whom he had 
been in the interval in constant finendly communication, 
embarked on board the Serpent, on his -way to New York 
At Port Henderson, the place of embarkation, and on the 
road leading to it, he ivas attended by “ crowds of the 
emancipated population, assembled to pay their respects to 
the ruler m whose admimstration they had been made 
free, and who had unceasmgly devoted himself to their 
protection The conduct of tlie people was most affecting, 
and evmced the greatest affliction at the departure of 
their friend and benefactor 

Having instituted mqumes into the feehngs of the 

* Sir diaries Metcalfe to Government, October 1, 1839, MS 
Records It was cbaractenstic of Metcalfe that he should gene- 
rously endeavour to do honour to his predecessor “ In addition,” 
he added, “ to the enthusiastic attachment of this class of the 
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Mfimben of the Geaetol Aoemhlj') ’wbioh hiul been pn>- 
rogned to the 8th of October, with regard to the tone 
of their meebiig Uetoolfe ffammoned them oa the 22Dd 
of the month. In the meanwhSo, he aanduouflly deroted 
huntelf to the work of inqomng into and thoroughly 
Tnortfrrmg the etate of parties in the and the 

general oonditlon of eQ cloasee of the popnlatinn and 
he Boon came to the coaclofiion, if anything had before 
been irantmg to canrmoo him of the iaci, that a bitter 
party-spint was at the root of all the erili which were 
diftaicting the country • 

I mutt pause here. Some general Tnpnbnn has been 
made of the difdooltiee ifhioh Metcalfe was called upon 
to enoo unt er — of the ooimiLnoaa which were rending 
eodety whan he was invited to enter upon the Gov ern 
mant of JantaictL There ore aome readen who may 

popolctlon, 6b TC-m#! ftmt rti tjuiks awi^ with at Ikx at 
I can at prsent miderataod, the rea p e c t of all nnhlata^ p eaoti a, 
who are aftnrfWw of tbs dtScoltiea with vhkh he hat bad to ccoh 
tend I and ahhemgh a Urge clai% vbo concelTe thsnaelTea to 
hare been injured bj hla m e a t or ea, are in a atate of Inltation 
ogaintt him, the ttcoe, I hare no doubt, win cane when better 
feeling* toirirdt him win preraH tmong ■nd bh *dmliiU&a 
tkn b« remembered with the untrenal respect due to hit hocoer 

able, upright, manly ■rvl TmfHiw4ihij frmiinrt ** 

• “ lbs ehtef obstacle,” he wrote to Oorexnment, “ apparentlj 
to tbs Kiccxaefal wvckiiig of the new ia bittff 

partT'-apbtt which aeema to exkt hi the Island to rn^ a degree at 
win render it dlfflenlt, if not impoatlble, to make any eDdeartHia 
to conciliate any porthai of the comnnml^ withent di^ 

troft and eo nt eqagit trritatkia In Kane otbsr portion. I aball, 
bower® resajd It at ray duty flret and pzlndpaHy to do juitlce 
to an. Haan^ of the popnltttion aa tks aa may dspeed upon raev 
and, aecoDcOy to oooenUte aU by aH mwi. jn power Bat in 
the latter object I hare nttle hope of roecaat, fbr it b not Impro- 
baUa that the attempt may dtntbfy aH the parties, 

by not being fufBdently excicaire to be agreeable to anj " — [Sir 
darla J/eta*y* to O^^trwmnt, September SO, 1839 ] 
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require to be told ^\lnt these clinicullics and Avhat these 
comulsions ^\crc "When in 1S33 a\'is passed that great 
act ot the legislature 17111011 declared freedom to the slaie 
m all parts of the British dominions, the new relations 
thus csLibli^hcd betw cen the proprietary and the ivorliing 
claesGs in Jamaica and elsewhere were surrounded by 
difliculties and pcrjile^cities which it seemed that no human 
wisdom could sohe Thciai were the same estates to be 
cultnatcd, and the same labourers to cultivate them ; but 
so many thousands of machines had suddenl}’- been con- 
verted into men, they who had yesterday been only 
propert}*, to-da^ became the possessors of propert}*, masters 
of their own time, proprietors of their owai labour, free 
agents to work or not to work according to their owm 
uncontrolled impulses A class of people, upon whose 
capnecs the prosperity of the island depended, had thus 
grown up in a day ■\\niilst before there was but one 
party to the cultivation of the land — the slave-owmng 
proprietors and theu agents — tliere had now become two , 
there was one party wath labour to sell, and another party 
with labour to buy. A great question then arose regai'dmg 
the terms on which henceforth this fiue labour should 
be bought and sold in the colony 

It need scarcely be said that the object of one party was 
to sell their labour at the highest possible pnee, and of the 
other to buy it at the low cst The British Legislature, on 
passing the Emancipation Act, had failed to afford any 
adequate provision against the difficulties which were likely 
to arise from the absence of sufficient motive to the eman- 
cipated population to become an industrious, free people, 
willing to enter into equitable arrangements with their old 
masters But m contemplation of the losses which other- 
iYise might be sustamed by the planters, an act had been 
passed by which, under the name of Apprenticeship, a 
modified form of slavery had been continued for a tune, 



244 


THI OUVnOOIEHT OT JliUCUU 


ooinpTiliory labonr ®till brcrnght to supply tho wauti 
of the piopnetAry olniatpa Thu cotnpromiee, hotrerer 
lud been dostaiteful to tho people of England, They had 
clamoured tmfl they paid for, the emtnapotion of the 
negro, and they 'vrerc not now gcnng to eee any new chains 
nreted in tho place of the oM, They wanted tlio lub- 
ftonce, not the name of abolition. So m time, the system 
of apprentioeehip had become exbnct, and the entire blade 
population of Jamaica bad grown into independent men. 

Then the great rtroggle commenced. The motrvo to 
mdoftry waa wanting In such countries as England 
hunger is the great motivo power In Jamaica there 
was BuSoenoy of land to enable the onltirating claisea 
to work for thamsolTes, and to raise, by a amall expcndi 
ture of Ubour, produce enough to sntiafy the wonts of 
nature.* The which they thus oocnpied belonged to 
their old masters, from whom they rented iL It might 
seem, therefore, that the power of ejectment might hare 
been used as an important instrument to compel the tenant 
to work But DO practice of ^cctment on a large scale oould 
biTe been adopted mthout injury and, perhapa, ultimaie 
rum to the proprietor*, who ware eoger to retain by any 
means an exclaarre mtoreet in the labour of the people 

TTodCT the old ritmy iTstan certain plots of gpemnd had been 
granted to the negroes tbr their maintenance — thoir sniptas lahoor 

bdne deroted to the cuhlTatiQa of these prorliloD lands I and rniae' 
qnaitlj to the pasitas of the Emaadpotloa Act, th*y had Ud 
than by the poynwit of t snuJI rent Bee deopatch of Sir Charlei 
lirtcallfc to GoTSonmcit, October 18 183*-— “'Hie practice -rlrich 
preralled tn slaTWr of graatbi* gpcondi to the kbonraa from 
vtdeh thej doired the means of oaLditeDCe in eecnlents ftiT than' 
■dm and thtir fS nritie a, and by the sale of thdr mrphit peodnee, 
pare a grwt adrmottge to the lahonren -when th^T' aogxdred 
fate dom , as It t enderod thorn tn a great degree tulcpeadent of 
labour and eaabkd then to ludd out tor terms.’* Bee Lord 
Grey on the “ Cokmial IViliqr of Lord John Bmeoll s Admlnistpa- 
ti«i, toL L PPL M-55. 
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settled on their estotes, and lioped that they miglit cicntu- 
alh secure it 

"Whilst, therefore, the proprietary classes, unable to find 
any suhbtitutc for the laboin of the cinancip.itcd slaics, 
A\ore compelled either to submit to their terms oi sutler 
cultnation to bo cntircl}* suspended, the labouring cl.isses 
avcrc imder no absolute necessity to seek employment 
from the jiropnctors They could aflord to wait, but the 
land could not The game, therefore, 1108 in their oum 
hands “ The wages of labour,” as Sii Charles Metcnlte 
lightly said, “had been settled more at the Mill of tlic 
labourer than at that of the employer” “And this,” he 
added, “ must continue to be tlie case uutil a great increase 
of the labouring population shall make labour cheaper, 
until laboureis shall be made dependent on labom, or 
until such a number of properties shall be llironn out 
of cultivation by the impossibility of meeting the expense 
as may produce the same cfifect as an increase of the 
hibonrmg population ” 

But although the propiietors, in this emergency, feared 
to resort to ejectment, they endeavoured to act upon the 
labourmg classes by an arbitraiy valuation of the lauds 
upon which the negroes were located By fixing such 
rents as would compel their tenants to work, m order 
to provide means to meet the landlord’s demands, they 
had some means, however inadequate, of counteractmg the 
great advantages which the labourers possessed Con- 
nected with this assessment of the provision-groimds 
another device was hit upon Instead of placing a fixed 
rent upon any particular house and grounds, they varied 
it according to the number of people occupying it They 
compelled one person to pay rent for a holdmg already 
paid for by another Even boys and girls capable of 
work were summoned to pay rent for sbarmg m the occu- 
pancy of grounds rented and paid for by their parents 
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Sjto, Iriu, rcTowI piymeot, or too UKopabb of p,yag, 
wcTo can into jjmon. Yowig modest girU tod mwor 
n:pt4?<l ywnlii were condemned to Herd wuh lUndaoed 
felons. A ftrift — natoral ia on© icn*©, tiim*tand in 
ao^rtJjcr, and la all »cn»e» nniolj la liadf tad nntoobl© 
in iti TWttJtr— wae thtu ct^endcred- And it wqi Hard to 
my How peace mu to be rcftored , how amicaWe relatuau 
were to bo ettabluhcd betw een two clt»i» m laci a 
ofperJcmi anlagonlim. 

Time might hate dono mneh <»!>/< roi^ t hare soothed 
down ftoimodties and opened men a eyes to a tro* tense 
of their own lotcfcrtt to a wao cQnTictici& of tb© fol^ cf 
cenUmung the cootcjt But tbero wero two cizenn»t*ace» 
which widened tho gnlf between tho caotendias peitus. 
It is painfal to wnte that th^ who ihoidd have been 
foremost m the good worb of cjtabhshing peoco onl/ 
foaented di4ccrd~thc miiuKen of joitiee and iImi 
tnblstcn of teligloo. Oat of what wem donbUeai good 
inlentionj cune on^ cril rctnlts. “Wldlilr vxMy was 
in thu »tst« — whfltt laboor and csjirtal wot opsaly 
arrajod againit each other — to hjiTB left the admioutra 
tion of /otOco £a the hands of the repreoentatiTa of tie 
latter, wouH, doubtfcn, har© been a laid entw It woold 
vA hare been safe to rclj upon an wopmd mngiatraoT, 
composed pnnapaUy of planter*, ittmg in jn'Ignicnl on 
ca>« where, if their own intomls were not directly con- 
cerned, there were »oro to bo prejodieos and prepowssicos 
to warp and bias thdr nunds. A certain nomber of 
ftipcndmiy magirtrates — many of diem sent out fwn 
^iiig\aniV~wcrC, therefore, appomted, with the unocstetoied 
objcH of protecting tho cmanoipafed popalatmo tgaiast 
the olkscd cpprcwion of their forroor masten-* Ncthmg 
could hare here better than the intent of this mmeio. 

* •*The»r 
amoe/r tbrm 


(tkljttJticca OTsUlKSidJaiyaagistTate^Trtra^^ 

(the picpTfc^) parpcwly to protect ths tpsw'ttM* 
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But ‘wlailst thus endeavouring to counteract the evil 
influence of one set of piejudices and prepossessions, 
another "was put into continued action, and soon seemed 
as hkely to divert the stream of justice as that ■which it 
had supplanted The stipendiary magistrates took their 
seats Tvith a strong feehng against the landed proprietors 
Eegardmg them as tyrants and oppressors, and the eman- 
cipated negroes as a long-sufiermg race, •whom it ■was a 
holy duty upon their part to protect, it may be doubted 
whether tliey ever looked very closely at the real merits 
of a case m ■which the two parties ■were concerned, and 
sufiered it to be divested in theur eyes of all adventitious 
trappmgs They protected the labouring classes , but 
soon the protection of one party gre^w into aggression 
agamst the other 

The appomtment of these stipendiary magistrates gave 
great offence to the proprietors And their acts soon 
increased the bitterness which them nonimation had engen- 
dered The island then saw the unseemly spectacle of a 
magistracy di^nded into two sections, at open war one 
agamst another * The labourmg population took advan- 
tage of the strife They soon came to understand the 
additional strength which they had gamed by the appomt- 
ment of the stipendiary magistrates , and fortified by the 
knowledge that they were so supported, were httle hkely 

to moderate them demands 
\ 

agamst tbem, and ■watb extensive po-wers for tliat purpose Their 
services have been contmued -with similar vie'ws regardmg the 
free labourers These arrangements ■were no doubt necessary 
It was scarcely possible to entrust the dispensation of justice 
entirely to those ■who ■were so much mterested m the questions 
hkely to arose for decision ” — [iSir Charles Metcalfe to Government, 
October 16, 1839 ] 

* “ Two parties,” •wrote Sir Charles Metcalfe, “ hostile to each 
other — one party distrusted by Government and the lower orders, 
the other distrusted by all the aristocracy ” 
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Thtu TTai tBe bittemew of tlie contest e nb anced bj the 
mmistera of justice. I hare now to show how it was 
flj jgra i n ted hj the mimstcrB of religion. Not bj aD, bat 
bj one parbcnlnr section of thoee muusteie, wms this enl 
mfloenoe exercised. It was n&toral and teeml/ that the 
pmancipated popnlsiion. ^oold have f grind in onr Christian 
xoimonaries gmdef, guardians and friends. It was 
natural and secmlj that these great agents of cmlixation 
and meoieiigen of truth whOst wanning the people from 
their iguorance arid deliTuring them from their s np ersti- 
tions, should eDdmvtrur at the same time to promote their 
worldly prosperity by teaching them how to protect them- 
selves against iiyuftzce and oppression. It was a fair 
presumption that the negro popnlaticm, being rery igno- 
mnt and amastracted, would, left to themselves, be btrt 
httle able to copo with their old employers. It is not 
peculiar to Jamaica that tho TTi^^fiTui>r>^ should be 
charged with the offence of teadung liberated slaves the 
rabae of their free labour The Usson is, doubtless, a 
serviceable one and if the be m a nght spirit 

— 4f the just of master and of servant be bwTnnr-»jd 

with a steady hand no eril con reeult from suJi tuition. 
But if the teacher be prgodiced and one-eded — if he fall 
into the great error of roakmg ignorant men eoquainted 
■with thar ngbti without at the same time dearly showing 
them what are their duties — if he flul cleariy to point out 
that, although the labounng classes are ^ titling to demand 
a fair price for their semcet, it u foDy and ■widcednesi 
to eodeavour to extort more — if ho do not incnlcats the 
great truth that the interesta of the employers and the 
empk^ed ore idenbcal, and that the proepenty of the one 
is not to be obtained by the depres si on of the other — he 
u in reality but a wolf m deep s clothing not the friend, 
but tho enemy of mBTiVirat , 

That the Jamaica missmoanee as a body, conferred 



cm? i-vtii nt t crtcnl pcuiit of \icu, ujio'i llio 

cnnncif 1 ?' il jM-pnlniin'i, S^- no* fo )m* <lon1itoil 'Jlicir 
infito JH ' V. '!■: nnnil^ for f^am] ])»? one jnrlioil ir ^oclion 
of ihi' tni'-'-iomrv both tvctedcil (lion dut} ns 

jnitii'-tor' of rilitrion. It wns not (.Intgcl ngniii't tlic 
AWdoxn!! tin. ^forn^nn, the rnsh^tcii.in, oi tin Clnirch 
of I acntul mi‘'-ion'int *5 that tin) Jiiul gone ln)oncl the 
hounds prc'i'nhcd h) tin it hol\ t ilhng Hut :t ut 5 said 
of tlio Hip! 1 st nii'^s.ojnrn's, that tin.’)' had intciftrel in 
FtCida’- nOairs' to nii unirarrant ihle extent, that the) 
entered into the disputes hcluecn the cinj)lo)ci': and (he 
cinpMed in an lui'ceml) and a hitter that (In*) 

lurar*^! (ho mnucnce which the) had acquired o\cr (he 
minds of the emancipated population to a had account, 
th It 1 istead of coolhing down cMstmg .aniinositits, they 
agtrra\atc<l them, tint the) made war against the jiro- 
prntors AeJitmnit and iin’-cnipulon*; partisans , and 
jircparcd, as a great pohtHMl jnrl), to iiinncnce the 
election^ 

^Vhafe^cr may he the real ments of the case, as hc- 
tveen (he Baptist ministers and the reprosenfafucs of 
property in the isl ind, there is no doubt th it the conduct 
of the former gronll) exasperated tlic minds of the latter 
Thus protected and assisted by the stipendiaiy magistrates 
and by an influential bod) of missionanes, the cinancipaled 
negroes rose in their demands, and every day it became 
more difficult to obt un the labour neccssat)* to the culti- 
vation of the island estates A great social difficulty had, 
indeed, ansen, from which it required all the wisdom and 
temper of an enhghfencd Government to rescue the sinlc- 
iDg colony But what ought to hai e been a source of safety 
ivas, indeed, nothing more than a source of new* danger and 
new embarrassment The Goicrnor of Jamaica, Sir Lionel 
Smitli, had seen the real emancipation of the negroes, the 
abobtion of apprenticeship, and Ins sympathies were all 
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•wrfh tl» liberated iIittbb , TrlnUt tbo General AEsembly, 
or Parilamont of the laland, being mainlj' composed of 
planterBy or their agents * wu necessorOj more mclmed 
to regard the nghti of proper ^ than the nghta of labonr 
Henoe arose new elerngits of djsoaid. The Gorsmor and 
hia Pariiiunent •were soon m a state of open wnr inth each 
other From one end of the island to the other there -was 
strife and cotnmlsion. There ttos nothing to cahn the 
ongry paanons of men — emTthlng to keep their mmds 
in a contumal state of irritation tmrylhiog to hasten 
on n cnsis for which there conH be no other name than 
revolntion. 

Sit Lionel Smith ms a hirmane and on honest man 
bnt he wanted temper diaoretioii. His strong oon 
TTctioni, in some measnre the growth of pie^ndiee, farced 
him, to adhere to an moompromifmg ooniso of conduct 
pttedy nnsmted to the ajDjrmctmo that had ansen. The 
reanlt of this condlct of entbont^ soon took a decided 
shape. Beforo the end of 183d the AsacmblT’ had passed 
a resolution to the effbet that they wonH proceed to no 
other bnsineti than that which Was absohilely necessary to 
keep iith with the puhlio creditor • on til repaiation had 
been made to them for the Tioktion of their rights and 
pTiTilegee of which they alleged the In^ienal GerTenunent 
had been gnilty t 

* Tbeemasdratedpopclationbadnotthaibeeircigiftaedi so 

that tbe ektin coQsdtamc7 of tbe cimilfted of Im 

a,000 Toters. Sir liood Smllh staled mnnber at 1,500 or 
I «00. 

f Tbe hotoediate con of tMs detennlBatloQ was an act of the 
Impatiil Gornnioeiit, known as tlw 'Wett-Indla Prisom wm. 
The wolatlan, which was carded by a m^orf^ of 15 to 2, con- 
tdns the foUowins wtrds. The Aesemily dedarod, that “ Iwrinc 
taken Into matriro conjideratioci the aggreMloci whkh tbs British 
Parlkmeit contlinH to make on the defats of the peoplt of this 
colony and the canfadoii and tnlanhuf which nmst remit from 
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In tins emergencj, Sir Lionel Smitli recommended, and 
the Government of Lord IMelbourne v ere disposed to adopt, 
an extreme measure They detennined, vuth the consent 
of Parliament, to suspend the constitution of Jamaica 
Tins constitution was tivo centuries old Almost from the 
first settlement of the colony the Legislature of the island 
had consisted of three estates — firstly, the Crown, as 
represented by the Govemoi, or Lieutenant-Governor , 
secondly, a Council of no mo^re than twelve members, 
nominated and removable by the Croivn, and invested vath 
both legislative and executive powers , and, thirdly, a 
representative Assembly, of forty-five members, elected 
by the freeholders of the respective parishes This ancient 
constitution it was now proposed to suspend. Lord 
Glenelg, who soon aftenvards retired fiom office, was at 
this time Colonial Blmister It devolved, tlierefore, on 
3\Ir Labouchere, the Under-Secretary, to piopose the 
measure to the House of Commons In the month of 
Apnl, 1839, after an elaborate statement of the circum- 
stances under which such a resolution had been forced 
upon the responsible advisers of the Crown, he declared, 
that on a general review of the whole case, her IMajesty’s 
Government were of opmion that it vould be advisable to 
suspend the constitution of Jamaica for a limited number 
of years and to provide that durmg that mterval its legis- 
lative functions should not be exercised by a Governor, a 
Council, and a House of Assembly, but should reside in the 
Governor and Council alone ” 

By the party that owned Sir Pobert Peel as its leader 

the present anomalous system of government, they have come to 
the determmation that they ivill best consult their own honour, 
the rights of their constituents, and the peace and well-bemg of 
the colony, by ahstammg from any legislative function, except 
such as may he necessary to preserve mviolate the faith of the 
island with the public creditor, imtil they shall he left to the free 
exercise of their inherent rights as British subjects ” 
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tVnn mcastne ^ra* vigcrcmsly oppoecd. On tho Becotid 
reailing of the bill, it ttm thrown ont by a majon^, 
swollen by some secedcn from the mimstfenal rank*. On 
this, Lord llelbonme reaigned. Invited to form n Minutiy, 
Peel attempted the tiuk, but tailed under the pressure of 
the Bed Chamber dilEoulty and the Whigs then icttrmed 
to office. The Jamaica Bdl was then earned through the 
Hon*e of Common* but it vma aflenvards amended by 
the Lord* and the result of these long protracted dis- 
cuanoni wa* a bill which, whilst it voted the Goramor 
With oertam unconstitutional powers at the same time 
pre sc ribed such condition* of then- exercise, os it was hoped 
and beliBved would reduce them to a nnlli^ 

But although it seemed to the Whig Ministers expe- 
dient to arm the representatiTe of the Crown with powers 
to crush the hoatilLty and contumacy of the Aas^bly 
they esunestiy desired to rotore harmeaiy to the colony 
and to effect the desired object by mild and condliitary 
means. In this conjonctnre it appeared to them as ot lenat 
an enoouTsguig probsbih^ that if the Imperial Govern- 
ment wore represented in Jamaica by the right msri, the 
measure would be of little cansoquencc. Instead of sending 
out an nnpopnlar biH, if they could contnve to eend out n 
popular Governor, all might still go well in the colony 
They looked abont, therefore, for a man and they 
upon Sir Charlee Metcalfe. 

To some who were not acquainted with the character of 
the man, and who eonld refer only to a rough ontlino of 
hij antecedents, the selection might not at first appear to 
be one of happy augury To the people of Jamaica, os to 
the West I n d ian proprietor* in Kng^nrtd nothing at first 
WTis patent but the fact that the AHmiter* had selected a 
statesman who had all hia hfe been cannected with a 
Govemment in the consdtntiott of which the re pres eptafare 
element had no port who had never any dealings with 



>!iTC\Lri s inamox 


p-XTlinnirnl^ or conshliicncic':, or Inliitunll}’- recognised tlic 
nght of tlic people to interfere in anairs of State. If, 
then, <onip lllculbcr^ of the We*;! Inclmn coiiimiinit^ , a\]io 
)rncn nothing of lijs diameter or career, Mere .at first 
inclined to think that (loicrnmont Mere sending out .a 
despotic niler, there avas notliing strange in the supposi- 
tion But It soon melted .nu.a) a*, the island agent, i\ri. 
Burge, .a gcnlleiiian of great real and abilit}', \rho had 
pleaded the cause of the Assembly at the bar of the House 
of Commons, urofe out to lus emplojcrs in the colony, 
lh.it he Mas conamcod of the high diameter of Sir Charles 
Hetc.alfc, and that there ai.as little fe.ar of sudi .a man 
underl iking the Goaornmentof J.imnica in any other spirit 
than that of kindness and conciliation 

And it soon appeared that lie Mas right Sir Charles 
[e teal fe found, ns I hnac said, the sittings of the Assembly 
ndjouniod to (he 8th of October He summoned them to 
meet him on the 22nd Already, under the influence of 
the cheering hopes engendered b}' the change of Goa’-cm- 
ment, as ere the represen tat lacs in .a better temper Ho 
doubt avas entertained fh.at they avere prepared to meet 
him in a fnendlj'- spmt, to reciprocate the good feeling 
avhich as as sure to be eanneed by the ness' Goa emor, and to 
resume their functions They had said, some time before, 
that Jamaic.a needed repose ; and now she avas in a fair 
avay to obtain it 

It IS not improbable that the unpopularity of Sir Lionel 
Smith helped to secure the hearty avelcome avitli avhich Sir 
Charles Metcalfe avas greeted on his first arrival in Jamaica 
The neavspaper press of the island declared that “ every 
heart esxdted in showing respect to the new Governor, in 
order to repudiate the unfounded charged of our old one ” 
When the ceremony of swearing in took place, on the 26th 
of September, the streets of Spanish Town were thronged 
as they had never been thronged before Every one Mas 
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ecger to catoh a glimpso of flie mtt rcprcaentiitiTC of tire 
TmpiinT l Gorerranent, oad manj rcmarlred, tluU u Bu 
crtrtwmrd appeamioe ttm the T or y rererra of that of hia 
predeceasor ao mti there good warnmt m hi* aipect for 
behenng tlint hwi inner were equally distinct.* 

Sir Oharles Hetcalfe waa not a man of a commanding 
preaonoe but there waa an expression of mingled flnnnees 
and g pntlmw in hia face which filled the colonUta with 
enoocreging expectations of hia suooesa and the over 
flowmg oemrtesy and urbanity with which, on thia occa 
non, he recaiTed all who were introduced to him, rrreted 
the &Tourable impre*8iQn which hi* honest countanance 
and hi* Idnd looh* had made upon their heart*. 

On the 22rLd of October Sir Charlee Metcal f e met the 
Bepmentatire Auembly m the Parhaxoent House at 
Spanuh Town. He had spent the mterra] unce hi* amral 
IS aasiduau* endeffroun to aoqualnt himwdf with the real 
state of the colony and he had thought long oicd deeply 
orer the terms of the opening nddrera which hewna now to 
deliTer to the reoocint Assembly It was no easy oom- 
musion that had been entrusted to him. The great strife 
bad been betireen the Pkr hinpnt of the colony and the 
FoiIIameDt of the empire and now, a* the representotiTQ 
of impeml power fiir Charles Metcalfe wta arm^d 
authority virtnany to su^iend the conitrtutian of the island. 
But a lthough when ho entered the senate-house ho earned 
the sword with h i m , ha not only bore it in its scabbard, 
but under his robes of office. The mesaage which he wa* 
about to delrrer wns emphstlcillya message of peace. He 
80 shaped it, that whilst Tnwinfnining digmty and 
npholding the rights of the Imperial fi n t ^i h© iiouW 

* It wu nsnai^ed hj moo of the chroolden of pojilnff erents, 
that there was nothhif of a lean, hungry Oaaahia'lIhB look ahoct 
him t hut that be bad the appesraoce of an bono5t TjtgUth 
j som an . 
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utter no one uord that could tend to perpetuate old, or 
excite ecu', animosities in the bosom of the Colonial Legis- 
lature “ Gentlemen of tho Coimcil,” he said, in a voice 
that indicated his deep sense of the responsibdity of his 
position • — 

“ Grcntlemen of the Council, Mr Speaker, and Gentlemen of the 
House of Assembly, — I hail our commg together -with great 
pleasure, m the hope and belief that ire shall proceed to discliarge 
our respectiro duties inth hearty goodmll, and by our muted 
endeavours be enabled in some degree to perform those services 
•which the state of the island demands 
“It was my ■wish on my arrival to meet you at the earhest pos- 
sible penod, hut I postponed the gratification of that desire, being 
informed that the present time would be generally the most con- 
venient for the commencement of the session, 

“ Mr Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, — 
Ton wfil, I have no doubt, grant the snpphes req,mred for the 
exigencies of the public service, •with due regard to efficiency 
and economy I am so satisfied of yonr readmess to do every- 
tlung necessary and practicable for the general welfare, that it 
is only in comphance -with estabhshed [custom that I trouble you 
•with any apphcation on this part of your functions, wisely 
reserved by the constitution exclusively to the representatives of 
the people. 

“ Gentlemen of the Council, Mr Speaker, and Grcntlemen of 
the House of Assembly, — My anxiety that all past diflbrences 
should he consigned to ohhvion, causes me to advert to them -with 
exceedmg reluctance , hut I am on the whole of opimon, that a 
frank and unreserved reference to our actual position ivill be the 
best mode of discharging my duty towards you on this occasion, 
and the most likely method of meeting your wishes and expecta- 
tions 

I shall have to lay before you an act of the imperial Legis- 
lature of our mother country, which was deemed nnavoidahle m 
consequence of resolutions passed by the House of Assembly m 
the three last sessions of the I^egislature of this island. I do not 
thmk it requisite to call your attention to the particular provi- 
sions of that enactment, because 1 confidently trust that there "will 
he no necessity for carrying them into effect 

You are naturally anxious that your constitution should he 
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matntattw? imimpalred, tod that jotsT Intcnnl legtilatkm ihonld 
not bo subject to continial robrenloii or fo terib rcnce. I lymp* 
thke with jun tn that &eUn^ jmd ihaQ alwa/i ho decJrcrai of 
cD-opoatlng with jm to that elTbcL 'Sot do I wee any doabt of 
meceti, m ftr m b pooiible OTnibteDtlj' with the cotm ec tk t t of a 
eokniy with a mother cormtiy which hij a pamoomrt 'LegbUinro 
mpondUe fbr the wdftn of the whole empire. 

I tm here by commaad of our most Q^adotu Qneen, for the 
^pu oe of GXBCotlns my ihare to the adndDlftratkn of thb 
Qoremment tccordtog to the lawi aod conetitatioa of Jatomlca. 
There b no «l«iro on the part of her llujeatyb lIInbtErt, or the 
Imperial Pirilamoit, to toterthre with yoor IcgUlatkmi and it b, I 
oenerfre, in your own power to p rwrre it tnrJoiate. Btrt ftjr 
thb there b. In oar relatire podtkm, one mtartiidabla coofitkm. 
We ciimat Icgblate ogalnat the getoal policy aatablbbed by ocr 
BoTvet^n and the Inrperbl ParDamait few the gorerament of the 
whole enplre, of which thb bland Ibrnu a part Our own bland 
cooatltation, hwWd predoda* the madiwirt of bwi of that 
charaeteri fbr U b a port of thb ecmatltiitloo that no bw can be 
paaaed wUhont the ooncnrraiee of the Oorwroor or b ooca pe per 
manest without the cotLfirmatfce of ChcrOrown t and neiiher the 
Crown nor the Go raaor can be expected to eo-openUe hi the 
eoaetment of Uwi tneonabtent with the piindplee by whhdi the 
whole emplie b regoloted. 

• lie acta of the Imperial tegblatoe of late yeari, aflfecting 
thb in common with other colonlea, hart arben ahnort wholly 
from the conrlctioci that tho greet ruaunre of esnandiatlon and 
freedom granted to handreda of thotusnda, and ermtna^y to 
coontli^ mHUcni of otiT fclknr-creotjiTei, wta a work that coold 
eeily be eflbctnaHy apeedlly and onUbmily aceompttdied br the 
interpoaltlon of the Imperial Legblatnre. Heocaj there haa been a 
greater degree of direct kgbbaocthr the colonlea, and of argoicy 
onthelocallegblatorea bythefrre^)«riT»GoTOiiioT<, than coold 

piohaUy nnder any other dnamataacef hare taken plnco, bot 
that great meanire haring be® acccmrpaihed, there b i® reaaoo to 
expert farther hrtetfermce, unleaaonr local abonld twid 

to cramteract or retard tho ftaD aeanDplbhment of the IwnrilU of 
emandparitm and freedom. 

“You anat be Mribla, from tho condoct of the Imperial 
legblatnra on that great qoeftkm fo a long aarVa of yeara, that 
our proceeding! In legbbttng fbr thb bland, with reference to 
the change that bm been prodocod In the rebttona between the 
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landed propnctors and the agrictilturnl Inhourers, ■will be watched 
with attention and anxiety, and mil bring down on us that inter- 
ference to winch we object, if our measures be not in manifest 
conformity mth the pnnciples which have worked out that 
change in our mtemal condition I see no reason to suppose that 
you will give cause for such mterference, and none, therefore, to 
anticipate its occurrence 

“ I cannot promise that the Imperial Parhament mil not 
exercise its paramount authority wherever it sees fit to do so , but 
I can assure you, that it has no desire to interfere mthout 
necessity, and is anxious to avoid interference, and to hmit its 
exercise, when unavoidable, mthin the narrowest bounds com- 
patible mth the due protection of all classes of the community 
m this island It is in jmur power, I trust, to preient any 
emergency that would require or justify such mterposition we 
have only to legislate for the island accordmg to the spint of the 
age, and on the pnnciple of the perfect and equal freedom of every 
class of its inhabitants 

“ Not only the eyes of our own country, but those of all the 
world are upon us , and the mterests of humanity, as well as the 
reputation of Jamaica, are m\olved m our proceedmgs The 
entire abolition of slavery, the perfect establishment of freedom, 
which was regarded by our country as an mdispensable duty, to 
be performed at any cost, is watched m its operation by other 
nations as an mteresting experiment, and by its result m this, the 
most wealthy and most populous country m which it has been 
effected by the voluntary act of the State, their future conduct 
mth regard to the same question 'will probably be guideff If we 
make the emancipated population comfortable, contented, indus- 
trious, and thrivmg, and promote, as we can hardly m that case 
fiul to do, the prosperity of Jamaica, you will not only gam for 
this island an enviable reputation, but wiU also, it is probable, 
lead to the eventual freedom and happmess of the mcalculable 
multitudes who now are, or hereafter may be, doomed to bondage 
“ In the session before us there will be much to occupy your 
attention and require your utmost exertions There are expired 
laws to be re-enacted with such modifications as the change of 
circumstances may require , there are old laws mapphcable to our 
present state to be rescinded or revised , and new laws to be made, 
adapted to our changed condition I need not enter mto any 
detail on these pomts Tour own knowledge wiU mdicate, better 
than I could, all that is necessary for the welfare of our island 
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It wfll be 107 duty to bring to yoiir notice *aei mneinm u hrre 
epfwred to l*r U^fwty** GoTenuoent to be cuentiil for the 
pnhflo good. It wfflbenttwt&tlifkctorytoini tofliidth*±rindlir 
meurmi, or vocb u, eoncetred In the leine Joft tod beoeroIenC 
fptrit, mtj be more nittble to the fttte of the Iiltttd, oiighitte 
•pootineoiiilj elth 70a j bttt ta joo will necatnrllj htTo to 
deUbette oq tt leoxt tome of the Mmo qoevtfocti it may be 
expedlmt that you ihoold bo {rot to potaowloo of the do cp me nt t 
rdatlng to them at to etriy period of the tefrion. 

“ I ■wta about to enter on a rerfer of the actual atate of the 
Wlrrwt, of the Intercatlng ^neatloca vhlch agitato onr com-* 
monltyi hot I And that I ahoold be led Into a dlaeanrae too 
lagthy for the preaent oceailan, and at the aaim rime tedkraa to 
yoQ, vho are wo moch better InHained od aU the anhJecta, on 
arhlch 1 coold cnly bare oflfarad the nncertain laprtnhuta of a 
ftnnger. Tboae qneathiCLi, neTCTlhrieM, oecspy toy anzhna 
attentkxL I depbne the hxMa arhleh peiy er t/ tn many isatancea, 
and chiefly la the angar pUatathma, la fuatahriny from the •want 
of eonthtooui or aboodairt lahoor { and 1 ahocdd be heartily glad 
If any meai m ea coold be derlaed to lonedy tfala erll» eonrirteat^ 
frith the peribet flwlom of tha lahoorcn, and the troa prirHiplea 
of pnikwi ecoDocay ( bot thk, I spprehf^ moat be regarded aa 
one of thoaedlfflaaldei and dlrtreaaea which are rt ay a b ere beyond 
the reach of legiilatlac, and whldr cmfy time and the c^wrarion of 
a aenae of arif Intcreft ean nbdoe or repair 1 tnut that more 
cheortng dayi are In proipcct tbr thcae »ho now aijffcr With 
moderate recta and £iir wage | with tneh alteratkms la the rfiten 
of agricoHore aa tbs want of MHMr i»>Ttii^»Trt nTnrral Jaboor may 
•oggcft { with an loereoalng popnlatlso } with the wrHFKrthm of 
(Hatniat and acrlnaxiiooB feritns, and the nbatltnlloa of cordiality 
and attachment t we may aorejy hope tlmt ibh beantlftil f'«p nuLi y 
10 highly IhTOTned by nator^ will be proapere aia wnd happy 

“Let na, then, atzlTa, Oatianao, with tmo accocd, Ibe the 
pnsqmi^ and happioeaa of Jamaica, aa the grwt ol(}ecta of onr 
endearoura \ let oj promote them by all meona in onr power | let 
aa encoorago Induitiy j Irt oa cfaerlah tha popnlatkm cocnmltted 
to oar care, and do all that we can to T lr tnona and 

happy in thrir freedom ( let na Ibater thrir cdoeatkin and reUgkFos 
and monl loatroctlDii, Ibr widch I am happy to nomenma 
school* already cciirt 1 let oa giro w c nrity to prop c it y “d do 
eqnaljQJtlcototllclaaaeai let lu Improre oar jndl^ and magl*- 
teriol tribonala, on vhlch the happhm of the people so Biiid!i 
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OPl'cnd*: , Icl. «s famish (he nionns of olilniiiiiif; justice to (he poor 
ns iroll ns (lie rich, let us iiiitifpife our tniiiiiml Inus, let us 
nmohnnto (he stnfe of our prisons, let us support nil useful 
instiiiitioiis for (ho puhhc pond , Ictus endensour (o incrcnse (he 
numlier of our snlunhlo productions, cnlnrgo our coiumorce, and 
dm\r forth new sources of wealth, let us put a\rny from us nil 
recollection of past (hflcrenccs \vi*h (he mother country , let us 
conlnlh co-opernto in thepcnenl slews of the Iinpernl Go^c^n- 
ment , let us nllnj our intcnnl dissensions nnd cultnnte unhcrsnl 
Imnnons , the svnnt of which must greatly impede our prospcritj 
'‘I nm not so sanguine ns (o suppose (lint onr best exertions 
Will be sufiicient to ncconiplish nil (lint is desirnhlo, but our united 
labours ns a lycgislnturc, nndindujdunll} b\ precept nnd cxanijilc, 
ns well ns b\ good laws, may do much , nnd jou, Gendemen, will 
be able to do more b> jour influence in jour respective counties 
and pnnsbes For the rest, we must rely on the good sense and 
good feeling of all classes of the inhabitants 
“In undertaking the trust confided to me by onr most gracious 
Sovereign, I Im\o been nctunlcd bj an nnxjous desire to render 
senace to mv country in contnbuting, as far as mj humble nbihty 
avill nilow, to the w clfiire and Imppmcss of tins island I cannot 
pretend to bo secure against error in tlio course of my admini- 
stration , but of this you maj be firmly assured, that my rcalous 
endeavours will bo unceasingly exerted for tlic prosperity of 
Jamaica, nnd that my own happiness will bo mvolvcd m the 
result Jly heartfelt wishes and demoted efforts anil, hoavoaer, be 
of no aaail without jour aid It is on yom* avisdom, knowledge, 
and experience, that I chiefly depend On those I implicitly rely, 
as well as on your patriotism, and on that loyalty for aaliich 
Jamaica has ever been celebrated, nnd in our united nnd honest 
eadeaa ours in tlus arork of brotherly lore are may humbly hope 
that the blessing of the Almiglity will be upon ns, avithout avluch 
all the attempts of human frailty must be vnm ” 

The effect of this speech was magical The members 
of the Assembly gave vent to their satisfaction m a general 
burst of applause But kindly as were the present feehngs 
engendered by tlus soothing address, and solacing as were 
the hopes of the future, it xvas not in the power of any 
human statesman wholly to allay the amraosities of the 
past The wounds inflicted by the encroaching hand of 
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the Imperml Gorernment were not yet hee le tL TVhen, 
therefore, the House addressed the new Gorernor in reply 
to his speech cordial as was the general substance of the 
response, and paciflo as its intent, both towards the Crown 
and Its representatlTe, some aprefliions crept in which 
showed that there were mat^ drops of bitterness at the 
bottom of their cup of aatlsfiicbon , and when they pro- 
ceeded to pass resolutions explanatory of the gronndj on 
which they oonsented to recede ihnn their determinstton 
to suspend their ftmodons, U was still more apparent that 
they had not forgotten or forgiren the iiyunes which they 
cooedTed had been mflietfd npon them. 

Of thT« rendoary bitterness, the manifestation of which 
was natural and excusable (the partieans of the Assembly 
declared that it was commendable) * Metcahb wisely detcr- 

Tbe cotaakl s^mt, tadeed, dedared that aD parties Id 
land a pp ro ra d of the raacdotloiUL The Adlovtog panage is 
Ur Barged letter of December 1S39 cnareyi bJs fan prerica a of 
the nMtsore to vhich they vvre recdTed at hma — The speech 
of bis Sxcellencj the Ocrenav reedres from all <»<«■■*■ of per 
Mcis -mtqotUflsd approbatkn fhr Its tooet hidickrns sdeettoo of its 
stjle, ne leas than tta toplosi sad there la the — m#i oocuntadatkm 
h ea to -wed on the Ttry afrroprfate manner hi whkh the Aasemhly 
has franied Iti answ^ to that apeecH. I bare beard, too, flran 
jnm ctf an parties, thttr recognltkai tf tbs initke and propriety 
of the reaohitkniiafthe Hooae, whfcb joo were plaaed to trana- 
mlt to ma, and to wUefa I hero glTBi eroy pnblldty I dboaU 

say the gaiend IWlng was, that tboae reaohitloas were ataointdy 
necoaeiiy for the rindleatioci of the chart4tt*r of the Hooae, and 
for eecorlag the respect of the pohllcj that they ctarrey TWhtng 
more than what la rnffldent to obtain tbn^ objects and that 
those objects conld not hare been obtained hadtbo reaolntksoa 
ocT^ed leas. They will, too^ materially coatrfbiita to coitlinie 
In both Eocaea of Pariiamest that intsnat which waa Aw 

the cokny when the Jamaica qoeatian waa p uopcil/ np and 
nndarftood by the OoneerT aU re and Iih«l party and the know 
kidie that tbla interest Is ccctiinied In Fadlament will exercise a 
sahitaxy Inflamce on the Oorennnsot, by restraining the adoption 
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nini«l to lilvC no notice lie hoped that it was tlic 
“remains of pist iiTitation,” mul he ^\^b umsilling “to 
distmb tlie harmony \\hich in other respects promised to 
prevail”^ It is probable, too, that he believed, in his 
iiimo't heart, (hat nil the justice and reason were not on 
the side of the Imperial Government, and that nliatcier 
tended to mitigate their undue inclination to interfere in 
the internal ail'.urs of the colony isoiild be advantageous 
to both countries At all c\cnts, he ivas is ell content to 
leave the rest to the healing action of time jMctcalfe had 
gamed the confidence of the aristocracy ■without sacrificing 
that of any other class The white population looked 
upon him as a friend, and the blacks were soon made 
cognisant of the fact that they nes cr had a steadier guar- 
dian of their rights, or a more realoiis promoter of their 
interests 

As time ndsanced, the harmony wdneh liad been esta- 
blished between the representatn e of the Crown and the 
once-recusant Assembly continued steadily to increase 
Anxious to rcmo^ c all sources of irritation, and to keep as 
far as was possible in the background the old bones of 
contention, I Metcalfe went on from w'eek to week, and 

of a policy Tvliich might interfere 'ivith or restrict the Governor in 
pursuing those measures ivliich his experience and local ohsena- 
tiou so much better qualify him to suggest " 

* Sir Charla Mcfcalfe to Government, Oct 25, 1839 
f A few dajs after the opening of the Assembly, Metcalfe 
receded a letter from the Colonial Office, calling Ins especial 
attention to the Pnsons Act, -which had been the immediate cause 
of the resolution of the Assembly to suspend the exercise of their 
functions Metcalfe rephed, that the Prisons Act was inoperative 
from the want of funds to carry it into effect, and added, “I need 
not inform your lordship that the subject is one on winch much 
irritation has been excited Until real good can ho effected, I should 
tlunk it unwise to enter into conflicts -winch would only serve to 
renew bad feelmg and manifest the utter want of power m the 
Government Prom the apparent spint of good -withm the House 
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from month to mocth, continiull/ odrancmg m the good 
opinKnu of the colomiti. He floon began to aee that con 
iidenhle exaggeration had made ita waj* at homOt 
fh fft the best mfonned and tha shreirdest ftatesmen had 
been miam by the inflated etonea of eitber interested or 
Ignorant mfoimanti. He iras, for example^ directed to 
TmjiTpo upon the pmpnetora that no letnrn to comptdsoiy 
labonr would be permitted or any ftnther compensation 
allowed for its aboboon. To this he quietly rephed^ that 
thece pontjons were folly eatablisbed, and that he was not 
aware of the ezutence of any tmreatcitfible cxpectatirmi of 
a coctrary toidcnoy Nothing could have been more nae- 
len or more imtating than my anthorxtatire reopening of 
those old wonnda. 

On the 15KIi of Noremtwr Metcalfe reported to the 
Impenal Goreramentr that ever nnoe he had asotned 
chtu -gn of the idmimstiatioD of Jamaica he iiad bees 
** «>daiToani^ to inonlcat® chanty and hanncaiy among 
the inhabitanta of the island ” and that he had seen 
much reoacin to hope that the good sesae of all partiea 
iroald nltuMtely eecnre these desirable results." He con 
fesaed, howeTer that the dcfficuhie* of the labonr qnestian 
were TCiy great • and that ho oonU see diitmctly no 
suffioent remedy for it except that which would pro- 
duce. It was sometlung howerer to bring the employers 
and the employed to regard each other withemt nnbual 
dutrojt and this the soothing poboy of the new Gorernor 
wai gradually acoomplishing In e very new le tt e r that 
he wrote to the Colonial Office, ho reported a progreserro 
of iuceinWy I entertain comddertiis hope that dtfflcoltiei 
attendlBff tils greet qorttfcai msy te sarnwentei" — TCJcteier 3L, 

im] 

These wire, a* I hare slreedy stated, that people wHl not 
labnr vlthoat a ntffldont motir^ and that there was do sutSdoit 
modreln /amaka. The want of capital was ■natK^ prosstng 
M. 
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iniproicmcnt in tlie temper of all classes “ 1 hope,” he 
■v\ rote on the ofPcccnibcr, “that party spirit is sub- 
'Jiding, ami "will graclnally cease, unless it bo rc\n\e(l by 
measures or accidents likclj to produce irritation ” And 
befoM the end of the niontli he reported, that “ a good 
understanding between employers and labourers appeared 
to be gaining ground, and that there were fewer complaints 
on the part of landholders of disinclination on the pait of 
the peasantry to work ' 

Among other measures which he recommended at this 
time for the tranquilliration of the public mind, was one 
for tbc gradual reduction of the stipendiary magistracy 
To the proprietary classes this institution aias a perennial 
sore Its sudden abolition would haae filled the labounng 
population w ith despair *' But as the ranks of the magis- 
terial corps were thinned by tbc death, resignation, or 
promotion of one aflex another, Jlctcalfe bebeved that it 
would be expedient, by not filling up the vacancies thus 
created, to reduce the oflensiac body to a point at which all 
opposition to its existence would cease For himself, he 
said that ho would be willing to carry on the administra- 
tion avithout a smgle stipendiary magistrate in the island. 
He had faith in the good feelmg of all classes, if left to 

* Tins was asserted in verj strong language by the missionaries,, 
and Sir Charles Lletcalfe did not doubt tlic evil eflects of any pre- 
cipitate change One of the Baptist ministers wrote to Metcalfe, 
saying “I know not that Ie\er experienced a sentiment more 
nearl}’- verging upon despair respectmg a dear and sacred desire of 
my heart, then when I lately heard the report tliat tlie^stipendiaiy 
magistracy of this island is to cease. Shotdd such he the case, 
it woul^ he almost tantamount, in my apprehension, to the min of 
the staple crops of Jamaica, hy driving the lahonrers, all despond- 
ing, writlung, and indignant, from the cane-fields, and by that 
means to a new emission ot the gross and msane slanders of tlie 
island press agamst laivful, peaceful, and impartial liberty, ivith 
which expiring despotism has ever been repleta” 
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theiT own nnaidod iuftiocta , asd he did not doubt that 
the admmiftration of juftice, under a wiM and Tigilant 
anperin ten deuce might be left momly in the hand* of the 
lo^ magiftratc*. ‘ The local roagutratee," he said, “ are 
remorable bj the GoTemor at pleosure and I ehould 
expect that bj a 'watchftil attention to their coodoct by 
working on their good feeling bj aettling all donbtftil 
pomts either by law, or by l^jnl opinioni, and by insist 
jng on the administration of justice accordingly , as well 
as by the formation of such institutions as the Legislature 
of the island might be dispoeed to tTimnitihi for the purpoee 
the equitable ndministnUion of jasUoe might be aecured 
here, as well as elsewhere, without the ocntumed impoei 
tion on the colony of a class of magistrates who are 
natarally odious to thoao whose inSnence they in a great 
jnoasure snbrert • 

A day or two before Christmas the LegisIatiTe Council 

Sir to 1890 Insnothar 

letter be wrcrta “It la not by pUtlngooe setofciithoTlttes sfitost 
anotbec, th*t I hope to see this cokmy htppDy rorentedj but by 
gnertl hanoociy and oo-opentton^aod bya i-fsMHin isd obllrkm 
of dlcttn^onj which aroM out of a struggie which oo loogs 
axlstA. I see no reason to apprehend op pj e asl oo fro m regarding 
the local justices ai on the hum footing with the stipendlarlea. 
'Then U, I am anrtnoed. a sense of propriety and lore of Justice 
among tbs gentlemen of the Uaad genaaDy that would support 
the Oorernor In bis endearoor to secure the equitable admlniatra 
tk® of the laws in any Instances of ludlTldnal ttiVtxi'Wt On 
tbe othff band, the mlstlonartes were aakfaig “TYhcro shall 
Goreftnuent get good executors of lu laws ? Prom the gentry of 

Jamaica— tbeproprietora,OT«taeera,book kesperst Emphatleally 

For althoojb they hate bett Instnnnsotal In aboiliMng 
slarery they hare Derec heartily repented of tl» crime. lIonDy 
are ■lar^’boiiert adlii and with pertect unconsdousnaa of 
guilt, they atm generally mddhlt hi relatkn to the pohit baftire us 
tbe Insaoely contracted, prood, and partial priodplee of minds 
Inreterate in iniquity as tkr as the influence of tbs nnttmi and tbe 
restrietkoi of the Qorercmeot do not UmH them.* 
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and the Hou'JC of Asscinbl} adjourned foi the Christmas 
hohdajs, \\hich were to be extended to the 17th of March 
Ihc intcncning season is that at which the presence of 
the member^ is greatly required on their estates Keport- 
ing the adionrnnicnl, hfetcalfc wrote to the Home Goi em- 
inent that “ the business of the session had been conducted 
in both branches of the I^tgislaturc with great real and 
jmblic spmt, unremitting application and uninterrupted 
hai mony. ’ 

The Parliament of the island being thus adjourned, the 
Governor •^ct out on a tour of aisitation through the island 
lie liad much to see, much to hear, much to learn , and 
he made good use of liis tune He puslied his inquiries 
into all places, he comersed freely with all people He 
saw nothing thiough a mist of prejudice or paity-spint, 
but with unclouded eyes penetrated the truth Two great 
facts were soon made manifest to him The oue was, that 
the aristocracy of the island were in a most depressed 
condition , tlnit their fine estates ivere, in many c<ises, 
almost unproductive , .md that if labour could not by 
some means be piocurcd, there were few of them ivho 
would not soon be cngulplied in absolute ruin The othei 
w as, that the peasantry were m a thriving state , that they 
were, when not excited by blind leaders, a peaceful and 
■\vell-conductcd class of men , sober in the extreme , fre- 
quenters of the church , keepers of the Sabbath “ For 

* The following picture of the negro population, taken from a 
letter reporting the result of Metcalfe’s first tour, merits mser- 
tion — “I turn from the cheerless prospect of proprietors to a 
more pleasing feature m the present order of things The tlim mg 
condition of the peasantry is very striking and gratifying I do 
not suppose that any peasantry in the world have so many 
comforts or so much independence and enjoyment Their 
behaviour is peaceable — ^m some respects admirable They are 
fond of attendmg divme service, and are to be seen oh the Lord’s 
day throngmg to their respective churches and chapels dressed in 
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tlie« Ta 7 gratifying circnmitancei,” lie said, “vo aro 
Indebted to the ndniaterB of rdigion, m tho idend, of *11 
4^onmnin«rifTn« — Chindi of Englwid, Chnreli of Scotla nd, 
JIoTBTiana, 'W’eJeyinj, Baptiita , biibop, clergy, and 
mieioiiaTieB *11 tcrert themaelre*, and Tie 'witb each 
other in anuctble nTolry to do good to their fellow 
aentaree. 

It 15 to be Vneptpd that there thonld be anything to 
■mar the completeneaa of tooh a pictoie oi thi*. But the 
longer Metolfia dwelt upon the laland, and the more inh 
mately 1^ became acqojinted with what wu pfimng 
arormd brm the more connnoed he wu of the loot that 
the indoenoe of the Baptiat nusncmaries oyer the tmndi of 
the negro poptxUtion waa not wholly for good. In the 
nnbi of T>n^ ih ftatearrwm there waa not one lesa Ill:ely to 
be pr^odleed against that moat reapeotable body He 
had no api^^tKnAn prejttdicea of any but apart from 
bH genetal oomoderahona, baaed upon hu caihohafy cf 
spmt, it If matter of ecpecaal remark that in India Set 
Charle* Hetcolfe bad aeen nrach of the Baptist nnsaion 
ones, had etdmated thor high gnahtiee, largely 
oansted oil their xindertakuiga and had recerred &om 
them an Address etpresarm of tbar gratrtnde attach- 
ment towards ooe who Vi»it rendered them such essential 
aanoe.* Th ere were few men lor whom ha entertained 
a higher regard than for that doroted Dr Jjxpjh 

man, of Seiampore. He knew what was the seal, what 

good dodwa, and msnj of then mwmted on boneback. Tbsy 
■and tbsb cMdicn to aebool, and pay fljr their Tb^ 

nbccrlb* ftc tbs sreetioo of dambea and dtapelaj and In tbs 
BapUft c giannnj aea tb^ not oofy pruride tbo -wlKite expocM of 
the reflfffcro eaubfiabmait, bnt by th« aiocnnrt of their contrl 
bmkna aflhrd to tb^ shilften a Toy respectablo repporb 
l^rriage la poMral amonj; the psoplsi zoonli art, I muter 
ttand, nmeb Improred, and tbetr aobitety 1* lemarkabla.* 

Be«a»t* Chapter IV pafeallO— 111 
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llio pich, ^^]lat tlic {Ij^-intercitalncss ,of the Bapti'^t mis- 
fioinn* m tlic l!last, and Ijo ^\a<? prepared to hud m him 
onlj tlie «aiue holy eh inctcnstics in the "Wcbt But it 
liappcnc<l tint before Sir Chailes ]Mctcalfc had been many 
months in Jannica, a leading Baptist numsfer openly 
declared, that though their new Gmeinor hoped to find 
J iinnica a bed of roses, they nould take care that c\ery 
rose should h.u c its thorns 

itrctcalfc had ahvi^s said, that although Ins Goicrnment 
■\^as to be esscntiall} one of conciliation, it isould be difii- 
cult, if not impossible, to conciliate all classes The aery 
measures avlnch he adopted to soothe asperities m one 
quarter, a\cre likcl}', he knew, to aggraiate them in 
another. .Urcady, under his iniluencc, as ere all parts of 
the Legislature brought into hannonious action , already 
aans the colony fast becoming reconciled to the mother 
country 5 already as as the old mistrust betsreen the em- 
ployers and the employ ed beginning to disappear Sucli 
and so rapid liad been the success, rather of his demcanoiu 
than of his measures, that the apparent impossibihty avas 
almost oaercomr* But although he had conciliated all 
other classes, he had failed to concdiate the Baptist mis- 
sionanes “ On my taking charge of tlie Government,” he 
avrote, “ the course avhich I laid dosvn for mj’^self avas to 
conciliate aU parties, and by the aid of all parties to pro- 
mote the happiness and aselfai-e of Jamaica I have 
reason to believe that I have succeeded, aauth the exception 
of the Baptist missionary party ” 

“ I have naturally asked myself,” he avrote in the same 
despatch, “ avhy, haaong apparently succeeded in con- 
cihating all otlier parties, I have failed avith respect to 
that of the Baptist missionanes ? I have conducted myself 
toavards them as I have towards eveiy other denomination 
of Clmstian m in isters m the island I have subscribed 
avith the same readmess to their chapels and schools, avhen- 
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ever I Ii*Te H»d an lOpporttmiiy I Imre not aUcnred the 
opmiona which I have been forced to entertain of their 
political pi'O ce ediDgt to inflnenoe my behayioor or de- 
meanour towordi them. How then did it happen that 
they aloce appeftred to regard with mutmit and overfion 
tlw DOW Gorerzior of Jamaica ? 

Metcalfi) aihod himself this question, and the anfwer 
which mnoh conuderation of the whole question educed 
was a poinful ooe but be oonld not eecape from the 
conclosians which were thus forcibly suggested. As the 
fhend and protector of the labonron, hated by the landed 
anstocracy of the island, and at open war with the 
Parliament, Sir Lionel Smith had been the pet Gommor 
of the Baptist cnaffi.onaneg. His remcrral to mahe way 
for a man who came as the srowed :&iend of ah olasMs 
was obnoxious to that body and from the first they looked 
ukanoe at the catholio modcnbon-~the unirmal benigm^ 
of Sir Charles Metcalfe. He came aroong the islacden 
as the messenger of Peace and of aH men Imng the 
Christian miaccnianei of every deooimiiatian should hare 
ohairtad “ Beati Paofial" loudest m his praise. To say 
that the Baptist mlsaiouariea did not desire peace, is to 
bung the most dreadftil ohargs that could be brought 
against a mimster of the GoepeL But such jew the 

charge agamst them. And thar answer waa this They 

sold, m effect, that there was a cry of ‘ Peace, Peace J 
where there was no Peace. UleraHy the following 
which waa addretaed to Metoaife, m all nneenty f*TTt« to 
hare been their creed — Tour EbmeUeiM^ appears to mo 
to have two couraea before you— <ine, eking out, as long as 
nature and Proridenoe wiD permit, the false and heartleaa 
truce, which is called Peace by the slareholding spirit, but 
fundamentally is outrageous T7ar againet God and human 
happineta. The other, lustalning with all your tacred 
power that Peace Which t$ Peace— -which is war direct 
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and ceaseless against all transgression — whicli Las God on 
Its side, together with human nature in aU its noblest 
faculties — which, as far as it is carried, is the extraction of 
whatever is really wrong, and the restoration of every- 
thing that IS useful and holy and just and good — wluch 
consists in loving God supremely and our neighbour as 
ourselves, without parbahty and without hypocnsy ” This 
may be descnbed as the manifesto of a powerful section of 
the missionaries Peace, as undeiistood by the govermng 
powers, they openly and indignantly rejected 

It IS not my business to question their sincerity — to 
impute, as were imputed, sordid motives to them — but 
the violence of their behaviour, which they may have 
thought earnestness in a righteous cause, is to be both 
deplored and condemned. If it were their duty to render 
to God the things that are God’s, it was also their duty 
to render to Csesar the things which are Caesar’s, if it 
were their duty to fear Gt)d, it was also their duty to 
honour the king, in the person of his representative, if 
they were so eager to do their duty to their neighbour, 
how came they to forget to hve in chanty ivith all men ? 
God’s mandate to man is not to love his neighbours of one 
class or one complexion, but to love his neighbours of all 
classes and aU complexions The Baptist missionanes 
may have been earnest, zealous, sincere, disinterested, fuU 
of love of God and love of Man , but they were but bhnd 
guides to the people , they saw their Christian duties 
darkly through a glass of prejudice and error, and only 
perpetuated the evil which they were eager to destroy 
To say that the Baptist missionanes viewed with strong 
feelings of dishke the concihatory pohcy of Sir Charles 
Metcalfe, is only to interpret theur actions m accordance 
with the explanation afforded by their own words They 
never loved him from the first They thought, or pre- 
tended to think, that he was not the friend of the negro 
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population, becouM ho Traa not the unsparing cnemj of 
their oH maater*. And *0011 tiioT cnoulderiiig f ee lings of 
anger broke out into a blaao. A despatch, TTritten by Bit 
Charles Metcalfe on the ICth of October stating the results, 
up to point, of hu znqumes into the condition of the 
island been published by the Home Gorsnunent in 
a ooDoction of papers preaentod to Pariiamcnt In this 
despatch the norr Goremcn* had stated, in very mild and 
moderate language, uhak was the mfbrmatioii ha had 
obtained relatrra to the iiESneDoa exercised by the mis- 
fionanes OTer the minds of the eroanoipeted populafaon, 
ajvd what were its practical resulta. He said that, although 
all d cry^rnTTiati fm« of Trd doOB mUch gOod, the 

Haptists alone h»d done any harm, by keeping alire ani 
nwMities that it was desirablo to deiulen, by taking part in 
the strife of polidca, endeaTouring to tarn the infloenee 
obtained as mimsten of the Qospel to their uses as polibcal 
partuans. 

This despatch, pnoted at foil length soon came back to 
Jamaica in a Blue Book. The Baptist missionaneB resul 
it and from that tune tbeu* anger ogamst Sir 
Metcalfe was extreme. He was denounced from the pulpit 
on the Sobbath he was Tituperaled on week-days In 
public places, as the enemy cf the negro populnticm — the 
enemy of unirersal liberty Pohho meetings were Vld, 
at which the acts of the GoTemment were deDounoed as 
tyrannical and oppress! ro by excited oraton and resoln 
tions of an mflamiuatopycharactur, hUle understood by the 
majority, rrero framed and adopted. It was the oonstant 
theme of the Baptist ndnisters that they, njif^ they onty 
were the friends of the emancipated population— that all 
others were the oppreasors of the negro race — that no 
justice was to be obtained m the colony— that whererer 
the prostrate people turned their eyes there was nothing 
but blank despair 
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Such teachings as tlioso bore m time tlic accustomed 
fruit The coloured people, lun ing uuhmitcd confidence 
m their pastors, bclici ed all that Mas said of the oppression 
of then emplo} ers and the t} ranny of tlie Government ; 
and were soon npe for violence and outrage Sir Charles 
Metcalfe had determmed not to interfere vitli their meet- 
ings — not to notice their language lie could only suppress 
these assembhes by force, and the remedy, he said, “would 
be worse than the disease” “It is infinitely better,” he 
added, “ to let them pursue their course unmolested, and, 
as far as possible, unnoticed ” But although he said that 
he might treat all the denunciatory language levelled 
against himself as a farce, he could not help regarding the 
conduct of the missionaries with the deepest concern, on 
account of the evil effect that it WTought on the minds 
of the negro population “ I am bound by my duty,” he 
WTote to the Colomal Secretary, “ to inform y'oui lordship, 
that in ray opmion the worst evil which hangs with a 
menacmg aspect over the destinies of this island, is the 
urftuence exercised wnth baneful effect by the majority of 
the Baptist missionaries It is the worst, because it is 
the most irremediable Other evils and difficulties may 
yield to time, which may also dimmish the influence of the 
Baptist missionaries, or produce successors of a more 
Christian character , but long after their influence has 
ceased, its pernicious effect on the disposition of the people 
will remam I entirely lenounce the opmion w'hich I at 
one time entertained, that they had done more good than 
harm The good that they have done would have been 
done without them The evil is exclusively their oivn ”* 

* June 15, 1840 In tins despatch Sir C Metcalfe says "I have 
known Baptist missionaries in the East Indies for a long senes of 
years, who were constantly employed in domg good There is 
one in this island agamst whom I hare never heard a word of 
reproach, and there may he more eijnaUy mentonous I speak m 
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as Goreraor of <a West Ttk^imi oolony, tlitis 
IfMjded bj a liandibl of Biqrtut misfroTianew — thoi ao 
fcnoTTlodgnig how helpless wm all his wisdom and all hia 
power to d^l with then- me*aurele» mdiacretionj and to 
lilenoe tbeir rebelhoua tongaoa — if the thonghta of Charle* 
Metcalfe went baoV, as doubtless they did, to those old days 
when, m an East Indian aettlemant, he had seen how 
easily a British Goremor brushed sway all such annoy- 
anoe* eren before they had occoned — when Baptist mit- 
lionanes, m antidpation of indiscretions which they were 
never likely to cannmt, were not even suffered to locate 
themselves on British Intltan soil— venly he must have 
dwelt, with something of wonder, on the mighty diSbrenca 
between the East and the West and if he were eometunea 
sceptioal (as I do cot say that he was) of the advantages of 
oonstitotional g i n *! n m^nt in a seitleineiit m habited by 
d iffar ent races of men, it ought not, perhape, to be 
regarded as a sign of a mating folly or despobsm of the 
deepest dye. 

Sir Charles Metcalfe was aneered at as an “Indian 
Governor bat he had not transplanted any daapotiQ 
habits from the East to the West In the dilEoult oon 
janotore which bad now anaen, his coednot was pocnliarly 
forbearing Perhaps advantage was taken of this forbear 
once. Aasoredly the teachings of the naaiionanea bore, m 
doe KOfon, as I hare ctid the accustomed ffuit and soon 
it became Metcalfe s dnty to report that two serious dis 
tarbances had ooourrpd’— one at Lucea, tha other at 
Palrruinth. In the latter both the poHoe Trd ha miUtaiy 
were pelted by the mob and many of them wounded by 
the miffliles discharged by the mrifad populace. Tbe 

it|iTcl»tkin of tbose oolj who brasdbli tb« tor^ of discord, 
instead of perfonnlnf tbo port tt tros mtoisten of the Gospel, 
and firtdhig thdr people in the paths of peace pnsortbed bj' oar 
meek and bleased Barkror '* 
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Eiot Act was read The troops, who had acted with won- 
derful forbearance, were drawn up in hne, and received 
the word to load. Upon this, the rioters dispersed But 
the fever of excitement was not soon allayed The most 
unseemly language, denunciatory of all constituted authority, 
was freely used ; the Baptist missionary who had been the 
fomenter of the strife bemg the most unscrupulous m his 
utterances “ If I had known your errand,” said the man 
of peace to the pohce-mspector who had entered the house 
m the execution of his duty, “ I would have kicked you 
down the steps ”* 

A magisterial investigation into these proceedings was 
held, and some of the principal noters, including a relative 
of the missionary, were committed for trial The mis- 
sionary himself was afterwards added to the list by the 
Crown prosecutor, on the strength of the evidence adduced 
before the magistrates, and a true bdl was found against 
him The indictment, however, both agamst himself and 
his relative, was subsequently quashed, on the ground of an 
antecedent lUegahty The noters were found guilty, and 
sentenced to short periods of impnsonment Metcalfe was 
anxious that their pumshment should be lement, and would 
not have been sorry if some of them had escaped He 
was not inthout a hope that the effect of these proceedings, 
however lamentable in themselves, would on the whole be 
beneficial to the colony, “ by showing to the people that 
they incur responsibihty by such outrageous conduct as 
was manifested on this occasion ” 

To one so anxious as Sir Charles Metcalfe to concihate 
aU classes of the community — so eager to establish universal 
peace from one end of the colony to another — ^the existence 
of these animosities was a souice of contmuous pain. It 
was the one black cloud that marred the univeisal tran- 

* This man (Mr "Ward) was not an agent of the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society 
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qiinirf 7 Trluch Ire had stnrai to rertore to the boniUfal 
he been oonumciuiDed to govem. But, on 
t2ie other lund, there irerB many great compensahans. 
The longer he continued to preafde orer the Gorennaait 
of Jamaica, the more obnenu irere the good ‘efieot* of his 
conciliatory polioy He treror met or ported from the 
Bepreeentatire Assembly, at the beginning or doae of a 
aestioo, frlthout congntnlaiing thon, in all tmeen^, up on 
the harmony which regulated all the proceedings of the 
laland Lcgulatnre hor was this harmony secured by ai^ 
week or unwise concenwos, by any yielding of hia own 
opinions, or any sacrifice of the dignity of the Crown. He 
sometimes difierod firnm the other estates, and in the 
rightful ezertnse of his prerogatim emended their legis- 
la fa cm but he did it in a manner so i^iendly and con- 
ciliatory that hij opposiiloD gore no ofience. He always 
garre the Assembly credit ibrgood inteiitarins and, standing 
betweeu tire local Legislatare and thelmpenal Gorernment, 
exerted bTrrmotf, end with good sucteaa, to reconcile one to 
the other to redooe the amount of antagonism between 
than, if he could and if not, to disarm it of its sting He 
saw the evil of too much interference on the part of the 
Imperial Gcienmwnt, and he cxErted him»pTf, by l e pre - 
■entations not unjust because not untarourable, to induce 
the Colcmal-officfl to look with more upon the 

proceeding! of the Jamaica ParhamenL He saw the 
dai^er of prorokmg a new oontest with t>n<t body and he 
conemred it to be bis du^ to warn tbw XTinuf^T of the 
fn^tful results that would probably attend pmrfhpT col 
liuocu “ It is easy," he said on ona occasion, after speak 
mg of these dangers, ** by a cmgla false step to mto 

a difficulty but it is not so easy to get out of it. And when 
the two giants, PrivilagB and Prerogatire, hare been roused 
to a c omb a t, it is hard to say where it will terminate." 

It would take long to tell if the were appropnato 
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in «:ucli n worlc ns this, vhnt vcrc flio nets of the local 
Tx’gi^lnturc during the tno }onrs n\hich «n\\ Sir Clmrlos 
Metcnlh' nt the head of the Go\ eminent of Jamaica lint 
there are one or two iiiensures peculiarly idonlifieil ^^ltll 
the Governor himself, of n\lnch brief muiUon may be 
made, as lUu'fnting the clnractcrisfic liiimanity of the 
man He nns ncry anxious to miligntc the se\enty of the 
cnmmnl code of the island ^fnn) of the old statute-lav. s 
of Ihigland, malcing minor ofienccs c.apital, rcm.ained 
iinrcpcalcd in the Jamaica code; and it nns the custom to 
pass sentence of death with .a prodigalil} which would 
have been perfect!} frightful, if commutation had not 
generally followed as a matter of course Against the 
continuance of a state of things which was either a con- 
temptible absurdity or a ludeous dcformit}’’, he cngeily 
remonstrated Itw.as, ho s.aid, preposterous to leave the 
punishment of so inst a number of criminals to the 
Governor, who was not present at their tnal, and who was 
not supposed to be acquainted w itli tlic merits of the different 
eases thus finally brought before him The power of hfe 
and death thus transferred to the Governor might, under 
some circumstances, be dangerously abused , and, under 
any circumstances, Illctcalfe was of opinion tliat the san- 
gmnary criminal laws which still formed the code of 
Jamaica, whether operative or inoperative, were shU a 
disgrace to the island 

Another measure of which mention should be made lu 
this place, is one which evunccs jMetcalfe’s regard for the 
welfare of that great class of fellow-men who wear the 
uniform and fight the battles of the country By the 
European soldiers sent to gamson the island, Jamaica had 
always been regarded as a vast grave-yard Such, at 
tunes, has been the temble mortabty among them, that it 
IS on record that of a newly-amved regiment of 800 men, 
two-thirds have been destroyed by pestilence in the course 
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of a fortnight* There era chmatea of ell kind* in 
Jamaica— the healthiect and the most deadly The latter 
m all perta of the irorJd, are tmially selected for the 
location of our Bntaii eoldiera and there being Tnthin the 
limits of the island petblential low lands, con tinned lesi 
dence in which was almost certain death, they were 
selected for the cte of oar pnnmpal barraoka. Tear ailer 
year the remits of the aelectian exhibited little Tana fi cm. 
In the year 1840, Sir Wdlum Gomm, who then com 
manded the forces m Jamaica, Arrote to Sir Charles Met 
calfe that the flower of TT-^f- * 8Snd Itegunent had recently 
been aw^ down en ma*M by a andden blast of disease.'' 
All the healthiest and the steadiest yonng men in the corps 
had penahed, whilst the old drunkards had generally sur 
Tirei 

Sir Charles Metcalle, who had giren considerable atten 
tioa to the subject of medical topography in India, and had 
st^dflLStly promated the aamtaty measures which his foend 
Mr J B. Martin, had ongmated, regarded with the deepest 
interest this question of the location of the troop#. ‘When 
not oompelled by pnhho bnsuiesi, he always dwelt iqion 
the hUls, in a pleasant oonntry-houae called Highgate, 
where he ergc^ed both health and retmimemt-f He knew 
therefore, that there were good dun ale# in. the island , and 
be saw no reason why a British Ibroe should not bo pie 
serred as carafnlly os a British Gorernor So he entered 
heart and sonl into a great efibrt to secure thw location of 

Bee ColoDd ToQodi’a Bsparts. 

f OfthficUmstaoftheaiDmitsixuhavrotatolIr Uartla ''TV’e 
eoiaj In our eoontiy rotUeocf oo the nkmnttfau, atmin to uf 
In Junalcs, a dlmtfe that cannot be vnrpaaed lor plauantDen In 
uiy part of the vurld — and 1 ahouU tMnk not Ibr bealthtDea* 
eUber If daflrteot in anything. It is In hcidng odd, of viilofa to 
hare bat Uttlei. Tbe thenDocteter range* gcsenHy Irtot AS to 

S aU the jrear roond. Oreat heat b unknown." — See also Met 
calfe *■ prtride l ette r s , qixrted la tbe racceoding chapter 
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OUT troops on those parts of the island in which death ivas 
not a necessary condition of residence in barracks 

I beheve that I should err if I were to attribute to Sir 
Charles Metcalfe the exclusive merit of initiating this im- 
portant movement He was mstructed by the Home 
Grovernment to institute inquiries into the subject, oi 
rather to assist the mihtary authorities m such an inquiry 
It IS to the honour of Sir Wilham Gomm that he did his 
part of the work with remarkable earnestness and zeal 
He was in continual correspondence with the Governor — 
with whom in all cases he co-operated ivith extreme cor- 
diality — upon a subject which, it is obvious, lay very 
near to his heart And the result of their conjoint 
efforts was, that whereas it had formerly taken seven years 
and a half to destroy a thousand men, it now takes 
forty-five years to send the same number of men to theu 
graves * 

In a matter affectmg the lives of so many men entitled 
to the tenderest sohcitude of the authorities, both Sir 
Charles Metcalfe and Sir Wilbam Gomm felt that it was 

* It happened that there was already one healthy station at 
Maroon Town, in the mountams on the north side of the island , 
whilst the others were on the south side, in the naghbonrhood of 
Eangston When, m 1840, the sudden pestilence which destroyed 
BO many men of the 82nd Kegunent, broke over Kingston and the 
neighbourhood, the troops m the Maroon Town barracks contmued 
m perfect health. Subsequently, on the earnest recommendation 
of Sir Charles Metcalfe, the troops were removed from the low 
lands near Kingston to the Port-Eoyal TTillg Eecommendmg 
these measures, Metcalfe wrote “The expense that must be 
incurred to carry them mto effect is of no sufficient consideration 
m comparison with the health of the troops If the island 

should not be able to defray the expense, I hope that the plan will 
not on that account be abandoned, and that the arrangement may 
be made complete by havmg barracks built m a healthy position 
for both of the European regiments on the south side of the 
island ” — [Sir Charles Metcalfe to Government, April 14, 1840 ] 
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of impartmoe to act unth piomptittide and tlio litter, 
therefore, recomroeiuied that, peodiog a rufereaco to Go- 
Tenunent on the rabject of a propoae^ pnrchiM of land 
for the erection of boxracki on the hilJi, an initial experi- 
ment ahonld be mode. Metcalfe at once gruped the 
proposal. In the carao of hnmani^ he iras not one to 
shnnt ftom anj reeponjibiHty He sanctioned, by way 
of experiment, the erection of a btnldnig fer the occommo- 
dalion of 100 men, on a piece of g r o gnd rented, Troth 
option of pnrohije, for the prupose and chnraotemticany 
intimated to the Home Gorenunesit, that, ^hanng sane 
boned the temponny arrangement on hii own respcaislbitity 
he Tntj prepared to regard the expen so as chargeable to 
hnnitelf penoniHy if the orranganent ihonld not meet 
with approbabon. I hero coraadered," ho added, the 
health of the troopa at too important to alloTr me to besftate 
m inctffnng riik. * 

To dwell npon the general kindness and hamaoity of 
tn^ a nan wtrold be mere Impertinence. That it ^onld 
hare boen erer queatumed — that it ehonld hare been rop- 
poaed that his sympathiai were not mth the many, and 
that the happmaa of the negro popnlabon, the gr^ 
maoei of Jamaica, did not lie very near to hu heart, if 
only to be aocotmted for on the hypothesis that rnert aro 
not always credited for philanthropy of which th^ do not 
m a te a great rerbal display It u tran that Metcalfe did 
not think it necaanry to write elaborate deipatohet to 
demonstrate that Freedom la a better state than Slarery, 
or m a te grondHoquent speeches in praise of “ Ciril 
Eeligions liberty oH orer the World." There were cer- 
tain settled points on which he regarded it almoet as an 
minlt to the nnderstandings of hu officml correepondenti 
to enlarge. He oonudered that freedom of all 

Sir Oaria iTitcal/i to Gerarmai, JoMMarr * IMl 



STATE Ot THl- COLONY. 


279 


classes of the colonial community u as one of these settled 
points , and he did not, therefore, in so many Nvords, 
assure tlic Colomal Mimstcr tlint he had no intention of 
pernutting a return to compulsory labour in any shape or 
under any name. But either because he was chary of 
such platitudes, or because he was not contmually at n ar 
with the Assembly — and tlie Assembly were regarded 
as the enemies and the oppressors of the coloured race — a 
suspicion that he was not well-disposed to preserve in- 
aiolate the freedom of the emancipated slaves seems to 
have gamed ground at the Colomal Office, and to have 
been adopted in other quarters But ]\Ietcalfe truly said 
that It nas a prejudice and a delusion , and when, on the 
opemng of the session, in 1841, he addressed the Assembly, 
he piibhcly repudiated the injurious supposition m the 
foUonmg words . 

" AU who are 'icquainted with the state of this island must know 
that there is no more fear of a return of slavery in Jamaica, than 
there is of its establishment m England , that our emancipated 
population are as free, as mdependent m their conduct, as well- 
conditioned, as much in the enjoyment of abundance, and as 
strongly sensible of the hlessmgs of hberty, as any that we know 
of in any country And every one who reflects must be aware, 
that m a land where the demand for labour is pressmg and the 
supply madeqnate , where the people have m most parts means 
of support which ‘preclude the necessity of contmuous labour , 
where the desire to hve at ease may to a considerable extent be 
gratified , and where xmcultivated and fertde land is abundant 
and procurable at httle cost, positive coercion is m the nature 
of thmgs impossible , and that the virtual coercion which m aU 
countries is imposed by the necessities of the labourmg man, is 
likely to be less here than m any part of the TJmted Kmgdom 
To these advantages may be added, that aU disqualifications and 
distmctions on account of colour have ceased , that men of all 
colours have equal rights m the law, and an equal footmg m 
society , and that every man’s position is settled by the same cir- 
cumstances which regulate that pomtm other free countries where 
no difierence of colour exists , that civil and rehgious hberty is 
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imlremDj' enjojed In u groai a degra m In the motlw coimti7 
and tliat ire lUTo a prflM M free aa anj In the irorld* Booh la the 
preaeot conditkra of tlda colony In all thoae itapecM | and It may 
be aaaerted iritbont fear of daolal, that the Ibrfoer alarei of 
Jamaica are aov aa aecnre In bH aocUl rlffata aa ftee-bon Britona. 
Let It be our atady gentleanan, to conJrm^ and. If po a alb l p , Im- 
proTO thla happy abate.” 

Sir Ch&iiea Metcalfe h^d nmdo np hiB muid regarding 
the oonne of policy "which it became him to pursue and 
he nercT deviated from it. Hia object wns to eecure the 
permanent proapenty of all ciajae*, and he Imew that the 
flnt step towards this wna the tranqinllixaticin of the public 
mm d. He desired to replace mlatmat by confidence, not 
in the brenat of one clao, but of all claaea. Too much 
harm had already been done Tty portuanshap— by frie aa- 
sumption that the interests of tbe negro alcms required 
protectroQ. He hn/^ seen much and heard znuoh, daring 
his island tour in the ipmig of 1840, from the negroes 
themselTes whom he had freely innted to meet him and 
declare tbdr gnermnees to connnee him that ar^ open 
espousal of the oaose of one party would be jnoet injonous 
to the happiness of aH He determined therefiire, to go 
about hii good work m hia own way, and he called upon 
the Imperial Government to giro him their confidence and 
support Ihey told him to protect the interesta of the 
great mass of the people and be answered 

In tbs eoachuUag raoarki of y uur lordship a despatch cm tbe 
duty of aUbrding protectkxi to those clsaaea of the Qneen a anldecta 
who conatituta the great malorl^ of the popnlstkai of Jamaica, I 
bag JoaTe to express my entire coocsrrence. Ko person In the 
wertd can be more soislble of tbe weight fb** obllcatlaD timi 
the fwremor who In addition to the calls bnmaiilty and pnbllo 
dnty has tho frzrther motire that Ua repntatloo depends cm tbe 
follUinent of that porpoae. only qneatko la, how It can beat 
be sccompllabed— wbethar by riding poachabod over the liland 
Insatntfcms, and kn ock i ng down right and left ererythlng that 
Stands In erne’s way | or by cordially ccHaperatlng with the Island 
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autlionties, Icgislatn c and evecutne, profiting by tlioir good feel- 
ings, taking them by the hand and leading them gently to ever^ 
desired impro"! emcnt, respecting their just rights as ■well as those 
of others, and aboi e all, by not suspecting and distrusting them 
The latter is the course vliich naturally presented itself to me, 
and if your lordship allous me to proceed in it, I -mil answer for 
this decidedly, that the people shall be efficiently protected , and 
if I cannot ansu er for e\ erj thing else, I will candidly appnse you 
■wlieneier I see reason to anticipate a failure , and I confidently 
trust that in the mean time no harm will hai e happened from the 
C'qienment 

“ Appljang the question to legislation, I would say that I know 
no limit to the improvement m our legislation that might bo 
effected by gentle means If your lordship would send me the 
most perfect code of laws in the world, sccurmg in the utmost 
degree the liberty and protection of tlie subject, I could almost 
engage that it should be adopted as the code of Jamaica, and I would 
say the same as to any amendments of our existmg laws that can 
be suggested, provided that they come recommended purely as im- 
provements , but if the impression be produced, however mistaken, 
that our well-meant, albat imperfect, legislation is received with 
suspicion and distrust, examined with a censorious spirit, rejected, 
and hurled back on us branded with the opprobrium of designed 
injustice and oppression , that which is deemed good and just law 
for the firee people of England is reprobated as the rei erse, because 
it is enacted in Jamaica , that affection and care are entertamed 
for only one class, and that all others are regarded with injurious 
prejudice , then disgust must arise, which would be followed by 
disaffection and its consequences The island could only m that 
case be governed by the mam force and coercion of the mother 
country The cordial co-operation of the Island ILegislature and 
constituency would be at an end I am m tins descnption only 
endeavoxumg to pomt out the opposite working and effects of dif- 
ferent systems , and by mference the consequences to be expected 
accordmg to the mclmation which your lordship’s measures may 
seem to have towards the one or the other I am sure that your 
lordship’s mtentions are both just and generous, but much, it 
appears to me, depends on the way m which the most generous de- 
signs are pursued.” 

It would be difficult to describe more distinctly the 
pobey in accordance with which Metcalfe endeavoured, and 
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Tniit tocH remarkable fucceas, to tranqnilliae the trembled 
TTmton of Jamaica life. The longer he remained on the 
uland, the more opparent it became to him that the negro 
popolntum required to be reminded of their rights much 
leas thnn of their obhgationa. Initead of bdug an abject 
and obsequious race of men, he found that they irere peon 
harly Tmmmdfol of what thty owed to couttituted autho- 
ntj • There waa no fear of their not aasertmg their 
prinlegee, ai free men, and maintaining thpm to the 
utmoft, eren bj demonstrations of fbroe. He knew that 
10 long as he win actmg in harmony with the Awembly 
there wnj little fear of the propnetori commithng any 
e xc etsei against the labouring olasiee. He taught the 
former that their best poUey was corioiHition their best 
mtereet, peace and he tan^t the latter the samo great 

* A remarkahk dostratlon of this dlmcud of aatborlty iras 
■applied tpy the dronnstaace of a rioi In Klngstcn dorisg the 
ChrivUnu of t&4L It tppetri that at this pecM cf the jeer the 
n^roo had beoi in the habit, dotlsg their time of ilar^ of 
getting ttp certain ntannUa — cf dan ring md dnmmilng and 
atn g tn g , and maaipiertdlng through the pnhSc ttree ta . bad 

heel rather encooiaged bj tho masten, u a reit Ibr fopar 
flixxu m er g j irhldi might otbsrwlae hare hem tnraed Into dan- 
geoTu chamt^ It aeena, btnrerer that in later jort the 
inhabltanU cf Eingstoo had cenedTed that the free negroes might 
ahandoc thii Tannant of thdr old bondage and harfaarlsm, and h^ 
coa[plfiiT>ed cf the inooEmdence ef the cmtoco. Upon thia the 
major a nub and wT«*ig4»eaded mam took it npon tIo- 

lentlj to mpprm the rerel* of the people hj the tgenoj of the 
poGea 'Ihe ccaaequoKs vaa, that mob roae «■ KflSM agairut 
the cantltirted agthfrritiea. The major fled fbr hla life. Tbeml- 
Titarj wwe caJIed out. The commander of the leaned a 

proclamation In the name cf the OoTemor | Tut aithongh tho riot 
waa qadled, it waa long beiire the puhUo ercitanu mt waa allajed. 
Tho coodnet of the major vaa a ei e rrij condanned bj ITctcalfe. 
Bat for the proMice of a atroog mllltajj farce at Klngiton, the 
dlfttnbance might hare ended in a general tn ^n i cf the 
negro popnlatfan. 
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lecson And no one on that island, a; ho i\as not interested 
in the perpetu.ition of discord, denied that he had drawn 
tlie labouring classes and their cmplojers nearer to each 
other than they had ever been draivn before. “ A small 
but nrulent party here,” he UTotc in October, 1840, to 
Sir Richard Jenkins, “ whose sentiments are adopted by a 
larger party at home, cannot persuade themselves that the 
contest has ceased ; or that it is compatible with their 
interests that it should cease , and xontmue to carry it on 
\ ery uselessly, and by its effect on their negro flocks per- 
niciously , but this bar to harmony wiU, I hope, in time, 
•wear away, and leave all in peace and good-'nill ” 

Nor were these anticipations falsified by the result 
Throughout the year 1840, frequent had been Metcalfe’s 
complainte of the irntatmg conduct of the Baptist mission- 
anes Throughout the year 1841, his despatches are 
almost silent on the subject Indeed, the first few months 
of his residence on the West-India island left httle for him 
to do towards the great work of umversal reconcihation 
Time did all the rest , and as time advanced, Metcalfe 
went steadily on stdl in harmony with the Colomal Legis- 
latme, sometimes ongmatmg, sometimes amendmg local 
enactments , and always devotmg himself to the pubhc 
business with a laborious earnestness almost 'inthout a 
parallel m the history of colomal government 

In estimatmg the amount of his labours at this time, it 
IS not to be forgotten that he was Chancellor as well as 
Governor of Jamaica At certain seasons of the year it 
was his business to preside in the Court of Chancery He 
had less judicial experience than most men tramed in the 
Cml Service of the East India Company. But he earned 
to his work an inflexible impartiality, a large store of 
common sense, and an extensive knowledge of manlond 
Such attnbntes as these may not be sufficient to make a 
Chancellor Bnt I beheve that Metcalfe’s decrees gave 
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general aatuiactioH both to tho Bar and theif cl i pnti. He 
IB by thoae "who knerr him be*t to bafo t aken very 
great irrtrr wrt m thia part of hi* bosmet*. He ^ra* inde- 
lattgable in Hi attention to it and there fffw’ thing* 
irhich he ttrove more rcaolntely to prorent than the acmi 
mnlation of caM* on hi* file. He raed to bout, in a 
playfnl manner, that m one ecnia at lai*t bo itm an 
extent Chanoellor for be never fxrfTered his bQBme*i 
to fall in arrear* The jodgment* irhich ho delivered 
•were pr om pt and perhapa, there would have been 
more justice in them if he bn it ipent hi* be*t day* in the 
Inn* of Court. 

It vrould be foDy not to atimate at their true valno the 
advantages of legal training Tbo Governor of Jamaica, 
who might to-day bo a Inlurlou* nobleman wid to-morrow 
an imtable loldier 'wa* obvioualy not tho proper ftme- 
ti ouar y to undertake nch bosmeas u Heto*l& vnu called 
upon to perform, bowever efficiently bo may have performed 
It. Among other measure* of law reform for •which H* 
ndmimttration wu celebrated, was one for the appoint 
meat of a Vlco-Chanoellor — a competgit lawyer to -wbota 
thenceforth the real judiotal busmeu of the Court was to 
be entrusted. Thare •wn* nothing indeed, which occupied 
•o much of tho Umo of the Legislature, and of tho thought* 
of tho Goremop a* measure* for the improvement of the 
administration of justice m all it* branohe*. I hnre 
already spoken of Metoalfe ■ eSbrts to mitigate the M Tc nty 
of the criminal code of the ulaod. The subject of prison 
diKuplme -was ono much pondered and discnaeed at thi* 
time- It may be menUoued, too tlrt be -was very deeirous 
to keep down litigation, and the it engendera, 

by all reasonable means. To thu end be proposed, u an 
•useful local mititulion the estabbihmttit of Courts of 
Artntratwn or, as ho called them Courts of E*ot®cIliation, 
under which certain cases, eapeciaUy those between master 
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and sen ant, might be adjudicated b} umpncs selected by 
the parties But ns their annrds nerc not to be final, 
those courts had the inliercnt defect of all sj stems of arbi- 
tration, that they aery often, like Chaos, oiilj'inorc cmbioil 
the afirny 

Before the end of 1841 hletcalfc belieaed that his nork 
T,as done — that the objects for which he had consented to 
forego the dchghts of case and retirement in his native 
country had been achieved So hen rote to the Colonial 
Secretarj’, requesting him to obtain from her hlajesty per- 
mission to retire from the Government of Jamaiea The 
ConsenaUves were at this time dominant in Downing- 
Etreet Sir Robert Peel nas at the Treasury , Lord Stanley 
n as at the head of the Colonial Office Sir Charles Met- 
calfe was a Whig — and something moie tlian a Whig. 
But little as his sentiments were in aecordance mth those 
of the men then in office on any great question of domestic 
policy, he saw no reason to think that the colonies ai ould 
be worse governed by them than by their predeeessors. 
Indeed, there were some points in conneetion anth the state 
of affairs in Jamaica regarding which he) was less likely 
to differ from the Conservatives than from the Whigs He 
was, indeed, very anxious at this time that it should not be 
supposed that his resignation of the Government was in 
any way hastened by the change of hlinistry at home 

In his private letters written throughout the years 1840 
and 1841, INIetcalfe had often spoke of his contemplated 
retirement , and the one unvarying formula which he used 
was this — “ My departure is fixed for the time when eithei 
I can do no good by remaining, or I can go without fear of 
doing harm ” In November, 1841, Metcalfe bebeved that 
that time had come 

“ When the offer of the Governorship of this island and 
its dependencies was conveyed to me," he wrote to the 
Colonial Secretary, “ my only inducement in acceptmg it 



S8C THE GCFvmDOHfT or jakuoa, 

■wKJ tlw hope of rendering eome femce to ray oonntry bj 
becoming m the recoacilintion of the oolonj 

to the mother conniry That object ■was accompliihed 
aoon after my amral by the good sense and good feeling 
of the oolonists, Trho readily and oardially met the con 
cdliatory dupoaition irhloh it ww my duly to eTince 
tcrwardi them. The next ant^eot ^hich attracted my 
ft ttffntmn was the tmiatisfactoTy feehng of the labouring 
population tormrdj thdr employen!. This has natamlly 
aubtided into a state more consistont mlh the rel at i o ni of 
the partiea, and there is no longer any ground of anxiety 
on that aCootmt. Other dissensions m the community, 
TThioh grew out of preoeding tdrcumstanoes, hare either 
entirely or m a great degree, cased and order and 
barmemy with excepbons which will occasionally occur in 
erery state of society may be said to prerajJ.*** His 
jmsnon of peaoe had, therefivei, been ftilflUed aztd he 
beliered that, without any aaotiftee of doty, he might itow 
reto agaia into pnrate I1&. 

His reaignaticn was aooepted With unfmgned regret. 
The Colonial Bearetary mtimated that he was commanded 

* He spoke also of the extautre law r ^eTmu irUch been 
Imtitined his adzolalftndra, bj’ ttjingt 

^ It Is far from mj Inlsotkin to represent there b not ample 
and noble emptoynwot kft fcr inj sm ai ae ui - a There Is a great 
field fbr oonttnoal Improreoient Tb® country >i«* rast T fn iirr ^ 
yet undereloped. A largv popolsthn o^ AiUcans fijr liboar In 
the liOwlands is re^uMte ( and the estaUlilunent of a popelatioa 
of Europeans tn the Highlands Is highly deatnbla Capital, vUch 
tn despair of adequate profit has been withdrawn, -will require In- 
creaslDg enterprise and snccaH to tanpt It to resort hither. To 
seuue and maintain tbs afibctloo of th* colony towards the mother 
camtiy ; to premote the wjilkte and proaperlty of the Island, and 
the hipphteai of Its faihabhaats, will fbnn a taak at high Intoest 
and fanportancB — the pr u t^re sa of wtdeh camwt fall to be ttttfided 
with beartfUt prattfleatioo | bnt Its pj^riw- t faMrafflt can only bo 
the Toric of time.* 
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; 1 c < * f*' S>r ( !i Mi’*! nlH’ ‘li'” “ • ' pn fsion of lior 
M''i< ' \ lu^’j ippro^MiJon of tti" nhilitj nn<-l pttl'nju.il 
V I'.'i ^\hlc'l })!’ Jill p ■l<irnv-tl th-- ijnj>ortTnt <hitn s 
t to him " "1 )n\t •!. nitil,” '^ tkI Lonl Stuiloj, 

ph T^uiT fro’n tin* impnntil niifl puitnlh '^itis- 
fiot ’n r> pirt of tho eo^n n v.lurl» jon wjro omblerl to 
t^TiMiii! ri ^ou»• {l^'<^pntc!i of the I't oJ XoMmlnr, niid I 
mn o ih ‘1 mir ^ oti jii'^tico in achnoulmlpintr innet uiUmplj 
]Kor rm.c]i th»s Ftilc of thinps k to be nttnhutcd to ^our 
nbli' nn>l jitubcuhis ndini’iuti ition " 

'J Jio tv.o pre It vt'iiulrig cxih of n want of 1 ibonr mid n 
v.mit of cajiitil, A\li:cli M* tcalfe Ma*; compi.llc'] to lcn\( 
bJnnd lam — cxi!' A\iac]i l.e Ind doiu las br'^t to initigoto, 
b\ cncouricring iminipnlion, and proinofing ilio deielop- 
nunt cf tlioo ooloia d n '■onrcf s i\lacli least rei|inre<l the 
labour of nnn for tlicir prodmMion — lit liojiod .aid belic\c<l 
%\onld ticld to the .action of time They ivould ticld, he 
tliouclit, because peace bad been c«t iblislicd — bcc,ause 
then, V. as no longer social coimibion from one end of tbe 
island to another , bec.ause confidenD’ had been restored 
bclwetn classes long severed, and good-will implanted in 
the breasts of men once tom by the avorsl passions of 
manhnid 

But .dthough he was compelled to le.ae tills behind 
him, he ftlt assured that he would Ic i\c no enemicb. Eien 
the missionaries, who had opposed lam .at the outset of las 
career, had come to understand him better , and Jfetcalfe 
rejoiced in las inmost he.art to see the many fine qu.alities 
of the men no longer obscured, and their high and holy 
calling no longer degraded by invetcnite party-prejudices, 
avliich, although they m.ay have been the grow^tli of 
chanty and humanity, had become uncharitable in their 
Tuamfestations, and inhuman in their results '' 

* I ironld msh it to be understood that the remarks made in 
this cliapter on the conduct of the Baptist missionaries in Jamaica 
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To giro ft nmmary of Sir Quirlea lletcalfe $ Gorem 
TTw^it of Jftmftica, at tii» do«e of ft obapter ttHoIi u Itself 
little more a Btnmuftry, would be cnlj to repect, with 
ii1iiT>it verbal ftlteratiou wbot I have alreadj written. In 
the history of Colonial Ajdnunistr&tion it u ftlmoct withotrt 
ft panDeL He hod reconoflod the colony with the mother 
coontij he hod recoiicllad oil claieea of cokmiftl eocie^ 
end whilft he had won the approbatioa of hu Sovereign, 
he hod earned with him, ftlfto, the hearts of the people 
And It was truly said of him, by mem who hod watched 
with the deepest interest hu oontumed euooefs, that the 
influence of hu high qnolitieft t^ndd not be oonflued to the 
age and ootmtiy m wWdi they were exercued, but would 
have on alndiiig eflhet on Colonud Adnuniitmtaon in sli 
placet tod in oH time. 

(ft aohjeet vUch I voald b»re tvoided, if noh croddmeo had 
be«i poofbk), ore not Isteoded to to the ntlre body 
Whether the miiadty were tmpttcftted ia the proceedinj* whkh I 
have otrrtted I cm imchta to determlnfi. iff hhaaetf thenght 

that they were, but be wu ecco to odsilt that there were nnte 
coBunendcble eccepttoos, ssd to beu tatthoony to the ■ibrrfr - aiJA 
character of the Boptlct mierimariee in other porta of the wozhL 
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PRIVATE LEFE Ef JAJ1LA.ICA 

Metcalfe’s Private Correspondence — Letters to Mrs Monson and 
JIrs Smythe — Yearnings after Home — Preparations for Dejiar- 
ture — Regrets of the Island — ^Fareivcll Addresses — ^Parting Gifts 
— ^Final Departure 

WniLST following tlie statesman in Ins trmmpliant career 
of beneficence on tbis new tbeatre of action, I have scaicely 
turned aside to speak of the man His piivate corre- 
spondence at this time is, liowevor, full of interest It 
dwells upon bis domestic habits , occasionally touches on 
public affairs , affords glimpses of the feelings -nuth which 
. he regarded the future , and speaks of the way of life 
which he had mapped out for himself on his return to 
England Some passages from his letters to his aunt, hlis 
Monson, and his sister, hirs Smythe, given in this place, 
•will keep up the narrative of his private history better than 
anytlimg I can ivnte about it — 

“ I ivrite this from my country residence in the mountains, to 
■which I retreat -whenever puhhe business will permit, uhich 
happens at present for two ot three days m the week The climate 
of Spanish Town, or more correctly St lago de la Vega, is 
extremely hot — as hot as that of Calcutta m the hot season, 
without any pretensions to the same degree of cold m the cold 
season. Spanish Town, as it is commonly called, is our capital, 
where the Parhament of the island meets, where my Court of 
Chancery, for I am Chancellor here, is held, and where generally 
pubhc husmess is performed, exceptmg what is done hy -written 
orders, which can he executed here better than there I am, 


t 

290 raiVlTE LIFE iw JAMAiai 

iK w u rer teccaarily ddufly •! SpanUi Tom iiid cm ooly cwne 
hCTe when drcnnifUiKef ■»ni kOov Hero — I mem In the 
jmynnUfa* — the rnmat^ If perfbdlca) neltber hot nor eoW, nor 
dinfreeahle In any my throngbcnit the year cccept from rain 
and dimpfor a ihort period. If climate mre eTcrytUng, I ahoold 
jrefer IWnj on thli epot to any other that I knor in the mrid. 
Afwt although I ibtll be hoartQy glad vben, after aecompUdilng' 
the pnrpoaea for Thkh I eama, I can re turn besne, 1 nerertheleaa 
feel that daring my abacnce It la a great cixiaolatlan to bare 
the eojoyment of a anperior to that of England 

aa mil as to that of any part of In^ In which It was my Ipt 
to bare a pennoneot reridence. The Hlggtnaooa’ chlldreQ 
bereyalwaya, and for ihgn the adrantagn ia famthnable. lira. 
Hlgglntoii k hoe chiefly and only occailooany In Spanbli Town. 
Hlgglnaoa and myadf are far ced to be there wbaierei' bnaloeia 
reqnbn nii bot It wIQ KldoEn happen that we may not be here 
some dayi In the week, and when the Parilamoit or the Cnort cd 
Chancery ]i not ahtbog we may he ben fur same whole wteki at 
a thna The HlggltEiaooj are qrfte wen, and a great comfort to mo 
In this lend of atrugva, He is at presect the whole of my rnlta. 
He eery kindly mana gea all sy dooestio cennertu fbr me, which 
learea me at li b erty to derote ell my attatfaai to pohUo aflblrf 
when in Spanish Town. I gire dlnncn and halla, and endesTtHir 
to perform the dntlci of Qoreniar towards the aorie^) bat bore 
hi the motmtalna we are qrdte retired, and tbne being no carriage 
road, are inaccearible to Ttri to r a . I hare b^pn obUged tn resmDe 
ridhif in erder to acramble op and down the menmtaina. I hare 

got lonio iteady borsea and ponJea wttdi fall me jnet^ wen. Any 
hot steady ones woold wood, tnmblii mo orer a predplce.*— [ 
gaitf Jammed Dec. S, 1839 

“ I hare not been able to write fbr acano owing to coc- 

rional ooCTpation tn politic botlnen. 1 rfTTTtm«»^g » d a taoa of the 
liland in February whki ended In the mWk of ir.rrTi , .nd as 
I was moring aH the while, that threw boalnen into arrenra. I 
had then a wrion of my PariUment, which aided In ApdL 
Then daring the greater part of May I had a sitting of the Court 
ofCbancsscy hi widch, CbmeeBijt end wie Jndg^ IhaT*ts> 
d eride in the a lwr o ci! i of all legal knowledge to common 

nae and e<riity Tbit, while H kata, k periwps the moat 
kharkna part of my datka, aa I do not SscxctiiiDe aa long aa 
then la b oalnca a to be doiet ^ may ny that my Coort k 
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■Without nrreirs, ts I hare got through oior> cause, motion, or 
petition that was rcadj for liearing . 

“ I hope to liear lint Pom lIiU is let on a long lease, for 
although I should probably be tempted to occupy it again, 'if I 
found it vacant on my return, I nm sure, from past experience, 
that it ivould not be very desirable to do so You see that I 
thmk of return Wlien it is to liappen, God mlling, I cannot 
foresee, but I sometimes think that it may be aery soon, and as 
far as I alone am concerned tlie sooner the better I did not come 
liqrc, nor do I stay, for any object of my own If I can render 
service to my country, well , as soon as I find that I cannot, 
I shall resign my charge There is one evil here, the want of a 
sulBeient labounng population, which it wiU be difficult for man to 
remedy — ^it may be done in time, but not, I fear, soon enough. 
There is another enl, caused by the wuckedness of a few men — 
Baptist missionaries — ^pretended ministers of rebgion, but really 
wolves m sheep’s clothing, who foment discontent and disaffection 
among the negro population. Wliatevcr their motives may be, 
their conduct is most pomicious Tlus evil also seems to be 
without remedy These thmgs darken the prospect of domg 
good, and a short time ivill, I tlunk, disclose whether I shall 
soon return or remam to surmount these difficulties As far as 
I am to detemune, this question ■wiU be decided by the degree of 
usefulness to the mother country and this island that may be likely 
to attend my stay ” — [^Junc 10, 1840 ] 

“ I am qmte well I am gomg on quietly in my 

Government, with much to gratify me I do not despair of 
entirely reconcilmg tins Government to the mother country, and 
placing our mutual good- will on a footmg not to be easily shaken 
I shall then retire contented 'with what I have done Other 
circumstances may compel me to resign sooner, but the time 
of my departure, as far as it depends on me, is fixed for one 
of two periods — either when I can do no good by staymg, or 
when I can do no harm by gomg ” — [October 17, 1840 ] 

“ I do not despair of seemg you again. I cannot fix any time, 
but as I have no desire whatever to remam here longer than duty 
may require, the days 'will, I trust, come when I may feel myself 
at Liberty to consult my own mclmations I look not either to the 
East or any other direction that does not pomt straight to home. 
Tour affectionate desire to have a likeness of me shall be imme- 
diately attended to I have a portrait just sent to me taken by a 
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Dcnltli trtlft, tD vbom, u a ftrangcr in a ftnrign land, I thmsiit it 
righttogiTB»lttti®ejniikiyniait. I -win «sid it to ytm. And 

If jou do not like it, I arlll diingo it when I bATO a better It i* 
fhn lixe, hilf length, bat not In awtnme, A full lei^th bti beqi 

taVan by annthflr Altirt, with aU mj tTOpphlgl cn, bot tWl 1* DOt 

m4n a, It hfli becH dcHU b^ pnbllo nbAcripthn and ii intended 
for the Town Hall of our prindpal dty Hngfton.'’ — [Ftinarf 
23, IMl ] 

“ I r^oice to thhiV that you ate ihlnlHng of tho idietne that has 
occQired to and that It sea m to present mnn and more the 
proapeet of reality I harB no fiuwjy for any particalar omntyj 
and shonld prefa of aU thing s nn exchange to a Srlng in the 
curmtry where your bniband could perlbnn hii duties to his satls- 
ftctkci, end where I ccmld. In soiBe degree, perlbnn mine by 
iml«ring hli poor padshlanoi. The moat ea amtlal pednts in 
addltfam to these are, that It abonld bs henlthy and retired, and if 
irretty and rumanUo so much the better Neither are 

yooadtedtothetazTQcCLofaode^ nor hare I any Inclination for 
it| 1 do not nw*" that we sbonld cease to bold to t a uunr ee with 
frieBda I7e could go forth to hare mrrthigs with them ctiha 
together or aeparetelyt and withont keeping a Btd Ltok, m might 
bare a spare room or two for toch as might oocashmaDy come to 
see ua My mlDd Is oontlmmlly dwelBng on this subject, and 
fc rmlng uTsngeDwnts of detaQ aobsarient to the general plsn 
"Wo ndglrt ionrttiniei go to the sea side for Emy^s benefit — somo- 
thnea take a little tour and so forth | hut my own incUnatfam 
would geBetoIly be foe a ctstfonary retired, and ahneot 
lUh. nothing is ao intaloehle to me as goieal sodetyi and It has 
been a great ccanfhrt In my OoTanmeot of Jamaica, that althtn^ 
I am fiequently obliged to pafonn thoeo dutla towards Kxity 
which ate proper In my station, I can nerathekaa, from the 
dUDculty of a rrets to my mountSLln resldeiice, ®Joy a conalder 
able portioo of retiremsiL" — [AsywtS? IML] 

My tbonghts dwdl nnceaiingiy ou a gniat refreat with yon fa 
same aequettered nook, seefaded from the world Its heartlesaneas 
and ranhy If you see such a plw*, recollect that it cannot be too 
retired, too aznall, cr too htrmM.* modest Ibr me. 


The letter from which this paaaage is taken, and the fonawfag; 
are addr es se d to his sister— Mrt. fimythej the preceding ones to 
Mra. klonsop. 
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My onl}* ■viCA\s of future Inppiness and comfort in tins ^vorld 
consist in this vision of retirement ivith you, -inncgnfed by occa- 
sional a isits, cither jointly or scparatelj, or rather trips, for the 
purpose of meeting itU other friends Such is the plan my heart 
IS bent on, unless it bo ordained for me that I must undertake 
pubhc duties, and c\ cn in that case I shall hope tliat the vision 
maj be realized during the greater part of the jear ” — [^Sepi 17, 
1841] 

“I haaegiten notice to the neiv Jlinisters that I may soon 
send in ray resignation, m order that tliej may be prepared for 
it, and look about for mj'- successor I ha\c done this in a 
manner which will preclude the idea that the change of Ministry 
IS tlie cause of my retirement, there being no reason for putting 
it on anj' ground but the true one, vluch is, that having done 
what I came to do, by which I mean the reconcihation of the 
colony with the mother countrj", I see no necessity for staymg 
anj longqr * With respect to the locality for our retirement, it 
will b*e ns well, I think, to select it without any reference to the 
possibihty of mj'- going into Parliament, regardmg the latter ns an 
uncertain chance for uhich I must proiide distmctlj if it should 
occur A Parliamentary position would, durmg the sittings, lead 
to a mode of life inconsistent with the retirement that I desurc, 
and troublesome and fatiguing to you, if we ivere at these times 
together It will, therefore, perhaps be best to on a lOcahty 
where we could enjoy perfect retirement together, either the 
whole year round, or wJien I might not be absent on Parhamen- 
taiy duty I hope to be m England m May or 

June I must present myself m London at first, and be presented 
at Court , but a few days will, I conclude, suffice for all that may 
be necessary in the metropohs, mcludmg the seemg of my friends, 
and I shall then be ready to go to you wherever you may be. 


* In a letter written to his cousm. Lord Monson, about this 
time, Metcalfe repeated that Ins resignation had nothing to do 
with the change of Ministers “ Whatever efiect,” he wrote, “ that 
might have produced, it so happens that I should equally have 
resigned at this period if the late Mimsters had remamed in power 
I consider my work here as accomplished, and myself conse- 
quently at hberty to return to the pn\ acy better smted to my 
natural mchnation than the restraints of a Government, except 
when a pubhc duty of adequate importance is to be performed.” 
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to unop onr fixture p^ona for that retinsnent vliicti Is 
rwpiiilrt fhr the poftet epdet irhldi snlti us botiL” — 1 
1841 ] 

" North Deroo h««. I th^nV , tlvsji been a ^Toorltc part of th« 
aimitr y with yen, and if tbOT bo acythlo; Uke a retrmt there; 
It wxnld suit ma u well as any other Hetirquent in a heslthy 
•pot, with u much of the beauties of nature os can be pro- 
cured, Is a deacrlptloQ which anbtacei all my wants i os you 
would add aflfecthxLate aodety and I can produce the star faJ aoa 
of a Qbcary 

** La quo Ikot Q poor le bonhenr 7 
lApalz, U douce Palx dn oeur 
Jji dfwlr ml qo*oa docs oubUe 
Le tzarall, qui salt ekd^ner 
Tout les pleanx do notre Tie, 
i^nes do Uen poor an denner 
£t pas aaKs pour lalie eiT^ 

*^I hare not aeen theae Uoes itnce I read than in the w et e hs 
■of IlailtB, somo thirty two yean ago whoa I was at lladrtst 
but they made fudi an impreaakm on me, Ibr my taste was 
alwiyi the ome, that I hare nererfiirgotVa them. I 

do not, howerer aasoit to the eentlfflent In the last IhwL One 
camut bare ten much, prorlded that it be well spent and not 
wasted on the Mrolous hmrriea which are almost a disfrace to 
our c ountr y | and I tlamld care Bttle fiir the enry the nifw 
of doing good to others might meata If all one’s bw^TTiw wow 
to be spent in bouaekeeping and estahHahment, which would 
hare bear my lot at Pern HO, It would hare been of no ootue- 
qumce whether it were great or (fcir rie would be equally 
poor huTtng nothing to gtre away in etths case), oicept 
th»o would be more happiness in a ■m«Ti establishment ^Vi»ti s 
large caie, and tharfiwe the tmafler income would be the better ” 
— *» IWI ] 

*1 question whether the neighbourhood of ^ariiT< ij 
to the pm puae of rotfaemort, unless they be of equally 

rct lr o d habits with ouraelTea If within 

reach of sodety altbcrogfa I shall be to h, to wbit 

de^ee I nay be drtrei into it win depod cm others than 

myicli; and I shall probably aa baa been the with ms aH my 
Bll^ ■e rt fi ca my own taste to some senio of duty according 
to which, aUbough ftom my hdkncy lni'HT>^ to be a ledute; I 



MrrcvLU s pompstic ir\niT'i 


205 


Invo ':crn eocic(\, -wlicrcvcr 1 Inxelu'cn Ktnfionod m (he Ft^ or 
IhcTTcft, more uni\cr«illv tlnn nio'^t I'cople Fiinihrh fii£inlc<l 
If. Ilicrcforc I vere *oleclinpa rc‘:idcncc for im'sclf, it -would be 
vbero 1 could cnio\ the most absolute solitude .” — {^Dcccmbcr 19, 
1S41 ] 

At this time Sir Charles Sre(c.ilfc had too much public 
husmess .ah\ n} s pressing upon liim to indulge in gcueral 
pni ate coiTcspondcnco , hut he thought much of liis old 
Indian friends, and uith characteristic liberality sent many 
of them Aihat he called “ Wcst-Indian Xn^^urs " — pre- 
sents of the presen ed produce of the island, always so 
•welcome at home A large number of letters received by 
him at this time commenced with an expi-cssion of thanks 
for some such luxunons gift 

His hospitality during his residence in Jamaica was 
profuse ; but he had become more tlian ever disposed to 
prefer the society of the few to the society of the many 
He gave -without stmt the dinner-parties and balls which 
he always behoved that it was the duty of men in high 
station to gn e , but it w as in bis oivn pnvate circle that 
be really enjoyed happiness The constant presence of 
his friend Higginson and his family, to cveiy member of 
which he avas avarmly attached, was a perennial consola- 
tion to him He had the happy faculty of shaking off 
business entirely w'ben once he had completed the avork 
of the day , and in the domestic circle was only the 
pleasant compamon and the affectionate friend He had 
bttle time for reading, but bis love of bterature never 
deserted bim He bad alavays been a reader of the 
penodical literature of the day, and now from the Quarterly 
a.n6i Edinhurgh Reviews., and two or three of the London 
papers, of aahich the Examiner avas his chief favourite, he 
derived much of the information W'hich it was not per- 
mitted to him to acquire from books Witb the progress 
of legislation in the mother coxmtry he had always conceived 
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it ft duty to bo ocqtuinted. In Indu bo bxid been a ffteady 
raider of “ HanMird’a Debate* , ” but this knorrledgo of tbo 
prooeedingfl of Parliament ho now donred from tbo report* 
m the daily pepera. 

Aj a Goremor, be waa pccabaxly ncccssible. Ercn 
when time wna of the greatcat importance to him, be nerer 
denied an intcmerf to one who Bongbt it, unlee* the 
petitioner were a -nonian. AppUcants of tbo gentler lex 
be always ref err e d to bi» Staffi, or be desired them to 
state tbeir wisbea in writfaig lie wns wont to say, that 
if be oonld not accede to the requests that were made to 
him be could at least gmnt ft poor Tnnn another Interview 
if he were eager for it. To all cbantable appbcations ba 
attended with tbo tame fandly generosity which had dis- 
tinguished his gmngs in tho East He gave, too in the 
most catholio eplnt, to all obuga and all denominations 
He fr^y snbeenbed to sreiy island institftion which was 
•caloolated dueotiy or indfaectly to benefit any dcacnption 
■Cf{ his fellow men, And the money which ho spent m 
iJsmaica considerably exceeded the emohiinonts of Ins 

The great success of his administration contributed 
largely to hii happmets but he often indulged pleaemg 
anticipatioiis of a letuiu to England btiiI »n unbrohen 
residence there. In answer to a r ef erence nrdw to bTm by 
a distinguished member of the Court of Directors, as to 
whether he would undertahe the Guvemonhip of Bombay, 
he wrote, that he oould aocept no minor Government, a^ 
that ha had no desire to return to TtuIta . His thoughts itiH 
turned towards a seat m ParUament. ** I had no personal 
ot^eot in coming here,” ho wrote to an old friend, then a 
member of the House, “ and have none for remaining 
and shall bo glad to find myself at liberty to end my days 
in England, either m tbo ooanfiart of retirement, or m the 
fa ith f ul discharge of public duty m an indepcndoit seat in 
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Parliament, wlieie the only drawback would be that I 
should find myself opposed to several of my best friends, 

who, yourself for instance, and C and B , are 

arrant Tones God bless you all nevertheless ' ” 

His general health was very good at this time, but he 
suffered much from a painful local disease, which sub- 
sequently ate into his hfe This was an ulcerous affection 
of the face, the first slight symptoms of which had made 
their appearance some yeais befoie in India, but had 
excited no kind of apprehension I feel great 

difficulty in deabng with this part of my subject It is 
not the duty of a biographer to treat of physical infirmity 
with the mmuteness of professional science , it is not his 
duty to gratify any morbid cravmg after the revelations of 
the sick-ioom But as from this point of the narrative 
it IS only by carrying with him an abiding sense of the 
corporal sufferings which Chailes Metcalfe endured that 
the reader can rightly appieciate the greatness of his 
charactei and the heroism of his conduct, I am compelled 
either to speak more plainly of certain thmgs than some 
may consider consistent inth dehcacy or good taste, or to 
do but imperfect justice to the brave-hearted man -whose 
hfe I am permitted to illustiate If, therefore, I say too 
much or too httle on this pamful subject, I claim the 
indulgence of the public for an error, at least not hghtly 
comnutted 

A red spot upon the cheek — a drop of blood, -to which 
a friend called his attention one day m Calcutta, was the 
first visible sign of the slowly-developed mischief From 
that time there were morbid appearances of the skm, but 
their “ gronfth was so gradual and imperceptible, and so 
devoid of any imeasmess, that the progress went on for 
years -without his thmking it worthy of notice to any 
medical gentleman, and -without the ailment attracting the 
notice of the medical adiiser whom dunng that interval 
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he freqrwntly taw ”* Towardi the end of 1807, hoTreTer, 
when Sir Chariea Metcalfe ttm Goremor of the North- 
"Weetsiii Pronnoei of India, the affcctioii had bo lar 
increased that ho thought it necewry to conault the 
officer attached to hla pereonal itaffi The treat 
ment to which he wai Bubjected did not remoTB the dis- 
order, and indiwi there was little time for its derelopment 
for before the year had expired Metcalfe was on his way 
to Calcutta, and m February he embarked for England. 
At the Premdenoy he appeared m excellent health he said 
nothing about his ailment and an expenenoed medical 
offioer and rained fhend who eaw him erery day obserred 
no peonliar appearances of the cheek and had no sos 
punon of any disease. 

On tho royage to England no treatment was attempted 
but yyTk after his airiTal, the symptoma were sufflciently 
troobleBome to indmvt Metcalfe to seek tho adrice of Sm 
Benjamin Brodie, who prescribed for him without effect. 
When he took up his recdenco at Fem EBl, he placed 
htmaclf under the charge of a country practiiioiieT, who 
aloo prescribed some local epphcations, but with no better 
result. At this tune the malady had become a decided 
nloeroui a ff ectio n of the check but it was then a 
disorder and exated so bttle apprehensinn in Ifetcalfes 
mind that after his appomtment to the Gtreenunent of 
Jamaica, though he spent some time m London, he did 
not think of again preecnting to Sir Benjamin 

Brodie — an crmiasion rery much to be depkiTed.f 

* In IMS, Sir CbaBei Uetcalfis draw op a t hIh oIw ctataDcat of 
his OMe, {ram vhkh then words are and from which, 

tofethw with the report of the prindpal gontlerMn "who 

attended hhn whaleia Infbnnathn on the snhjcct Kls msladj' 
mej appear ht these ptfet Is dexlred. 

t * I hart slwmjn regarded this dremnstaoee as a great mis' 
fortmiSl £3r had he a gaip, aOw thl rt wiii presontcd hhn 
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On the VO} age to Jamaica, the application of a zinc 
ointment, recommended by a )oung medical man on board, 
produced decided local benefit , but the irritation nlncli it 
occasioned ivas great, and the treatment nas discontinued 
And now, under the influence of the tropical climate, 
aggravated by the numberless flics nliioh are among the 
chief pests of the island, the malignancy of the disorder 
was continually increasing No kind of treatment seemed 
in the least to arrest it It vent on from bad to Morse; 
but still I\Ietcalfe never complained He nci cr in any of 
his letters, even to the nearest and dearest of Ins fnends,. 
spoke of tins distressing affection His general account of 
his health was, that it n as very good 'V\niatever he may 
have suffered at this time, his sufferings did not in any 
way interfere with the discharge of his public duties 
The medical practitioners under nhom he placed himself 
saturated his whole system nith internal doses of arsenic 
until his fingers SAvelled, and he began to think that the 
remedy was worse than the disease Then they apphed 
the same strong poison externally, and with all the 
beautiful patience and heroic firmness nhich at a later 
stage were sUll more signally developed, he bore the acute 
pain which this remedy inflicted But the malady did 
not yield to the apphcation At this and at subsequent 
periods eveiy conceivable remedy that quackery could 
suggest was urged upon him from one quarter or another 
To a Jamaica practitioner, who declared that he had 
effected some wonderful cures of cancers of long standing, 
he directed a courteous reply to be sent, saying that he 

sdf to Sit Benjatmn Brodie, trifling as the appearance then was, 
it mighthavehadin it something to arouse suspicion on the part of 
so acute and experienced an ohserver — something to suggest caution 
under the influence of a tropical chmate ”—{3IS Memorandim 
hy Mr J i? Martin 3 
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WBf tlreadj irodcr trBfltment, and that althotish his diBcaae 
WM obftmoto, it wna not mppoied to bo cancer 

Whether thiB diatreicng malodj hod any influence 
m inducing Sir Charlei Metcalfa to retign the Goreminent 
of Jamaica, I do not know But it la certain that it 
caused him to look forward with pleasnmbla expectancy 
to the ease and retirement of pnyate life and, perhaps 
with, hopefed aaniranoe to the meani of obtaining m the 
mother country all the beat profewonal aid that lurgery 
and medicmo oould afford to orreft the progress of his 
disease and to aamage his ongoish. 

As the time far his departure drew near it became 
manifest how much he was beloved and respected by all 
craiBos of Jamaica society He had asked to bo rehered 
from hia Gtjremment m the spring m order that he 
might arrive m T’.njrTjnJ at a season of the year faTounbls 
to the consUtnUon of one who had spent all hia life in a 
tropical climate and now that the period had arnred 
w hich was to witoees hu embarkaticrn for his natrre 
country there were few who did not grieve for the loss 
which they vrero about to sustain os for the loss of a 
beloved fnend. Addresses expressive of regret, grati 
tnde, and attachment, signed by people of all nr^ 

all denommatiana oame m from every part of the island. 
The umversal voice of the colony aeemod to be lifted np 
in a choms of benediction. I need not treat in detail ^ 
all these several addrenea. The language of all was snb- 
■tantially the fame varied only by local and accidental 
orcumatances 

• We canacjt terktw yonr KieeBeney^i brief afliniiilitiatiim of 
the alllUn of thii Important colony — ^neh was the lan^ixag* of 
these aiHreaset,— “ or cootrart Ita premt wilh Jta Ute condition 
vrWiont tting Impreoed vrith the adv aata ga which have rwoltod 
from your Exctlimcy*! eiertlooi, and w fif l iy vni tf onr imhOlty 
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to mnkc any adequate evpression of them Oiu* tlianlcs arc all n c 
have to ofler If, lIO^\e^er, gratitude can stamp these with lalue 
in j'our Excellency’s estimation — ind that laluc is to bccstmntcd 
bj the strength of our gratitude, then are they the richest and 
most costly gifts avhicli wo can make to -vour Excellency in 
return for the benefits conferred upon them in common ivitli the 
inhabitants of the island at large Nor ivill this feeling bo abated 
bv distance either of time or of space, and whether in the privacy 
of domestic life, or amid the tumult of business, your Extellcnc^ 
will have our continued prn3ors for jour renoiated and continued 
health, and the enjojTueiit of eacrj’- blessing which can render 
your Excellencj’’ happj in time, and secure for you a glorious 
etermtj’ ” * 

To this Sir Charles Metcalfe replied, aftci i Marm 
expression of his thanks 

“If I had supposed that jour position or prospects would 
in any respect have been uuiiroied by my continued residence 
among you, I should hai c regarded it as a positive dutj’- to remain 
as long as it might have been in my power, and should haie 
cheerfully devoted myself to so debghtful a task. But it is mj 
behef that your prospentj^ mamly depends upon cucurastances 
which, I hope, may be faiourable, and which can hardly be 
influenced by the executive head of the Government As far 
as they may be under the mfluence of that authority, I see ei erj 
reason to congratulate J^ou on the selection that has been made for 
your future Governor A nobleman has been appomted of high 
rank, acknowledged talents, and excellent reputation both in 
pubhc and private hfe,f who will be a smtable representatn c 
of her gracious Majesty in the colony, and inU doubtless applj- lus 
abflities, judgment, and pubhc spint to the welfare and happmess 
of every class of the commumty over whom it is his honourable 
and happy destmy to preside, and from whom he will, I am sure, 
receive, as I have, general support and co-operation A short 
period, gentlemen, will separate me from j ou, and place a wide 
space between us Some of you I hope to meet ogam in England — 
where I must ever feel as a brother towards every inhabitant of 
Jamaica, and where, among recollections of this land which will 


* Address of the parish of St, Andrew’s 
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d«cr tha nmaiodcT of my I iTull iwrer furyet tha Irfndnft t 
of hi 'wiim4ittrted inhiUtnU.** 

Not wia tlio mteroluui^ of conrtesicf ot thu ta nw con 
to the prcDcntttian and the reception of pnhlio 
eddreeaea. He dcsirod to murk hu eenae of the good 
feeling with which the prmapal ftmctlonanei of the uhmd 
“had treneacted office btumcai with him, hy presentmg them 
CT ch with Eome token of hie eateem. The newipapen of 
Juneica recorded that ho had gmn “ his Excellence 
splendid csmsge to tho Prendent of the Cotmcdl “a pair 
of beantifol camage-hoTeee” to the Speaker of the Honse 
of ABsemhlj “ a tavonnto black soddle-horie to the 
Tdand Becretary with ** liberal donetiOTiw of money" to 
the clerks m the Gorcmmcnt and PriTate Secretary r 
Office, to hia honaehold earranta, and others It was 
recorded too that he had made a large contribation of his 
" personal effects to the pnbhc, to fonn part of the esta 
blishment at the Kmgt Hoti^ end the carratiTe of his 
generosity seemed to reach its clim«T when the contem 
pomry annalist added to the list of these 'ba;ufficea,that Sir 
Charles Metcalfe had “directed 8,0001. to be placed to the 
credit of the island, this bemg the amcrant of the third 
pert of the escheated pr o per t y doe to him . • 

On the 21rt of May 1842 Bit Charles Metcalfe once 
again embarked for Englaod. The scene will nerer bo 
forgotten by those who witnwed it. From eren the most 
dist a nt places crowds of people of all h«f1 come fo 

sec for the last tune, and to aay God -speed to the Goremor 
whose public and priTata Tirtoei they so lored rerered. 
The old island miliba men, who Ty^t been ont 

for years Tolunteered to form his escort. The “ ooloured 

* J«»«a IJopaleil, *itk ^ AT,^ 1B41. I baTo adapted th© 

words of the Wtod Jouraillft — ^bnt voald not the sense be b e tter 
caireyed by a little transpoaJtkai f Were not the 8,000i • the 
aojoairt dno to Mm of the third port of the esdMoted propertyf" 
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population kuelt to bless liim Many present on that 
occasion, at once so gratifjuug and so painful to tlio 
departing statesman, felt that they bad lost a friend 11110 
could never be replaced All classes of society and aU 
sects of Chnsbans sorroned for bis departure , and tbc 
Jews set an example of Cbnstian love b}' praj mg for luni 
in their synagogues 

He went — but the statue voted, by tbc island, and erected 
in the pubbe square of Spanish Tomti, is not a more 
endunng lecord of bis residence m Jamaica than the 
monument which be has made for himself in the hearts of 
a grateful people f 

* Colomal Gazette 

f I have said m tins cliapter, and clsewlicre, that it would 
require a separate volume to enable me to give all the addresses 
presented to Sir Charles Metealfe The Jamaica Parewell 
Addresses, and the address presented m Canada on tlie resignation 
of the Executive Council have been pubbshed, each in a lolume — 
the one at Kingston, the other at ‘Toronto Those collections, 
though only a portion of the entire body of addresses now before 
me, would occupy more than 400 of tliese pages From one 
address, presented to him on lus return from Jamaica by the 
Colomal Society, I am tempted to insert an extract at the close of 
this chapter, for it contams a summary of the good results of 
his government of the island — 

“ Your administration exhibited an undenating adherence to 
those just and hberal principles by winch alone the relations 
between the parent State and her colomes can be mamtained with 
the feehngs essential to their mutual honour and welfare. 

“ The beneficial effects of an administration conducted on these 
principles were expenenced m the confidence, the harmony, the 
land feehng, and the good order which again pervaded all the 
relations of society — the reconcihation of the colony with the 
mother country — ^m the active and cordial co-operation of the 
whole commumty — ^m the mcreased means of religious and moral 
instruction — ^m the extensive improvement of the judicial system 
— m the tone and character of the legislation — m the grateful 
affection with whicli you were beloved by all classes of the people 
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whom jxru BOTCTDtd— fai the hlgt «i>proh*tkin •which yon recdred 
from you Sorerclgn. / 

w Toot admlnlftratko hu e dafan on our frumect gntltitd& not 
only lor the •errlce h hai roodercd jAmeke bat for the bondal 
inlhtcoce It irill ezooUe hi ptocDoUaf tbo wdfkre, by •e^oring the 
(oo<l gorenimait, of ercry other poMsakai of the Britlih Empire. 
Coknlel Oorommentt cu sever hereeftor be condocted on oy 
oths prlndplee then thoeo of your mdminiftrmdcm. The coccen 
of thet tdinlrrirtretloa irooM commend, eren If the troth end 
joitlce of thoee prindpln ehndd fell to recommend, thdr 
edoptJoiL* 
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CHAPTER Xlir. 

[1842—1813] 

DEER PiVRK TO lONGSTOX 

I 

Metcalfe’s Arrnal in England— Prepress of Ins Disorder— Painful 
Remedies — His Endumice — ^Residence at Norwood — Rcnioial 
to Deer Park— Offer of the Government of Canada— Parcwcll 
Honours— The Vojage to Boston — Journey to lungstonx 

If the players of the people -nhich followed Charles 
Metcalfe to England could have availed to protect him 
against sickness and sorro\v, hevould have arrived there 
in the enjo}Tnent of all that man can desire But it 
pleased God to visit him severely He arnved in great 
bodily anguish His malady had increased during the 
voyage 

He reached England on the 2nd of July, 1842, and 
pioceeded to hlivart’s Hotel Almost immediately after 
his arrival there, he despatched to his old Indian medical 
attendant, Mr J. E Martm, who had established himself 
as a practitioner in London, a note saying, “ Besides the 
desire to see you well, happy, and successful, as I trust you 
are, I am anxious to have your] aid professionally, on 
account of an ulcer in my face, the character of which 
seems uncertain, and which does not yield to any treatment 
as yet bestowed upon it ” 

The result of this note was a consultation between Sir 
Benjamin Brodie and Mr Martm The advice of another 
eminent surgeon, Mr Keate, was also sought , and Dr 
Chambers, as a physician, was added to the council The 
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quttfaon to bo decided, m the flnt instance, irij wtfetlier 
Sii Ghatlee MetcaKe » malady was to be treated mc^cally 
or furgicanj The deemon was m forotir of th^ latter 
conrse, and the case mu then lei^ in the handj of Sir 
Benjamm Brodia nrvd Mr Martm. i 

Then another qoeition and a painTol one, I arose — 
whether the malignant disorder shonid be extorted \fj 
the knife or burnt ont \fj a strong canttio. The latter by 
ikr the more painful operation of tho two was determined 
npom The proposed mode of treatment was ccmmnnicated 
to Bit Gharies Metcalfe , and it was added, that the oaxuUo 
might, perhaps, ‘ destroy the cheek through and throngh." 
To aH of thu he on^ remarked m reply, “ Whatever you 
delenmne be ^ne at once.** 

On the same aftemoon the canstio was appbed. Dnnog 
sereral boon the agony which the patient endured was 
and for three ^yi afigrwords tho pam oontinaed, 
alight only in properbon to the toruma of thw find appli~ 
catiotL But althongh there was suxdi a diitorbance of the 
syitem as to exata some apptdiensums &r hia nfe^ noi 
a word of complamt escaped &am hun. He betmyed, 
indeed, none of the ordinatj indicatzons of grtmmq gniCsr- 
jng — tmlf onninal sHance is to be regarded as one. 
Opiates had no effect upon him they seemed only to 
increase his watohfhiness. Nor did ha seem to d^ire a 
resort to them. Bta iookad his tnal manfuEy m the 
end knew that he Hwd itrengUi to meet it, 

immediate sncces of the operation was greater 
even than the medical proctitiongn had Ten Uir ed to hope. 
The restoratiTo effects of quiet gn^i country air were, 
howerer deemed essential to his recor er y Tid yet it was 
net erpcd i ent to reroore him beyond tho reach of the ex- 
perienced rurgeons who were watching his case. So accom- 
modatioQ was s e cur ed for him m the Beulah-Spa Hotel, at 
Korwood , and there he remained for sereral weeks. “ I 
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5).Tn not now in mucli pain,” lie wiote on tlie 24:tli of July? 
“ but have some distressing effects "from the apphcations ; 
and may be an invalid for some time to come Whether I 
shall be cured or not remams to be seen ” 

On tlie 5th of August he wrote to another correspondent, 
“ I saw the doctors agam yesterday They consider my 
amendment as more than they expected They are, how- 
ever, evidently not certain of a final * 01116 , and spealc of 
the necessity of watching appearances . . . On 

the whole, the diseased part looks better than it has done 
for many years — ^but I must not holloa tiU I am out of the 
wood ” On the 17th, ivntmg again to the same beloved 
correspondent,* he said, “ I hope in a few days that I shall 
be discharged from hospital , and able to do what I hke 
with myself. I do not think that the malady is perfectly 
extracted, but if I once get out of the doctors’ hands 
cured to their satisfaction, I shall not have much anxiety 
xegardmg the future ” 

When undisturbed by visitors at the Norwood hotel, 
Metcalfe thought much of the future, and was contmuaUy 
balancing the ' advantages of an active hfe m Parhament 
or one of absolute retirement Sometimes, perhaps, a 
pamful doubt would obtrude as to whether ibs malady 
might not mcapacitate him for pubhc busmess , but such 
misgivings as these were never of long contmuance To 
Mr Tucker he wrote on the 24th of July I 

“I do not think of any pubhc service for myselfi excepting' 
Parhament , and the prospect of that is extremely uncertam, for 

* Captam J M Higgmson 

f In other private letters he touches upon the same subject. 
To Captam Higgmson he wrote in August “You ask about 
Parhament My desire for it is lessenmg It is so manifest that 
I could not he of mncli, if of any, use there. I cannot, ho'wever, 
yet say that I should declme any favourable opportnmfy of 
entering it, though I see no reason to expect ona There is 
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there »io obct«dee, in the poeithllltj of nay hdog *ii InymltJ ftir 
life, either froen an IncTntiile comploiat, or from the eflSwtf ot 
■orgleal remedlea i and if I recorer in the viot of local IrflnfPca 
tod mj cm diallko to tho tuibI mom of obtaining a Met — fneh 
u brftery tsd cc mup doc, QmraMijDg and ao forth. I do not 
p er ed ro vby yon ahonld apeak in dliparmgOQKnt of jtpcr om 
booooratile and naefiil career during which yon hare dene moch 
good, and mnat hare prerented nrach erfl. Ton were one of the 
fow who condentDod oitr mad policy in Afghaniatan, when the 
world admired ainl applaadodi and although yon eonid not 
prerent it, ytinr oppoattkm to It will erer redonnd to your 
honour " 

Oq the whole, he patuided himaelT ct thu bme that 
what he moat reqtnrod was a life of retirement and lasnre. 
A conntiy botue h od been tnken for him m the noghbour 
hood of Homton in Devonshiro, and ho was eager to 
eicape to it.* Ho left Norwood in the conrse of Beptembex 
and after tt few rmts, joined hu uster Urs. Sinjlhey 

at OUftoa. In the b^pnmng of October thej went 
together to .Doer Park, whioh wu the name of the 
residence at Honlton and tbonce Metcalfe wrote, in the 
following month that he waa rery happy in the alfeo- 
ticmote •ooiety of hii sister Bat he added that he wns 
going to town for a few dnya — ^ partly to meet my foiend 
Arthur Cole before ho <^ts England for tho Meditemmean 
pertly to wiait the Brownrigge at Fern TTilI, which they 
hare taken from my tenant Bit Felix Booth and. partly 
to consult the doctors regarding my face, which ncTer 
been quite well, and latterly hu been gctbng worae.” 

The mtentioni here eiprewed were earned ont. At the 

notMng, th u r efc re, In tha prospect that will loterfero with the 
perfect enjoyment of redrement. In anothw ktttt be wrltos 
with stai feM etgenMM, asylng "I ihuoit dread rather than 
dodre an op por timHy of coming Into Parlkment.'' 

This reddacce had been hired fer a year daring the ahsencs 
of tho proprietor an the Contlaart i aid engsged to keep 

up the cftahQshment, Sec. 
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, end of November lie v.cnl to London, bi^" fnend«, 
and consulted lus incdicnl ad\i*-oi'^ “ j iioy applied a 
caustic,” lie A\rotc lo Ins cou‘:in, Lord Moinon, “ compo'-cd 
of mtric acid and arsenic, llie cHect of nliicli, aftci a 
fortnight's tiial of tlic result, the} pioiioiincLd to be 
sufficient and satisfactor} , and gaM' me iin congee to 
return So I returned , but there the in'ihul\ i*-, i liey, 
honeter, triumph in a "juppostd ciHc, .nid I ought to 
have more faith in their dcci’^ious ’ 

"WHulst pa}nng the promi'-cd M^it to I'orn Hill, he 
received a royal command to dino at ’Windsor C nstle He 
had been speculating some tune befoic on the piohahlc 
cause of the apparent ^\ant of cordiaht} shown to him !>} 
her Majesty's ]\Iimstcis That, in Jamaica, ho had ren- 
dered great sen ices to the Crown all men weic eager lo 
declare But he had returned to England, and the respon- 
sible adnsers of the Crown had taheii no sort of notice of 
hun He ws inclined to attiibntc tins to tlie ciicumstancc 
of a common impression among tbe Tones, that tbc change 
of Ministry had induced him to retire fioni his Govern- 
ment But it is probable that the knowledge of the 
pamful disoider which was afflicting him, and the neccssitj'- 
of temporal y retiiemcnt, suggested the expediency of 
withholding for a time the demonstrations foi which he 
was entitled to look "Wliatcver may have been tlie cause, 
Metcalfe felt at this time that he had been neglected , and, 
therefore, the royal command was all tlic moic welcome to 
him 

On this occasion he met, for the first time, Sii Robert 
Peel, who was then at the head of the Government He 

* The circanistances of tbeir meeting were not verj’’ propitious 
Having gone early, Metcalfe was left for some time in the drawmg- 
room alone After waiting for about half an hour, a gentleman 
entered the room — ^but as several digmfied-looking personages, 
who were in reahty servants out of hvery, had passed in and out 
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]in/^ little l y m p athy at thla time ■with the great Cotuer 
■hUIto rtatcftnan, and conld not bring himtalf to beliom 
thwt anj libernl meaaxirefl were to be expected from him, 
“ The abominable Com law* " he wrote to Lord llonson, 
“ are, I hope, doomed but I *h«11 be ngieeablj ■ a rprued 
if th^ recave their death-blow frmn Sir Hobert PeeL*** 

of the mIooq wiillft bo bit been rittlcg tliere, be dtd cot Imcnr 
■vbetber tbe nffT comeriru one of tbeae or a goert In bb tmeer 
tnln^ he ro*o to meet him. “The rtianger adTanced,*’ nUd 
Metcalfb, who eotxi oAcrwardi told the itcoy In a funllj letter 
“In rather an awkward, or perbapa, I ongtrt to eay In a ehy and 
TiTMwii i p iTv g zQtimcr and I alao adraneed, oqmSy awtnrd 1 bare 
no donht I had norcr aoen the grotleman bcthxn. He —id. Sir 
Charie* hletcnlfe, I pnmne f — to which I bowed, and 
awent He aiUai, i^th a UtUe beattatkai, Melog that I did sot 
know hhn, Blf Hobert BeeL I made another bow "We talked 
together tbr a tbw mlmitif, ■when the Qcieen and Prince .Albert 
and Sir Bobert Fed i^d I did not And omdroa together 
again ftir the ie*t of the ereslng Altbeogh he aaid 

•amething compUmaatary to me on my goTernment of Jaitudct, 
there mu mtirh njcr rc and want of freedom In hie ccarrerMtkn^ 
—an obaemtioa which U le not fanprobaUe Fed ■would bare 
re d pr o cated, fhr Metcalfe hlinaelf ■wae ehy and rewred in the 
pretence of rtrangera. It waa odd," -wrote Metcalfe, “that I 
had not te«i htm befewe." — A few yean afrerwarda It -would haro 
boon hardly pocdble ftir a man, tbongb he had apeot all his days 
in TrulW^ to meet Sir Bobert Fed for the first time witbont knowing 
hhn, em In the streeta Bat, fai 1 &41, the pietnre-papen, which 
hare since made the externals of erery pohlle man fa the o uaflU y 
as <^TdT1«j‘ to the Indian exQe aa to hla hrethroi at wore 

then only fa their Influioy 

In another letter wrlUsn soon afierwarda to the — mn eorre- 
spaodent, he tbns expreaaed, with moch sagacity hla antldpathns 
of the probable dfteta of the repeal o^ the Cam4awi i — “TThd T 
■poko of the abojnVnahfa Onn lava, 1 moat hare forgotten that 
I was addrenfag mysdf to a landholder -wboee income la dtfired 
from rest Ton bw tbe expectation of Lm moat iwbly and I 
tmt that yon -wBl be rewarded by no W* I do not that 
tbe hmSo^ wBI bt ermtoally aolferera, ‘whaleTer alarm msy et 
ftrst preralL The probable efffcct of the abrJlfVTi of the Cot 
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Neither could lie bring himself to believe, at this time, 
that there ivas any prospect of a Conservative Government 
debghtmg to honour, eitlicr by the offer of public employ- 
ment or recommendation to the Crown for honorary dis- 
tinction, a statesman knoivn to be saturated through and 
through with Liberal opinions But he vas greatly in 
error He had scarcely reconciled lumself to the apparent 
neglect — scarcely made up his mind to enjoy, as he knew 
he should enjoy, the qmet of the country and the com- 
pamonship of beloved friends, when he discovered that the 
Tory hlinisters had not overlooked his senuces — ^had not 
forgotten the man who had saved Jamaica, and nnght yet 
rescue another colony from impending destruction 

He Avas very happy at Deer Park He often said, 
indeed, that the days winch he spent there Ainth his sistei 
Avere the happiest of his life He was full of plans for the 
future At one time he had determined on taking a lease 
of a country-seat m Devonshire, but it Aias found that the 
chmate of that county was prejudicial to his compamon’s 
health , and then his thoughts turned tmvards the neigh- 
bourhood of Chfton Bjs old dreams of ambition he had 
well-nigh dreamt out , he had found peace and happmess 
in retirement 

But the new year, 1843, had hardly daAvned, before 
rumours began to float about the metropolis to the effect 
that Sir Charles Metcalfe was to be appointed Governor- 
General of Canada These reports were speedily commu- 
mcated to him in different ways It often happens that m 
these cases the first informants are hungry candidates for 
place and patronage, whose wants are commumcated Avith 
the speed of an electric telegraph, before the statesman 

laws IS, I believe, exaggerated on both sides of the question. I do 
not expect that it aviU either mm the landlords or prevent desti- 
tution m an overpeopled country But it is a righteous measure, 
and ought to be adopted ” 
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himiclf liai any knorrledgo of the honocn that are in 
gtore for Applicationa for some little plaoo under 
your Kicelknoy a Goremincnt are commonly, indeed, the 
^badoin cast before the coming erent , and ao it was in 
this month of Jonimry, when reports were rife in London 
that Sir Clmrlea Hetoilfo was going out to Canada.* Bnt 
there were other letters than these — letters of affectionate 
soliatnde or friendly •warning Among the latter Tras one 
from Ur H. D Mangles,^ who, as an officer of the secre- 
tariat, had rerred bncler Metcnlfis in India, and who, m 
oommon mth all his brethren of the Indian aril serrice, 
was deeply interested in his success. The report had been 
mentioned at a dinner par^, at which Hr Gibbon Wake- 
field •was present, and that gentleman, who was as well 
Temd in colonial politics as any man in the country had 
njikwl 2Ir Mangles, who was another of the par^, if he 
were a friend cf Sir Charles Metcalfe, to inform him ' that 
neither he nor any other statesman -would act wisely m 
accepting tho Goremor Generalship of Canada without 
TTiaVing certain stipulations with, and recemng certain 
powers to act from the Home Mimstiy And the purport 
of this commumcation Mr Mangles •wrote, on the 12th of 
January to Deer Park. To this friendly note Sir Charles 
Metcalfe sent back, by return of post, the following 
replj — 

Em chables urroiLrE to im. 2. d. iLuroues. 

•^Dter Park, SoxUrn, Jmretajj 15, 18«. 

“ Ut deab ItiaoLss, — I thank you cordially Ibr yoor ft^ufly 
esnUon, and regard It asanactof tbegrtatestklDdiieai but I hare 


“ Hils bniliMiat, ha wrote • coonneDoed in oooscqosnoo of 
r om o or betbre I raywlf dreamed of folng to rUrniTa, jid I -wia 
far aercral days ecnpkiTed In anawezing appUcatkms by contra 
dlcttog the report and declaring It to be uttely tmiraDded." 

t ITember for OuQdibrd, and Director of the TniUa Ocan 
pany 
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no more idea of going to Canada than of flying in the air Kot a 
word has ever passed between her Majesty’s Ministers and me 
indicative of any desire on their part to call for my services, or on 
mme for employment I am enjoymg the comforts of tranquillity 
and retirement m the affectionate society of my sister, Mrs ^ 
Smythe , and should be very sorry to be disturbed by any offer of 
office that a sense of public duty might mduce me to accept For- 
tunately, I hai e no reason to expect any The only thmg that I 
have the least mclmation for is a seat m Paihament, of which, m 
the present predommance of Toryism among the constituencies, 
there is no chance for a man who is for the abohtion of the Corn- 
laws, Vote by Ballot, Extension of the Suffrage, Amelioration of 
the Poor-laws for the benefit of the poor, equal rights to aU 
sects of Christians m matters of religion, and equal rights to all 
men m civil matters, and eveiytlung else that to his understanding 
seems just and right , and, at the same time, is totally disqualified 
to be a demagogue — shrinks hlce a sensitive plant from pubhc 
meetmgs , and cannot bear to be drawn from close retirement, 
except by what comes m the shape of real or fancied duty to 
his country 

Thus let me hve unseen, unknown. 

Thus unlamented let me die , 

Steal from the world, and not a stone 
Tell where I he 

I nevertheless take an interest in all pubhc matters, and am 
looking eagerly to the openmg of the Parhamentaiy campaign in 
the begmnmg of the next month, but not with much hope of any 
national good m its progress 

“ I am, yours most smcerely, 

“ C T Meto^vlfje ” 

Two days after tins lettei was written, Sir Chailes 
Metcalfe had good reason to think that his London cone- 
spondents were not wholly misinformed On the 15th of 
January, the Deer Park post-bag ivas found to contain the 
followmg important communication from Downiug-street , 
or, as he playfully called it, “ a fatal missive from Loid 
Stanley” — 
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LOBD ffriWXT TO Sia rTTABLW METCAUT. 

^ Jamjj \i 1 & 43 . 

“Ut diab'Si*, — 1 iATe leunt vlth -ray il nc ero pieunro 
that yonr bttlth hu been rery coiuMtstbly re-attUlihed doce 
yoor r e Im p to thli conn try I kpor not, huweter irbether h I* 
nrffW mtlT »o to enaUe yon, or whether If »We, yon ■wonld be 
dbpoeed, tgain to talce npon yoonelf moct booonnible, tnt, at 
the rr^ thoe, rery ardoon dntfea in the pobllc Krrico. Bbotild 
yonr anrwrr to thli preOmloary Inquiry be unfijrtnnatBly In the 
negatlTe, I need not, of cu him tronble yon further | but, In the 
ereot of ytmr cptgrtahdnt no inanpermble objeetko to again 
giving thii departmoit the adrantago of yonr valiiable Miricei, 1 
■wonld beg yon to Ihronr me ly bow any day next week 

which roay be moat conrenkait to yt a u ad^ when I ahonid be 
ha^qiy to enter npon an mmMrred comnnmication ■with yoo upon 
the nh{«ct 

I hare the bononr to be, my dear 8tr 

** Tcmri HkiUifbDy 

“ SiAjnxT* 

Tbere could be i>o doubt obout the tomrer that wu 
now to be returned to the Colonul Beoretiiry * Sir Charles 
lletcflHe had but otte ctandard of nght tThereby on all such 
oooadoni to regulate his personal conduct The deemon 
hud nothing to do -with •el£ The only qpiestion to be 
conmdfired 'waa, whether he could reader ■emce to the 
State. He did not hectate for a TnmrmTrt to place him^Jf 
at the disposal of the Crown , so be sent back the following 
answer — 

fftE CHART J3 UETOALrE TO LORD STAKIfT 

“ -Dttr Pori, ffoMtion, JaMMOff 15 ISiS. 

** IIt Loan,— I hare tiria mondog had ftiw bononr of reodTlng 
yonr lordihip ■ moat obliging latter | ud aa yonr thrw, {j pncioni, 

• Ko reader of the preeent day need to he told that the Lord 
Stanley named In then 'mdnmes la the fi ftfn prtiTiH nobleinaB 
known, at the date of their publication, aa the £ail cf Darby 
Bat the apectflcatkai may not, on that account, be aitogether 
PeektL 
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I Mill only say, tint I plnll ln\c no hcnntioii in jMntinp iin^df nl 
^ our disposal, provided tint lliedtila to lio undtrtakon be one in 
■winch I can see iny way, and nni hope to render iistliil •-(.rv ice to 
the State I anil proceed tonards town to niorroM, and, Mcntlur 
and railway pcrmittin'r, inaj expect to arrne on the afternoon of 
AVednesdav Any intimation of jour lordship's eoinniniids, as to 
arhen and arhoro I shall arait on jou, aaill find me if sent to Xo 1, 
IIj de Park Gardens * 

“ I remain, nij I/inl, ile vie , 

“C T Ml Team ” 

There av.is no doubt m Su Cliarics jlletcnire's mmd, 
when on the folloaaing day he took Ins sent ni tlic rail a\ ay 
carnage, that the honoitrable cinplo} ment ofiered to him 
■\vas the Government of Canada Perhaps it aaas (lie last 
office in tlic aaoild aalnch he aaould haae chosen for him- 
self. “I am not sure," he wrote to Captain Iliggmson, 
before his departure from Deer Pnik, “ tliat the Goa'crn- 
ment of Canada is a manageable affiiir, and unless I think 
I can go to a good pimposo, I will not go at all " But he 
went to London, satv Lord Stanley, and the Canadian 
appointment was ofiered and accepted. That he doubted 
his Avisdom, mistrusted bis motives, but resolutely detor- 
mmed to do bis best, the following passages from lus private 
correspondence at this time sufllciently show — 

TO C.VPTAm UIGGUsSOK 

“ I have accepted the Gov eminent of Canada vntliout being sure 
that I have done right Por I do not see nij w ay so clearly ns I 
vnsh Xeither do I expect to do so before I reach my destination 
But the offer havnng been made, and the matter talked over 
between Lord Stanley and me, I do not hke to keep the Govern- 
ment waiting whilst I was shiUy-shalljnng, and I allowed what I 
fancy to be pubhc duty to prevail, and agreed to undertake the 
task proposed.”— [ilfitart’s Hotel, January 19, 1843 ] 

TO MBS SMTTHE 

“I have just returned from Lord Stanley, and have accepted 
the Government of Canada And tlms there is an end to the 


* The residence of Metcalfe’s oldfhend, Mr J S Brovmngg 
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hflppinm tlat I iru enjoying »hh yon, tad thit I hoped ■woold 
lait dnring my Ule. U It that mores me to mign roch a 

‘ p totpeet &T the eaies and tmceriainties of pnbUo life and distant 
•errtof Ii it pore pattiotiam and a aeue of daty'or U it fixfish 
neaa and larking amhitionf It U a lad ttmdc op of htppinen 
and I haro no yeort left to ipare and tew to fell back opoo, if I 
erot return. StQI, that mart bo my hope. And Qod gnut that 
▼bat ‘wt hare hitherto boen contemplating b only poatponed to 
be rcallacd bm^fter The time for my departore li not flxedj 
and I trult that I shall hare aome weeks with yoo.” — [i/ipart'r 
Jaaaory 19 l&tS ] 

To Tn£ *k\rp- 

** When I wrote my flr*t note of morning I bad a gleam of 
hope that I mlgiit bare a |astlflable groimd for decliniog to go to 
Canada} bat I harq aloce been at the Office, and the 

obatade, which was of a pohUe Batmc, has been rtmored. So I 
mast still go. I had a strooger hope of betog able to re tur n 
to you on Toealay to remain awhlla. Bet I ant to tee the 
Qom to taka leare on Toeaday wedc. It wiD, therefore, pr^ 
baUy he Thnnday week, in the efttniDOc, before I me yon. I 
shall then be aide to enj^ about a fortnight with yt«i the last 
days, I was going to aay of happAnesa that I shall probably erer 
krnw Bat eren those wED not be days of bappinw, for they 
win be embittered by Iba approech of scparatlcm. Kerer was a 
ntem dragged into public enpicymoit more agilust hla wifl. It is 
with dlffleulty that I can write crtsi U» th.t i do, q^hJ 
prrjtect youaH I am to embark by staam on the 4th llardi. 

[J/rrart'r Jaxuarj 51 IMS.] 

TO UE. MSWmjJL 

■ A thonaaod thnniri for jonr great klndneaa I 

hare reedred both your lettaa. Too most be aa nroch lorprlied 
as I am to find that I am going to i nerer ondretook 

anything with so nmdi rdoctanee, or so Uttla hope of doing good} 
but I conld not bring myeelf to my No, whm the proposal was 
nuJe, All my plsiis tod cipectatteu of bappioeas ate knocked 
cc the bead} and I fear that the Dttlo repntatkm that I bare 
acquired is more Ilkdy to be damaged than Improred In the 
troolded waters of C a na da. 1 know from experience, that the 
ddef embarrasonait to a cnloniel Goraowr is the interference of 
tho Home Gortimnent At the same It is hnpoaalble to 
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stipulate that they shall not control the government of a colony 
I mtist urge v-hat is nght and resist -what is ^rrong, and come 
away as soon as I see that I can do no good If I do any, I shall 
he agreeably surprised I should be further obhged to you— I 
am evceedmgly so already — ^if you could put me m the way of 
ascertammg, without givmg Mr Buller or yourself too much 
trouble, what ‘the essential steps’ arc which he thinks a Governoi 
of Canada ought to have power to take, for his opinion must be 
entitled to great weight ” — {^Iwart's, Janxtanj 22, 1843 ] 

TO LORD MONSON 

“ I accepted without hesitation, because I had no 

sufficient reason for dechmng an honourable pubhc duty of import- 
ance and difficulty — but I was, m truth, much happier when I was 
contradicting the report than I have been smce it became verified 
I was hvmg with my sister in the enjoyment of freedom from 
care, as much retirement as is obtamable m this country, and 
great happiness m her afiectionate society I wanted nothing I 
was not anxious for anythmg I could truly say in the language 
of my motto, ‘ Congmesco ’ I had a lurking fancy for a seat in 
Parhament, but I was so comfortable without it, that I doubted 
the good sense of wishmg for it, and did not dislike the manifest 
improbabihty of its presenting itselfi This state of real enjoy- 
ment I quit to return to cares winch are mconsistent with perfect 
happmess, and to a mode of life winch I thorouglily dishke, 
merely because I cannot find a sufficient excuse for dechnmg 
Never did a man go so unwiUmg to anjdhmg by lus own consent 
Going, however, I am, and grurablmg is useless If I succeed m 
reconcilmg local dissensions, and promotmg attachment between 
the colony and the mother country, I shall rejoice in having 
undertaken the charge If I faU, which from the state of thmgs 
18 more probable, I must console myself with the assurance, that 
for the rest of my days I shall be left undisturbed in the retire- 
ment that I love "—{Deer Park, Feb 10, 1843 ] 

It was a matter of no small importance in the existing 
state of the Canadian Government, or no-Govemment, 
that Sir Charles Metcalfe should proceed to North Ameiica 
witli the utmost possible despatch To Captain Higginson,* 

* It was a characteristic trait of Metcalfe’s generosity, that 
findmg the salary of the Private Secretary was only 3001 per 
annum, he should have immediately offered to add 1,0001, to the 
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wbo xms to occompanj in tho capacity of Pnvmte 
Secretiiy, bo irrote from invart e the foUowing iketch of 
his p^"Ti« 

“ I am pr«t*od to emhork u non u poailblc, In order that I 
11117 reUere &lr Cbariei Pagot, irbo is too 01 eltber to eomn or 
to more, and, heentue be caonot como ava^ aumot make orer 
charge to 1117 oiu tn^ Mi sneceanr The corUat period at Thkh 
the paaaage to Singiton, on Lake Ontario, vMch Ij the capital, 
and mj pdnt of arrlral, can be made, that onlj from Boiton, 
in the United Statea, li the Utter half of March. Bo I am to itart 
on one of Ccnard'i ateamen from IJTeipooI on the athofllaich— 
landatBovtoooQ tbenthofllardi — go bj railway to Utica, thence 
b7 reed or etmal to Onrego, on Take OntarVy-^and acroti the 
lake to Khogaton. Mj ova immetSate plans are to 

ronaln tn tom nntQ tho 1ft of Fehnauy vben the Qnecn li to 
reoelTB me, and then to p roceed to Dcronihlrei, to he aith n^ 
poor ilrter fbr a fbrtoigbt, and then to irtnm to tom for a week 
or ten days beftrre mj deperture.* 

A. few weeka of oheqaered hsppine«t ot Deer Fuk 
broQght him eloM upon the dreaded penod of his depertore. 
He seems to hare h^ no great nneaamets themt his h*«hh 
am as areH aaorer, he trrote from Dercauhire, “ except- 
ing tho cheek which is neither better nor ■woiee than it 
has been for some Ume, but aesma detenmned not to be 
qtrite well Some daji aftenrerds howerer he wrote To 
Mr Martm, “ The fiu» has improved within the last week, 
end is now better I thmk, than it erex W been gmoe 
it WQi first 2L On tho 21it of February he quitted Deer 
Park to spend, os he »id, a we^ or ten days m Londem 
beforo hia em b arkation for the TPert. It was a bnefi 
htmied interval of not rery pleasumble enatonent. Tet 
no&mg oould hare more cleulj demonstrated the eetuna 

yeaxty inixane from the ■Ury «f the Gorernor-Geoeral. Aihort 

time hetore, haytnf laont that Captata had ftrffcred 

pecimlary lo«s hy the Mfaire of a Calcntta bonae of agency be 
oitrealed to bo pmnltted to make good tho amomit from his om 
pttrmte fUrtuae. 
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tioD m 'wliicli lie "was held than the eagerness ■with "which 
his society -was sought He ivas always a popular man, 
and just then he -was in the mfendian of his success. 
Some, doubtless, -were anxious to entertain the Governor ; 
but there were others who cared only to embrace the man 
Among the former were the members of the Colomal 
Society This important and respectable body had pre- 
sented a congratulatory address to Sir Charles Metcalfe 
on his return from Jamaica, and were no'w eager to invite 
him to a valedictory banquet There were reasons, both 
of a pubhc and private character, which would have 
induced him to dechne the in'vitation Some of his friends 
wrote to caution him against an attempt that would pro- 
bably be made to extract from him some statement of 
his opinions, perhaps some inconsiderate promises and 
pledges, -with regard his future government; and it wms 
hinted at the same time that the entertamment was got up 
by a party — ^the “ family compact men,” with a specific 
object But hletcahe was the last man in the world 
to be led mto any such mdiscretion He accepted the 
in-vitation because he was unwilhng to cause disappomt- 
ment, and he was assured that the entertainment was 
promoted m a cathohc spint by men representing all 
colomal mterests The dinner was given on the 27th 
of September at the Colonial Club, m St James’s-square. 
If any one then present expected to gather from Sir 
Charles Metcalfe’s after-dinner speeches any revelations of 
his intended pohcy, they must have been grievously dis- 
appomted He received all the comphments which were 
paid him in a grateftil spmt, and he reciprocated "with 
interest every expression of good-ivill His speeches were 
lively, good-humoured, after-dinner speeches, but not a 
word was uttered, under the influence of his feelings, 
which he could have any cause to regret 

About the same time, Metcalfe’s old Indian friends, 
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glorying OJ they did in hi* contJnued snccoti, hot thinking 
more of him u Charles Metcalfe than ns GoTenior-GeDeral 
of the Canada*, irere eager to glre him another fexeTrell 
entertainment. But irheai a preliminary meeting was 
held at the Oriental Clab it wn* tuggcated by the chair 
man,* that if Sir Charlea Metcalfe were mntcd to ait for 
hiB jdc tnr e instead of meeting h!s frtend* at dinner, the 
former oompUment wcrald be the more acceptable of the 
twTX The iuggc*tion •wn* well received by the meeting 
and it was tmammoosly resolved “ That the Eight Honour- 
onrabk Sir C T Metcalfe, Bart., G C B , bo requested to 
nt for hiB portrait for the Club, os an cndnnng memorial 
of the high reipect, regard, and esteem in which his many 
pubho and private virturt are held There were some 
membcTi present who would have had the picture and the 
dinuor too— but the admirable portrait by Mr Say, m tho 
library of the Oiiental Club would prrfRdimtly declare the 
wisdom of the choice, even if the engraving which has 
been made from it had not tmabled hundred* to hare 
ooostantly before them the image of thfox benefactor 
fnend. 

During Metcalfe * brief Tint to the metropolis he wa* 
compelled, in acoordanoe with the request thus intimated 
to him to spend some time m ‘ nttlng for hia picture.” 
He had also to ct for hia bust, which was executed by 
Mr Bailey to be placed in the Metcalfe HaH, In fVTffnH* 
With all these cahs upon Ins tune, he might well re port 
that he was “ sadly humad and warned." By the end of 
February, howorar ever j thing was ■«y'rnph«hw1 except 
the dining with the Qneen. On the lit of March he 
wrote to his Butar 

" One nne, my dearest Qeoegtana, to my that I am allre and 
•well, het ndly baaied and worTted, Two irighti I haro been 

* Sir J L Tniblngton. The tnggestkn ram^ orlfiBally from 
Ur TocbcE. 
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entirely depm ed of niy nting hour*:, h^ being dthuned at ivirtic? 
until one or tvro o’clock. To-niorrovr, the last dai of inj being 
in toiin, I haie the honour of dining iiith her i^laiestj. The 
coniphments that I rccciic from nil quarters arc unbounded 
Every one seems to giie me credit for sacrificing personal tomfort 
and happiness to public dulj . The portrait and bust 

are both fimshed, and both excellent You shall linic a cist 
of the one and a copy or cngraiing of the other rniishcd, I 
mean,' only as far as my silting goes The portrait vill not 
be finished much befoie the Exlubition of IS 14, and the bust 
at present is onlj' in clay ” 

On the 3rd of jMarch Sir Charles j\Ietcalfc left London 
for Li\erpool, and on the following cl a) embarked foi 
Boston, on board one of the Cnnard Company’s steamers. 
He Avas accompanied by his Secictaiies — Captain Higgin- 
son, Captain Biownrigg, and Mi IIowclH — and by Dr 
B O’Shaughnessy,'}' tvlio had volnnlceiod to accompany 
lum to Canada | On the 18th of Match they touched at 
Halifax, Athcre the neAV GoA-’crnoi-Gcncial A\as "kindly re- 
ceded by tbe Lieutcnant-Governoi § and his lady , ” 
received addresses from the Council and Assembly of 
Nova-Scotia, aaIucIi Avas a part of his geneial goA’^ernment, 
and "re-embarked, after being on shore about tin ce hours ” 
On the mormng of the 20th he landed at Boston, Aiherc he 

♦ Captam Studliolmo BroAvnrigg, son of Sletcalfe’s old friend 
Mr J S BroAvnngg, accompamed tbe Governor-General as 
mihtary secretary , Itir HoavcU, a connection by marriage of the 
Metcalfe family, Avent as an assistant prn ate secretarj- 
-}• Of the Bengal medical service— an officer Avliose great scientific 
acqmrements have since earned for lum a distmguished reputation 
{ The voyage on the whole was a favourable one , and Metcalfe 
Aviote that he “had abundant reason to be grateful to the Almighty 
disposer of events ” He reported, hoveier, that either from the 
dampness of the deck or the want of his usual exercise, rheumatism 
had seized on his nglit foot and forced him to hmp and wear a 
gouty boot This explanation is necessary, to render clear some 
passages m the foUomng letters 
§ Lord Ealkland 
AmL n 


M 
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TTaj most Loaptabl/ received and on the morning of the 
22nd commenoed hm orerland journey to Kmgiton — til the 
inadanti of Trhich are fblly deicnbod in the following lively 
letters to his nster 

sm nniTti.Ta ubtoaue to sirnam. 

“ ASxay Stait ^ Vco Yor\^ U S Amtncc 
ATank, 24, 1S43. 

“Ut n^Asm Gcobot — wrote from Boftim trlrhiff »n ao- 
corot of our Ttijage, oar laodinff on the 20 tli, and ocr ftay on the 
2Itt at that fained place, whore tho rebelUon hrobs out whkh 
aided In the aeparatkn of onr AoTtb*Americnii colonics from the 
mother conn tr 7 \ alncn whldi condoalcm the tnigtoal rebdUon has 
bcd deaigiutod the glartcmi rrrohitlcn, or the cstshUsbment ol 
ATn^rrW»«n independence, 

"Why trcaaon noTvr prospers, wh*t » the rmaon? 

"Why wIot it proii>ers, nemo dfljo con U trauero. 

Be thftt aa U may the peopde of Bosttx>>-OoT 0 nor Uayor 
tyA grandees — ware all very drfl tad Mnd. T^e started, as 1 nld 
WB ahaiiM, at seren o clock <n the momlng of the Slod, by rail 
way and arrired at this plaoe about seren In the grmlag. After 
qdtdng ths mil way of which the termlnQs Is cm the other bank of 
tho Hndaon lircr we oossed the said rlrer whkh was ftozen 
orer on alright, which brengfat na to onr hotel, the Eagle, at tMa 
pdaoe, the whede rood bring a mua of mow and ke. We started 
again yesterday at nine o dock, by railway fiir Benectady in 
pr og nji to Utica | but a frerii lUl of tnow had rendered the road 
Impajaahle, and we ware farced to retnm after procee d ing a lew 
mQoa. Ihe road is ctfll blocked op, and we cnold not start again 
to-day Bat we mako the attonpt again tomoiTOw either by 
railroad at nine o clock, tf that be practlcahle, or by ilri^^ at 
■ertn o rtf>rV , m aa to reach the Utica railroad, at Senaotady 
which la aaid to bo open, at eleren o dock ; itri proceed by tall 
road from Senectady to Utica, and from Utka to Kingston by 
•klgbi, over tbe mow and ice and froxen rlrera. I wHl ict yon 
know from Kingston how we bare managed. 

“ Uy loot conthmea twollaa, and I am farced to wear a largo 
cloth boot lined with ftir f but in other Tiw jwirta X am weS, and at> 
are afl the party When I took my ink ont of the box containing 
my writing materials Jnst now to commence thts scrawl, I Coond 
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it frozen , and a newspaper liere tells ns that the thermometer on 
the dnj ot our arm al was down at 3° — taken out of our doctor’s 
box to-day it was 17° Kevertheless, I have not felt the cold so 
lunch since we landed, or on the 1 03 age, ns I did occasionally at 
Deer Park It is announced that I am presently to recen e a iisit 
from the ex-prcsident of the United States, Mr Van Buren, the 
Grovemor of the State of o^ew Tork, and a general officer, who is, 
I presume, the local Commander-in-Chiof, and he soon ajipears 
While I was writmg, the aforesaid grandees came m — all very 
cml and kmd. Ulr Van Buren, the most distingmshed of all, is 
particularly pleasing The Governor proposed that he shbuld call 
again, And drag me forth two hours hence to the ‘ Capitol ’ and 
other puhhc biuldmgs , and as I know not hoi\ to dechne i\ hat was 
kindly meant, I must submit , although I should be better pleased 
to remain quietly where I am , for I find it very difficult to keep 
my footmg where ei ery inch is ice or snow. I shall leai e this 
letter to be forwarded from this place, and hope that my next inJl 
announce the termination of my journey I am anxious to reheve 
Sir Charles Bagot, who is so unwell that I shall not be surprised 
if I do not find him ahi e What we liai e most to dread is a thaw, 
which wtII impede our progress , for the road w Inch we take, in 
consequence of Lake Ontario’s bemg unnavigable, will be de- 
stroyed by a cessation of firost , and our hopes of a speedy and the 
least uncomfortable journey possible rest on a contmuance of 
severe cold 

“ Best love to Mr S and Emy 

“ Your most affectionate, 

“ C T MuTCALm ” 

THE SAIIE TO THE SA3IE 

^ Kingston, Canda, Aprils, 1843 
“ Mr DEAKESX Geoegiaxa, — ^It was from Albany, I thmk, in 
the State of New York, that I gave you an account of our journey 
so far I have smee written a short letter to report safe arrival 
here I now resume the account of our journey, taking the first 
moment that I have been able to apply to that purpose, for busi- 
ness has hitherto been mcessant After bemg driven back to 
Albany by the snow-storm that blocked up the radroad on the 
23rd March, we waited in vain on the 24th to see if the passage by 
railway could be effected , and as it was not, we started at dayhght 
on the 25th m sleighs, and proceeded over the snow to Senectady 
m the hope of findmg the radroad from that place open When 

M 2 
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•re MtlTod ■wtt ftwnd the train gone i for bdng the train of tho 
pr wHN i hig d »7 which hid been ftoppcd by the bww It hid 
ftirtcd cm the S3th it an TmQioiIl/eail^boQr ^70 ahoold other 
wl*e hare reached Bcnectadj in 

Fortrme, howerer fiTcnired n» that daT fhr the train waa 
driroi Twclr to that ]dice while we were there, which wai owing 
to a train coining frtna TJda \ fbr thcro bdng bnt ooo rail, two 
train! cannot proceed In opposite dlrectloni. 8o wo bcndlted i 
end the train drlrcn bach when It started again took on emr partj 
to ITtks. 

*' Our party eomlitcd ctf nine, seren of onradTes (besides ilx 
•errant!)— one, the mayor of this place, Kingston, a fdlow 
pasaenger ftom ’Rngland on the fteniner and one a geiitlanan 
residing In the United States, but eroploytaJ by onr GoTemmait, 
■who made all the errangementa fbr oor Jonmey The dlitance 
from Albany to Utiea waa ninety mflei, and we thoeght onraelres 
Jhrtmaite in occompllihlnf U In ooe day cotialdeiiDg the rtite of 
the Kajoo and of the road. From Udeato Klngatoo, distance IS7 
mllra, there wu no poeafble sray of trareHing otherwias than by 
fbr the oc r miL fy was entirely under anow and eren that 
mode waa scarcely pnedeabla, owing to the depth of the now in 
many ptn<^ In ardinory winters, uid with an ordinary qnandty 
of snow the distance wc^ bare been got oxer In a day and a 
half} but It took na oeariy fbnr dajm. TVe trareHed in co rered 
iWgha, and bring wrapped up In to cJooki, giorea, caps, act, we 
•were p r etty wril p ro te cted against the cold as Iccg as we combi re- 
main In the elrighs i but these rehlcles acsnetiiDes mpeet, owing to 
the ylridlng depth of snow on ono aide | and the bones were 
frwjneotly half hulled in the snow and had to he extricated i to 
that from Taiiona acddiaits the aetlre part of oor body were 
freqooitly called ont to ersrt themselTca. I waa taken great core 
cf hy all. 

•The owntt of the rieighs, on Anuzlcan, who contracted to 
ctstrey ns to Klngstoo, attached himself to the in which I 

WSJ, and was almost always standing cn ana »tii* to ialance it, 
and p rero it Iti going orer on the other ..Mt^ did the same. 
He had a seat with the other serrants in a corered alrigb, whan 
they wero protected from the cold i bnt I could not persnade him 
to remain thae, and fkneylng that there was danger cf myslrighi 
npaetting ho persisted in exposing to the elaneots on the 

ontslde of It. I bad with me In toy alolgh, g enera lly Hlggfaisoo, 
Howell, and either Brownrigg or soene other of the party The 
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rest of the gentlemen ■were m mother sleigh, and the servants, si\ 
in uumher, or rather five, one ha^v ing been left inth tlie plate and 
heavy baggage at Albanj , to bring it on after ns, avere accom- 
modated m a third sleigh 

“Tlie baggage that are had avith us arns at one time diaided 
between the tliree — at another, conaeyed in a separate sleigh 
In this manner a\c proceed as avell as the snoav aaonld permit, 
sometimes a sleigh upsetting — more Ireiiuently the horses sinking 
beyond their depth , and all hands cmplo^'ed to set up the sleigh, 
or dig out the unfortunate horse The avliole journey, from the 
novelty of cvcrytlung, avas amusing , and many ludicrous scenes 
took place. Beyond the track for the sleiglis, there avas not an 
inch of ground on avhich there arns not a good chance of being 
buned m the mass of snow , and in the lloimdenng avhich took 
lilace, avlien all averc out to remedy a dilHcidty, a gentleman or a 
servant av as often tb be seen a\ itli lus head under the snoav and Ins 
heels m the air IVe avere often at a dead stop, and at the best 
generally made but a ery slow progress 

“ On one occasion, after a long detention m a am efforts to ad- 
a ance, it avas decided by our conductor, the .i\juerican, ai ho took 
such zealous care of mo, that it avas impossible to proceed, and 
that the only plan to be followed was, that I should be carried on 
m a light open sleigh, called a ‘cutter,’ to some place avhencc 
assistance could bo sent to the party in the rear My ansh avas 
that we should all share the same luck, and I did not like the idea 
of separation At last, however, I yielded to the general wish and 
opmion, and gmtted my sleigh to go to the cutter, the only one 
ivadable In performing this manoouane I had to pass the sleighs 
aliead, which could not be moved out of the track anthout certam 
absorption in the snow , and m floundering through the snow to 
get to the cutter, avith many others doing the same in their kmd 
endeavours to help me, the scene was so ridiculous that I was in a 
roar of laughter the whole way 

“ I went on m the cutter anth Higginson and Broavnngg, and 
my American fnend, the conductor, besides the driaer, to the place, 
the first on the road whence we could send assistance to our friends 
behind, and avhere ave stopped for them, and made up our mmds 
to stay the night It ended m the sleighs all coming up before 
evenmg , and along avith them Howell, avho bad been sick that 
day, and could not qmt the covered' ?leigh. One day ave had to 
cross a bndge, on avhich an mscription stared us in the face, 

‘ Condemned Bridge , ’ and as we passed over it, our American 
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Mend ofCDod the door of the ilcigh In order th*t wt; might h*TO n 
cbancD of efctqto if the sleigh ftU throogh. Bat tbo Condemned 
Bridge wu still strong encFO^ ibroixrparpoac,ind ve tU got orcr 
Trlthout aeddent Onr joanttg’ ended In ocr crossing the rlrar 
St lAvmico and LalkO Ontario on the lee, both being froicn orcr 
and coTored with snow Uko tho rest of tho connUy From Boston 
to Klngiton wns one mau of sfkow Tbo conntiT' gcitCTallj look 
log like a twclfth*ceke — the gnmnd re w jnlling tbo sugar and tho 
trees and booses tbo omamenta. One of the puUIc fimctksiarles 
add to me at Albonj* — OorEmor Metcalfe, 70a II admit, I think, 
that this is a elcrror body of snow tor a joong conntrT- f 

“Both in tho United States and he:^ tho season is said to be 
tmezampled as to tho doratloa tho winter Hie narigmtioQ of 
the lakes and rlren was open last jeax in klaith. This jear it will 
not bo before Maj Thoj are still fttaeu , and tbo groond is still 
for tbo most part cortred whb anow j bat U Is beginning to melt, 
and It Is wen that it thoold do so gradoahj 5 r- & sodden and 
tmirenal thaw would be rery ndschlerons. The cold has been 
nraoh more toloablo than I expected t and 1 cannot say that I baro 
yet experienced any so great as that at Door Park. I Tmdentmnd, 
bowerer that with wind it b extremely scrorc. We ihsn soon be 
in smmner for there Is scarcely any spring As yet It cemthmea 
to freete erery night. 

“ITeTortbriesa, alihongh I adhere to my haUu cf baring no 
fire or heat In my bedroom, and of washing all orer and bathing 
my feet hi cold water I do not frel the ■otcto cold as In Deron 
shire. The damp there, and the aant of U bert^ I conclude 
the difEerence. Ton would enjoy this rltmaia, md ^ would, I 
should think, agrw with you. I am disposed to like it, from what 
I hare hitherto experienced. Hio rheumatism and swelling of 
the foot whkh came on 00 board-ship, and lasted during the 
Journey hars sabsidai Into wtiat they were at Deer Part. And 
the cold which I caught on the joarooy has left the and is. 

I trust, going away altogether I fed in ah other respects guirt 
wall. 

* Jly ©facial prospects are not better th«T^ ther were when I 
accepted tho charge that I hare undertaken. Party spirit is 
acrimonious In tbo extrome. My chief object win be to bring all 
into harmony i but I do not expect nccces. I hare not the Mme 
matwiali to work on that I had in Jamaica. Aoai roroas. 
Sererai important qaestlons most soon bo deddod, and tho result 

n most probably draw on me the obuso of one or of both 
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inriu c 0)10 me uilio tv v(t j* tlmiw in itliri into roiifiifinii , 

nn<i tnen tho ninvt projur oiu'v niiplit lm\o »1io ■^inio tflort J 
nuict confine nnsclf tn p-onoMk. ftir ir vmild tnkc n \olunii to 
iloccnko the inrlnukin of tlio diflKuItic in Mltuh I find nn<olf 
1 do not nic-iii, lunvc%er. to pne wnN to dtvjnjr mid I do not 
•^itfTvr fnnn low epint<? I ritlur linnk tint, in tint rcipn t, tlio 
chmitciv fnnunlilo, for, noIn-thv{ mdiiif iinn h divi oiiripunciit 
from the nipect of nil nr'. I itn in pood vj),ritv, nlthotipli inn «int 
htivinc c proiiiilv ni\ til nip nin t\»,rci't I line not lutn out 
of the home oirc fur tint jmrjHivi rniri I nrnud Ah hcnlth ir 
ncn.rlhek':'; oxcclltiit All onr ]nr!\ nre m II. c \t eptmp Kiine 
cohh md pome rhcnniilntn llippiinoii n (he ihnf <ulhrfrnoi\ 
from tilt htttr I’niik Ilowtll n tpiitt will, mid n pronnip in 
nn aflections Ah predetei'^or, “^ir Clnrlcp Ihpol, n uri nmnlik 
linn toiitnmcv m a prtcinoii':, thonph not a hojalfo; state , atnl 
oiMiip to tin 1 il es not hrnip imipahle. (-innot it prficiit he 
ninioil I am, coineiitienth, Iniiip in n Inrtd homo in the tonji 
and most of nn partv at an hotel — two onU.nll lint the honve 
can liold, hemp irith me , .n I could not think ol dislnrhinp Sir 
Clnrlcs Ihgot, and Lndi Afin mid their faniih.hi otiiip^inp 
Goicniiiiciit iromo while tliti roninin Althonph I could not 
mth ant propriot} liaio doneothcni ne, flic} Iiaic taken this little 
consideration \cr^ kmdh.and express tiienischcs icry ir.irnih on 
the Fuhjoct I enclose some Fcnijis t ikcn from ntiispaptrp Vomc 
niaj interest, and others amuse ion 
“ ANHicn I get into the Goicrnmcnt House I will pi\o lou a 
elcscnption of our mode of life Xot hemp in ini present Tc-iidcnte 
ma condition to entertain, I aioid it cnfirch 'Ihis iirnilcpe, 
hoireicr, will onlj list as long as I sta} out of the Goieniincnt 
House. Afy establishment will he larger and more cxpeiisnc than 
it was m Jamaica. Afy official ine-oine as less And as there it 
was not sufficient without aid from my priiate fortune, I must of 
course expect the same will he the case here, to a larger extent 
This, however, is a matter of little consequence, and I wish that 
all others could he as easily managed. I shall keep this open to 
say all’s well at the time of despatch It has been written at 
various times, ns I could snatch moments for the puiqiose 
“ It is now April tho 13tli I took charge of the Goi cmnient 
on the 30th of Alarch I had nearly forgotten my face It is 
much as it avas when I parted from you. The doctor is at present 
attacking it daily, but gently, wuth nitric acid and arsenic 
Wlietlier the effect will be more complete than it was before, time 
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will ibow Gtjd WCM JWI, my d»rwt tlrter Dccr r»Tk mint 
be >* p 4 nTilng to be deUgbtftiL When I think bow bappj I w»* 
i nct iboald h».Te been there, and afterwards at Btote Glflonl, It 
requires the canrictkin that I bare acted according to dntj to 
recooefle mo to the ■aerlflce that I hero made. Godgnmtthat 
wo maj all meet again, and a renewal of the mme happiness. 

*• Toot aflhctlooate, 

“ C. T Metcaixz.'’ 

Ho nxriTcd at Km^iton <m the afternoon of the 29tli of 
MarcL The etreeta trero lined 'with troops and the 
■whole male populatioii of the placo turned out to greet 
him * If the enthtifiasm ■with tThioh he wna received 
conld have soothed his oimetics, he would hare derived 
solnco from these demonatmtlons — but ho know oi ho 
pesBod along the atreet* of Kingston that there whs a 
penod of trouble and exatement before Hjecu On the 
following daj he vrai fwom in tj Govcmor-Geneml of the 
Pwiwdo and their dependencies. 

* *010 fiiUowtog paivge of a letter writla at the time bv a 
n ewi p a p ef comapoodoit, doortbes the manner of Metciifb s 
r ece ptkni i — Sir Charles Metcalfe arrired ahoat half an Imiir ago 
Be f^trtn the Amodean sidc^ In a doee-bodied sleigh drawn 
by feror greya Hewu TccdTod. on aniTtog at the toot of Arthur 
street Gves Wharf), by an Irnmense ctmeonrse of people. The 
roIUtaij escort was comp'^Ked of a detadunent of tho In airpu rated 
Lancers, and the gtKird of honour from the 2Ard HegimenL Bot 
withstanding the repeated dlsappointrMntJ as to the time of the 
arriral, the male popnlatkm of the place turned out em mam to 
greet filr Charles, which they did with great enthnilasni. The 
Tarkroi braoebes of the Plre Beparbnent, the Mechanics’ Instltn 
tian , and tbe Katlonal Bodetles, tnmed ont 'with their banners, 
which, -with many sleighs decorated with fligs, made qnlte a show 
Tbe streets from Daley’s Hotel to tha Goremor’s residence wpro 
lined by the military Sir Charlet, after a torn throogh two or 
three streets, from tbe place of fab brwTinj socompanbd by the 
pmrmksT, wdt to fab reddance. Btr Charles Metcalfr b a 
thoroQgfadooklng ’Kngtiihnuin, -with a jolly Tlaage. He looks 
older than be rwDy U, but thb may proceed fttan the Crtlgnet of 
his Tcry rough Journey ” 



329 


CHAPTER XIV. 

[1843—1845 ] 

THE GOVERNMENT OE CANADA. 

Tlie Canadian Constituhon — Responsible Goremnient — Hoir to be 
Interpreted — State of Parties — The Evecutive Council — 
Beginning of Difficulties — ^Rupture inth the Council — ^Provin- 
cial Addresses — Formation of a New Council — General 
Election — The New Session — Metcalfe’s Difficulties 

And now Su Cliailes j\Ietcalfe began to look tbe difficulties 
of bis position fail Ij in tbe face Tbej weie great, and 
be scarcely hoped to o\ercome tbem But be addressed 
bimself to bis work in a quiet, resolute spirit, rvitb tbe 
calm consciousness of a man knomag that be was about to 
do bis best, in all bonesty and smcerity, and that tbeie 
were no peisonal considerations to cause bim to sweive 
one bair’s breatb from tbe path of duty He bad not come 
to Canada to seiwe bimself — but to serve tbe State If be 
failed, tberefoie, bis faduie would be forced upon him, 
it would not be self-incurred 

The more closely be looked at tbe difficulties before him, 
tbe more formidable they appeared to be He found, 
indeed, that they were far greater and more complicated 
than those which be bad overcome, by tbe mere force of an 
honest purpose and a concibatory spirit, on tbe distracted 
"West-Indian island They weie formidable because they 
weie only to be subdued either by evolvmg a crisis, which 
for a time must have convulsed the colony, or by a sacntice 
of pnnciple to which it was not m tbe nature of such a 
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man to submit Tbe porij spirit irluch Tru rending 
Jamaica on bis nmTnl startled tbo Indian Goremor lie 
uid that It Tm impotslblo to concllinto one party Tnthout 
oflendmg another But in Canada the curse of faction 
appeared before him »o siroUcn and exaggerated, that ho 
TTOndcred tho erila with which ho had contended during 
hij former GoTomment hod ovor disquieted him at alL 
His first care on esUblishiug himtUf in Kingston was to 
mnVpL himself thoroughly acquainted with tho character of 
the Goremmeot over which ho was commissioned to preside. 
He found in Canada a Legislature embracing os m Jamaica 
three constitumt ports — tho Goremor, or repreaentatiTO 
of tho Crown the LegialatiTo Council, nominated by tho 
Crown and tho Eepresantabro Assembly, elected by tho 
people. But there was a rcry important dlffercnco in 
respect of the manner m which the Goremment was procti 
calJy administered between tho West Indian island and 
the North Amancnn pronnee for ■whertAS in the former 
the Legiilatrre and Execobro Council was one, and the 
office-holders of whom it was compoeed retained their 
places daring good conduct, m the latter there was a 
eeparate ExccutiTe CouncO, holding office virtually by the 
sufferance of the popular branch if tho Legulature though 
nommaHy appomted by the Grown. This Executiro 
Council was compoeed of members of both Houses — 
pnncipally of the Lower House to which they declared 
themselTes directly responsible. 

Tbu, in fimt, was that Besponsible Government of which 
subsequently so much was heard in all discumoiis on 
CaTiodion nffsiri. Thereq> Qn«ThT]i ty wnii the 
of the ExtceSive CouwcftV to a majority in tho House of 
Assembly They profesaod to govern tho prorince through 
that majority They represented indeed, tho repratenta 
tires of the people, and therefore, governed through and 
for the community So Cu* was theory of Eetponsiblc 
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Goveiiiuient sufScicntly sound — but A\hcn it came to be 
1 educed to piacticc there \\ ere some obtrusive difliculties lu 
the way of its successful application And among the 
most difficult questious 'll Inch suggested tliemselvcs -was 
tills — ^Wliat, undei such a state of things, Mas to become of 
the Governor-General‘s 

This question filled ]\Ietcalfe’s mmd , and ivhen lie 
addressed himself to its solution, it ivas natural that he 
should have considered, in the first instance, how his pre- 
decessors had dealt Mith the difficulties which he was now 
called upon to encounter The name of lesponsible 
goi ernment was, at all events, nothmg new to the Noi th- 
Amencan Colomes It had been talked of by Loi d Durham , 
and tiled by Loid Sydenham and Sir Cliailes Bagot — how 
and wnth wffiat result tlie new Governoi -General now 
cleaily desenbed, on the 24;th of Apiil, in his fiist confi- 
dential despatch to the Colonial Office 

“ iKird Durham’s meaning,” he wrote, “ seems to have been 
that the Grovemor should conduct his administration in concord- 
ance with the pubhc feehng, represented by the popular branch 
of the Legislature, and it is obvious that without such concordance 
the Grovemment could not be successfully admmistered. There is 
no evidence in what manner Lord Durliam would have carried 
out the system which he advocated, as it was not brought into 
effect during his adramistration Lord Sydenham arranged the 
details by which the prmciple was earned mto execution In 
forming the Executive Council be made it a rule that the indi- 
viduals compnsmg it should he members of the popular branch of 
the legislature, to which I believe there was only one exception, 
the gentleman appomted to he president being a member of the 
Legislative CJoimciL Lord Sydenham had apparently no mtention 
of surrendenng the government into the hands of the Executive 
CounciL On the contmiy, he ruled the Council, and exercised 
great personal mfluence m the election of members to the Repre- 
sentative Assembly I am not aware that any 

great change took place, during that period of the admimstratiou 
of Sir Cliarles Bagot winch preceded the meeting of the Lsgisla- 
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topo— bnt tTiU cTCnt iiuttntlx followed by a ftill dcrclopiDent 

of ti)e cameqQeocei of maUog the oiBceri of the Goreninifnt 
Tirtotlly iki>a>dent fbr the pettewkn of their pi*ce» cn tbo 
pJeoare of tho irpreientttiTe body Tbo tro eitmne ii*rtie* In 
Upper Ctnad* mc*t Tiolcntly oppofcd to each other cotleiced 
■oldj fhr tho piirpo« of taming out the offlco-boldwi, or u it U 
nenr termed, thoMInlftry of that day with do othor bond of tmlon, 
and with • mntnal ai>derfUi>dlnf that harhiff icconirUibed that 
p pi poao, they -woold take tho chance of tho conacqneDcei, and 
■honid be at liberty to ftdknr thdr rttpectiTe conneo. Iho 
French party oloo took part la cooDdon, and lh»s ha com 
poctneu and Internal reentoQ formed ill greatest ftreogth. Thooe 
portiei together acconrpUibed their joint pnrpooe Ihey hod 
expected to do 00 by a rote of the Aoocmbly but in that they -were 
onddpated by the GorerDar-OonCTal, who in apprehenoion of the 
threarened rote of wont of confidence in membera of hla CdddcI] 
opened ncsotUtScBa with the leader* cf the French party and 
that ncfotlatksn termlttoted in tbo rco l g T xatkin or moond from the 
Connefl of thooo memben who belonged to what ia called by 
tVu^^ t Tx the Conaemtire per^ and In tho introdnrtioii of fire 
nanben of the United French and Sefrnn portteo. The reamln 
ing tiumben of the Coondl were edther of the oo-cahed Beftarai 
party or if not fiarmetly of that party were wiHiBg to fight mder 
its honnert. vreitj were regarded by aH 

paiHei in the coantry u eetoblMiiag in Ml force the oyitem of 
rexpondUe go'^ermncsit of 'wfakh the praedad ezeention hod 
bdhre been tncomplete. From that tinw, the 

tone of the manben of the Cotmdl and the tone of the pnhUo 
Tolce regard] ng reaponilhle gu r enu Dent h"* been greatly ei 
oited. The Conncfl ore now opoken of by themoelrea and other* 
generally oa the lUiilften, the Adminiotratkoi, the Cabinet, 
the Gorernment, ond to fbrth. Their pretaixkina ore accord- 
ing to thli new mnoEkdatura. Tliey regard themaclrei os a 
reapooiible Iflnlitry and expect that tho policy and condnet of 
the GoTemor ohoU bo onbaerrleDt to Tlew* and party 

On the 12tli of May tmtn:^ again to the Colonial OfEco 
on the oaioe oubject, Metcalfe declared that the queetioQ of 
pcaponiible gorernment, ai con elm ed by the Connd], 
wa* now nbont, for the firrt Hmp^ to be put fairly on 
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its trial, and that the “ tug of ivar ” was about to com- 
mence — 

“ Notv, I conceive,” he said, '' is the first tune when the scheme 
of responsible government, as here construed, has come forward 
to be carried fully mto efiect m any colony Lord Durham had 
no difficulty m writmg at leisure m praise of responsible govern- 
ment, which had no effect dunng Ins administration, and was 
treated by him as a general question, without any defimtion of 
the details by winch it was to be carried into effect Lord Syden- 
ham put the idea in force without suffering lumself to be much 
restramed by it, and for the greater part of his admmistration it 
had no existence, and was only commg mto operation when he 
died Sir Charles Bagot yielded to the coercive effect of Lord 
Sydenham’s arrangements, and thence responsible government, 
as nnderstood by its extreme advocates, is said to be Sir Charles 
Bagot’s policy, but though he yielded to the extent of calhng 
certam parties mto his Council, he had not the least mtent of 
surrendermg his power mto their hands , and for the remamder of 
his tune the contest was staved off by his illness , but that lery 
cause rendered it more certam for his successor Now comes the 
tug of war, and supposmg absolute submission to be out of the 
question, I cannot say that I see the end of the struggle if the 
parties alluded to really mean to mamtam it ” 

Such were the manifestations of the Eesponsible Govern- 
ment over which Metcalfe was called upon to preside — 
not in any sense as a Governor, but wholly and solely as a 
name The illness of Sii Charles Bagot, which had for 
some time totally incapacitated him fiom perfoiming the 
duties of his office, had afforded an opportunity to the 
Executive Council of carrying out unrestramed their own 
ideas of responsible government, and, under circumstances 
so favourable to its development, they had run a course of 
unchecked usurpation It is not improbable that but for 
the visitation of Providence which soon sent Sir Charles 
Bagot to his grave, there would in time have been a coUi- 
sion between him and his Coimcil — but as it was, nothmg 
had happened to break the shock, and Metcalfe now felt 
that it V ould be his to bear the brunt of all the heady 
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opposition winch hsd b«n naimnng strength daring Uio 
reigns of his predecessor*. 

To the reader accustomed to the spectacle of a Respon 
sthle Government In England — that is, a Gcrcminent 
dependent for its enstcnco on tho striirnges of a majon^ 
in tho Eeprcsentahvo Assomblj — a Govemment, indeed, 
propped and sapported by a party in tho Honse of Com 
mons — there may at first, appear to bo nothing extraor- 
dinary in the position m irhiob Sir Charles Metcalfe now 
found himself and nothing very formidable in the diffi 
onltiei which surroimded brm Tho Govemment of 
England was the Gkivemment of a party Every Govern 
ment m which tho representative element preponderate* is 
necessarily the Goremment of a party Bat at the noma 
nnl head of thu Govemment by a party in England was 
the wenrer of a crown who might be a child, a woman 
or an imbecile old mfin, not expected to do bat to 
whilst at the head of this Bospansihle Gevemment, or 
Gevemmeat by a party in Canada, was one of the ablest 
statesman that the mothxr coan t ry ccraJd semi forth — hi 
delegate, indeed selected on acconnt of his moral nnd 
mtefiectnal fitness for tho post of the chief ruler of onr 
North Amenoon poasessions. It might be m accordance 
with the spirit and the procbco of the British conetitnticra 
that the Sovereign should be a cypher bat it was not in 
acoordance with the spirit or the practice of colonial 
GuVciument that the Govemor of a colony should be one. 
If then, responsible government, as construed by the 
do min an t party in CAnadn, was thencafeoth to be brought 
into foil operatian, the great question, as I have laid, 
which remained to be sdlved, was, “ iff h«± was to became 
of the Governor Geneml ? 

Now government by-c party might be a very good 
thmg and the Govemop-Generalship might bo a very 
good thing But it appeared to Sir Charl« Metcalft that 
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tlie tAvo institutions Averc incompatible Antli eacli oilier. 
To assimilate and amalgamate them it Avas neccssar}’- cither 
that the nominal head of tlie Government, Aihatever desig- 
nation he might bear, should be a mere cj'pher — a seal — 
existmg and not doing , or that he should be practically 
one, the chief of the Ministr}^, idcntifjing himself AAitli the 
party to Aihich he is attached, and using or falling AAitli 
that party Under such a system of responsible gOA em- 
ment, the nommal head of the administiation might be 
either AAhat the King or the Pinmicr is in England But 
Metcalfe noAV found that he AAas expected to be something 
which, as far as his oaati IcnoAvledge extended, -was utterly 
Avithout a protot}’pe in the constitutional hisloiy of the 
world 

It was said by some Aiho, at this time, looked qmetly 
on Avhilst the prmciple of responsible government nas 
developing itself in Canada, that thenceforth it AA'ould be 
the duty of the Governor-General to lead the Mimstry, 
and that commg Avith the piestige of high authority and a 
made reputation, as weU as Avith the aa eight, m all proba- 
bihty, of superior talents and more extensive admini- 
strative experience, he would be able, in a httle time, to 
mould the opimons and to shape the measures of his 
Council There is sometlung at least phiusible in this , 
and if Lletcalfe had seen his way to such a solution of the 
question, he would eagerly have seized the means of extri- 
catmg himself from the difficulties by which he Avas 
surrounded But the opmion, although that of practical 
men, had httle but theory, after aU, to recommend it 
Doubtless, Metcalfe smiled complacently at the idea of his 
leadmg such a Council under such circumstances , and 
turned from the contemplation of this pleasant picture of 
the entente cordtah betiveen a modeiate and a ductile 
Council and mild paternal GoA'ernoi to the menacing reality 
before him 
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He TTM called npon to govern, or to tubmit to the 
gorenment of Canada, by n party and the party by 
■which ho TTM to govern wu one ivith which be had no 
cympathy It wa* rather a combination of parties than a 
single fiiction — a combination of two parties, the prina 
pics of neither of which Metoalfo conld brmg hinuelf to 
approre. He had some conception of the state of parties 
ID the pronnee, before he set his foot on Canadian sod 
but he had no clear knowledge of the extent to which 
pnrty-spmt was eating into the v er y Hfo of the colony, or 
of the embarrassinent which must beset him as soon as 
erer he attempted to do jnstice to ah elasics and condi 
bona of men irrespcctirely of the iactions to which they 
belonged* But now that bo came to take acconnt of tlw 
obstacles to success he found that they were far greater 
thnn be anticipated when bo accepted tbo efier of the 
Goremment He found that howrrer potent might hare 
been the wutchwoid of “ Beeonmliation ” m Jamaica, in 
Canada it could amil him nothing to allay animosities and 
to eagcnder peace. 

He found that there were three parties in the colony, 
and more than three races of men. He found that there 
•was a loyal ConservatiTo party , o Liberal, or Ileform 
party and a French-Canadian party -f The first was 

“The TioIaM* of party •plril,’' he wrote to tlM Homo Gomn- 
ment oo the Ulh of April, **forcw itidf oo ooei notics irame- 
diitely cm artlTal fa tbo cokoiyi and thnoteu to be the strnreo of 
an tbo d H Bc ul des which are likely to Impede the inccearttl 
nirtiatkm of the OorenUDent tbr the TtUkre and happiMai of tbo 
conntiy ” 

f Tto parties," •wroto Metcalih, “Into Thlch the ccmimnnUy 
ii dWldod, are— tbo Praidi<iaadian party the Bdhm party 
and the ConsernttlTO party j I mo the names by which tbo portia 
dailgnato tbemselrts. Tlie Betbnn party are by thwh- oppooents 
branded as Repnhficans and rebels and the CansemiltTei by 
theirs as Tortes and Orangemen. The French 
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composed pnncipally of Euglislimen. , tlie second, of 
Enghslimen, Inslimon, and people of Amencan stock , tlie 
thu-d consisted entii ely of the old French settlers, who 
since the union of the t\\o Canadas had been gradually 
rising in importance It "was only among the first of these 
dll ee parties that loyalty, as signifying attachment to the 
mother country, existed in any force It was only, theie- 
fore, 'SMth that pai ty that Metcalfe, as the lepresentative 
of the Imperial Government, could properly sympathise. 
But that party uas the Opposition of the da}^. The 
Eeformers and the Ficnch-Canadians eonstituted the 
majority in the Eepiesentative Assembly, and, theiefore, 
the Executive Council — the Eesponsible Go%ernraent — 
which Metcalfe found in the provmce was composed of the 
leading men of those t\\ o radical parties 

The difiicultj’- of managing all these discoidant paities 
without a Council Metcalfe might ha^ e overcome , but the 
interposition of the Council lendeied the woik almost an 
impossibility Determined, as far as he could, to abstain 
from identifying himself with any paity, and to rendei 
equal justice to all, he stiU felt that the very catholicity 
•which he desued to infuse into his admimstiation, might 
become in itself a new source of difficulty and embaivass- 
ment “ The course which I intend to pursue,” he wrote, 
soon after he had assumed the charge of the Government, 
“ with regard to aU parties, is to ti eat all alike, and to 
make no distinctions as far as depends on my personal 

party is the strongest, from being tlioronghly umted and acting 
together almost as one man Unless any question ivere to arise 
■which Tvould umte the discordant English parties in a common 
feehng, the French party, from its compactness, could influence 
the votes of the Assembly more than any other” This party 
had only recently risen into power It had before been excluded 
from ofiice, hut under the admmistration of Sir C Bagot had been 
admitted to its share of the responsible offices of the State, includ- 
mg seats m the Executive Couned 
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condoot, tmless I difoover which I do not cit present, 
that pnnapica and motiTC* axe conccmod which render 
a difierent coarse proper ” Bat he prescntlj added 
” If I had a fUr open fleU, I eboold endearoor to cancHlAte and 
brte; toffetber the eeod of all portiea, and to via tlu nmd 
dcQce and ccKoperatkm of the logiitatlro bodies 17 mcofurca 
calculated to protnote tbe geunal indikrB In accordance vitb 
pnbUo feeling | bttt ftfttered aa 1 am by the necesilty of acting 
with a CocncO broai^t Into pUco by a coaHtioa of portka, and at 
preeait in potacaakm of a decided minority In the BepreeentatiTe 
Aaaemhly I matt, In aomo degree, forego my own incUnadont in 
tboM reapectai althoogh I may atlll ttrire at a mediator to allay 
the Uttemen of party tplrlL Even the hope of this may be 
ahort lired, for any mearore that can be cocatrnod into Indicating 
the adoption of the rnppoaed polby of the party In tbe ConncH, 
win eretta tbe animoefty at tbe eroded party agaliut me per 
■Qoally ao aj to destroy cndi tuefhlneaa on my part eren In that 
l it tle degree. It b, howerer an adrantage of tbe picjunl tyaton 
oppodtko to tbe Conodl need not be regarded aa cpppodtloa 
to the Ocremor oa kmg oa the Ccamdl ia Ttrtsaliy nominated by 
tbe BepTwentatlro Aaaembiy and that oppealtlon to the local 
idndnl^callctL, eren when the Oortnor la an object of attack 
need not be considered oa oppoaltkin to her Uajeaty’t Gorem- 
ment.” 

The ajitem of nnlrcrBal tolemUon which Metcalfe pre- 
scribed to himself oa hia rale of conduct, whi not likelj to 
find faruur in the eyes of the reoloue p^rtnmTT ^ho r-frm 
poeed hia E x ec nt ire CotmoL In the compoaition of that 
Cormoil, indeed, when he emse to uTTimino it, he found 
not the least of the difficaltiee which beset his career 
He found that there were soma able and some honest mtn 
in the admiDUtration but that there was a great want of 
moderation among them that they were, for the most 
part, men of extreme opnuons and some of them of 
Intractable temper Where there wna strong conscien 
tioumesa, there wna a Tebemenco almost bordering on 
fanaticiam where there waa most ground for respect, 
there waa also most cauao of alarm. They were pnnci 
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pally Iiislimen, Fiencli-Canadians, or men of Ameiacan 
stock Tke true Bntisli element m the Executive Council 
was comparatively small 

The Piesident of the Council was Mr Sullivan, an 
Irishman by birth and a lawyer by profession , a man 
.who, if he had united consistency of pohtical conduct and 
weight of personal character with the great and ongmal 
talents which he unquestionably possessed, might have 
taken a conspicuous part in the public affairs of any 
country. His abilities had been highly esteemed by Lord 
Sydenham, under whose tutelage he had become a Liberal 
To Sir Charles Metcalfe he was described as the best 
writer and the best speaker in the colony — but theie the 
commendation ceased Mr Daly, the Secretary of State, 
or “ Provmcial Secretary ” for Lowei Canada, was a man 
of a very different stamp He, also, was an Irishman — 
and he was a Eoman Cathohc , but although for the 
latter reason his sympathies were strongly vnth the French- 
Canadian people, or had been, so long as they were 
oppressed by the dominant lace, his feelings, tlie growth 
of education and early association, were of a Conservative 
and aristocratic cast All Metcalfe’s mformants repre- 
sented him to be a man of high honour and integrity , of 
pohshed manners and courteous address , a good specimen 
of an Irish gentleman It was added, that he was pos- 
sessed of judgment and prudence — tact and discretion , in 
short, a man to be trusted But he was not a pubhc 
speaker , and, therefore, wanted weight in the Representa- 
tive Assembly Of that Assembly, Mr Harrison, an 
Enghsh lawyer,* Piovmcial Secretary for Upper Canada, 
was nommaUy the “ leader ” He had some years before 
emigrated to the colony to better his fortunes by agricul- 
tural pursuits, but had become private secretary to Sir 
George Arthur, and subsequently, under Lord Sydenham’s 
* Author of “ Harrison’s Digest” 
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adnuniitratjcm, waa appointed to a icat In tlio ExecntiTe 
Councfl- It TTtu said of him, that ho iras “ a peraon 
TEr7 dilHoult to deacnbe, fWnn want of oalient points of 
rhMT pcter" His quolitiea were for the moot part of a 
negative descnptioru Unasniming and unriffectcd,_maling 
no displaj of hit talent*, be stiU got through bit boimeet 
in ffoch a manner at to justify a belief in their oxutence 
Bnt although hit character wa* not clearly defined, hit 
pohtical opinion* wero , end hit Liberalitm rrot at least 
undoubted. 

Of a character and a temperament wholly oppotite to 
thoee of the leader of the Houae of Attembly wat hEr 
Monn, a French-CJonodion Oimmitsioner of Crown Tjnda, 
He bod been thrown in early Ufo, by the trouble* of hi* 
country into the stormy »e» of politic*, but, I behere, 
had followed the law a* a profeaticFTi. Hi* character, as 
described to Metcalfe, would bare fitted well the hero of a 
romanco. With ndmlnistratiTo abibtiet of the highest 
vast power* of appbeaticni, and an extreme lore of 
order, he muted a rare coaaolmtinutneg and a noble self 
derotion, which in old times would hare earned him 
cheerfully to the ttake. EGs potrlotatm wot of the purert 
water He wa* utterly without KplfithnPM md gnfle. .And 
he wa* of m senaifare a nature and so confiding a du- 
potrGon that it wat taid of him, bo waa at tender-hearted 

as a woman and as sunplo as a chiiil- But for these the 

infinmtie* only of noble minds — he might have been a 
great ftatesman. If the entboauiam and 
of bii character rendered him a strilang contrast to Secre- 
tary Hamton be wai m these and other respects alto 
remartahly diatnnilar to Mr EeoeiTar General Duim — an 
Englishman of no great aoutenaat of perception or ardour 
of patnotiam, equally wanting m the steadier qnohtiet of 
cTdcr and precision whilit, in his derotioii to the •cwnco 
of pobtla the earnest French-Cnnadlan put to shame 
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another of his colleagues, Mr Ivillaly, an Iiislnntin, the 
Inspectoi of Public Woiks, "who Avas anxious foi nothing 
so much as to escape entirely out of the political arena, 
and to devote himself exclusively to the practical duties of 
his department 

Mr Small and Mi A}h\yn, both natives of the 
piovince, and of Ainericau origin, were the Sohcitois- 
General for Upper and Loner Canada Tlie foimer nas 
described as a ■well-iutentioued man, of moic than average 
respectability and honour , Avhilst the latter boie the 
reputation of the best debater in the Assembly — a man of 
infinite adroitness and la‘\v3'’er-like sagacity, skilled in 
making the norse appear the better reason, and exposing 
the iveakness of an advcrsai3’'’s case He had rendered 
essential sennee to the Fiench-Canadians in the time of 
their utmost need, and had been bi ought into the Council 
through the influence of that party But theie ivas, in 
reaht3’', httle in common between them , and it was said 
that the connection gave no great satisfaction to the old 
clients of the Sohcitor-General 

The Inspector-General of Accounts, or Chief Finance- 
Mmister, was Mr Hincks He was in many lespects a 
remarkable man The son of an eminent Lisli divine, he 
had settled in Canada many years befoie, and had devoted 
himself to hterary pursuits The hterature which he 
cultivated was the hterature of pohtics He became 
editor and proprietor of a leading Libeial journal, the 
Toi onto Examiner The ability with which he conducted 
the paper rendered it a formidable pohtical organ From 
this condition of colomal jom-nahst, the influence of which 
in troubled times is not to be estiinated by tlie social 
position it confers, he was elevated to high official rank by 
Sir Charles Bagot Even the most strenuous of his 
opponents admitted his fitness for the office he held He 
was an excellent accountant and financier It vas lepre- 
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tented to Sir Cliarlcs Metcolfe that ho ttos bj far the belt 
mun of buimcOT in the Counoil— clear-headed, methodical, 
poraeTcring and industnon*. But ns a partisan ho wii 
vehement and tmscmpulous tntb a tongno that cut hie 
o sword and no discretion to ieep it in order 

Tho two foremost men in the Council remain jot to ho 
noticed — Sir Ififontoino and Ur Baldirin^ the Attomeyi 
General for Lower and Upper Canada. The former was o 
French CnnntbflrL nud. tho leader of his party in tho 
Colonial L^ulatore, as ho had been, since Papmenus 
retirement tho lender of his pcoplo beforo they had been 
permitted to toio part in the Coonmli of tho State. All 
hu bettor qunhtie* were natural to him las worse wero 
the growth of circumstances. Cradled os bo and hii 
people had bryg, in wrong smarting for long years under 
the o ppr ess iv e oscIusiTOoess of tho dominant mc8,he had 
become mistrustfal and suspicious , nod the doubts whioh 
wore continually in lus mind had naturally 

engendered indecisian and infimuty of purpose. But be 
had many fine characteristics which no evil caroumstanoes 
could impair Ho was a just and an honourable Tnn-n. Kim 
motrret were above nH sospiaon. Warmly attached to 
his country earnestly seakiiig the happiness of his people, 
he occupied a high pootian by tbe force rather of his 
moial than of his intellectoal qualities. He was trusted 
and respected rather than admi^ As the leader of an 
important and an umted pserty ho occupied a large space 
m the eyes of the pubbo and without any particular 
fltnpis for such prominent action, was now about to tatA • 
oonspionoTiB part m the groat events which were rapidly 
developing themselvea 

A far abler and more eoeogetio mun was Mr Eobert 
Baldwin — the son of a gentleman of Torocto of Inih 
descent, who had formerly been a member of what was 
called the “ Family CompacL The Baldwin had 
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quarrelled witk lus party, and \ntli tlio charactcubtic 
bitterness of a renegade bad bi ought up lus sou in 
extremest hatred of Ins old associates, and had instilled 
into linn the most radical opinions Kobert Baldwin was 
an apt pupil, and there was much in the circumstances by 
A^hlch he was sunounded — ^m the unfortunate misgoiem- 
ment of his countiy, in the oppressne cxclusir encss of a 
dominant faction, and in the politieal convulsions which it 
had engendered — to met him in the extreme opinions 
■which he had imbibed in his } outh So he grew up to be 
an enthusiast — almost a fanatic lie was thoroughly in 
earnest , thoroughly conscientious , but he was to the- last 
degree imcompromising and intolerant He seemed to 
delight in strife The might of mildness he laughed to 
scorn It ivas said of him, that he w as not satisfied ivith 
a •actor}’’ unless it w as gained by violence — that conces- 
sions "were \ aluelcss to him unless he w renched tJiem ivith 
a strong hand fiom Ins opponent With strong convic- 
tions and stern self-rchance, he made no allowances for 
others, and sought none for himself There w as a sort of 
sublime egotism about him — a magnificent self-esteem, 
•which caused him to look upon himself as a patriot, 
whilst he w’as servmg his own ends by the promotion of 
his ambition, or b}'- the gratification of his vanity or spite 
His strong passions and his uncompronusmg spiiit made 
him a mischievous party-leader and a dangerous opponent 
His influence was very great He was not a mean man , 
he was above corruption , and there w ere many who 
accepted lus estimate of hunself, and beheved him to be 
the only pure patriot in the country Dmmg the illness 
of Sir Charles Bagot he had usuiped the Government 
The actmty of Sir Charles Metcalfe, who did eveiythmg 
for himself, and exerted himself to keep eveiy one in his 
proper place, was extremely distasteful to him He did 
not understand the character of the man who had been 
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•ont to govern them and It TTOnld hove been itrtmgc, 
lodeed, if one 50 blmdod hj passion and ielf-cstoem and 
ffo Intolenmt of opposition had not toon wronght himself 
into a itnte of fanout ontagonlnn to the GoTcmor-Genoral 

Suoh Hi re p resented to Metcalfe — snoh, as on farther 
cipenenco, be subsequently had good reason for bchenng 
them to bo — trere tho member* of tho Exeontive Cotmoil 
who now dearred to put their own constrectiou upon the 
pnnciplca of Pesponsiblo Government, which had been 
ndnuttod by the Imperial rwUhonty, and which iTetcalfo 
himself chMjrfally accepted Conaii, at tho best of times, 
vrai not fl good rmrtery for statesmen. The nruon of 
political ability and political mtegnty was very ram m 
tho colony Impartial men, not greatly adminog the 
individual membOT of Ibo Council, were yet fain to 
aohnowledge that it would be difficult to compose a bet ter 
Ministry Metcalfe aooepted it as be found it, and 

sold ho did not see any possibility of .mabag a change for 
the better On tho 24th of ApnJ ho wrote to the Colonial 
Secretary 

• nitberto notliinff dltt^reeablo b»j occurred in taj CDcumml 
cslIoQi Titb tho Ccond] or vUb tbo wreral ladlridaAlj of which 
It !■ com pewed. Thdr rlev* and mins cogcapood on aererml 
qneftkmt Tboj oxe, getjerall/ able moi. Sereral of thorn aro 
htflaoDtlah I do Dot per e dre that beceflt wonld arits from 
any practlcahlfl change. The point In which I moat irroifanatdy 
expect to Incur m dlUfereoco ^th them 1* their that the 

QoTen u nfPt ihall be admhdaterrd fa euheerrfcncy to their party 
view*. They expect that the potrona^ of the G<JTerDmmt thtU 
be bestowed exelailTtly 00 msmbers of their party ajwl fa sup- 
port of their lofhieace, I dUUke extremely the 

DOtloQ of goTornlng a# a mpporter of any pardenlar party I 
wish to make tho patronage oftba Goremment coodndre to the 
condllatlDn of all partiea, br bilnglgg fato tho pohllo •errioe the 
men of tbo greatoat merit and dHdancy withoat any party dis- 
tinctioo. My powers of naefalneia, little as they ml^t bo under 
any clrcmnstancea, wlH be paxalyBed by my iwiog tbreed fa any 
degrae to act as the sopporter of a party " 
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,\5! 1 ^ ijn, in t'n 1 , 1 '' •* 1 . Ii<’ lUn 1- 1 tn lu < vj < - 

t .‘lonv in 11 U •itivi'i-', I'l'l *),< ui t'li' tiivr.' n liiin Mt*. 
wliu ’j ]u' t. 

’ I Ik puiunl ruU'<(' Mh.ih 1 lutri'tiM' to |iur lu tio'tir-ii the 
(\iunr 1 i< to tr. It th' ni tilth tin. lotijnl in, luul ronlitlitt iliii* 
to the t.it ni iiii h tin t ('tuin toi o tin in n : oiilv tvluii- 
ttcrllic’n" o~ ( •tTl>h<'lii il ti<ij:i. ritjnirt.' *Int pr, < . m, l.nt nl'o 
v.liiuti' the import uu,. of Mn ree-’-ion ntoinn nJs n, >,i'l 
tthc’UMr I roiiunc thnt flu pi Mu ''irMU'Milt In* I>imril<.il In 
till ir nul niul uUu At tlu tSnu , I inti't h.’ on im pti iril 
-ifTi'ii't till, r iiu ro'ihiiiint'- “ 

A AiO(,k or luo afti-ru iiil~, tki imi loncliim nt*- ulm’li 
li" i]>pr(.liemlt il li i<l tniinumil I, ifo.it niio ind 11 iltl- 
win I mil v\ otlrin:: (•» tmiirp tin Go\«.innu'it, .I'ul 

U* ji-'litce tiK (onoino! -(>> IK r tl to n iiifn iiistiii- 

jiji nt III tktirliiii'i Ain I'h liulllu foiiiiei tliu ittiitil 
u'lgni'u'n A cloinl of (litlicnltu •. wis crnthciin" li trlvh 
ti\er lif- In nil Oi tliu IJlli <'f M t} lit* A\ruto to Loul 
.‘'tTllo 

“ I Inrn tint im nttempts to t ■>milniti nil pnrlic*! arc i nmiinl 
in the CM*; ipf tin. Coniuil or ni lint of tin most loriiml ihle 
mcmlHT of it J mil ruimroil toftnc nnftif nptiilirtU to the 
Conm.ll to fiihmit iihvohiti h to thur ihn ilum, to hint nojntl;,'- 
incnl ot nn tn\n, to histou the ptlTmn|.i* ot the liottminent 
c'cclmnc't on ihtir pnrln ms to proccrilie thcir opivomnls, nml 
to mikt fonu jmhlic nml unnjimonl duliniion of iin mllusion 
to those comlitions— intlmhiifr the tomjiUtt nnllificition of her 
>Iniest\ 5Go^c^lmont — n course m imh, nmkr <-011 ikicjition, In* 
dcnoinin itos Sir Clmrlts Iloerot’B politi nltlioiifili ii is \tn (.trtam 
tint Sir Cli irlts Iln-.ot me int no siitli thmp I'liilm^ of suhmn- 
sion to those stipnl itions, I nin Ihrtotcncil vitli tlic rtsipn Uion of 
Tilr Lofontoinc for one, mid both he nml J nrc fnlh nime of the 
serious consequences like!} to follow tlie cstnitnm of tint 
mcmee, fnim the hlimlncss with wlneli the 1 rcneli-C’mi idi m 
jnrtr lollow their lender I am disposed to hope 

tint further reflection nln^ cool Ins ardour, nml that I nn\ dm o 
some ndsnntage from the aid of time I need linrdl} sn, ilul 
altliough I see the nee-essity for caution, I 1ms c no tntention of 
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tttrfng np her llajorty • ccminlMlon by mbmlttlng to the pro 
•cribcd coDdlUoQt. 

" The eole goertkm I*, to dcfcrlbo It irithont dligntec, irbcttier 
the Gorentor ihall bo tolelj c&d oompletelj a tool In the bande of 
the Conndl, or Thdber he ehall hare any oierciie of hJa awn 
judgment in the odmlnlftrotloQ of the G<7ren]ineDtf Boch a qua 
tloQ hna not come ftnnnnl oa a matter of (Uactmlon i bot tbero 
la DO doobt that tho leader of the >mich party apcola tho eentl- 
meats of otben of his Cotmcll beaidca hlmaelf 
Am I cannot poaalbly adopt them I must bo prepared for tho 
cxmaeqorxicoa of a raptnro with the Conndl, or at least the moat 
Infloentfatl portioo of ft. It wonld bo Ttry ImproiLait on my port 
to baiten citcb an erent, or to allow It to talce place Tmdcr pretent 
drcnmatancca, if It can be arolded — hot I nmit expect ft fiir I 
cannot conaent to be tbo too) at a party xmd to pn w cr lbo all thcae 
who defended tbetr ooDoty In the h«ir ctf need ajjalnat ibrdgn 
Inratkin and baternal rcboOloiL I am an adrocate for entire 
ftBrEetftdneai of past oflbocea against the 8tate» hot Jt Is pnmiklflf 
to find that Tho dalm amoeaty far rebels and brigands, 
with whom to a eotaln extent they lympathlsed, are In v ete r ate 
In thdr hoatUfty to thoae who were fiiJthftil to thdr Sovaelgn 
and eotmtry The anmes^ ought at laut to be redpiiDeal. 

O o remment by a majority U the explanation of 
roiponslble goremmait gtren by the leader In thla moTctnen^ 
and g u T cmiu git witbent a majority must be ad mi tt ed to be 
tiftimate^ liupracticahle. Bat the present qoeitfon — and the one 
which Is cnmhig oo ftir trial In my admbilstTatkm, la not whether 
theGoremor shall so ccndocthls Ooremmeutsito meet the wants 
and eisbe* of the people, aod obtain Ihdr rafftage* by pr cuu o tlii f 
their wciltre and happiness — nor whether he shall be responsible 
for his measnres to the pec^de, throogh their lepi e sajt attres — bot 
whether be shall, or shall not, hose a roke In his own Coondli 
whether he shall be at Uber^ to treat aH her Jd^esty’s nbjeets 
wfth eqosl jaitloe, or be a refuctont and pauire tool in the 
hands of a party fbr the pirrpoao of proacribhig tbdr oppcoeits — 
thoae opponents being the portion of the mtnnmni ty moat attached 
to British connoctiooj and the OaroTsor required to proaulbo 
thmn being a British Goremor. The taidmcy object of tbi* 
moremoit Is to throw off the goremment of the mother-ooantry 
In internal aflkln entirely — btrt to be maintained and supp orted 
at her expecse, and to hare bH the advantages of eonncctloo, as 
Icog as ft may salt the neijatlty of the people of to 
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endure it This is 1 1 cry intelligible nnd i erj conicnicnt liolitv 
for 1 Cnnndnn aiming at independence, lint the part that the 
reprcscntatn c of the niolhcr-conntr is reiiuircd to perform in it 
IS by no means fascinating ’ 

Eiom tliesc passages may be gulbcrcd a cloai conception 
of the causes A\ Inch, as the year acl\. meed, threatened to 
precipitate a collision between Sn Clunles Metc,ilfc and 
the members of his Council It was not a question of 
lesponsible goA eminent as undeislood cithci by Loid. 
Durham who had suggested, b}’- Lord John Lusscll who 
bad sanctioned, or by the Assembly A\bieh had declared 
in favour of the sj'stem It was a question of icsponsiblc 
government as the Lafontainc-and-Baldwin Council chose 
to misconstrue the oiiginal intent both of the Impeiial and 
the Colonial Legislature Then idea of responsible 
government A\as the goi’-einment of a Council supported 
by the dominant party in the Eepieseutative Assembly, 
wnth a Governor-General employed by them ns a meie 
passive instrument in their hands Togoiein thiough a 
party was one thing — to surrender everything to a part}'" 
Avas another 

That Metcalfe entertained a strong personal dislike to 
any foim of party government is true , but he saiv the 
necessity of such government in Canada, and AAhatcvei 
may have been the habits of his mind, or whatever the 
antecedents of his pubhc bfe, he was not a man obstinately 
to adhere to old systems, or to transplant to the "West 
opinions 01 sentiments apphcable only to the institutions 
ol the East It w as easy to say of him, that he Avas an 
Oriental despot , that he Avas not accustomed to represen- 
tative government, and that he could not biing himself 
to appreciate or to act in harmony Avith popular asseni- 
bhes But he was no bigot, and be Avas no fool He 
admitted the necessity of governing tbe Canadian pi ovmces 
through a majority in the House of Assembly He said, 
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indeed, it wiu iinpownble to gtn'ern m any otlicr vmy 
but Le did not concciTO thnt it Tva* ncctassary to the 
harmomouJ ■working of snch a system of government, 
that ho should cnbnJy surrender the prerogndvo of the 
Crown 

It WQj mid that the real source of the antagonism 
between lletcalfc and lus Council ^VI1J to bo found in the 
personal chnmctcr of the former And so undoubtedly 
it was. Thero Trna no moro prominent feature m lus 
chametar than a strong »cn*o of duty to the State unless 
it •were a still stronger sense of umvcrsal justice. Perhaps, 
in the single quality of consacntioainess, both chamc 
tenstici nro mcluded. By iho Lofontaine-and Baldwin 
Council, Metcalfe was called upon to nolate both his duty 
to the GoTcmmcnt which employed him, and hij seose c/ 
ti niveini l justico. Ho ■was called npon to surrender the 
prer og atiTe of the Crowo aod to do n sweeping injustice 
to the Colony Ho was the last person in the world to 
endcoTour to nde rough shod over local InsQtutiona. It 
was always hia desiro to act with the colonial outhontiai — • 
to confide in and concilialo them Against the encrooch 
menti of the Imperial Gorenunent he hud always pro- 
tested.* He believed that it -was his duty, as it was his 
pleasure to guide the Councils of the Colony not forcibly 

Bee lletcalle ■ remooftrooce igafaist irmlno Intextocnce with 
the Independence of ths Jamaica Anembly “ ITie onlj quartkm 
It,” he wrote to the Colonial OtDce, how good best he 
occoropUjhed — irhetber bj riding roagh-tbod over the lilsnd 
Initittitions, and knocktng down rlght-ond left irT v ry i hlng that 
•ttnds In one ■ w»jj or bj cordlollj' co-operating with the lilirnd 
authorities, legUlotlTo and eiecntlTc^ profiting by tbelr good feel 
Ingi, taking them by the band and thirp gently to eioy 

ilesiTed Improrooent, r ap e cUn g their joit rights os wdl as thoae 
of otben, and above oD by not nopectlsg and iflftraitlng 
them ? ITio latter U the conne whkh rmtnrtily presented itself 
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to conliol tlii'in h} Tin timhjo o\cici‘-i of liis picrogatnc 
's llio iti\o of the f io\ui lie Ind nglifl} siul 

ju .Inmuti, tint " when the two gi-int*-, Piutlege .ind 
Preiogaino, ]n\c been lotnedlo .\ combat, it n h lul to 
■- 1 } where i! will lenmunte,'* but (his combat wns now 
about to commenci*. 

If w.Tb not pioiokciloi united b^ Piciogatnc. IVIctcalfu 
neither itloinpfod nor de^Jirtd to iide rough-shod o\cr tlic 
C Hindi m Council '1 ho Council cn(lca\ cured to nde rough- 
shod o\oi him , to grind him down into the dust of utter 
annihilation Not onl} was it llicir desire to dtpin o liim 
of all controlling power as the roprcsentaln c of the Crown, 
to dm} his right to be consideitd as (he chief mcmbei ol 
the Council, and to reduce him to the lc\el of one ol tlicm- 
sehts, but tlic} dcsiied and they cndca\onrcd to pic\ent 
liim Irom hiMiig any ^olce in the Council at all. Tliey 
wcio not s itisficd to slop short of an entire usurpation of 
the niUhoril} of the Co\oriior-Geneial They were cagei 
to reduce him to the mere shadow of a name 

It has been befoic obsened, that as i^Ictculfe was no 
usurper Inmself, so lie w ould not sufier (lie usurpation of 
others Ills strong sense of public duty kept him alw i}s 
in Ins right place, and made him resolute to keep othci'S 
also in their right places lie had the strongest possible 
assurance that he liad not been sent out to Canada to be 
the tool of a party — and that party the one least fai ourablc 
to the interests of tlic mother couutr}. Eager as lie was 
for conciliation, he still felt that if he could conciliate the 
Council only by a base surrender of the right of the 
Clown, it was his duty, whatever it might cost him, to 
abide the consequences of a collision lie saw plainly 
that thmgs were tending to tins pass aVnd he was the 
more resolute not to avoid it by any unbecoming conces- 
sions, because lie saw with equal distinctness that the 
question which would precipitate it was not less a question 
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of jmbce than a quesbon of prcrognUrc The qnertion 
TVTiJ whether tU the patronngo of the colonj ihcmld bo 
ffniTcndered to the gnjed of party — whether the jnrt chuma 
of mdmdufllB and the genfeiwl well bdng of the pronnee 
■honld be saenheed whdet Baldwin and laifontaino were 
strength caiing the hnTidg of the Conncil by an nnacmpulcnij 
pnrchaio of votes ? 

In this qncsbon of patronage nil the manifold cartes of 
the bitter party spirit which iraa rending the island found 
outward expression Nothing ccrald have more clearly 
indicated the terrible extent to which this fool disease was 
cormptmg the very life-blood of the colony 

At the Qccnmnlation of difficnldes thus engendered 
Metcalfe now looked with feelings almost opprocching to 
dmrpBiy Tn reply to a Iricod In Tlngland who bad tent 
him a praobcal suggestion of some valno he wrote on tic 
16th of July 

“ I wish that iuccctiftil GoTcnnnent dependsd cm meh mattffi, 
or could be in any degree protooted by doe attcsrtkm to Frcncb- 
rjnadlMn rank. There are nrncb more Kriooj dUBcnltlfi whkb 
DOtbfaif Memi likely to aomujufit — the mutual antipathy of race*, 
whkh ttmfl alone vhl mbdoei the stlD bolter antipathy of re- 
former*, a* they call themeelrea — or republican* and rehcl*, a* 
they are called by thdr opponcots — on the one hand j and coniti 
tutlcmallft* or conaerratlTe*, bs they call tbemielTei — or torW 
and tkmQy-cocnpact men, a* they are caDcd by their adreiMrle* 
on the other | the hostile -rlrnl^w?© of Orangemai and Bepeal^ 
imported into thl» c ot m u y from the hot bed of fretkm, aTui form- 
ing a new Krorce of miichleli the dl»ppointinent attmaing the 
Union t the imposttbUtty of recondUng Upper rjmadtant to the 
firing of the eeat of GoTcmment In Lower Canada j and nc* rer*^ 
a* to the Lower Canadian*, with res p e ot to Upper Canada j the 
probability of attempt* to dltsolre the Union i tho no hope of 
good in either repealing or maintaining It j my own dtiTTbi to 
goremlng by or with a party j and the dlfBculty If not the impo#- 
simity of avoiding it Tho*e are the dilBcuIlle* which beset my 
path I and k> bopelen ia the prospect of either pnbllo good os' 
penortal credit that I ahonld have considered myeclf a* fully 
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justified in declining ivliat I nci cr nn itcil, Ind I known the real 
state of things when I accepted the otflce I cannot now throw off 
Anth propriety If equal Ioa e and desire to do luslice to all Anth- 
oiit distinction Arould siiflice to secure contentment, I should not 
despair — hut partj -spirit runs too higli The Avars of the ms and 
outs Avill continue to rage. In short, the chance of keeping those 
(hscordant luatcnals in union and pence is hopeless , and I huA e 
made up my mind to utter failure IMy determination is to do 
what seems to he right and iiraeticahlt, and to take the conse- 
quence — hut hope I hare none, not even of escape If I could 
conscientiously say, ‘ The thing is to he done, hut I can’t do it,’ 
I should then he able to resign and make Avay for another , hut as 
it is, I do not feel myself at liberty to cast the burden on any 
other, and must toil on to no purpose m the Slough of Despond. — 
Enough of this disheartening subject ' ” * 

Not tlic least of the difficulties here glanced at Avas that 
inA’-oh ed zn the question then before him of the location of 
the scat of Goa ernment. Since the imion of the tAvo 
Canadas this had been a continual soiuce of party-stnfe 
and local iintation , and Metcalfe had strong apprehen- 
sions that, AAhateaer might be the solution of it, a revolution 
Avould be the result of the decision All through the year 
the question pressed heaAuly on his mind At the end of 
April he had Avritten to the Culomal Secretary 

“ kly OAvn opimon concurs with that of the Council It appears 
to me tliat Montreal is decidedly the fittest place to form the 
capital of the United ProAunce of Canada It is not only the 
prmcipal place m population, Avealth, and commerce , hut it is 
also the only place where the Enghsh and Drench races can amal- 
gamate Kingston is a foreign land to the French-Canadians , 
except the few gentlemen who ns ofllce-holders are draAvn by 


* In this letter, alluding to the last news from India, Metcalfe 
says “ With the exception of our mihtary exploits, I do not like 
our proceedmgs m Smdh If I understand them aright, they have 
been a senes of encroachments from the commencement of our 
negotiation for openmg the navigation of the Indus — a laudable 
object, if at could have been accomplished Anthout destroymg the 
mdependence of another state ” 
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tlKilr datki to tbo tttU of OoTernmeot, It Karcel/ cootoJii* a alugla 
bittttdtaiit of that raca If there -rero any place In 

chooainf irhJch the feeling of Upper and Lower nnnmllimi would 
unite, that would bo a motlto fljr adcction which would In my 
ordnion orer mk ercry other But that ia out of tbo qocrtktn. 

tho capital In Upper Canada, and tbo Lower Canadlani 
will bo diantlsfied. Placo It In Lower Canada, and the Upper 
Canadluu wfll be ao. In propoalnff Montreal, tUorefine, I do not 
moan to promlM that tuch n dccUlon will not prodneo ereat db- 
•ollafactloa In Upper Canada, for I am inclined to belkro that It 
win, and I bare been told that it will lead to a motion fbr the 
rejwal of the Unlom^ 

At tho cni of JtJy he rvTOte ogotn on the some subject 

* The Union wni effected wilhoot the cocjent of Lower Canada, 
and whh the heal taring bnt porchaaed anent of Upper Cennda. 
The Upper wwa Indoced to agrw to tlio meurae hj- 

the adrantag^ of putting a ehaTU of the burden of their diH and 
expenditure on Lower Canada, by the hope of aid frean the mother 
ooontry (or the adrueoiMnt oCpnbUo worha, and by a pemi^OQ 
—it U now by sn aafurance, amoustisg to a pnnidaa, ofta 
ward* apparently acted upon, that the leat of the Oorer nm ept of 
the United Pro^ce ihould be fixed in Upper f^rnidn. ThU 
pematkm hai been rtragthmed by the continnance of tbo Go* 
Ternmeut at Klngaton fljr two yeni* i and Ita remoral wotdd canje 
diiappolntiDent and rea m t iu ent The Fraich party It li fuppeted, 
would alwnyi be ready to protDole a repeal of the Union j but I 
confine myarif at pre te nt to the drcmnttancei which render a 
■tmlkT- feding probable on the part of Upper Canada.” 

Thu Tma one root of party atnfe, nntnrnl, mdagcDom 
Another wliich at the some time excited unea^ appre- 
heneiona in iletcolfe s mind, had been tmnephmted fimn 
the mother canntry It teemed that Canodn Traa a climo m 
which BfltiTe ond exotio (action throre with equal loxu 
riance — that the latter, indeed aoqcilred atrength by rartoTml 
to a toil of such vast regenemtiTe power All the evili of 
Irtih pcrty-Btnfe aeerQed indeed to have crossed tho 
Atlanbo only to appear there m an exaggerated shape. 
Orange lodges trere in ocUre ofeintioQ, whilst Hoberman, 
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societies brouglit togetliei tlie Iiisli Catholics, and each 
flaunted their colouis and insignia in the public i\ays In 
the summer of 1813 the streets of ICingston i\eie placarded 
with bills inviting tlie people to attend two lush meetings 
— the one for tlie promotion of Repeal, the othei, at the 
same spot, for the purpose of obstiucting it, “peaceably,” 
as the placaid said, “if ue can, foicibly, if we must” 
The Magistracy weie in alaira Metcalfe was asked 
authoritatively to suppiess the Repeal meetmg , but he re- 
commended that the power of pei suasion should be tiled 
— and it was tried with good effect The meeting was 
not held But stiU all the combustible elements remained , 
and they might any day burst out in a blaze 

The state of affairs in the mothei country at this time 
rendered such an outburst in Canada extremely probable 
Ireland, from a state of chronic excitement, had been 
stimidated into a crisis of fever and deliiium , and it was 
beheved that the first tidings of any seiious colbsion between 
the Irish repealers and the Biitish Government vouldbe 
the signal foi such a rising m the colony as it would be 
impossible to allay Alarming nimouis weie afloat in the 
province “ It is supposed,” wrote Metcalfe, in July, to 
the Colomal Secretary, “ that if any collision vere to occm 
in Ireland between the Government and the disaffected, it 
would be followed by the pouting in of myriads of Roman 
Cathobc Insh into Canada from the United States, assisted 
by the inimical portion of the American population, and 
that they would be joined by the great body ot Roman 
Catholic emigrants now settled in this province So 
strongly has this alarm prevailed, that a gentleman of 
information and ability, and a member of the House of 
Assembly, recently brought to my private secretary a 
letter received from New York, -written by an individual 
on whose veracity the gentleman rehed, stating that French 
officers were actively engaged in that place in drflhng the 

VOL u, N 
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Imh with whom it abotmd*, with a new to tho inmaion 
of Canada immediately on tho oconrrcnco of any ontbrenJe 
in Ireland.” “I cannot say," added Metcalfe, “ that I 
giTe credit to thu intclbgCDCO."* But snch reporti kept 
tho colony in a continnal atate of unrest, and fomented tho 
strife between tho Iriih ikctionfl m the pronnee. 

And 60 With war between tho Upper and Lower 
Canadians— between tho French and English tettlers— 
between the Cathobc and Protestant Irish — between the 
Radical and Conserratrro Engbsb — and between himself 
and his Council — Metcalfe sometimes despaired of his 
abihty to calm tho sen of political trouble which every 
where was foaming around hum 

In the state of mind which these anxieties engendered, 
he was doubtkta glad to Icaro Kingston for a fame on a 
tour of inspection and to profit by the bracing langora-' 
ting efiects of contmoal change of scene. His reoepfaoii 
thronghout the prorince was ooidial and complinaeotXLTy 
Eyerywhere deputations beonng loyal addressM came 
out to meet the now Goramor-General, wnd to do "him 
honour But he felt that aD these manifeetntions of 
apponaat enthusiasm were little more tlmn an outiide show 
ofloyalty and respect A bnefletter to his sister, written 
from Quebec, crowds into a few pregnant sentences the 
history both of his public and prirate life — of bis doings 
and his feelmga at this timp 

Bm nHARTja metqalfe to kutthi. 

* Quebte Amffni 17 1643. 

" SIt Disanrr GaomoiAai,— I mm m harried tocr 

throagh mj domlnkaji before the meetfaig of PwUanient, which I 
hare rammaned for the Hth of nurt month. If grind recepdonii 
kjsl addraues, bumen diipUyed, and Wamptsl arches coold 
afford cocofort and asaniance, I ■hnniH hare ^>wwn , but I cannot 


Scr daria Meicalfi to Lord Staalry Jtly 8 , 1843 . 
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siy tb'it tliey do, for I fear tliat the^rhole concern is rotten at tlie 
core Health as usual Pace no better The ladies and clnldien 
remain at Kingston Sly loa e to Sir S , and Emy Yours m 
baste, but ever, 

“ Slost affectionately, 

“ C T SIetc vepe ” 

The addresses of ■which Metcalfe here speaks came as a 
matter of couise Colonial communities are essentially 
address-presentmg people Almost from the hist day of 
the Governor-General’s arrival in the colony he had been 
deluged with these addresses They were, for the most part, 
notes of welcome, expiesSive of loyalty to the Ciown and 
confidence m its representative And now that he was 
journejung through the provmce, there was fresh occasion 
in every town or ■village which he visited for similai con- 
gratulatory manifestations They came m all forms and 
fashions, and i\ere ■written in all styles — some on small 
sheets of thin letter-paper, others on vast expanses of 
parchment, some bnef in their expiessions of loyalty, 
some difiuse, some grandiloquent, some branching mto 
extraneous topics, some cautionary, some didactic, some 
almost objurgatory, others almost entuely self-laudatoiy 

* Of tbis class of addresses tbc followmg, from the mbabitants 
of tbe to'vn of Niagara, is an interesting illustration “ There 'are 
recollections connected vatli the district, now honoured by your 
presence, to winch, it will erince no unpardonable pride if on, tbe 
present occasion, we briefly call your Excellency’s attention It 
was here that tbe British standard, emblematic of mtelhgence, 
cinhsation, and above all, of tlie Christian faith, first floated over 
tbe then vast -wilderness of TVestem Canada It was here where 
the first Government of Upper Canada was organised — where its 
first Parhament dehberated It was here that dunng tbe last war 
a ruthless mvader apphed tbe torch of desolation, and by wantonly 
bommg down every habitation in Niagara (then Newark) pro- 
voked a spirit which soon carried retribution mto the enemy’s 
land It was here that tbe victories of Stoney Creek, Lundys- 
lane, and Queenston Heights, attested the nnswervmg loyalty and 
dauntless bravery of those upon whom, on these trymg occasions, 

N 2 
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and a few steeped in that poison of partj whicli, go wbero 
Ho would, lletcnlfo found it impossible wHoUy to escape 
In many of these addresses tlio inhabitants of tho places 
through which Metcalfe passed approached him with 
pebdons to aid them in their mdoetnal undertnlongf 
There were nsing to-vrns or flonnshing villages, on spots 
which a few years before had been howling wildernesses. 
The visible signs of progress which repeatedly met him us 
he went, and tho vast capability of still greater develop- 
ment throngh tlie agency of rcprodnctivo works, filled 
Metcalfe with sorrow at tho thought tlint the prosperity of 
BO noble a country long retarded by misgovcmment, 
ihonld now ngam bo obstructed by tho curse of an 
unquenchable party spinU Therowas somf dung childlike 
m the confidence with which some of the people approached 
him, and bcaotiibl In tholr cspressions of gmtinde for 
the patcmal kindness of his predecessor Except in places 
where Toryism m its worst form wns mmpant^ strung 
indications of tho attachment with which Sir Charles Begot 

dfrolred the x'drllegs of ntttahihig British ftioa. It vu hero, 
too that ooo ol your predeccaaon giorionaly fell whUit in the 
eouiegeoni dlachargq of hia dutyi and alnvM vithln view riaei a 
moanm^t to pieaa le hla memory and to stinnUato thiw vho 
behold it to beroifindlkij bia, erected by a people who Ttnerate hla 
name, and who never look on that monmnait, shattered aa h now la 
by tho ttarfkgkrtu hands of namclcas mfEani, withxmt anticipating 
that yoor EicoHeDoy will, os aoon ai opportunity oilhrs, oury into 
eflbct the czpreated intention of yoor Bxcellency's immediate pre- 
decessor to take such steps as wffl reftore Brock’s motmmeirt to a 
condltlqn worthy tho chamrter of the province and of the hero 
whote achlovcmeuta It is intPoAid to perpetuate. To the Niagara 
district, promlndt la Mitorical teojlectlona, suhllmo in tho 
natural setntsty it pvmenta, distliigtiisbed hy thw oftentliDes pro ved 
loyalty of Its Inhabltsata, we beartfly Ud your Eicelleney welcome t 
and trust that a respite from the tolls and airei of offldal lift wQl 
he as sntisfsctnry to you as the opportunity of thus addressing 
year Exetilaocy Is gratifying to ui.” the birth placo 

of Sir Isaac Brock, may well be proud of her hero. 
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In'llicen rcganlc^l, anil of^orion foi Ins ilonlh, im.1 llie nc^\ 
Go\( iiuir-dLini il is lie .ul\ uiccfl “Like fourl clnldicn 
if'ccnth ilopruid ol one good pucnl,' <'nd (lie fi nnorb of 
one of llio'e .uldiO''S(j, “nc .uimousIj liopc that ■\ou 
^\lll long 1)0 l)!("-jcd ^\l(ll health lo eiuhlo }0U to perfect-, 
under I’roMdcnce, jour groit wisli of seeing Canada 
ns one fuiii!} — unitid, hipp\. and prosj’cious Such a 
state, MO fondh hope' under j our auspices, is not f.ii distant, 
aud to assist in its production we ])ledgc our loyalty, 
uidustij , and cliuitj one (owmds inolhci ” In a sonic- 
ashit siiiiil 11 s{rnin of cliantj and good-uill the lush 
uilnhit lilts of Bmntfonl appioiohed linn “ We an\iously 
a\isli,' the} Slid, “ to Inc in peace* ind good-will with oui 
fellow-men of eaeiy ciced and chine, and will h'ul witb 
delieht reciprocal feelings, foi wc aie pcifectly aware that 
uotliing conduces more to the h ippincss or piospcrity of a 
town or pcopli* tlian pe ice and good older" 

Additiscs coiiccn cd m this spu it it was simply a plcasuie- 
torccenc — but othci s c unc to him bitterly complaining 
lliat the st ite of public feeling m tlic count ly was paraljs- 
ing tlie industry of the people*, 1 untmg the fount of 
justice, and impeding the spic.id of education Everj*- 
whcrc the effects of strong party spirit wcie \isiblc ^ Eoi 
e*^ample, the luh ibitants of the township of Pelham, in tlie 
Niagari ehstnet, introduced into ihcir addiess of welcome 
a passage expressing “ unfeigned sorrow* that efforts had 
been made to weaken his Excellency’s oiuniou of iMcssrs. 
Baldwin and Lafontaine and the other members of his 
Cabinet, and hoping that his coiifidcncc in them would not 
be diminished by any ropiesentntions made by the enemies 
of responsible government ’’ 

The constitutionalists of Orillia, on the other liand, gave 
utterance in au addicss to then desue to see the expulsion 

t 

*'“ Sometimes two addresses would come to him from the same 
place — each clannmg to he the address of the people. 
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from the Ccmncxl of tho BaldmnHind Lofontaino section of 
It. "We haro not the stighteat msh, they sald^ “ to die 
tnto to your Excellenay, bnt consaentiotuly belionng that 
It would tend to tho real good, happlncM and pro a p enty 
of the country, wo in aU hamili^ venture to lycommend 
the dismissal of tho following membiow from your 
Counolfl — tho IIotLOunible ilcsara. namson, Tjifontniue, 
Baldwin, Hinckes, and SmnlL" 

■Whatarer Hotcilfo may have thought of the advantages 
of the monsnre recommended m thu conolnding passage, he 
had but one answer to return to auoh on address. He 
answered the subfcnbers as ho onswored their opponents— 
r eproving them for such & display of bitter feeling and 
exhorting them to peace and chanty os tho surest moons 
of advancing the prosperity of the country 

It must hare been a relief, indeed to Sir Oharles Met 
oalfe to turn aside from the contemplation of the party 
heats and animosities engendered in the mind* of the 
European settlers in this noble North American provicice, 
to the trusting simphdty and childlike affection with 
which the remnant of tho indigenous pecple crept to tho 
feet of the new Governor If when he received and rophed 
to these simple and touching oppenls, Metcalfe wished tlmt 
ho wore tho patriarchal head of a tnbe in some nneor 
rupted country where tie only party-strife was between 
Ignorance and Knowledge — between heathen superstition 
on the one sde, and the glad tadings of salvation on tho 
other, and tho only responsible government known, the 
responsibility of a Christian ruler to the great 
of the Univerio — there are few who will not sympathisa 
with tho feeling 

Bat there was another kind of responsible government 
still presa mg him sorely — still dogging his bH* wher e r er 
be went. The subject, m such a par^ ndden country 
could not be kept out of tho addresKO presented to him 
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dm mg Ills tour His aiiswcT uas alunjs, that lie A\as tlie 
fceud and upholder of Eesponsiblo Goi eaiiiuent — but that 
there had been, in some quarters, a niisconsti notion oi the 
•words “You eutirel}'" misappi'eliend mo,” ho said, m 
reply to an addicss from the Talbot distiict,® “in sup- 
posing that I am umMlling to aiail m3 self of the infoima- 
tion and assistance of the Exccutne Council On the 
contrarj’-, I am always desiious of obtaining them, and 
no mistake can be greatei than to imagine that I am 
leluctant to seek and rcccne then ad'Mce I found 
responsible government practicall} ackno'\\ lodged 111 this 
colon}', and I have cndea%oured to caii}' it out foi the 
public good It ma}’, liouevei, be jmshed to an cxtiemo 
•which would rendei it imjnacticablc , and that is the case 
when it is attempted to render the Goieinoi morel}’ a tool 
in the hands of a Council, demanding that the preiogativo 
of the Crown should be siuiendeicd to them foi paity 
purposes ” 

This great question of the meaning of Responsible- 
Government was now fast approaching a inactical solu- 
tion The Assembly had been summoned to meet on the 
2 Stli of September, and Metcalfe iias non huirymg doun 
to Kingston He could not regard itli much complacency 
the threatening pi aspects beioic him At one time, bc- 
foie the conimencenicnt of his tom, he had entei tamed 
some hope that, masmuch as all the membcis of the 
Mmistiy weie not disposed to adiance the same pre- 
tensions, a collision might be avoided But this hope 

* Tlic Talbot district iras a very hotbed of faction On Met- 
calfe’s amial lie bad reccncd two addresses from it, one calling 
upon him to suppqit the liberal institutions of the country, and 
the other denoimciiig responsible goi eriiment ns a dangerous 
innovation that must lead to the disruption of the colon}' IVoni the 
mother country 

f On the 25th of June he wrote, in a pmato letter to Juord 
Stanley — “I haio got on smoothly inth the Council Inthcrto, 
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did not long anstain libn. He knew that the more nolent 
eecdon of tho CJormciI wa» at the eame tune the more 
powerful and that whilrt there was no prepondcroODg 
element on the other ffido to keep down the extraragnneet 
of the Baldwin and liOfontalDo party, s mptnro might any 
day ocenr 

When he thonght, too of tho meeting of Parliament, 
and tho rtatc of partka in tha Aj*emhly he taw too 
that there was much to render hia position very pamfol 
and embamisjing In tho cummer ho had written to 
Lord Stanley on tho fubject, pointing out the difficulties 
which beset him on crery aide owing to tho necessity 
of hu adopting a course which was calculated to gire 
eatisfimtion neither to those of whoso opinions he approred, 
nor to those with whom he could not sympathise 

**117 chlsf anno/mace, ba at preseot proceeds freon 

the dlfcont^ of wfait may fdriy te esJled the British party in 
distinction iVom the others. It b the only party in the colony 
with wbkfa I cm sympathise. I bars no lympotby vtth the anti 
British raneoor of the Frendi party or the stUlsh Indlfltrencs 


-with cantiaos on my part, but wlthont any ncriflee of vhot 
appears to be under prosoit drcanutancM the proper cntharlty of 
tho Qemnor ITie bxaloeM of the OoTenuneirt la carried on hy 
myaolf In commanlcation vilb the secretaries { no orders are 
Itsoed wtthoot my pertonal dbectloo or saneticai f and only those 
matters are refer l e J to the OniiicO •■■hlch the law or estnbDshed 
praetJee require to be eo dealt with, or on which I really wish to 
hare the benefit of tbeir local knowledge and adrice. ho pre- 
tffislnrs hare been adranced on their jart to render necessary a 
statemart of oppoalte prindptesi and one might almost supp ose 
that the tmreasonahlo assuuiptlona befbre asserted by some of 
them had been abendonfri. 1 am not, bowerBr anre of thlii and 
althongb 1 see no reason now to apprehend an Immetflart rupture^ 
1 am sensible that it may happen any day If all were of tho 
same mind with three or fimr it wonld Iw more But 

then an moderate men among them, and they are not til nnited 
In the same nnwarnmtshle e u MH 'J a fWf « 
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tov nrds oiir country of tlie Reiiublicnn parf,^ Yet tlicso are the 
jnrties Antli ■hIucIi I have to to-oporatc, and because I do not cast 
them off, the other party -will not see that I cannot, and construe 
all 111} acts ns if the} ncre the result of adhesion to anti-Bntish 
policy Unfortuiuteh, the measures v-liith I haic recommended, 
if adopted, mil add to this impression, although not desen cdl} , 
md I shall be the object of distrust and abuse to the only party 
mth ivliich I s}mpathi/e, for I can hardl} expect that an oppor- 
tunit} mil occur of nhicli I can mail myself to show niy feelings 
towards them In speaking of their cbscoutent, I allude to the 
indications of it exhibited b} the press on the other side All the 
gentlemen of the part} with whom I hm e com ersed on the sub- 
ject admit the difbculties of ni} position, and the impossibility, 
with an} adiantage, of breaking mth the pari} supported b} the 
majority, men if I ncrc so disposed Jl} omi desire nould be to 
nd ni}self of connections mth an} parties exclusive]}', and to 
adojit v Intel er nioisures nii} he best, with equal justice to all, 
mth councillors selected from all parties, but this at present 
seems impracticable, for part} spiiit runs too high to admit of 
such a union 

“ Tins part} spirit lends to part} conclusions, and renders it 
difficult, if not impossible, to conciliate all parties If I ha\e 
alrcad} failed mtli the one in vliose ]o}al feelings I sympathize, 
it IS not hkcl} that I shall be successful mth those for whose nnti- 
Bntish feelings, whether rancoroasly liostilc or coldly inditTcrent, 
I hm c an innate antipath} Tlie only s} stem likely to he suc- 
cessful that rulers can adopt m dealing witii such feelings in 
subjects IS, I behme, to treat them ns if such feolmgs did not 
exist, and although this may cause the reall} lo} al to abuse me, I 
shall never allow myself to be angered ngunst the latter, for 
I shall know that tliey will do so in ignorance of ray feehngs 
towards them, and from not weiglung with due consideration the 
duties which I have to perform I wish that I could anticipate 
the day vben all would be reconciled, and United Canada be 
really united in internal harmony and attachment to the British 
Crown Such a consummation is, I fear, remote and uncer- 
tain, but I believe, nevertheless, that a large portion of her 
Majest}'’s subjects in tins colony are as lo} al and as devoted 
as m any part of her dommions ” 

This, m due course, came to be demonstrated But, 
m the meanwhile, a gieat struggle was before him At 
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tie end of September, Sir Charles Mctcalfo met tho Pro- 
vmclnl Poriiamemt ITis opomag address iras quiet and 
conciliatory He spobo of the birth of a pnneeM, of the 
death of ^ Chorle* Bagot,* of the benefits conferred on 
the colony by tho increased faciliUes olTciTdcd for the 
importation of Canadian irhent into tho mother country 
of tho tour irhich ho had recently mado , of tho signs 
of prosperity he had witnessed of the pubhe m)rk8 m 
progress of the loyalty which hod bci a evinced of tho 
advantages to bo derived by the people from improved 
lines of commumcation f of tho state of the gnols and tho 
necessity of n general improvoment in prison disciphne 
of the educational offoirs of tho colony pf the state of the 
finances of tho gnoninteed loon of the Customs laws and 
other matters of revenue. Tho welfare of Canada,” ho 
said, in conclosion, “ depends on the results of yciur dellbe- 

* iletesllis seems elwtjs to have tskoi extreme pleasure In 
■pealdag with oouuDeodation of his piulcctseciri ta examplo 
vUch his voeceason did not always fbOenr Tbe fhUcnrlag' 
pftsmge in whkh he refers to the death of Blr Charles Bigot 
is ray cbanctcrlrtlo — "la the Mme loferral aa afflicting event 
has oc curraJ In Canada, bj the demlao of yonr late OoTemor mj 
Immediate predecetaor whoao heart was devoted to the pnbllej 
tharefore mil venal regret has done honour to bis memory throogh- 
ont the provtneo, anil I canoot abstain from notldng flrt his 
desolate widow and faniDjr and hia mortal rtnnnina, in passing 
through the ndghbouring territories of the United States to 
thdr place erf e mh ar Vat ke at New York, were recefred with 
marked and ftfhUn g tokens of friendly respect, whfch indicated 
both the esteem In which he was held in a country in wMch be 
had bed persmolly well known, and a generous lympathy 
worthy of the great nation by which h was erlnced,” 

f ^ was always very eager to Imjirove md to extend tho 
roads of the province. Contrast this with his mhmtes regarflng 
the ertemdon of roads In India. He had been twloo in 
tlnce ho wrote the latter befora which tlma be had bed thirty 
years in Indift without once bringing Mmulf into ctmiact with 
the growing dvUlritkm of tho West. 
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rations on tlio niuncions and impoihnt qncslions iilncli 
tmU come before you, and it will, 1 trust, be the sole 
object of your l.ibouis It is the .m\ious desue of hex 
M.ijestj’s Government, and will be the constant aim of my 
endenx ouis I Imnibly liopc that the blessing of Almighty 
God w ill crown our united eflbrls w itli success ” There w as 
not the same heart in this speech that there was in his first 
address to the Legislature of Jamaiea The diflerence is 
painfully apparent i\Ictcalfc seemed to look with feelings 
almost of despair at the diflicult woik which lay befoichim 
To those wdio watched naiTOwly the progress of events 
and took note of casiirl symptoms as they aiose, it soon 
became appaient that the incntable collision between the 
Goveraoi -General and his Council was now veiy close at 
hand The business of the Session proceeded hopefully, foi , 
.iltliough there were measures regarding which Su Charles 
Metcalfe differed from his Council, it was not anticipated 
that any great inconvenience would lesnlt fi om tins differ- 
ence of opinion It was more probable that the collision 
would be precipitated by some petty personal matter, 
elevated into importance only by the pimciple which it 
was supposed to involve jfUl through the month of 
October and the early part of November — duiing which 
some important local acts were passed, including one foi 
the removal of the seat of Government to hlontreal — these 
threatemng appearances continued to increase The prin- 
eipal members of the Executive Council utterly misunder- 
stood the character of Sir Charles Metcalfe, and believed 
that they would gam an easy victory Their official 
bearing towards him was insolent and contemptuous In 
the House of Assembly, on more than one occasion, they 
exhibited their piactical disregard of his position as the 
representative of the Crowm, by showing that they were 
inchned to keep him m ignorance of their hlinistenal 
proceedings The only member of the Council in whom 
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he hufl tmj real coafidenco thoy pnbbdy repudlxit bo 
Their conduct, as Metcalfo pomfoliy felt, rather 'WM 
of anlflgoniita than of collengues. Ho confessed thim of 
Ijfld no confidence in them. Some ^ho saw whati not 
passing ont of doors boheved that tho leading mcnnbtb the 
the Administration wero cagor to force on a rupturenthe 
to much on acconnt of anything that was Htcly to 
pretext for It, as because a stato of things had ansem irfbei 

* Mr Dtly 8c« Mr Gibbon Wskcfleld’s sccotmt of tbU t^™ 
■otjetn. nil onthorltT it that of an actor In tho scene 

“ I TTOi la tho Ilouto at A»cmblj- " njt Mr Wakrfdil, ** 
a regular s upport er of tho OoTemroent, but not bolding any i ^ 
mode a speech roggeathig tho Impcnc^untart of an EiccutlTO 
elDor Mr Dtiy theSeontoryof theProTlnce for haring ad 
Lord Syiienhain to maho, In tbroar of tho said Mr DtJy 
lawfhl approprlatloa of tho colonial rsTcno©. So little had^ 
an attack bw expected, that the penc e ecoued was not I°Vmi 1 
and the memben geaereJly were to total Ifcnornace of the 
Whai the agrpaw aat d<^ni It was, of c ou rse, sp ppwd 
Mlnlsten preseut would deftod tbdr absent eoDeaguo. 
of tbli, two manbers of the Erecntire Counell. Mr 
iDSpector-Geoeral of Accoenta, and Mr Alwya, SoUdtor-Ge^^ 
for I^jwer Canada, one of them bolng a dependent of Mr Balc^~ 
and the other of Mr T/ilhntalne; pi.nHn ipeodies admitthig the 
of tbdr colleague, bat depreoatlog Inquiry Into e matter t 
waa already ao pUin. Sir Lalbntaine and Mr Baldwin ^ 
presGit, but nld nothing KhnrJfwl at tbdr treadjery to 
Daly I uphnlded then with It, and Inxiated on n ftill inquiry 
the anbject. The whole Hoxue, with the exception of the 
sory Beoch, whae dtsoppotntment and conlVtaloD woe 
took my riew | a aelect committee waj appdirtcd by nrr-ljTna fc'^j 
the g re at eat mimbw of rotea belog giren for me in chooatnj-- 
members ; and this Committee In a frw hx«iri reported (tho ac^^ 
bring chairman end drawing the report) that not a thadenh^ 
ground had ertt existed far any charge against Mr Dily Bu 
the inquiry by the committee Mr Daly neccttarllT made 
gualntod with all the drcmnstances of the case | and I then Icaj | 
that a Tury •erkros dlfler oice with respect to h had for some 1 j 
existed between the Gormiap-QeneTnl and all his coond]| 
except Mr Daly • ' 
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Gotmcil and in the Assembly, ivbicb might cause extreme 
embarrassment to the formei by ivithdraiving from them a 
considerable number of then suppoiters in the latter, and 
eventually cause their defeat 

Metcalfe was no tactician If he had been, seemg that 
a collision ivaS inevitable, he would have taken care to 
bleak with his Council upon some point that would have 
secured for him the sympathies of an influential portion of 
the colonial commumty As it was, he sufieied things to 
take their course , and thought only of resisting the en- 
croachments which he regarded as encioachments on the 
prerogative of the Crown At the end of November the 
crisis came The question which precipitated it at last 
was a question of patronage Metcalfe had appomted to 
his personal Staff a French-Canadian oflicer who was dis- 
tasteful to Mr Lafontame The appointment was intended 
to concihate the French-Canadian community, but it offended 
theu chief The leadeis of both parties in the Council 
then uaited on the Governoi -General, intent on advancing 
the pretensions of the Executive They demanded that 
the Governor-General should make no appointment with- 
out the sanction of his Ministeis Duimn two lonsr 
sittings, on the 24th and 25th of November, Baldmn and 
Lafontame pressed their demands with eneigy and reso- 
lution , but kletcalfe, in his own placid way, was equally 
energetic and resolute His natural serenity was undis- 
turbed by the irntating hostility of his opponents The 
crisis was one of which it was impossible to foiesee the 
results It might end in a disastrous and mglonous tei- 
niination of his long career of public service, and at no 
very remote period in the severance of the colony trom the 
mother country ® But Metcalfe, during those two days of 

* Some time before he had written, in anticipation of a rupture 
to an old fnend and member of Ins family in India (Colonel Stokes^ 
sajing “By the strange state of things produce J my prede- 
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tml, THIS OS calm and unruffled ai over In the domestic 
circle no change Tras apparent m his manner Ho played 
mlh rOgginson s childiro just os joyously as though there 
had been nothing to cloud his happiness or to distract his 
nun(h 

On tho 2Gth of November all tho members of CormcU, 
vnth tho exception of Mr Daly, finding that they could not 
■haho tho finMcss of the Oorcrnor-Geueial, resigned them 
offloes, and prepared to justify their conduct to Paiii ament 
and the colony at large. I will not donbt tho smccrity or 
question tho public virtu© of Baldwin and Lofontaine« 
Doubtless they believed that they also Troro fighting in 
defence of constitutional goremment, and that the interests 
of the provinca demanded that they should not abate a jot 
They clung to their own notions of responsible govern 
ment and took thmr stand upon cortain resohitioiu, 

oetKin, fuocosi Is scarcely pctilbK 7^ msy aspect erery dsy 

to bear I am larolr^ la dUBcoltk* aiui strllh. If I &IIoircd 
my own InclhiatlffQ, I sbonld ship mysdf hotnedlaldy on roy refom 
to Englflnd i but tho mmo seose of doty whicb broeght mo wHl 
detain me, imtil daddod Mhrre nuy core her imesty's Gorem 
Tnrait of the ai pec ta tloc that I am manage matters Htli&ctcccily 
It wold require a kmg story to explain the state of thinga which 
ttwiVm mo despair of doing good t the short of It Is, t>i«t I ^ ex 
peeled hy tho most powetftil party is tho colony to gorem accord 
lag to their riowi, and that tn reftaihig to do so, I «lmll become 
Inroirod In a cootost with the nutl^ty la the Prorindal Paiik 
mont, which wfll he tantamnunt to a faPnra. The Idea of gorem- 
Ing according to the interertod rlews of a party Is odkrtu to moj 
I wish to gOTom with equal treatment and Justice to all parties j 
but the prospect of dring so without contest with the iVnrrfm jit 
party and that ontl British, is hopdesa. The contett, ODce com 
mcnegd, wlU either be etiJIess, or wQl end in submiflion oa the 
part of the Gorenmient, or sepozatioQ of the colony than the 
mother country { and the least erll to bo expected for me person 
ally win be, the rctirocoent, with dberedit, of the OoTUHior who 
win bo bliTTm] fhr a state of things in reality rendered almost 
unaroldihlo by the piuceed lngi of hb predeco ts on.** 
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passed by tlie House of Asscmbl} iii IS 11, contnnung an 
autbontative rendeiing of the pliinse ** But tlicy ucic in- 
toxicated uitb draughts of uuaccustouicd powoi, and they 
did not sec that they Meic condciiiiied, e^cn by the doc- 
trines ^Yhlch they most loudl }'- 1 aunted 

In his turn, Metcalfe, coinplammg that the cx-councillors 
had -withheld from the Assembly the real circumstances of 
the rupture, put foith an cxplanatoiy slatemcnt I gne 
the bulk of it as I fiud it in his own oiiginal diaft f 

“ On Fridaj* ilr Lafontnmc and Mr B ddwm came to the Go- 
Tcmment House, and after some irrtle\ ant matters of business and 
prelimmary remarks as to the course of their proceedings, demanded 
of the Governor-General that ho should agree to make no ippoint- 
ment, and no offer of an appointment, without preiiousb taking 
the adnee of the Comicil , that the lists of candidates should in 
every instance he laid before the Council , that thej' sliould re- 
commend any others at discretion , and that the Governor-General 
in decidmg, after taking their adneo, should not make any ap- 


* They were substantially these — “ That the head of the Exe- 
cutive Government of the proiince, bemg witlun the limits of his 
Goi emment the representati\ e of the So\ ereign, is responsible to 
the Imperial authority alone , but, that, nevertheless, the manage- 
ment of our local affairs can only be conducted by him, bj" and 
with the assistance, counsel, and information of subor,dinate officers 
in the province ,” and “that in order to preserve between the differ- 
ent branches of the Provincial Parliament that harmony which is 
essential to the peace, welfare, and good government of the pro- 
wmee, the chief advisers of the representatii e of the Soi creign, 
constitutmg a Provmcial Admimstration under him, ought to be 
men possessed of the confidence of the representatives of the people, 
thus affordmg a guarantee that* the well-understood -wishes and 
mterests of the people, which our gracious Soi ereign has declared 
shall be the rule of the Provincial Government, will, on all occa- 
sions, be faithfully represented and advocated ” 
f The draft is full of erasures, showing the care winch Metcalfe 
took to omit everythmg of an offensive or personal nature, which 
m his first eagerness to tell the plam truth he had committed to 

paper 
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polntment jmjjTidlcial to thdr Infliienco | in other ironlf tJi*t the 
patronigo rf tb« Crerwn •honld bo innotiderctl to 1h« ConncH /bf 
tho pnrohiJO of l*irilfliDentar7 fopport j tor If Ujo demapd did Dot 
mean it mmnt nothing M It cunot bo Imagined that the 
mcTD furin of taking edrlco vJthoot regarding It inu the proceti 
coatempUted. 

“Tho QoTcrncr Gtsicrtl ropUed, that bo conld cot nuke tn/ 
nch rtJpulfltlon, and coold not degrndo the charertcr o^ hli olHcc, 
nor Tiolate hie dnty hj loch a eoiTeoder of the preiofttlro of tho 
Ctqwtl 

“ no appctlod to tho munbor of oppointmonti made bj him on 
tho recomnrerulatlon of tlio OonncD, or tho memben of It In their 
deportmcntzLl capodtj and to iDitoocc* in which be bad abetiined 
from conferring appolntmcnte on their oppooenU, aj fhmlahleg 
proofi of the great coofidcratioa which bo had crlnccd towmidj 
the CanneU in the diatrlbntlon of tho potronago of tho Crown. 

He at tho cuna tkno objected, u bo olnaj* had dooo, to tho 
cxdoairo dUtrllnrtloa of patrooago with partj rlnri, and main- 
tained the prlodplo t lpt t offleo ought. In ensylnitaneo, tebeglroi 
to the goalidcd to render effldgit eerrlce to the State ^ 

and wfaero tboo wu do ntch pre-emlnesce he aaecrted hli right to 
excrciee bla dle erdlo a. 

“He naderrtood from hleaar*. l^ibotaJco and Baldwin that 
their conttacuum In office depended on hia final dedakm with 
regard to tbeir detmand, and H wna igreed that at the Ooondl to 
be aBeembled tbe next daj that vabject abtmld bo dieciuaed. 

He occardingl/ met tbo Conoefl on Batnrdnj cocrlnced that 
they wonld resfgn, aa ho coold not recede from tl» reaolotloo which 
he bad tbrmod i and the aame anhject beoune the principal toplo 
of dijcuiflon. Three or more Satinet propciitlonj were to 
hhn orer and orer again, KKoetiioea In different tanna hot alwayi 
a Jml og at tho atone purpoao, which In hli opinion. If tcccan 
pIUhetL woold bare beai a rlrtnal inrrender Into tbo handi </the 
Conned of the prerogatiTe of tbo Crown j and cm hlj tmlfbrmly r^ 
plylog to the*© propodtione in the negatlre, hi* rcfaaal wm* each 
time fallowod by th en we nntft realgn, or word* to tlxt purport, 
from one or more of the Coimcfl. 

Aits the dleotmlon of this qoeatloD at ao moch length, bring 
aj he haj hitherto ooncelred tbe one on which the reolpiatkA oif 
tho Coondl reetod, he i* aetonlihfid at finding thn* tbrir reeig 
natioo ie now aecribed to an alleged dillbrence of oplnkm on the 
theory of reeponilblo gormunent. 
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\“In the course of the con^ ersations winch hotli on Frida}’ and 
Smurday followed the explicit demand made by the Council 
remrding the patronage of the C^o^^l, that demand being ba'sed 
on the construction put by some of the gentlemen on the meaning 
of Tbsponsiblc goi ernment, different opinions were elicited on 
the abstract theory of that still iindctlncd question ns applicable 
to a i^lony — a subject on ■vihich considerable dificrcnce of opinion 
is kni^wn eierj where to preiail, but the Goiornor-Genernl, 
during,tbose com ersat ions, protested, and still protests, against 
its being asserted or supposed that ho is practically adi erse to the 
working of the sjstem of responsible gmernment which has 
been here established, which ho has hitherto pursued without 
donation, and to which it is fully his intention to adhere 

“The Governor-General subscribes entirely to the resolution 
of the Lcgislatiie Assembly of the 3rd of September, 1S41, and 
considers any other system of goicrnnicnt but that nhuh 
recognises responsibihty to the people and the llepresentatn e 
Assembly as impracticable in this proiinco No man is more 
satisfied that all goiernment exists solely for the benefit of the 
people , and he appeals confidently to lus uniform conduct hero 
and elsewhere in support of this assertion ” 


To an imputation, brought against him by the Council, 
that he had opposed and obstructed the legislation of dhe 
tno Houses, in the matter of a bill for the suppression of 
Seeret Societies, Metcalfe replied — 

“Allusion is made to the GoTcrnor-General’s liming detor- 
mmed to reserve for the consideration of her Majesty’s Gmern- 
ment one of the bills passed by the two Legislatn e Houses, tint 
IS, the Secret Societies Bill If there is any part of the functions 
of the Governor in which be is more tlian in any other boimd to 
exercise an mdependent judgment, it must be inth regard to 
giving the Royal assent to Acts of Parliament With regard to 
this duty he has special instructions from her Majesty to reserx o 
every Act of an unusual or extraordinary character Undoubtedly, 
the Secret Societies Bdl answers to that description, being unex- 
ampled in British legislation. Tlie gentlemen of the late Council 
heard his sentiments on it expressed to them He also told them 
that it was an arbitrary and unwise measure, and not even 
calculated to effect the object that it bad in view He had given 
bis consent to its being introduced into Parliament, because he 



870 


tus ooTEiafUEST of cikaiu. 


hid promlKd, <bon after hli lUtoinptJoo of tio Oorernmeot, Ihit 
be iroald BiDctkai leslilitkm on tbo mycct, a* i wbrtJtnl© ibr 
ekecntlro meomre* which bo refbted to idopt. The fftotkimai of 
the lite Coandl cannot fiiil to remember wfth what pertinacity 
tboM menrares were preoed od him, and on hardly he imawan 
of vhit wtkold hire followed at that tinus If In addition to 
nj e dln g tbo profcrlptiTn meaituea nreed on him, bo Lad olao 
rcfbied to jtfnnlt any Icclilotlon on tho snhjoct. 

“ Penniiilon to Introdoco a LDl can nertr be jnitly arfomed ai 
fettering tho Gororocr'i jadgmoot with TCgurd to the Royal 
uMot, fbr the dlacudoo h) PorUoment dmlnf tho inmgo of the 
Un throogh the ]>gtalatgre may materially Indoenco hla dodikin 
In thla caae. The bffl waa ctrooglyoppoaed and roprubeted la the 
AMdsbty bat when it went to tho Loglelatiro CooncU many of 
the membcri bad acceded, and U did not como np flocn that llonae 
with tho adrantago of haring been poised In a fall meeting 
Tahinj thoat dmunrtaocas htfo conridcfalioo, iogetber with the 
preebe Xnitreutktai of her )I^]<aty, and the Tmcertalnty of her 
Jlijeily'i allowtog ncta a blD to go Into operatloo, the Ooremor 
Ooeral conaldarodb to ho hb duty to jlsuiv U forber U^eaty'f 
coTuldeTatkro, os It wu much better that h ibonld not go Into 
oparatloQ CQtn eanArmod by her Uajesty'e G or erarp cnt, than 
that it choold be dlnUowed after iU operation had coanmeaced.** 

It need not be aaid that the Connoil wore rapportod by 
a majority in the Bepresentabre Aaaembly Jiletoalfe liad 
always been rery to stop the baameae of the 

aeaaicm and btit for thia trould, perhaps hnre bronght on 
n erms before. Thu was now aitogother inentnble. Par- 
liament might be prorogued but ha could not ttrile hu 
colours. “ Tou Trill peroeiro by the papers, he Tvrote to 
an old schoolfellow and brother collegian with whom ho 
had often exchanged playfully a Greek or Latin quotation, 
‘ that I am engaged in a oonteat with the * nrmm ardor 
prava jnbenfaum. I am acting catrtioujly m tho hope of 
brmging matters right m a quiet way I cannot with 
ofertainty anticipate tho result, but do not mean to yield 
whateror it may be. To the question et which is, 

whether tie Governor is to be in some d^ree what his 
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impnrK ni n jncn' tnol in ‘ho InnrK of tlio pnrt) timt 
onii oht mi i nnv’ntv m ilu* iijmcont itno bofh, ] nin, I 
co;iO/ ‘ \jr jiMti*;,’ niul I rort milv mcTn to bo ‘ (cm\' 
propo'iti ' Jiiid )iop* ‘ Si fmciiiv illnbrittir oibi*;, iinjnMduin 
foru'nt nuiiT', ”* 

Tlir^o imoc'vdiiig* ‘•pi'ebh throw the wliolc colony into 
n ftMrof 0 \cit<‘tnonl ^Vl^(•ro\^r nun coiicrroir ilcd, fiom 
till' biiibs ol ibo Huron to tlio iiioutb of tbo St L iwreiice, 
tbov .I'^ccnibli'd 'incl tool: couii'^ol with o ich othor, mul dic- 
cn'-'ccl the conflict iiitr chiin*; of the no.cnior-Ctcnonil .iiul 
bi'^ councillor- Koi wcrotlu^ contented with diecu^bion 
It w !<? nocc— ir) tint th(>^ *;liould pue ultornncc to then 
fccdin"-*: and opinions thioncrh (he old channel of addre^'se-? 
to hi-? lAc:lIonc^ the Go\crnor-CIencnl So public 
inoottnj*^ wire held, and addr. sscs were diiwn up, and 
fora tlunl tune smee hiv nrual in the colony, 'i showci 
of tlu 'e doeuiucnls descended upon Metcalfe fiom all p uts 

* Ho was wont, writing: to lus Indian friends, to compare Ins 
position to tint of an Indian Goiernor, wlio iniglit liaae to rule 
tlironeli tlic np:cnc\ of n Maliomcdan "Ministry and a ItInliomedan 
Parli unent I find Hie fiinc form of expression used m more 
than one letter, hut I am not sure of the correctness of tlio 
amlopj To Colonel Ptohes he wrote “Fanc> such a state of 
thiii'is in India, with a Mahomeilan Asscmhlj, and }ou mil haac 
some not on of position On .a distinct demand from the 
Council for stipulations which arould haie reduced me to a non- 
cn(it\,I refused Tho^ instantly resigned, and were supported 
1)3 the House of Assemhb' Since then I have not e\cn heen able 
to form a Council likelj' to carr^i a niajontj , such is the dread of 
the power of the parO who thought bj their resignation to drne 
me to reccne them hack and to submit to their demands I ha\c 
now to strnc to obtain a mnjoritj in the present Parliament If 
I fail in that, I must dissolve, and try a new one I do not know 
that I shall have a better chance in that , and if I fail tlien stiU 
I cannot submit, for tliat would he to surrender the Queen’s 
Government into the hands of rebels, and to become myself their 
Ignominious tooL I know not wrlint the end will he The only 
tiling certain is that I cannot 3 leld ” 
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of tha provmco. And it was n far hcaricr ono than 
pitTiw tlint Led gone btfforo. Art only were the eddiwes 
which now poorod in from all qnartnn more nmnoroos, 
but they woro olao far moro rigniflennL They ttctc not 
mero complimcntniy olTusiona Th^ ^rcro genuine out 
•poion exproscoca of opinion. Metcalfe, indied, wni now 
on Im tnaL IIq ttm arraigned boforo the coloniils at 
large. Whatorer may have been the condition to which 
PrerogatiTe ^^ll to bo reduced, there la no doubt that 
Prmlcge then wtu flonnahlng to ita heart 0 contenL Every 
man conceiTed that ho was privileged to say what he 
liked and never perhapa, under any form of govern 
ment, rciponsjblo or irresponsible, has there been a more 
unrostramed exhibiDon of tho feelings and opinions of 
LDdindaal moo. 

What the opinions of tho colony at largo may hare 
been, it u not easy to determine. It appears to mo, that 
thoy who understood the real nature of the qncsbon at 
issue sided with the Goremor General, and that they who 
did not, supported tho counedDars. Tho addresses which 
Metcalfe received ■rore of different complcxiona. Tho 
greater number as may be supposed, were intended to 
encourage and to support bim but as his inends at such 
a tirao were more likely to be demonstrative ibwTi his 
ene n u es, and silenoe may hare been intended to imply 
cond em nation, this cannot bo oocepted as a proof of tho 
general state of feeling m tho colony But there rvere 
•ereral which, although couched in loyal and reapeotfbl 
hmguage, were addressed to the consideration of the greot 
quastjon at issuB, and decided it ogainst the Goremor 
Grtmeral, To all such demonstrotiona hletcaHo replied m o 
calm and dignified tone. Ho did not wrap up m 0 

cloak of official reserve or carry himmalf superbly as the 
representative of tho Crown but was explanatory and 
orgumeniatire m bis rephes. In r plain stroightfonrard 
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in I’lih r lu' t ' 1 ?)ii» im^r^ into i.liuli ‘■nim ino'nl). r^- of 

th*' ( ojnim)!i,t\ ill 1 Vi nl'itru'lV^ ilu* ( \-cit)in(.illor ci 
Vi( r puM^nn^ ; i ntou <1 into n *'it(.ii!' ni of h"' ^n^ n \ m o > , 
mi (‘’I'clwiil till’ jirVii'ij’K ■- «*! nlion V} which he wouM 
ihcnci forth V»‘ "unhil . th” clmf inlcj ol tiie pioMiiCL. 
]f nii\ )>'-o 'f li itl Vt ell 1 ijuuiil I'f till ! icl (lilt Mctcnlli’ 
w i<j no i](.--pt'! ih u lie hil!) i( < ‘u,ii‘-‘tl the ,i"h(-' of the 
pi opic. niil VilicM'l lii'inilf to lu* n pninihl' to lluiii foi 
tlic in--* I'hnin’Mritioii ot th* ii ofi.ii’^, it w*'ul(l li.uo hu'i 
/uiuul in the 'ittontioii r.hich Jn* ht towed on all tlu’-c 
iut‘‘i niici'; oi puVlic opiiiio’i, nid the tinii’lii'’--- whicli 
'=p/ohc out of Jin kjiIk'- J' o 111'' rijil} t<> one jitificuiii 
uldn.i-'' ‘^nh*{'(juent rifieiice w.i-- frerjiuiitl^ nude, :i‘* to 
tlie oin. ni wJnth th*. (io\iinoi-tjene!-d ino’-t full} decliud 
Ins «i litinieiits 'J'iic ninwii to the .iddio*''; ol the Ooie 
Coumillor*' — n it is ]>no\.n m ci^Ioiii.il liistoi} — was pre- 
cininentl} MitcilRs nnnifesto It w is «nid of it Vy Ins 
supporters, tint it was r.orthy of hcniij written in lotteis 
of gold f 

It im\ be nicrttioncil tint, nltboiipli it tins fane nddrcsccs 
were poiinn^f in In ‘;(ori'’, the nnsMcrs rctuninl to e^cr\ one of 
tlicni were oninnalh written to Innwolf, iiid lint no two are 
alike The skill with wlntli he Mined the forms of e\prc‘:sion, 
where it was impossible to cmboih new idee:, is worth; of hemp: 
recorded, us nn uuhtation of considerable htcnin ubiht} , but it is 
fitill more noteworthy us an indieation of the earnest, scrions 
feeling with wlneli lie rcccncd llicsc expressions of public opinion, 
and estimated their importance, not as mere matters of course, to 
be answered by a Secretary’s formula, but thoughtfully and 
inipressircly by himself 

f The address was signed by sixteen members of the I^Innicipal 
Council of the Gore district It will be found, with i\Ietcalfe’s 
reply, in the Apjicndix, Another address, concen cd m a icry 
different spirit, w as forw ardod from the “ freeholders and inha- 
bitants ” of the same district “ We beg to assure y our Excel- 
lency,” they said, that the definition of the doctrine of respon- 
sible goveniment, ex-pressed in youi message to tae IIousc of 
Assembly-, on Wednesday-, the 29th of No; ember last, lias our 
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It would haTo boon \rcll if tho oxpccsjion of opinion 
in tho colony had been limited to tho temperate langnugo 
of thew prorinoial addrtw* — if the cxcitoment which 
attended tie rcrignabon of tho conncdlorii lind been odo- 
quatcly reprenented by these documonta. Bat rcry different 
WHS tho language employed by some of tho ci-coancdlora 
and their more sealoui partisans with nJbnmco to the 
character and oondnet of tho Govemor-GeneraL At pnbho 
meetings, m after-dinner speeches, in vehement pnrty 
pamphlets, these gcntlcancn employed m tnm the weapons 
of ndicnlo and vitnpcmtion with equal ^nrulcnco and with 
eqnal saeceea. "With both they faded miserably They 
called Sir Charles MctcalTe hard names and they spolro 
of him with, assumed oontempL Now reviling now tnoor- 
ing at him, they appied to the roprcsontatlro of the Crown 
epithets u every respeot contradictory except tho abuse 
they were intended to oonrey He ttu at one tlmi* 
diaries the Srmple, and ‘ Old Sqoarettxs ” at another, 

decided spprobadacL* After statfog at tonui Twigf h ffwfp npfnimi 
of tbe coortltiitlaQil gorer mn eot best mired to tis cotoaT’ ihtj 
CDOclodod by »ylng In the mpport of these prindpto airf 
oplnlotu the Iflyal men of Gore win alwwjs ho ftnind, u they sways 
hate been in more pcrfloojtinjes— Beady— ay^ Beady, tb^wlll 
rally renmd the royal staadaxd of the glorlfliu empire of whkh they 
are prood to form an integral parti they wiH IhHow that standard 
in TOOT Eiodleixiy ■ hand whersTw yoo will lead and then 
may God defend the right, and sare the Qoeen,* To this oat- 
barat of loyalty Metcal& rrpUedi “If moro aettro exertions ware 
needed, yoar gaHaot and berolo condoct la timea of peril wocld 
prove to me that I might canSdsnily depend on your andsnoted 
courago and denrted spirit Ibr erery effort that the energy of 
Is capable of produdng > bet God forbid that I shoaM lire to see 
the peac© and hannony of this pnrriaeo dltturfaed by the halrfil 
tumults of war sod discord. I hope and trust that the ooly 
cocteet we orer hsTO to mststa togather wDl bo tho padflo <»o la 
wMch we are now engaged. In de&ice of canstihrtiaasl gorera 
mcDt and Bririih cotmection.** 
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a desigmng and unscrupulous despot TJic man u ho had 
been selected in turn by the two gie.it party-leadeis of the 
British Einjnie to supeiintend in critical conjimctnrcs the 
atlairs of the tw'o most important of oiu Crown colonics, 
■was now to be jeered at as a dunce, and he whoniivhither- 
soei'er he ■went the blessings of a giateful people had evei 
followed, ivas now to bo branded as a tjuant If jou had 
believed all that was said b}’^ these hot-headed North Amcii- 
cans, you could not h.ave escaped from the conviction that Sir 
Charles Metcalfe, utterly rcgaidlcss of the rights and hap- 
pmess of the people, w.as tramphng down the liberties of 
the colony ■with a relentless heel It w as said at a public 
meeting, by an excited follow'cr of the Lafontaine-and- 
Baldwnn part}’', that the Goveinor-Geneial should be driven 
back “into retirement in dear old England, where tyrants 
have no pow’or,” and “w'here he would writhe under the 
reproach and remoise that is ever inflicted by a secret 
monitor on aU those who disregard or wantonly sport witb 
the happiness of their fellow-creatures, or trample on the 
rights and liberties of those they are -unfortunately doomed 
to govern ” It is easy to imagme how the benign smile 
which seldom left the corner of Charles Metcalfe’s mouth, 
must have spread itself over his poor face on seemg a 
portrait of liimself so dehciously untrue. 

But aU. the vehemence of tlie ex-coimciUors and their 
partisans could not reaUy disturb the peace of the colony 
There was a fond of loyalty and good sense in all parts of 
the province not easily to be exhausted “ In the mean- 
while,” ivrote Metcalfe at the end of February, “ the afiairs 
of the Government proceed as regularly and efficaciously 
as if the Council were complete The countiy is tranquil 
Business is active The people are piospering, and there 
IS little pobtical agitation, although some of the members 
and partisans of the late Council endeavour to excite it.” 

The Baldwm-and-Lafontaine Council had resigned at 
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the ead of J^OTcmbcr and now ot tho cud of Febrnnrj 
tlieir placcfl were not filled. Seldom has tho Lead of 
a Goremment found Llmeelf in o inoro cmbairasKing 
position than that into which '^^ctcalfe wai thrown by the 
resignation of hu Jlmltters. In England when the 
Ministry resign there is commonly another set of states- 
men ready and eager to taho thdr places — on expectant 
Ministry with tho diqx»ition of offices pre-orranged, 
waiting only to be called Bnt there was no such luccc- 
danenm at hand to rciicrc Sir Charles Mclealfo from his 
difficulties Ono cabinet had been broken in pieces and 
it seemed almost impossible to construct another out of 
the matenalfl at bis disposal Tho state of parties farm shed 
ono great obstacle to success the limited pemnnel of 
colonial statesmanship another It was hard to say 
whether it were more difficult to arrange porDcs or to 
find men, 

‘ On the rewgnation of my dictatorial cabinet " wrote 
Metcalfe to the Colonial Seorctary “ the ConscmitiTo 
party came forward manfoUy and gcncTously to my 
support and if I could hare thrown myself entirely into 
their arms that support would have been complete and 
enthusiastic. But this conreo he could not bring himself 
to pursue. He was unwilling to idcntiiy himself so nnmn 
takeably with any party and he knew moreorer, thnt the 
constitntiotial party was not m itself sufficiently strong to 
preserve him from discomfiture and defeat. It was his 
d esir e to form a new Ministry consisting of the re pre seu 
tatives of oil parties and to thm he nt onoe placed 
him self m oommnmoation with ■ome of the rnambers 

of the three great political divisions — the French Conadisns, 
the Eeformers and the ConservntiTea. Bnt he soon found 
that the idea of this fusion of portiei was a mere delusion. 
Tho French -Can adinns were molmed to follow their leader 
to a man and the Eeformers and ConserratiTa could not 
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be brought to coalesce Eagei, therefore, as Metcalfe uas 
at once to form cR new Council, the difficulties uhicli met 
him at the outset compelled him to pause Moreovei, it 
seemed useless to endeavoui to form a new Council duiing 
the short remaining period of the Session, as in the existing 
state ot excitement a majority of the Assembly weie sure 
to range themselves on the side of the ex-councillois 
What then was to be done ’ Paihameut was piorogued 
The Governor-General was ivithout a Council But he 
was not witliout adviseis In the embaiiassments which 
had beset him, he had sought the advice of two able and 
respectable men, with considerable weight in the colony' — 
hlr, Yiger and hlr Draper Mr Viger was a French- 
Canadian, of property, influence, and leputation He had 
suffered much during the lecent troubles foi the suppoit 
Avhich he had given to his countiymen The insuriectiou 
of 1838 brought upon him, justly oi unjustly, the loss of 
his personal libeity He had been thrown into pnson, as 
a fomenter of rebellion, on the evidence of some proof- 
sheets of a seditious character, corrected by himself, which 
had been found in his house His incarceiationhad lasted 
for eighteen months, and he had come out from confine- 
ment a martyr, but not a fanatic The sufferings ivhich 
he had enduied in their cause fixed him securely m the 
hearts ] of the French-Canadian people, and embittered 
them against the Impeiial Government But he was 
neither a violent nor a selfish man He would have 
shrunk from turning to any bad uses the influence which 
he had thus cieated Injustice seems to have pursued 
him, but it did not harden his heart Metcalfe, indeed, 
found him pioscnbed Yiger had been recommended for 
a seat in the Legislative Council, but the Colonial Office 
had rejected him , and the Governor-General, when he now 
announced that he had called him to his Council, was 
compelled to preface the announcement imth an apology 
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Of his abili^ and energy there wns no donbL He had 
been reported, *omo tune before, m “ too old ” for official 
employment but liii screnty yean sat lightly upon him, 
ftnrl Mctcalfo soon found that ho hod the Tigour and 
aasidmty tnth moro thun the sttiidfastncss of younger mem 
In the juncture ■which bad now arisen, his conduct was 
emmontly disinterested He know that by coming forward 
at such a tuna to tho hid of tho Gorcrnor-Gcncrnl he 
would saorificQ oil his infinenco with his countrjTDcn, and 
be looked upon as a renqpdc. Bot he was prepared to 
moke the saondco end he mode it cot llndiog that he 
orer-estimfltcd its extent. “ llr Vlgcr ” said Sir Charles 
Metcalfe, has acted a noble port. I ontertain unqualified 
odminition of his character and conduct. 

Jlr Draper ■was a lawyer, long seitlod in Toronto, with 
a thrrring bnimess and a ■well-corDed reputation. He hod 
been a member of Lord Sydenham ■ Cotmeni, and bod 
pledged hue self to the support of Responsible Goremment— 
■but he was a loyalist to tbe very core astrenncFUssopporter 
of British connectsou. Eds talents for business were of tho 
highest order He was prompt, asnduotia, and methodical. 
Metcalfe regarded him aa a first role odnuiustrntor and 
said that his enunant capacity enabled him to take the 
place of half-Q-doKD men. But he returned to itatetroan 
ship with reluctance. Like the nuyonty of competent men 
of business in the colony, he was disinchned, upon pnTste 
considersti a ns, to bocome a member of the Goremment. 
Hia personal connections -vrere -mth Toremto and Kingston 
and the seat of Gorernment was to be removed to MantreoL 
There was nothing to indnee him^ therefore to attach 
himself to theGcrexnos Genmi but a, beJisf that he could 
render eemce to his co untr y In this belief^ he consented 
to make tho sacnfica and he was sworn in 'with Mr Tiger 
and Mr Daly as a member of the ExKjutrrB Counefl. 

The latter still held office as Provmcial Secretary for 
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Lowei Canada Vjger and Draper recommended that 
they should he sworn, in as memheis of the Executive 
Council wnthout having any office of emolument conferred 
upon them By this provisional arrangement, they urged, 
the executive administiation of the Government might be 
carried on for a time wnthout filbng up any of the vacant 
appointments To this Metcalfe reluctantly assented There 
ivas only a choice of difficulties The delay in forming a 
hlinistry was, doubtless, an evil, but it would have been 
of httle use to form a Mimstry without popular support 
The gieat object to be attained was the suppoit of some 
influential members of the French-Canadian party, and 
hope was entertamed that tune would favour the accom- 
plishment of this object Viger confidently expected that 
his countrymen “ would come round to reason and justice ” 
Communications encouraging this behef were leceived 
from different parts of Lower Canada It was often urged 
that nothing more was needed than the presence of hir 
Viger himself to gather round him a party mchned to 
support the Government. So the venerable statesman pio- 
ceeded to Montreal, and for a tune these favourable expec- 
tations seemed hkely to be fulfilled “ His commumcations,” 
said Metcalfe, “gave encouragement, but it soon became 
evident that his piesence had not produced any decisive 
effect ” Theie was an election for a seat in the Eepiesen- 
tative Assembly, vacated by the late mcumbent, then 
commg on at hlontreal * It had been looked forward to 
for some time as the great pohtical event of the day 
Sangmne expectations weie entertamed by the supporteis 
of the Government that the issue of the contest would be m 
their favour But the result behed their anticipations 
There wns a disgraceful scene of violence and outrage. 

* I believe that he had resigned because he could not conscien- 
tiously vote for the transfer of the seat of Government to 
Montreal 
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Govcroment vrcro beaten, but by sucK meana m could only 
render Tictory shamofuL “ Brought about as it tfm,” 
■VTTote llctcalfo, “ by shnmefol nolonco end a hired mob of 
strangers, it ought to liaro covered tho contnrera of tlie 
dcstmctioii of freedom ^ith dlsgrucc but it has had the 
contrary effect of discouraging tho friends of her Jlajesty s 
Gtirenuncnt, and of rendering the junctiou of tho Frencdi 
party more improbable than ever " 

Whilst frmtloM efforts ttcto thus being made to mn 
over the French Canndlani to represent Lower Canada in 
the ExecutiTC Council, Metcalfe wns eager to mate his 
mrangements for the completion of tho Upper Canada 
portion of tho Council But hero another difficulty met 
him. To Mr Draper, on whom ho relied os his “main 
stay in Upper Cnunda It appeared c-Tpodicnt rather to 
wait the issue of the negotiations pending in Lower Canada, 
and to be gmded by the out tom of erenta. To this 
Metcalfe reluctant!; consented. Bat it was soon apparent 
that no benefit would bo denred from farther delay At 
the end of Juno Mr Draper proceeded to Montreal, and 
hod soon an opportunity of satisfying himself regarding 
the state of feeling in Lower Canada. Tho reports which 
he made ofrer a three weeks? readenc© m city were 
of a most discouraging complexiou. He wroto to Sir 
Charles Metcalfe, that ofror dfligently prosecuting his 
inqTuncB and extendmg hia obsorraUons m all potsiblo 
(juarteTH he could come to no other conclnsion th"" that 
the aid of the French Canadian party was not to bo 
obtained upon any other than the impooeible terms of the 
restoration of Baldwin and Lafontame The difficulty 
indeed seemed to thicken. According to Mr Draper, 
indeed it was one fium which there was no escape. After 
the lapse of seven months dnnng which tho country hod 
been without an ExeoxrtiTo Government, Metcalfe TTaa 
told by one of the ablest, the most clear headed, and the 
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most expeuenced men in the connti), tlint it iias impos- 
hible to form a IMimsti^', according to the recognised 
principles of Ecsponsible Gm eminent, •willioiit the aid of 
the rrench-Canadian pait)', and that that aid it -was 
impossible to obtain. 

What, then, i\as to be done? It i\as apparent that the 
ant of an Executive Goiernment v as beginning to have 
a disastrous Oflect upon the colony. The same high 
authoiity assured ]\Ictcalfe that the necessity foi filling np 
the meant appointments uas becoming hourly moic 
pressing — tliat the long delay -which had already occurred 
■was calculated to injure the commercial credit of the 
country — that the levcnue w'ould be speedily affected — 
that the want of a responsible officci to icpiesent the 
Crown in the courts of justice ivas alieady pioving a 
great public incom enieiicc — that men’s minds were being 
imsettled and unhinged — and that vague apprehensions of 
evil were beginning to paralyse the industrial energies of 
the country 

It was necessary, then, to form a Ministry — ^butliow^? 
To recall Baldwin and Lafontame would be publicly to 
acknowledge a defeat, to lower the digmty of the CrowTi, 
and to pave the w\ay for now embarrassments, which might 
be more insuperable than the old To form a Illinistry 
■without them, and, therefoie, without the support of the 
French-Canadian party in the Assembly, would be to form 
a hlmistiy incapable of carrymg on the Government 
accordmg to the principles of Ecsponsible Govemment , 
that IS, through a majority in the Assembly — ^for no such 
majority coidd be obtamed 

From this dilemma there was one possible means of 
escape, which to the Enghsh politician will readily suggest 
itself The Governor-General had the power of dissolnug 
the Assembly, and appeahng to the loyalty of the pro- 
vince But it was the opmion of Mr Diaper, that 
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olthoEgli In Upper Canrida the annrer to »uch on appeal 
might bo thronrablo, in Lower Canada it Trould bo the 
roTerBe and that tho oggregnto n»nlt would not bo inch 
aj to secuTQ a majority in tho Ilonso. Tho experiment^ 
ilctoalfe wa3 aasured, was not ULoly to bo euccesifiil , and 
yet it was tbo only na o iir o o in the mid*t of thcBO nnex- 
omplcd dilEcnltics, whldi seemed to afford a glimmer ofhopc. 

The cmif, indeed, was on alarming one. Tbo const! 
tntifvn of Canada was at stnlcc. Loolnng boytmd tho 
immediate exigency, it was clear that if no solution of thcfo 
difEcnltiei could be femnd nadcr the existing constitntiQn, 
a revohitionaiy remedy of tomo kind most bo applied — a 
remedy, as it was truly said, that “ cannot bo ndnsed 
here. It migbt be tho abandonment of Lesponiiblo 
Goremment, with the roralts of such attempted rctrogres 
non— or the soTeranco of the eadstmg nnion between the 
two Canadas— or the establishment of a fedend nnian of 
all the Nocth-Amencon colomcs— or onythmg olso, either 
detenmned by, or forced from tho Imperial Government 
The difficulty might be dealt with by the Crown or by die 
people. It was impoasihle to isy how it was to be dpnlt 
with by tho Goremerr-GoneraL 

If in the midst of such u np recedented embarrassment 
Metcalfe sometimes lamented that he quitted the 
peacefhl sanctuary of home to bo towed about on the 
stormy sea of party politics in an American colony who 
will eiprtss imprise ? To one old niid hononred con 
temporary and friend ho bad written, that he enned bim 
the qmet of the Albany and that friend wrote back to 
him words that were well calculated to stir his spirit at 
such a time, and to fin him with new courage ^ If yon 
thought only of your own comfort and content," wrote 
Mountstuart KIphinitooe, “ or If yon were connneed 
that you were past more usefhl employment, you might 
ejoy yemr repose with os good a pfmngT iTiivt as I do 
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but of I bad tbe energy and abibty to fill sucb a place 
as yours, I would not give tbe few months of yom 
approacbmg crisis for a hundred years of unprofitable 
enjoyment ” 

They were noble words, and Metcalfe felt tbe fiiU force 
of tbe appeal In tbe midst of all discouragmg circum- 
stances be was not discouraged He was sustained by tbe 
honesty of bis purpose He knew that be could but do 
bis best He felt that what others could do be also 
could do, and that if be faded at last, it would be only 
because success was beyond human reach. He was reso- 
lute not to abandon tbe great game before him untd be 
bad esbausted every possible means of bnngmg it to a 
triumphant issue Foded in bis efforts to obtain tbe 
coadjutancy of one statesman, be addressed himself to 
another Tbe Attorney-Generalship of Lower Canada, 
which bad been held by Mr Lafontame, was offered in 
succession to four leadmg men of tbe Frencb-Canadian 
party , but on various pretexts decbned by aU Hot one 
in the excited state of tbe pubbc mmd^ m Lower Canada 
bad courage so to brave the opmions of bis countrymen 
A more curious social phenomenon than that presented 
by tbe state of pubbc feebng among tbe Frencb-Canadians, 
Metcalfe, in aU bis experience of men, bad never witnessed 
before They bad been described to bun m England, and 
they bad been described to him in Canada, as a remark- 
ably amiable, gentle, and contented race of men, with a 
primitive simpbcity about them that was truly engagmg 
IVbat Lord Gosford bad told him m tbe old country, and 
blr. Draper m tbe new, bis own experience continually 
confirmed When be first learnt that these quiet, ignorant, 
harmless, patriarchal people were very bot-beaded and 
violent partisans, Metcalfe asked if tbe irritation of tbe 
people were tbe work of tbe pnests But tbe suspicion, 
natural as it was, was an injustice to tbe Frencb-Canadian 
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clergy All nntlionUos cobouirod m *i>ing tlifit tUo 
TT^iurJi inf TTM done principally by tho lairyerB — odrocates, 
notaries and others of tho same race , and partly by 
the mideaas of tho provinco. Instilling into tho minds 
of the people, by impcrccptlblo degrees, opinions hostile to 
tho Bntuh race, those educated and infliicntifll men pre- 
pared them to bo tho blind and headlong follmrcra of their 
party leaders. It is tho natural tendoncy of injustice nod 
oppression to moke tho many lean upon tho fotr Tho 
French-Caaadions 1^017 that they had sufTcred behored 
that they had been tfronged and though tardy reparation 
had been made to them they wore still prepared to im 
bibe the lessons instilled into thorn by their teachers — 
ttiU inchned to behoro that justice would not be done to 
them nnlew they supported tho men who wore fighting 
their agamst a selfish and a daminant factiOD 

Thus instructed, they united almost os one man to 
support thoso who had put thcmsolre# forward most 
prominently os the supporters of then nlmn^ against the 
eXolnsiTeneas of the Enghsh and beHored that the only 
sore test of sinoenty was opposiuon to the dominant race. 
It was generally said, that eren their most popular leaders 
lost influcnoe when they took office. They were oasuredly 
now very powerful smee their rupture with the Goremor- 
Genemh It was almost oertaio that any membor of the 
Assembly taking office in tho new Goremment would lose 
his seat m the House and bo proscribed by his country 
men. But still Metcalfe did not cease from his efforts to 
construct a Mmistry representing m Cur proportions all 
the psuiies m the State. 

The longer howorer the negotiatioDS with the French 
Canadian party were kept open, the more apparent it 
became that ffiey were blindly foIloTring Baldwin and 
Lafontame and that unleaa these popular leaders w ere 
ad m itted to the Counoil there was no hope of any assist 
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mice fiom then follo-weib In ^am Metcalfe offered to 
icccne another inenibci of the late Council — ^jMr j\Iorin — 
a inoic moderate politician and a more tnistwoithy man 
It -was answered, that he was without influence, and it 
was plain that siicli a coinpioniise would not satisfy the 
part} i\Ir Draper liad not taken too desponding a i icw' 
of the case There wab nothing between the admission of 
Baldwin and Lafontaine and the cntiic abandonment of 
the support of the Frcnch-Canadians in the Assembly and 
in the proimcc at large The difficulty, thcicfore, seemed 
to thicken Before the nuddlc of August, itletcalfo had 
ceased to hope for any coadjutancy in that qiiaitcr, and 
had formed the resolution to constioict a new' administration 
without the aid of the Fiench-Canadian part} But the 
candidates foi oflicc in the E\ecutue Council weie few 
For eiery otlier dcscnption of ollicial employment tlieic 
were applicants without number But employment, de- 
pending upon the lotes of the House of Assembly, was not 
coveted by men who could turn their talents to better 
account The jMinisteiial salaries W’ere small On an 
average, they did not exceed 1,000/ a year TJndei tlie 
system of Responsible Government such offices w ere alw a} s 
precarious , but now, in the existing posture of public 
affairs, the incertitude of their tenure was extreme 
Statesmanship m Canada had not risen to an independent 
position, but was an appendage to the more certain sup- 
port of professional occupation lYlieu u man w as invited 
to take office in the Executive Council, he was frequently 
in effect solicited to make large personal sacrifices 
Patriotism was not, in Canada, a plant of more luxiirious 
grow^th than in other parts of the world where the value 
of money is w^ell understood. So it happened that when 
Metcalfe, abandoning the idea of bringing the French- 
Canadians mto his Council, endeavoured to form a 
Mimstry contaimng, in fair proportions, the representatives 
YOL n n 
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of the tm) Dntiah partice, ho ttob ncnrly being wrockcd 
on the rocki of porBonal interest. Men irho wotild hare 
taken office Troro deterred oogont pnvntc coctridcmliOB* 
froin joining the standord of the GoTcmor-GerLcnU. In 
eomo uutnncc*, proeperoni, and in other* cmbarm&sed, 
pecnmniy circumataiiccs stood In the -way of arrangetnenta 
that othermBO might hare boon made and time after 
timo, thcreforo, Metesalfo encountered diaappointmcnt ja»t 
■when ho thought luniKlf at the point of snccess. 

In fjnte however, of thc*o difficultaca — in spite of the 
over rccnrrrag obstacles preoented by tho incompatibility' 
of the two portiei — tho CaartitohonoliAt* and tho Reformers 
whom bo endeavoxtmd to bring into harmoniona achon— 
iletcolfe reaolctely perscvciT^ in hii efforts to form a 
Connefl Before the middle of Angnst he reported that 
the Attoraoy-Generalahip of Lower Canada had been 
ofihred to nx gentlemen — four French and two Englijb — 
and pereerenngly declined by alL But ho made a acrenth 
Oder of the oppombnent, and at last it was ecoepted. 
littlo by little he added to the strength of his new Ministry 
and cn tho 27tb of Angnst he reported to the Colonial 
Office that be “ expected in a few days to be able to 
announce tho completion of the ExecutiTe Conndl of the 
prtmnce. His parsorenng efforts were about at last to 
be crowned "with snccesL 

At the head of this new admimstpation •were Mr Viger, 
Mr Draper aod Mr Daly, irho throngbont nil his diffi- 
culties had adhered fiuthfnlfy to the Goremor-General. 
The first -was to be President of the Cormcil the second, 
Attomey-General for Upper Canada , whilrt the third still 
retained Hs old post of Phmncnal Secretary for Lower 
C a n a d a. Associated with these fanctiananefl now for the 
first time -were Mr Morris one of the moet reape ot ed and 
respectable men in the province who accepted the nffiew of 
BccalTer-QenerBi Mr D B Papinean, Commuaioner of 
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CrowTi Lands, and ]\Ir Smitli, Attorney-General for 
Lower Canada The fii-st was a man of moderate opmions. 
He had been conspicuous lu his opposition to the old. 
exclusiveness of the dommant faction, but havmg subse- 
quently prrayed himself agamst the late Council, he had 
been scouted by them as a Tory , and some men had 
hesitated to jom an admimstration of which he was a 
member, lest the same imputation should be made agamst 
them But m xeahty, though a loyahst, he was a man of 
hberal sentiments , and whilst the greatest possible assist- 
ance was likely to be derived by the Executive Council 
from his excellent habits of business, no colhsion of 
opimon was anticipated Mr. Papineau, a brother of the 
leader who had rendered himself so conspicuous during 
the recent troubles, was a French-Canadian of good 
abihties and unimpeachable character, whom Metcalfe 
would have earher mvited to his councils, but for the 
general behef that the infirmity of deafness, by which he 
was afflicted, would render him tmwilhng to accept office — 
perhaps, mcapable of holding it But as soon as it was 
found that the defect had been exaggerated and that there 
was nothmg really to impair his admmistrative efficiency, 
Metcalfe at once offered him the Commissionership of 
Crown Lands, and had no reason to regret the choice 
The good sense and excellent judgment, which he exhibited 
in council, commended him greatly to the Governor-General, 
who was well pleased with his colleague ; and not less so 
with the new Attorney-General for Lower Canada, hlr. 
Smith, a respectable member of the Montreal bar, of 
whom Metcalfe said, that, although the appointment had 
been long in reachmg him, there was every reason to be 
satisfied with the result He was a sensible and moderate 
man of right principles, and although he had not 
previously occupied a seat m the Legislature, there was 

' 0 2 
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Lttle doubt that his forcnno hablti Tronld quflllijr bim for 
Purliamcntflry deb<itc. 

TT n yin g thuB fiUcd tbe BIX moBt important office* in the 
Hxocntire Council, Jletcalie beliercd that ho Tras in a 
position to meet hla Parlhuneiit. But it certain that 
in the ReprcBcntntlyo Ammblj, as then constituted, be 
could not command a majority So the question of di**o- 
luoon ims debated in tho CoonciJ Five of tho members 
•were m f a T ou r of the step wbflst one only opposed it. If 
a majority howerer tmaU, could have been calculated 
upon, Metcalfo him*clf •would have preferred meeting the 
old Parliament Bat there was no reasonable ground for 
such a bopo *o tho Governor-General, not without strong 
reluctance * consented to an appeal to the province. New 
■wnta were issued preparatloos were mado for the coming 
struggle. And, in the meanwhile, it was detennmed that 
the miner offices in the Council need not be filled until 
the results of the electjon bad appeared. The vacant 
appointments might then bo bestowed on men who had 

* Kot ’bfcoiise tie iras fearfbl of ths remit hot becaaie he had 
told the old PazlbuDeot that be mnild meet them sfain, and be 
vbhed that tire prcpcaiae iboold he IllenlJj ftiHlIled. hfetoalfe 
tho* explained the priadpal cjniiiMiiU In faroor of the dll' 
nlotian la a letter to Ixird Btaolej ** Berertl dlipoied to tnp' 
port the Goramrnent iroald bare been enbarraued by tb^ 
flirmer TOtej and tho i cM lon bdng the l*rt of the Parliament, 
all of the memben returned aa bdoeging to the party called 
in Upper Cnnida Baftcrmera, wonld hare beoi too tnoch In awe of 
theb caaftitnenta to act Independently The Oppodtloo wcmld 
eaaHy ham put ibnrard qoettloni that wonld ham beta embar 
raia^ to many and they might hare contrived to go to the 
ccnmtry at a new deettoo which wtrald DeceweiOy ham followed 
edtber hmnedlately or In a fow mootha, wltl^ popular doluvloQ 
operating In their favour Uefoat alooe would ham beoi a dli- 
paiagonent to the Government, and of bad Inlhience oo the anb- 

•equart clectkmi.* 
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beat the Oppantion cnndidnto m tUat ilirlsion of tLo pro- 
vince whilrt Mr Monn, one of tlio Frcncb Cc nrul jan 
membert of tbo Into CotmcU, twis retanted for two of its 
conntiee. In Lottot Canada the dcctioni generally vrent 
ngamrt the GoTcnnnont, but the majon^ m Upper Canada 
more tTiim counterbalanced the loa* snitaiued at the handa 
of tlie French'-Conadians 8o that when on the 23rd of 
Noromber, IS^, Metcalfe reported tho aggregate resuUa 
of the electionB to tho Colonial Office, he was able to ahoTT 
that forty-tix of the membora returned wero avomsi fup- 
porten of Government twenty-eight, avowed adverinne* 
and nine, undeclared or uncertain. “ Tho result*,” ho 
added “ showed that loyol^ and Bntuh feeling prevail m 
Upper and in the eaitcni township* of Lower 

Canada and that disaffiectum u pTcdominant amemg the 
Piunch-Canadian constitaeDa<«. By disafTection I mean 
on anti Bntuh feeling by whateror name it onght to be 
called, or whatever be its foundfiticm, which indueet 
habitually a readmes* to oppose her Maje*^* Govern 
ment.”* 

Having cecored ttu* undoubted tnomph by iair gnd 
honourable means, Metcalfe now began to bethinh bimnpTf 
of hia fbture coarse. My own view* " he wrote to the 
Colonial Secretary, ‘ aro to cherish and enooorage the 
spirit of loyalty and attachment to Bntuh connection, 
which the result of the eleotian prove* to be predominant 
m those of Bntish descent, and, at the uma tu ne , to act 

Metcalfe wis of optnkm that the victoij ■watdd bare been 
more deddro, [£, tbr some time past, the loTalliti had not been 
dlsconuffed bj want of siipport. TTbeoertr inquiry " be old, 
* is made u to the lUtleasiteM erloced by the British forty In 
erery pert of the proTince, the reply Is, that they cenait rdy 
cm her llsjesty’s Gorennoaoty that they bare been repantodly 
a t a T a Vined and mcrtficed to thdr enetotesj and tb»i of U±e year* 
the moat loccetsftil courte lo thla colony bwf been In rebdUon and 
hoetOtty to British cocDectioiL 
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Avitt equal justice to all races, creeds, and parties , to 
revfard merit 'wlierever it is to be found, to the extent of 
my means, and to abolish exclusion , thus endeavouiing 
to amalgamate all parties and to mitigate, if I cannot 
extinguish, that feeling of disaffection which, from what- 
ever cause it may arise, is the bane of the colony ” He 
had a Council composed of moderate men, representing aU 
’races They were not, it must be admitted, men of so 
much mark and likelihood — men so able and so energetic, 
as those who had preceded them in office But they ii ere 

men of sound judgment and active business habits — a 
good workmg Mimstry in whom IMetcalfe could confide 
With these men, representmg the Eesponsible Government, 
which was to direct the affairs of the colony, through 
the majority thus secured in the House of Assembly, 
^letcalfe now proposed, after the interval of a year of 
disorganization and trouble, to meet his new Paihament 

The seat of Government had by this time been removed 
to Montreal, and there now the Houses were opened As 
in the mother country, when party-spirit runs high, the 
first battle of a new parhament is often that fought for tlie 
election of a Speaker, so did it now happen ivith the 
Colomal Assembly The supporters of the Government 
recommended Sir Allan MacNab, a loyahst, who had been 
kmghted for his services as a colonel of mihtia durmg the 
recent rebelhon , whilst the Opposition brought forward 
the claims of hir Morm With two exceptions — one of 

them bemg Mr Papineau, a member of the Government 

the Frcnch-Canadians unanimously supported the latter , 
and all the opponents of Government ranged themselves 
on the same side But, m spite of this untoward combina- 
tion, the hlimstenal candidate was voted mto the chair by 
a majonty of three ^ 

* There were 39 votes for Mac:Nab, and 36 for Morm Six 
members had not jomed, and there was one vacant seat 
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The next dinnoa Trai on tlio Address. There imi a 
long and itormj doboto of throe days domtiern but It 
ended, in favonr of GoTermnent, by a majon^ of nx.* 
From that time, all throngh the Session, the majority ttm 
steadily maptamod Bat SFctcalfo could not disguise from 
htnwlf that the Goremment was not strong — that it was 
contmnally on the brink of defeat— and that It iraj only 
enabled to uphold its position by resorting to ehifls and 
expedients or what are called “ tactics, which, in his 
inmost soul Uetcalfe abhorred He was not by nature 
at ail a toctioian and he had not been trained m tho 
intneata manamTTCi of party warfare. It was not, indeed, 
one of tho least of his aniH^Dces at this time, that ho 
was compelled to sanction a departure from timt open 
straightforward course of politick condnet which he had 
aQ his life been iteadfkstly purfuing He fall Tory slowly 
an d rolactontly into the manceuTTing ways common to 
party leaders^ I do not mean that he did or sanctioned 
anything mcompatiblo with pabhe nrtue as it is com 
monly underslood — -anything from which the most ittittih 
oulate party leader in Europo would hare shnmk. But 
be was out of his element os a ranneruTr er He felt that 
when he sanctioned a recourse, even to the ordinary tactics 
of party by which threatened defeats are converted into 
actual Tioton£s,'f he desoended from the high poeition 
which he had prerionsly occupied throoghout nearly half 

• Equal to s majority of aboat 50 In our How of Cormnoni. 

f For ezunple, behig twaro that the French-Ouiadiaii party la 
the Hoon intended to moTc sn Ad dits e to the throne, preying 
that the exljtlas restrictloiis on the n*© at the French lanputge in 
legUlsllTB proceeding* ml^rt be sonuHed, the EieortlTe ConnaH 
propoeed that they •honld ontldpata the Oppodtlan by intro- 
dnetng the metaore themselTes. Then were Initroctioca from 
the tmpdal O o TOTuaent fbrbWiflag *noh » fprocecdlngj but It 
wu expedient to diMrm the OjqnsttlacL, atwi Metcalfe coosented 
that the AdditM ahcmld be mored ty Mr Fapdacao. 
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a century of public service, and became, in bis own esti- 
mation, something of a trickster 

Under all circumstances, it was a great thing to have 
struggled through the session Asnthout a defeat, but 
Metcalfe, wdien he came to review, at the end of it, the 
eventful history of the last few months, could not delude 
himself Avith the behef that his position was a secure one, 
01 that there was not serious danger of the occuxience of 
new embarrassments, again to retard the progress of pubhc 
busmess, and to convulse the province from one end to the 
other His Ministry was composed of respectable men; 
but they wanted influence, and, perhaps, in some cases they 
A\ anted energy The Council was not complete, and it 
was not umted A serious difierence of opunon regaiding 
the rehgious disciphne of the Kmg’s College Umversity 
thieatened to place Government in a minority, and to 
bleak up the new hlimstry One of the members of the 
Council — Mr Robinson, who had been appointed Sohcitoi- 
General foi Lower Canada — ^resigned , and the biU w'hicli 
had been introduced by Government was abandoned, in 
prospect of its rejection These weie serious discourage- 
ments “ During nme months of last yeai,” ivrote MetcMfe 
to the Colomal Secretary, “I was labouring in vain to 
complete my Council, and I have now again to fish In 
troubled waters for an Inspector-Geneial, and for a Lower 
Canada Solicitor-General ” The JLnistry, indeed, instead 
of growing stronger, was growing weaker, and tlie 
Governor-General was assured by its most influential 
member that it could not possibly survive without an 
infusion of new vigour 

The Ministers wanted weight and influence, and theie- 
fore, the supporters of the Government wanted umon and 
stabihty It was doubtful whether the latter could be 
kept together throughout another session “ The party is 
strong enough,” said Metcalfe, in May, 1845, “with the 
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occasional aid of other independent manbers, to mmntam 
a TTorldng inajonty in tbo house, if it ironld keep that 
object fteodilj in vietr and aroid umdcqnato cauaea of 
di»enfion but I am apprehcnairc, from what ha» nln?*dy 
passed, that this decree of wisdom cannot be relied on, and 
that the seeds of division and weakness bam been sown 
partly by the difllrence which occarred on the Umrcnnty 
question partly by indindnol discontent, and partly by 
the want of popularity of the members of the Exeentivo 
CJonnoiL It is remarkable that nane of the ExecntiTe 
Council, although all are estimable and respectable, cxerciso 
any great influence orer the party which support the 
GovEmment, Sneh were the aihes with which Metcalfe 
had now to maintain his victonons poation ogamst the 
compact aemed ranks of tho Fnmeb Canadians eentt' 
manded by popular leaders, In whom habitnal ccofldence 
was repost 

If the compact union of the enemy could bo dissolved, 
the ooatmoed success of the Goremmezit might bo 6ecared> 
But thin could only bo tho work of tune. In the rr»^j 
while, there was much cause of anuety 

^ *1110 prospects of dlrifioo In tho Dot IsfgiilatiTS Auemblj " 
WTPta hi ftiKeo trfMpnrt)tl «U«<jwfrfi hVttV,, amon; 

the snppurlon who carried the Oorcranjait sefeljr md CTodltihlj’ 
thiOQgfa the last, nataraOj prodoccs cwslderable anxletj which 
suggests dlfEjen t prefects to dUftrait mtnrf» Uj own opinion is 
tint er er y sf&rt sbcmld he made, coniisteiitly with right priadple, 
to keep t og et he r the majority whkh exists, snd m to satlsiy the 
opponarti of the 'Oorersment, that a mere fkctlooj oppualli oti, 
wilhout regard to measarei, Ibc tho sole purpose of OTerthrowlng 
the GoTcmment, will not socceedi sad if cm bo 

estshUshed, I bare Httie donht that the cotnpset unkm of the 
French party which at pfe se at erist^ wfHoT i wt if Tl y " 

Ho was not without a hope, indeed, tbnt the French 
Canadian party "mmld soon grow weary of fiulure, and 
finding that they had no lon^r any real gnerances of 



30C 


TOC aovnuniEKT or CAKiDi- 


tbe intended departnro of tho Gorernor General, and 
counting upon a specdj return to ofEcc. Tliey rrero 
mtlcHing, indeed, tlio progrew of tlio dUeoM* Trliicli Trai 
dettroyieg him, and osculating that it raurt eoon dnro 
liim either to England or to tho grave. 

Metcalfe had aliroy* declared that ho would not bo a 
cypher and it rrai now, Indeed tho strong individoahty of 
the man which rendered it ao necessary to tho success of 
hu antagonists and so fatal to tho interests of his own 
party that m fucli a conjonctaro ho should abandon his 
post. He had now in tho sumraer of 1S46 been carrying 
oveiything before him by the mem force of his pciaonal 
character His cxplanntiotu to the Assembly and his 
answers to the pioTinoifll addresses on tho subject of tho 
rupCnre with hu lute Council — 00 frank, so honest, and 
abore oU, eo liberal m their recogmtion of tho pnncjploe of 
responsible govern ment — had done more than anything 
else to securo the success of tho Gorcrament capdidatcB in 
the ganeral elecbon, end to mninUun a majority in tho 
House from tbe beginning to the end of the session All 
the strength of the Gorernment, indeed was in the 
Gorernor-Gcncral himself Whilst he remained at his 
post the constitutional party might be kept together and 
the longer he maintained the ascenden^ of gnvB mmpnt m 
the liegislative Asoeinbly — the longer ho demomtratod, by 
a contmued course of joit and ooncdhatoiy conduct, tKjit he 
was the friend of all parties — tho greoter would be the pro- 
babihty of the gradual decay of the united strength of the 
French -Canadians and the establishment of peace, and 
good will, and loyalty towards the throne, from one end of 
the colony to tho other * 

From tbo foDowlng pamge In one of ■ last eUbonte 

eoofldantial detpatcbei, a clear conception may be gathered of the 
faBngi with -which he regarded hli position at this “ It wiH 
^ sedt" ho wrote in Hay “from the description of parttea 
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So Metcalfe resolved to remain at Ins post as long as lie 
conld lender any service to the sovereign and the people 
whom he loved “ I remam at my post,” he ^^rote to a 
fnend, in March, 1845, “ because I am apprehensive that 
mischief ivill follow my depaiture, otherwise I should 
eagerly seek the retirement and lepose which arenecessaiy 
for the little bodily comfort tliat I may still hope to 
experience ” 

But his enemies did not err when they calculated that 
his days among them were numbered. 

which I have submitted, that the two parties m Lower and Upper 
Canada, wluch I regard as disaffected, have a bitter animosity 
against me, and if it should ever become necessary to admit these 
parties again into power, m preference to standmg a colhsion with 
the Legislative Assembly, a case would arise in wluch my presence 
here might be rather prejudicial than beneficial, as it would be 
impossible for me to place the slightest confidence in the leaders 
of these parties If any such necessity should occur m my time, 
it would cause an embarrassment much more senous to me than 
any difficulty that I have hitherto had to encountei "Wliatever 
my dutj might dictate I trust I should be ready to perform, but I 
cannot contemplate the possibility of co-operatmg with any satis- 
faction to myself inth men of whom I entertam the opimons that 
I hold mth regard to the leaders of these parties Such an embar- 
rassment will not he impossible if any portion of the present 
majority fall off, or become insensible of the necessity of adhering 
together It is with a view to avert such a calanuty that I con- 
sider my contmuance at my post to he important at the present 
penod,as a change m the head of the Government might easily 
lead to the result which I deprecate, and which it will he my study 
to prevent as long as I sec any prospect of success ” 
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CHAPTER TP 

[18i+— IMS.] 

THE PEERAGE. 

Urtctl/b » l>tfficohie*— lUi flafferingi — PropTW* of hi* 

InttmitioD of a Peertiff* — lirtter* from the Qoeco, Sir Robert 
Ped, and Lord SUalaj— Conttonanc* In th* CokcT'— I d- 
CTooaed Striftrlaga — Cur re ap cmdqaee Tltb Lord Btules^ 
Departoro from Canada. 

I jkM a£nud that I turre c on re j ed bet a famt i mp rea aj op of 
the drffig Tilofti which hetci Metcalfe i path ot this penod of 
his career He tisod to say that no one hot himself and 
his fiiend ond pnrato secretory Coptain Higginson, had 
any canception of them. Only his fine temper, his high 
conroge, and his stistiiming sense of rectitode, could hare 
enabled him to bear np against streh trials “I nerer 
witnessed,” said quo who hod had a long p ei aonol expe- 
rience of tbs anxietiea and irritations of nanndinTi politics* 
— “ I nerer witnessed such jiotience under provocation. 
I am spaating now of what I saw myselfi and csinld not 
hare bohered without seemg It was not merely quiet 
endurance, birt o oonstantgood humoured cheerfulness and 
lightness of heart m the midst of trouble enough to pro- 
robe a saint or male a strong man iJh To those who like 
me, hare seen three Goremars of literally warned 

to death this was a glorious speotaole. 

Ur E. Gibbon Wtkfifldi V!s» of Bit a 

Gorenunent of Canada." 
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But nglitly to understand •\\hat tliese heroic powers of 
endurance were, it must ever he home in mind that they 
were exercised under the depressing influence of a mahg- 
n.int disorder which was eating into his hfe On his fiist 
arrival in Canada some favouiahle symptoms had de- 
■\ eloped themselves , hut they were evanescent and decep- 
tive. Di O’Shaughnessy,* who had accompamed him to 
Ivmgston, V as compelled to return to England m the early 
summer 6f 184:3 He v as succeeded in the medical charge 
of Sir Charles ]\Ietcalfe hy Di Bradford, of the 23rd 
Eusfliers, who pursued the same course as his predecessoi 
— that iccommended hy Sir Benjamm Brodie In the 
autumn he in turn was called away hy his mihtaiy duties, 
— “ and then,” lYrote hletcaUe, “ havmg apparently derived 
no benefit from doctoiing, I did without it for two or three 
months , ” — hut at the end ot that time he acknowledged 
that he had “ rather Avorse success on the whole ivithout 
the doctors than with them , ” f and two eminent prac- 
titioners of Kingston Avere called m to attend him Dif- 
ferent remedies, external and mtemal, Avere apphed , hut 
apparently Avith no success At the end of March, Avntmg 
of the mode of treatment adopted hy these gentlemen, and 
of its results, he said to Sir Slartin 

“ It IS noAV left very much to nature . It has been 

nearly stationary, neither better nor ATorse, for nearly three 
months , hut it got rapidly irorse -while the nitric acid and arsemc 
mixture Avas apphed. The doctors have recommended my return 
to Eugland, and I irould gladly adopt that remedy if I could -with 
propriety do so, but public duty puts that out of the question, and 
no personal consideration Avould induce me to qmt my post at 
present ” 


* Now, Sir W O’Shaughnessy, -whose name has become so 
honourably identified ivith the introduction and extension of the 
Electric Telegraph m India 

f MS Memorandum hy Sir C T Metcalfe 
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Tin: rEauQE. 


mart Sir Chflrlcf ilctcalTo rm$ wnllng the letter from 
Trluflh poisago la taVcA) tbu gcctlcmnn to Trbom it wna 
addressed waa oumcstljr contWeriug horr osaiitnnco could 
best be afTorded to tho fuflerer The oppbcation of a 
strong ammo, knoTm os cblorido of imo, had boon itrongly 
recommended by Sir Benjamin Brodie but tbo local 
practitioncn fcnnng ita destmctiTO dTccts, Imd hesitated 
to apply It- It oppenrod eipcdient, therefore, tlmt a com- 
petent medical officer should bo scot out fiom England to 
carry out tho mode of treatment recommended by Brodio 
and ITortln- The tmdly aohcitudc, which Lord btanley 
had felt and cipressed Iiad been ahared by the Queen, who 
declared her anxiety that some cxpenonced surgeon should 
be sent out by the mail which was to learo England at tho 
bcgtnmng of the following month Sir JJartin and ilr 
Brownrigg had both placed themsclres in communication 
with the Colomal Secrotary and the result was that Sir 
George Pollock • one of the Honae-Surgeons of Su George a 
Hospital, m whom both Brodie and Mortm had unboueded 
confidence was despatched by tho April steamer to Canada- 

On the 27th of that month Sir Chariea Metcalfe wrote to 
Mr Martin 

“I am most thankftil to jt» and 81r Benjamin Brodie fbr all 
jtmf klodiieat j and I ihal] be obliged to jem If yon wlQ tefl him 
that I am Tery souQile of it Mr PbUock h arriTCd, Ha la rey 
flgrceabls and winning In bit monnosi and hit conrertatlon, re- 
putation, and dpcrience nllbrd eneonr a g on ciL lie It about to 
hare a eontultiitlon with my other doctor*, and will afterwardt, I 
coodttde, proceed to butlnea*. I mImU put mywlf entirely in ^ 
hnndt, and atddo by hit Jndgnmt and trcntmenL” 

The most sanguma expectotioiu were entertained m 
Eagland that the remedy now prescribed by Sir Benjamin 
Brodie, and under minute instrncticnis from him ad 
m l n utered by oue thoroughly acquainted with its usea and 

Son of Qewral Sir George PoDoclf Q CIB. 
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me rEEnAOE, 


“ Tbo dlscftjo remilns trogndlcntftl, end luu fpraul to tbe cyn 
»ijd tiktai It* ilBbt Thla btkoM i* my opinion, ilthoxigli I 
am bound to bedUto In enicrUlnlag It, at I tm not tun tliat 
FoQoek it taritflfd of tba eitqulon of the actual dlteatetotboeyc, 
but if It bo Dct tbo dlicaao vhkfa hat produced the Uindnets H 
mutt bo tbo rcniedy I am ladlnod, hororcr to bcDoro that It U 
in reality the dltoute b oth from appearances and from the coo- 
tlnual pain. The complaint appeors to mo to hare taken pot- 
acstlon of the ▼halo of that aide of tbo face although tberurtoco It 
not to much nlccnted at It hat heretofore been. 1 feel pain and 
tendemcH In the bend, abere tbo eye and domi Uie r%bt ildo of 
the face at far at tbo chin tbeehe^ toiraxdt the note and month 
bring pmoaneotly nrelled. I cannot open my mouth to iti ufual 
vidth, and hare difficulty in loterting and matlicatlng pieces 
of food. After all that hot been done In rain, 1 am (Btpoted to 
beOere that a per fe ct cure It hopolea* i I am ne rertholett in the 
hand! of a doctor wbo It Inclined to fbUow PoQoclc t cdotsc, and 
by whcpse judgment I thaH ImpOdtly aUdo. 

Haring no hope of a cure, 117 chief anxiety txtw zvgardt my 
nmaiidag eye, vhkh tympalhites ao much vith the other that 1 
am not vltbout fear of total Min/in*aj vhlch It net a comfortnhle 
protpect, altboQgh if It tboold come, 1 thaD h my dirty 

to resign myaelf to It vith cheerfrilneta. Under those riremm 
•tancei, you irin readily tmagine that I ihcmid be rery glad if I 
oonld return boms, both for the chance of bmefrt freon medical 
■HQ that it to bo fbund in the metropoUf and iodependcstly 
of that, for the nke of retirement and rtpoee, vhlch are re- 
quliltQ tbr an ioralid roch at I nov am i but I cannot recoodb 
It to my OTO sate of doty to quit my post in the preaent ttate 
of aflhfrt in thit country I hare no douht of the gamma 
readineu of her MeJetty’t OorenDUCDt to meet any appdlcatian 
that I ml^t make tor penniaiion to return | but I hare myirif 
no incHcatiao to abandmi the loyal portion of the community 
in Canada, -who in the recent crialt hare made a noble tii 
tuoc eaifu l itond in fuj^jort of her Jl^jesty't Ooremnwit. Until, 
therefore, I see a aatltfkctaey state of things so Ihr cajrftnuad 
at to alllird atsurance that it wfll bo 7 — DotwfthttandlDf 
my departure, I thall not entertain any Idea of jny ottb rt- 
tirsment so loog atl hare bodOy and meatal Hfitti nfUdent for 
the pcrfonnance of the duties of my nflW. 

“ I hare entered Into tbit long «Wi\n of mj condition under the 
tsmTiction that your frlaidtidp and kdndnett arill pi er e nt Itt being 
tedloui. 
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} Mrs Srartm, and cordial -wislies for 

I remain, over, 
sincerely and alTectionately, 

“ C T METaujFE ” 

Lcalfe wrote this letter he knew 
to wluch his well-known initials 
his hoyhood, on first learning 
a baronet, he had declared 
ounger branch of the family to 
1 now the dreams of his youth 
han fulfilled He was about to 
as a Peer of the Eealm 
hletcalfe ever thought that the 
^ht to have been conferred upon 
nw. But many of his friends, 

^ best the great services he had 
^ strongly of this opinion Before 
i-’d been proposed that a general 
inhabitants, should be addressed 
to confer some especial mark of 
-•Ti ivho had conferred upon them 
■.o the proposal had not been 
himself He wished that there 
ce He would not have asked 
I ot desire that others should be 
^' > < ces were against him at 

he had rendered to his countiy 
a Whig Ministry , and when he 
were at the helm At a later 
been obstacles to his elevation to 
ood by men acquainted with the 
day Some of Metcalfe’s friends 
were so many men in England 


, VoL I page 98 
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I mnjT pnng after nobibty, that Peel bad declared bo Trould 
not complete tho rrork of fbo “Wluga hy iwamping the 
Uohm of Lord*. Bat tho case of Sir Oboriea Metcalfe 
lifld now become a apedal and esccptloiud one. There 
were both pnbbo oud pciwnnl rcaions wbj, at fuoh a 
time it shcmld bo cltSirly and mmuitakcablj mamfcflted 
that Im fcrricet woro opprcaolcd bj tho MinatorH and 
that ho waa mpported and uphold bj" tbo Crown. In the 
great atmgglo which wa* pending between tho Govemor- 
Gcncml of Canada and tho popnlar branch of tho Legis- 
lature, it waa expedient that oD poeiblo wcigbt ihoald bo 
giren to the otUhority of the former — that In each o 
juncture the trumpet of tho Imperial Oorornment ihonld 
giTe no uncertain eouad. But I beliere that when Leerd 
Btoolej vuggeeted to the Firvt Mjnigtrr that the tiuie had 
now armed for conferring upon Sir Charles Metcalfe a 
speolol mark of her Majestj^s larour he wu mored os 
much b^' hit generous odouration of the horoio constant 
of the man who under the preanre of the esrerett bodiljr 
suffering was steadiiutlj pursuing the path of dntjr and 
with surpnamg enargj and resolutiOQ fighting the battles 
of the Orown — at much I «ay bj hu generous admiratLcm 
of the potieDoe and fortitude of the man as bj his tense 
of the prestige and authon^ to bo oonferred upon the 
GoTemor-General* He was eager to nUenato — os far at 

* Tha Istten p ret ently gfrun In the t«cJ ollord luoli strOdcff 
buUcattoos of this predamlout th ^iing of i^mpothj that nothlnff 
Qfisd be gdtteri to them \ bat I stlD oomot resIft the pleunre of 
ghiog a pungo from another letter wrlttsu • fortuiidit before. 
“I kem with Terj frost «cd giDcere cme eni ,” wrote Lord Stanley 
on the 1 th of KoTomber •‘bow mochyoucre ■UTI fuflhringi and 
I tnxlotiily hope, both oo pohllo and on prlrvte grounds, that the 
actiejpatlaDa of your medlol otteodont may be reoUaed, and that 
the oflfcetio*! of your eight may prore to be but tcmpoimry Tt Is 
a Md addltloc to tbs political dlfflitiiff»« vith which you hare hod, 
and I am afraid I mut odd still haro, to contend tboogh yoar 
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liunianngenc) could allcMatc or compensate — the siifleungs 
of so bra\o and irue-licuted a man 

]» icked b} tlio se^ erost bodily angmsli , tliicalened A\itli 
total loss of sight, feaiful that lie Mould soon be dcpiiicd 
of the poMci of articnl.ilion , Chailes Metcalfe noiv san 
that the dic.nns of his }oiilli -wcic about to be gloiiously 
realised The first Docembei mail fiom England bi ought 
liim letters A\hicli once -would lia\c stincd Ins licait iMth 
Mild emotion, but which now, in Ins daikcncd loom, could 
impart onl}- a subdued and chastened feeling of gratitude 
and content They announced, m the following words, 
that the Soicrcign had signified hei gracious lutentiou of 
creating her faithful sei \ ant a Peer of the llealm — 

LOUD STANXLl TO SIP CIIVULIS MFTCALI F 

Dowmug-strcct, December 2, 1844 
“ Sir, — I Imio rcccned the Queen s conininnds to signify to you 
lier Jlnjest} 's high approbation of the real, ability, and prudenec 
•vvliich 3 oil hai c display ed m the discharge of the arduous duties 
winch ln^ e been entrusted to j ou as her Majesty’s representative 
in Canada, at a period svhen the possession of those qualities bj’- 
the Go^ernor-Gencral -was eminently called for, and has been fully 
tested , and I have much pleasure in being further eominanded to 
inform jou that, as a mark of her Majesty’s appreciation of jour 


last report leads me to entertain verj sangmne hopes that your 
prudence and moderation ivill be rewarded by a majority m the 
House of Assembly m support of your Got eminent At such a 
moment, ivith the i ictorj almost -won, ivo more than ever require 
that the same hand ivluch has gamed it, if it be gamed, should 
conduct the movement of the maclunery -which has been con- 
structed, and reap the fruits of the successful contest , and I feel 
at the same time ho-w much your claims on the consideration of 
the Queen’s Government are strengthened by the circumstance of 
your having devoted your energy and ability to their service watli 
so much success m the midst of so much physical sulTering as I 
fear you hai e had to undergo I trust the ne\t mail -will assure 
us of your complete tnumiih, and -will also coutam a fa-i ourable 
report of your health ” 
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dlftfaiffTiWicd •crrlect, her bu been pleued to hitlmsto 

her gTickraj lotcntlon of confferrlnp npoa yoa Iho booonr of a 
Barony of the United Klnjdoai. IVhen I ihall karn from yoa tie 
title by vhlcb yon are ikalront of bclnff called to tbe Ilooae of 
Pecra, the Dcccaaary Initnictioai aJull fbrthwlth be giTCn. 

• I cannot make thJ* aononseement irlthoot oflWng to yon my 
amgratnlationi on thU inJl-eanied mark of her Uajeaty^a faronr 
and aaxnrins yoa tunr msch pkaanrs it adbtdi me penattaHy to 
bo tbo medium of ao (rratUyioff a coromnnlratkin. 

“ I bare the boootir to be Sir 

“ Year obedJcD^ bomble le r r a a^ 

STAJfurr " 

on BOBEBT «XL TO OB fTiirtra yrrOiLTr. 

** Serrwtbtr 1 I944< 

UEAB ScB, — I baro great aatUfaetfao b> anbmlttin^ to ber 
^jea^ my adriee that aa a pnbUo mark of her iUJeaty'a cordial 
■ppnbotiao of thejodgroent, abOlty and fld^ty vith vhkli yoa 
bare dlacharfed the Importaot tnut etmflded to yon by ber 
^Isjeaty tbe distinction of tbe Peerage shosld be cortsred upon 
ywL 

" I wonld cay more if I did not foel assured that tbe moit 
gratiiying communkxlkn that 1 conid make to you is tbe abnplo 
tnmsmlaiiQH of a copy of tbe letter vhlch ber Uajeaty vras 
pleased to Titte to me. algnliying ber ilajesty^a hearty approral 
of tbe pTopoaal which U was my gratHyiog duty to »tm Vp to her 
Majesty 

“ I hsTO the honour to bo, 

“ Jly dear air with aincoo eatecio, 

• Most fkitUhUy youn 

**Bobekt Pzru 

aiB RcrentT rra. to the Qcn2f 

** WJuitiaO, A'ertM^ 30, 19W. 

• Sir Bobert Ped, with hia humble duty to y ou r Majesty begs 
leare to luhutit fbr yemr Majes^a throunble coculderatlao tbe 
ctalTU of Sir Qiarlea MstcaHe for KHue dlstlngulibed ttutV of your 
Majesty's ap p ro b at ion. 

* Lord Stanley Is strongly impressed with tbe belW that snob 
a proof of your Majesty's cnnfidaice and IkToor would greatly 
strengthen him In tb© erecotlon of his arduous task were It 
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announced at the eyentful crisis of the opening of the Canadian 
Legislature, which will assemhle early in December 

“ Sir C Metcalfe has persevered m the discharge of his puhhc 
duties amidst every difficulty that factious comhmation could 
offer to him, and under the pressure of severe and depressmg 
bodily suffermg 

“ Sir Eohert Peel humbly recommends to your Majesty that, 
for the purpose of marking your Majesty’s cordial approbation of 
the services of a most able and faithful officer ot the Crown, of 
aidmg him m the discharge of a most important pubhc trust, and 
of giving confidence and animation to the Canadian fhends and 
supporters of Sir Charles Metcalfe, and of connection with the 
mother country. Sir Charles Metcalfe should receive the honour 
of an English Barony, and that your Majesty’s gracious com- 
mands m this respect should be notified to him by the next 
mail, if your Majesty be pleased to approve of his elevation to the 
Peerage.” 

THE QUEEN TO SIR ROBERT PEEL 

“ Windsor Castle, November 30, 1844 
“ The Queen hastens to answer Sir Kobert Peel’s letter of this 
mornmg relative to Sir Charles Metcalfe The Queen most highly 
approves Sir Robert Peel’s suggestion that Sir Charles Metcalfe 
should be raised to the Peerage , for he has shown such a desire 
to do Ins duty in fhe midst of so many difficulties, and such 
extreme dismterestedness, that he nchly deserves this mark of the 
Queen’a entire approbation and favour ” 

"With these official letters came also private letters from 
Lord Stanley, vuitten in a spirit of sympathy with 
Metcalfe’s suffermgs and admiration of his conduct, which 
might have cheered his heart under any affliction 

LORD STANLEY TO SIR CHARLES JIETCALFE 

“ Downmg-strect, December 2, 1844 
“ ]My DEAR Sir Charles, — ^My pubhc despatch of tins date 
will haie formally communicated to you the Queen’s gracious 
intentions toM ards you , but I cannot allow the mad to go out 
‘without saying, in less official language, how much pleasure I 
have in making this announcement to you, and hov well I flunk 
j on InA e deser\ ed the honour I assure you that the Queen, as 
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■»«n AM tho iDctDbcr* of tbo GoTcniin«nt fuDj uppiecloto «I1 the 
ttcriflce irhkh fon hare made In l e uu Uning, xmder ctrcntnitancci 
cf to much bodllr wfltrlag a* yoo hare experienced, at a port 
where conrtant riglhiocc moch meatAl anxiety ainl a degree of 
poUoKO <3 tort fprtm wero necctaary condiHon* of a chance of 
final nece*#. I hope and bclk»To iJiat yon hare cotnidetriy 
•trcceedod \ nnd If yonr hcelth bo inch aj to enable yon for acitno 
time longer to gnWo the rtwcl whkb yon hare launched under 
•Qch promising atnplcc* I hare Uttle fnr but that good wDl 
oriao otit of the lata oriU, and the Oorermnent of Canada may 
long be cmdactcd on conatitnlional prlodplca, and In cIo*o 
connoctfcm with the motber country 

Your confidential deapatch onlr oiriTcd on Friday i and upon 
Its receipt I kirt no time b communicating wltJi Sir Kobert Peel, 
and exprovlng to him ray strong oplnloQ that tbo opening of tho 
aetsloo under aoch drenraitancea wu Uu time at which tho 
hoiurar of a peerage ml;^t bo oonicmd opon ycra with most 
aatUfaetkm to yon ne tf and with mort adrantagt) to tho pnbBc 
aerrlce as marldng to tho strmigcrt and mort derislTO manner 
bow entbriy the Qnecn'i Oorenmient approre, and are prepared 
to support, the line of poticy which yon hare Indicated, and the 
Rfithnents yon hare expressed, blr Cobert Feel imaedlately 
wrote to the Queen a letter of which, by bJs pennlaiioo, lench^ 
yon a copy i and on Seturdey by return of the metaenger her 
Majesty sent ber hearty conaurenco In the step propoeed, I 
trust that the whole of this may be gratUying to yno. I must 
remark that I look to the remits of the late elecUons with peenllar 
giatlflcation becense It appears to me that yon hare been meat 
strictly ftjrboarlng with regard to tho oppUciitlon of any peiwonal 
Influence j and conaeqaently that the erent, being the effect of 
canrlcdon on the nflodi of the pobUc at large, is more likely to 
be permanent than If It bad been promoted by any Indirect 
means. You will obssi e that I calenlate throughont npen your 
huTlng obtained a majority; and I feel conUdenl that your 
pmdence will not bare allowed you to ftH Into the mistake of 
oTorating yonr own roceeas, or anderralolng the atrength of the 
oppofltJcm. Once more repeating my warm ccngratnla 

tloni and my earoert wishes flir yonr prolonged life enH improred 
health to enjoy your wdl won honours 

1 am, dear Sir Charie*, 

" Tours Tery stneerdy 

"STAJrtJET” 
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THE SVdE TO THE S VME 

“ Woodcote, December 3, 1S44 

“Mr DEAR Sir CnERLES, — Iia-\e this instant recened, 
almost too late to Avrito to 3 on hy the mail irhich Icai es Lia erpool 
lo-night, a private acconnt, by Avhicli I learn Anth the greatest 
regret that yon are sutlenng far more severely than I had anj- Idea 
of , and serions as Avould be the loss of yonr serAnces at any time, 
but most of all at this moment, I should regret more than I can 
express, if, from an over-anxious sense of duty, yon should remain 
at your post beyond the stage at Avhich j on can do so Avithout 
nsk of serious danger to your health The reports vrluch I baa e 
heard may be, and I trust are, exaggerated , still I haa e heard 
enough to make me verj uneasy about you, and to induce me to 
beg of you not to disregard personal safety if it be serionsl}' 
endangered by your longer stay If you can remain anthout 
danger to j'ourself, your presence m Canada is ina aluablc , but 
you must not sacrifice yourself 

“Beheve me, dear Sir Charles, yours smcerely, 

“ St.utlet ” 

To the official letter of the Colonial Secretaiy Sir 
Charles Metcalfe returned the foUomng reply 

SIR CHARLES METCALFE TO LORD STANLEY 

“ Mr Lord, — I have had the honour of receivmg your lord- 
ship’s separate despatch of the 2 nd December, signifying her 
Majesty’s high approbation of my humble services, and further, 
her gracious intention of conferring on me the honour of a Barony 
of the TJmted Kingdom 

“It IS impossible to express m adequate terms the fervent 
gratitude avhich I feel for these and former marks of her Majesty’s 
goodness I can only hope that by devotion to her Majesty’s 
service I may evmce that her generous favour has not been 
bestoAved on an tmdutiful subject 

“ I beg permission to add my grateful thanks to your lordship for 
the kind sentiments avith avhich your mtimation of her Majesty’s 
high approbation and gracious mtention is accompamed 

“ With reference to the expectation mtimated m your letter, 
that I should describe the title by avhich I am desuous of being 
called to the House of Peers, I presume to submit, subject to her 
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mjeftT*! pleamrc, that of Baron Metcalfe of Fern Tim, In tlio 
coonty of Betkx. 

“ I bare tbo btmerar to hc^ yoor rooet obedient KtTEnt, 

“ C. T llrTOALTE. 

It baa been *aid that half the eorrotn of life arc inclodetl 
in the little wordj Too late." It would be ensj, looting 
onlj at the outside of things, to mate especial oppbcation 
of tlin pregnant truth — cosj to momlue on tbo vTinity of 
human wishes, and to show that Mctcnlfo hod clotchcd a 
banblo, which he hod yearned for all his life when he 
WHS jHist the power of enjoying its possession. But they 
who have read onght the character of the man will make 
no snoh applicatioii of the aphorism If filctcalTo had 
died that night, the honomi conftfTTcd upon him by tho 
Grown would not hare come too late. They would not 
hare come too late to convince him— oot that he hod done 
his duty, for on that subject the testunony of hu eon 
science wu most ccmclusiTc — but that what he hod demo 
wns appreciated by tho State which ho had so loithfuUy 
served. They would not have come too late to asaure him 
that sooner or later even in thm world, such honesty of 
purpose, such rectitude of conduct, such fidelity to the 
throne, snob krve for the peopio, such abnegation of iwTf, 
as had distinguished his career of pubho seme© will lecnre 
their reward. It would not have oome too late to encourage 
others, and to be a lesaou to the workh 

The or Timm cement of Charles Metcalfe $ elevation to the 
peerage, intended as it wos, secondarily to be a pnbho 
enunciation of the support of the Home Government, 
created some excitement in the colony In both Houses 
of Paihament an address of congratalatmn was proposed. 
In the Legislatxve Assembly it was unammously voted. 
In the Lower House it was of course opposed. There was 
a debate and a dinnan but the mofaon was 
by a majority of twenty Many pubho bodies w er e glad 
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t'T »\ ul tlitin^-t'Kt '■ tli(' oppnilmnl^ of to'-lilj 105 tlair 
ntlini-ntinn of llu' imn who h ul o\lnl)itcil ^uch uiie\- 
nnij'iiHl coii'-tTnc} uul cotjri"*' in llu* inul--( of (lie gmit 
cliniciil!u,> wlucli 1 ) 1(1 u-- iikd liiin (Mi e\(r^ Mtlo " 

I'ro’n In': ('1(1 fnciuK m J.iurhiul niul in Imli.i I(lti'is of 
( cn^r itul.itioii ':oo;i hegm to pom in upon linn Ills own 
lilttr*- on the •subnet, wnittn b) .m ninmu’n’-i'-, "^how that 
the thic^f lo^rof winch he t\perH'ncL(l in conlcinpl iling his 
'Jufiujiig coiulition in connection with the new lionour-, 
conft m*(l upon liiin, nio'-(i out of the coiniclton lliat Iio 
would not be able 10 tuni thoni to account bj beeonnng 
a useful incniber of the llou'^c of Peei-« 

To his ‘:i«tcr, Siii}the, he wrote it the end of 

Dcceinber 

“A*; I lune nothin;: ncir to sa\ rc;:nrihnR nij eves, which con- 
tinue ni thc\ were, tlic onchhnd and the other weak, I willrehcic 
a on from tin. monotoin of nn htc letters h^ intrndiicinp i new* 
siihjcci I hi(0 rcccned inform ition of her s gracious 

intention to rai'-eine to the I’ecngc, and I Inac been desired to 
stale In what title I wish to he t-illtd to the House of Peers I 
haa c proposed the follow ing ‘ Baron Metcalfe of rtrn IIill, in the 
county of Berks ’ A haronj is, of eoursc, the rank intended to be 
confeircd, being the fir-t step m the Peerage, and I liaa c considered 


* Among others, the Ministers and Lldcrs of the Presb} leriaii 
(Established) Church of C innda presented an address, in avhich, 
ifter tlie subscribers liad offered their congratulations, and said 
that the*} '‘rejoiced to hae under tlic mild swaj of a Soaercign 
arhose most anxious desire it is to liaac the Goaernment adminis- 
tered by the aviso and faithful of tlie land,” thus continued their 
assurances of loyaltj in the foUoaving words, avluch must hare 
brought to Jletcalfe’s mind, by the force of contrast, sonic passages 
of lus Jamaica life — “We ns ministers of the Gospel of peace, 
beg leave to assure your Excellencj, tliat as it is our duty so 
shall it be our diligent endeavour to alleaiate the burdens of j oui 
administration, by teaclung those committed to our pastoral care 
to fear God and lionour the Soa ereign, and to exemplify m their 
conduct the moral influence of these doctrines ” 
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that our &nilly nanw wooW bo the wott BpjinjprljUo tltte that 
I «mU nime, whflo of Fern lEl ilc*criboi the onlj laodcd pro- 
perty I can At prfAcnt boait of i*o*wijhig. I reroember hcAilog^ 
that Then a poat^ was tbon^t of for my flithcr he bad in Ttew 
tho titk) of Chilton; bat wo bare no intemt in Chilton now and I 
Am not awaro of any renMO foe Adopting IL There waj a time 
when I ihoold hare rejoiced In a peerage, as affanllng mo the 
prirnoge of doToting tho remainder of my life to tho Acrriee of my 
Qocen and coontry in tho IIoa»o of Lonlj — In my mind a mort 
bononrabio and Independent podtloni bat I donbC now wbetber I 
rittdV erer be able to undcmfce that duly with any degree of 
cfOdency My gratlflcatkiD therefore, U confined to the pleasure 
which must te derired from ao dlstlnguUhcd a mark of appro- 
barton of my jrabllc AcrTiceA, and to tliat of knowing that aoroo 
kind bcarti wffl rejoico at my deration. The mere rank and 
title, if dlreited by Inflrmlllc* of the j i ua m of rendering lueftil 
•errlcQ In tho Hoojq of Lords, wlQ bo inetxfflbrmnccA, and will not 
odd one jot to the bapplnea which I ttni bopo to enjoy In llrlog 
in retlreroent with jtru. 

To Mr Tucker he ^71010 in Ftbnuuy 

“ IncecKnt ooespotioD la pnhUc beriaew bai hitherto proraited 
my thonkliig you for year Idod letter of Jasaary 1M4 and I am 
now rmahl* to do it with my own haad, owbg to bUndneaa In one 
eye, and a lympathltlng weakness In tbe otho’ which forces me 
to abstain altogether from reading and writing lest utter 
ihonld follow 

“ Pubfio ailairs sro proceeding here more ntlifoctorily l 
at one time expected; and my only motlTe for ranalnlDg here 
DOW is to sen soch a state of things confinued as mey enable mn to 
depart with an aasnraoce that It will be lasting 1 am not rery 
sangalDo in my hopes for the foture ; hot it Ismy duty to use my 
best endeaToan to aecnre tbe preserratlon of this colony and tlrt 
snprtma^ of tbe nioth« country This desire ke^ me at tnjr 
post, altbough tbe ^s comfo tt which I suOkr from tbe Incorahie 
complaint in my thee, of which tho dcftroctlTO effect has now 
eit ended to ray right eye, renders retiremoit and tranqninity 
mare than erer desirable. I hero recefrod Intimation 

of tbe grackias intention of tho Qnetn to confm on me a pemsge. 
As a mark of approbation of my tmrlces, this heoemr li, of 
comae, highly gratifying to roei and it has hem spontaneoTiily 
bestowed, with to kind and cordial a feeUng on tho i*rt of her 
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Majesty, as well as of her Ministers, that the pleasure is thereby 
greatly enhanced I sliould rejoice still more if I could anticipate 
such a state of bodily health as would enable me to devote the 
remamder of my life to useful service in tlie House of Lords, but 
of that privilege I fear I shall be deprived, for even if I escape 
total blindness, I cannot expect to be anythmg better than an 
invalid for the rest of my days ” 

His suffenugs were at tins tame increasing upon him 
But he resolutely detemuned to remain at his post In 
April, he wrote to Lord Stanley 

“Had it been m my power to report that the Executive Council 
was stable and sure to command a majority m the Legislature in 
future sessions, I should probably at this tune have sohcited per- 
mission to withdraw from the cares of office, because, although 
my general health seems unimpaired, the contmual discomfort 
wluch I suffer from a complamt in my face which has baffled 
medical skill, and having destroyed the sight of one eye, still 
menaces farther ravages, would render retirement and rest very 
acceptable, but I should never be satisfied with myself if I 
bequeathed this Gkivernment in a state of embarrassment to my 
successor, as long as there is any hope that by remaining at my 
post I can render any service to her Majesty, or promote the 
good order and welfare of the colony I do not, therefore, enter- 
tarn any mtention of resignmg my charge whilst your lordship is 
of opinion that I can be useful here. The time, however, may 
come, when, owmg to the state of parties, and the personal 
feehngs regarding myself by which some of them are instigated, 
the formation of an administration, supported by a majority m the 
Legislature, might rather be facihtated than impeded by my 
departure. If that case should occur, I shall not hesitate to report 
its existence to yom lordship , and although I should grieve to 
transfer my trust to a successor under sucJi unsatisfactory circum- 
stances, I should derive some consolation from the reflection that 
I had not abandoned my station as long as I could retam it with 
any good effect ” 

In June, he wrote to hlr Martin, giving a sad account 
of his state 

“ I have no hope of benefit from anytlung The malady is 
gradually getting worse, although its progress from day to day is 
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ImpcrccptlUe. I cannot qolt mj port at pmont TlUttmt tho ccr 
Ulntjcrf miicWcTOQS eonacqaCDCet, and imut Ihcrdbro pcrfiDrm 
raj doty by renmlnlng ▼here I am, whateTcr may be the rctnlt to 
myaclf perionally 

I dare not nao the remaining cyo tor reading or writing and It 
win not bear any light. 

In my room 1 am obliged to rtt iltcltcred I7 aeretni, and 
when I go out, which I only do to attend bndnwi In town, I 
take c ro y precaution In my power agolnrt the glare and dnrt. 
1 do not mrierrmloQ the ttte ^ tho eye that remains to me, fisr 
to Me at all li preckroa, and U perftet bliss compared with ntter 
blindnessi bnt frecdoni from tbo Utter Is all tieU I can boost of In 
my organs of light, and I see no prospect of ampndment. This 
is a ao rr y aeco iin t of myadf but it Is tbo most flattering that 
I can glre.” 

In hii dortened room or lua sheltered camago Lord 
Metcalfe troa itill tho GoTcrnoT-Genernl and tThateyEr 
might be the loErmities of hla body the strength of hii 
mind tru unimpaired. The confidential deapat^cs Trhioh 
he dictated in the apnsg and amn trier of 1846 are unstiT 
paseed in cleiiinj>M and in ngonr, both of thought and 
diction, by any that he ever wrote in his beet days of 
bodily eojc. 

Those despatohea, relating to the state of partiea in tho 
Assembly and in tho proviDce at large, made a strong 
impreasion on Lord Stanley’s mind * and he was more 
^hpn ercr convinced of the embarrassments which wonld 
attend Metcalfe s depoxtore m snob a conjonctare, Cram 
the distracted provmoe. In his letters to the Colonial 
Secretary the latter had tmdeiatand the extent of his 
iraSVnnga,| and it is probable tbnt Lord Stanley a»^rig 

* Tbeae deapatdica hare bw quoted in the p nT^ l lnjj chapter 

^ Tio Mine tendency to mate Hgfat of his anffbrings is apparent 
in bis prirmto letters. In <me now before me, he says t A life of 
peipeUi al ohloride of rtiio Is far from an easy ooe. Tbae are, 
howerer greater pains and affllrtkma In this worid, and I ought 
to be grateful for the many meroIeB that 1 bare experienced. In 
a p o i ta cr ip t be adds “ Ibe doctor has joit been with me, and 
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no diminution of mental rigour apparent iii the Go^eruol- 
Gcneral’s despatches, had foi some time no cleai concep- 
tion cither of the extent of jMetcalfe’s snlFcrings, or the 
progress of his physical decay But still, knormg that 
his suffenngs must hergreat, the Colonial Secretary mote 
that, strongly impressed as he ras mth the conmctioii 
that the Goi emor-Gencrars continuance at his post ras 
of the highest iinporf ince to the public inteicsts, he could 
not persuade the siitleiing man, under such ciicumstances, 
to delay his departure lie left the question, therefore, lu 
Metcalfe's hands — avriting to him, at the same time, to 
point out lion he believed that, to some extent, the diffi- 
culties of his position might be diimnished The letter is, 
m many respects, an important one It is to be leniein- 
bered that the undematmg support of the Assembly nas 
hardly to be looked for ; and that Jlctcalfe had begim 
ansely to consider -whether the I^Iinistry might not some- 
times sustam a defent a\ithout incurring the necessity of 
resigmng 


LORD ST.VXLEY TO LORD 3IETCALFE 

Doicmng-strcct, June IS, 1845 

“ Mv DEAH Lord, — ^Your confidential despatches, Nos 52 and 
54, the latter of -which reached me on the 14th mstant, touch upon 
subjects of the greatest interest, as bearing upon the future pro- 
spects of Canada I sincerely deplore the report -which you send 
me m No 52 of your own state of health, and higldy appreciate 
the honourable feehng wlucli in such curcumstances leads you to 
express a reluctance to be reheved -wlulst afiiurs are still un- 
settled I do not attempt to conceal from you the importance, 
in a pubhc pomt of -new, which I attach to your contmuance m 
Canada at the present moment, or the extent to which I think 
the difficulties of the pro-nnee would be aggravated by any change 
in the Executive there, but wlulst I say this most smeerely, I 


says that the face looks very satisfactory — N B I can’t shut my 
right eye, and, after the next apphcation, shall not be able to open 
my mouth Very satisfactory ’ ” 
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mtat ny vHh cqtml ilnccritr Uiat I ihtmU cooilJc-r rnjjclf mott 
ctJptUe Tcre I to nccept of Iho coatlatsuico of your ierrkfj ot 
Iflcrwted rhlk. to Toor hrtithi ind I mart, lljcrcftirc^ Icaro the 
iiocftkm iltogcihcr In yoor bxind*, only girloB you on ln*trDCtic« 
opporito to that wlifch I ihcmld think nwcnary tbr many men, 
not to permit imbUc conrfdentloni onJaly to omirelgh the 
cooildcnitktQ which you owo to yonmclf I rentare to hope, how 
errr that ai yoor general health b not Impaired, and tho dlmate 
U not nnbcalthy modemto employment wooU ho eren more 
boaedcbl, u wi^ moro afrcoiblc, than a Ufu of cooftralncd 
InactiTlty In thb country 

“Tour Tcry clear itatcmcot of tlic cooditioa of parties In 
Canada roaket Tcry crWoit Iho embamuament to which crery 
racancy moft expoac yon, and the aeriotu dJfUcnlty wldch, under 
any dreumttaTKe miut attcod the odmlobtration of the Oorem* 
ment on the prlndj^ kid down hy liord Sydenham. I ihonld, 
how o Tcr cajotent myaclf irith the acJcnowlcdgment of your 
deapatchca, cancmrlng oj I do eoUrcly In the Tkwa which you 
take of the cottne to parmd, and quite ntiftItJ of the Jculg 
moDt with which you wQl act upon them, wore Z not aaxioas to 
dbekbu. In the ftrongeft ttfma, ai being cooaoQint to EngUih 
practice of the coottlCntioo, the doctrine that a OoT enirn cirt 
upon a flnglo qoc^kn mart occetaarOy reelgn office. 
6o fkr b thb from hrfng Um ceec, that hardly a Mxdon paoee In 
which the Oorcmioent, If not actually defented by a rote In the 
HonK, b not compiled to arold defeat by ruflbring mcaanrei to 
drop which hare been Introduced by Ihon aa a Q o ra xun ent. I 
win only mention one hutance amon^ a hundred ahnniiy which 
might be addpeed. In the aenlon before lait, a bHI wu lntrT>- 
duced ibr titering the whole ecdcaiaatical juriadlctkm of the 
coorrtiy It paaaed a aecond rending but it wm ao manlftat that 
of the** who tupported it a great majority conaidered of Ita 
leading prorlaJonj highly obJectkmahle, It wma rwt attempted to 
carry H any frrther I*ft year another bill on the «*jnw robiect, 
but omitting nreral of the proriaknu to which the greateat objec- 

tlon had he® taken, waj intaodoced, but waa eqtalJy unawceaafali 

and In the preaent aeatlon, a bOl, ahnoat rimP.i- to the flnt, baa 
been Introduced In the Bouw of Zxerda by Lord Cottenlam, hat 
patd almoat without a dliaentleirt rolce, and wfll. Just aa 
certainly nerer paaa the Howe of Cotmnona. I might nnaitica 
many othff hutancei | but the principle In c omitr y b ao 
perfrctly undentood tbit no tingle caeamre can produce the 
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nccossnrv resignation of the Go\crninont Some one measure 
mn^, mcloed, be considered of such iinrnmount importance, and 
so connected Antli the uliolo stheine of administration, tliat the 
GoAornment may either stake their CMstcnce upon it, or feel it 
due to their characters not to sustain defeat upon it, hut tlicse 
arc the rare CKceptions and not the general rule, and m general 
n Go\ eminent does not think itself justified m staking its exist- 
ence on a single moasiirCs nor fall until loucred m public ’estima- 
tion, or at least m public confidence, hr a succession of defeats or 
fujnrcs And if tins ho tlie case in England, much more is it 
necessary that it should he so m Canada, uliere the union and 
consolidation of parties is less distinct, and avliere the bonds which 
unite public men together arc so much more feeble In such a 
state of public atfairs, open questions ought to ho much more 
freely permitted When diflcrcnce of opinion exists m the 
Executive Council, ei cry sacrifice short of the sacrifice of iier- 
sonal honour should he made by the members, for the purpose 
of securing public co-operation, and when they are umtwl m 
opinion, no defeat should induce them to surrender their offices, 
which are a public trust, unless they are satisfied that it has 
become impossible for them to carry on the Government, and 
that there is a reasonable prospect of its being carried on by 
others, consistently with the obhgations binding on the colony 
towards the Croivn 

“ Though tins is a prn ate despatch, I have no objection to your 
acquainting the individual members of jour Council, should jou 
see fit, what are my news, winch I am sure are the views of 
eaeryman connected with pubhc hfc, who looks to the perma- 
nent welfare of lus country Aboie all, you will not fail to 
impress upon your Council, though such a suggestion would 
hardly come with propriety from me, the extreme risk which 
arould attend any disruption of the present Conservative party of 
Canada Their own steadiness, and your firmness and discretion, 
have gone far towards consohdatmg them as a party, and securing 
a stable admmistration of the colony, and it would be most 
lamentable if, at a time when it is m the enjoyment of the highest 
prosperity, and when tliere is every appearance of the permanence 
of that prospenty, when no reasonable cause for dissatisfaction 
exists, dissensions on minor pomts between those who are labour- 
ing m common for the general good, should again endanger the 
loss of these great advantages, and give an openmg for renewed 
excitement and confusion, and probably for the temporary ad- 
VOL n P 
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mitdcBi to pcnrtT of men tb* moot rajcrnifiikm* In lU orertbc, 
ond qolto raid/ to tacrUee sU national, and tbore all, all Sritkh 
Intorcft*, to their oim pcmonal and aelflih object*. 

•Itnut th*t rochamolt maybe ayerted by yonr own pro 
dence, and by tbo good icnao of thoao who are acting under you. 
If tbfi jsictent adEninl»lratloo abcold be brobcQ up by Internal 
dinenilocii, Iihcmld, Indeed, augur in fbr tbo weU^ of Canada, 
•Tw^ tfif Iti long conthnuncD aa a Brltbb cokny 
** Bdlero roc, my dear lord. 

“ Tour* Twy fdtbfoDy 

« SxaaxET” 

Am the ytatr ttoto on, tho ravage* of the dlacflfo vrhioh 
•mis destroying by inches the bravo-hearted Goremor- 
General, bocoioo moro and more ihghtful , and ho began 
to thinb thpt, let bis resolatioa be vrbat It nugbt, and let 
the clearnes* of bis inleDect remain a* nnolcTaded as 
ever it moit soon become pb)«cal]y imposcble far hun 
to administer snecessfolly the aSurs of the Gomrmnent. 
With these donbts besetting him, he addressed, in the 
flutnmn, the following letter to Lord Stanley — 

“Afamirml, Oetoier IS, IMS. 

Ut Loan — disordar bas rece nt ly aside a aeiknu adraDce, 
afflrtlrigmyortlcTiIatkinaiidanthofanctionioftbsincnrtbt there 
li a bole thremgh the into the interior of the Tivmth. ]Xj 
doctor* WTUD mo that it may aoon bo physically impoariUo fhr me 
to jiei fijitii the dutio* of my office. If tl>* iwiinTi voe not ao ttr 
adyaneed toward* the winter lahonld fedmyaelf under the nee«- 
■ity of reqaestlng yoor hjnhhlp to reliere met but a* tneb an 
exTangement might require tiaie and iWihpT«rtfm^ j propoae to 
strnggie oo a* well a* I can, and will addreM your kirdfhlp again 
on thia fubjeet accordiog to any fbrflisr ebangea ♦i'** may 
In my coodltkmi In the meanwhile, I hare conaldered it to bo my 
duty to apprlm your lordihlp of the probable impoaribCtty of my 
pertaxndng my o fl l ol fll foietioaa, ha order that you may be pre- 
pared to maho mch an omogement a* may «KTm to be most 
expedient ftir the pubHo aerrice. 

“ I li*yo the honour to be, At, At, 

**MBTa*u*.* 
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A fortnight aftenvards he ^vrote again, still on the same 
distiessing subject — 

‘‘ Oclohir 20, lS-15 

“MYLonD, — continue in tlies'iincboclilj state tlialldescriljecl 
br tbe Inst mail I am unable to entertain company or to reten c 
aisitors, anti my ofiicial business aritb public functionaries is 
transacted at mj residence in the countrj instead of tlie apart- 
ment assigned for that jiurpose in the public buildings in toivn, 
I am consequently conscious that I am iiindequatelj performing 
the duties of my office, and if there uere time to admit of my 
being rebel ed before the setting m of tbe u inter, I should tliink 
that tbe period bad armed irben I might, perfecth in consistence 
■with public duty, sobcit to bo rebel ed , but, as tbe doctors say 
that I cannot be remoi ed mtb safety from tlus place during tbe 
mnter, and as that season is fast approaching, it becomes a ques- 
tion avbetber I can best perform mj dutj’- to my country by 
arorkmg on at tbe bead of tbe Goi ernment to tbe best of my 
abibty until tbe sprmg, or by debrermg oaer charge to other 
bands, and rcniammg here as a private mcbvidual until tbe season 
may admit of my return to Eurojic \\ itli safety In tlus dilemma 
I Iiaa e bitberto abstained from subnutting my formal resignation 
of my office, and shall continue to report by eacli successive 
mail as to my condition and capabibty of carrying on tbe duties 
of my post 

“ I have tbe honour to bo, &,c , 

"ilEICAirE ” 

Before this last letter had reached England, Lord Stanley 
had rephed to the preceding one, both on his oun part 
and on the part of the Queen, generously and conside- 
rately accepting Metcalfe’s resignation, mth eveiy demon- 
stration of regiet, and 'with a full and heaity recogmtion of 
the senuces he had rendeied to the State — an imquahfied 
expression, indeed, of the approbation 'which the Govern- 
ment had accorded to his conduct throughout all the 
struggles of his colonial admimstration 

LORD STAMJSr TO LORD METCALFE 

“ Dowmng-street, November 2, 1845 
“Mr DEAR Lord, — have received intli the deepest regret 
your pnvate letter of tbe 13th ultimo, which gives me too much 

P 2 
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cailic to fear that the profrre**, vUcli I lament to foo Unit joor 
dlttmler fiQi made may rcry ahortlj ranlte It phytksllj hnpo«Il4fl 
fur yon loofer to dJtchorpe your anloont cIdUmi aoU I cannot 
anfUdently cipren my admlratloa of tha heroic conatancy and 
•df-doTotlon with mhkh In Ui# mklat of inch aeTCTe •odtrinsi 
yoa hare ciren yoarodf np to Iho pnhlle icrrlcc. Dot I feel that 
I ongiit not to bo In any dejtrco Initnnncntal to the poaalble aaeri 
fleo of a life to raloaLIo at yonra, cren to tho Intcrcati of the 
C ro w n , which you hare to ably ao acolotrtly and *o noUy tnt- 
talned. I need hardly tay that your admlnUlralJon of affalrt In 
Canada haa moro than rcaliaod tho moat tangnlno drcctatkmj 
which I Imd Tcnturod to form of ft| anti yon wfU retire from It, 
•wbcDCTcr yon retire with tho entiro approTal and the admiration 
of her llajcfty’a Gorommenli and, I may Tcntnrt to add, of tho 
Qneen bertelf 

In order to Ichto yon iwrfccUy ftw to hand orer tho Gorom 
ment at any moment when you may fijel It right or ncecaaary to 
do 10 , ores tlthongb the atote of yenr Iiealth, or the weather or 
both CQCnbiDed, ibooM lodoee yon to remain In the eokny after 
direftln? yomwclf of authority 1 esdoao yon an dhckl letter 
yotr rearyacftai, which yon wlh nnOerrland ora aa 
anlhoriilng you to malm ttao of or not, aa and when yon may 
ace fit, 

Herd Cathcart wOl of courac, tnVw upon him tho proTUlcmal 
odmlnlftratlon of the Goremraent wbcooTcr yon It orer 

to him. I ahall csdearonr to teplare jtra aa aoon aa pracUcohle 
alter I ihall know your Anal dedalon, but It win bo & talk of 
gnat dilQculty to do ao at aH) and to do ao adequately I am 
aware ij hnpootlhle. 

" I bare the honour to be, my dear Lord, 

“ Whh tho atneoreft regard and eateem, 

" Yonra moit tkithAiny 

“ SmuT " 


LOUD fTUaXT TO LOED METCALTC. 

•* Tknrmxm^ttnrt, hat^mher 3, IMS. 
ilr L<xai> — I hare receired the Queen ■ ccannwnda to e apr e u 
to your lotdihlp the deep couceiu with whkh hor Uajeaty leoma 
that the ahite of your health U auch aa to rmder It neceotary for 
you to tender to her ll^aty the rctlgnntkm of the high and 
arduoui office tho dutlea of which you hare ao ably folflUed. Her 
ila^city Ii aware that your derotto to her aerrico has led you. 
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nmulst plijsicil '^uflcnngs beneath winch orihmr^ nion would 
In.^e gnen vny, to rciimm at 3 our po^t to the la*;! po<;sihlo 
moment Tlic Queen highh cstmntcs tins proof of 3 our jmhhc 
spirit, and in accepting ^our profTcred resignation, which in the 
pro'-ent circumstances she feels it impossible to deehne, her 
^rajest3 has commanded me to express her entire approial of the 
ahihtA ind prudence ilh whith 3011 lime conducted the afiairs 
of a leri difllcult Go\ eminent, her sense of the loss uliich the 
public sen ice is about to sustain 113 3 our retirement, and her deep 
regret for the cause which renders it immoidahle These senti- 
ments, I assure 3011, are fiill3 pnititipateJ 111 h3 nnsclt and the 
other members of her ;Mi\jcst3’s Go^cnllnent 

“I shall talvC carW steps for the selection of 3 our permanent 
successor, though it is proh ihlc th it some time must elapse before 
lie ma3' he able to relieie 3011 In the meantime, 3011 will con- 
sider the acceptance of 3 our resignation as taking efl^ct from the 
period, whencier that ma} be, at which 30U see fit to hand oier 
the goi eminent pronsioiiall3 to Lail Calhcart 
“I haie the honour to he, m3 lord, 

“ Your lordship's most obedient, liumhlc sen ant, 

“ SxAM.tr ” 

The time had noiv come at winch Metcalfe, eten with 
his high and pi edonimaut sense ol the claims oi the public 
seiTice, might hme consented, without a feeling of self- 
repioach, without a single stiuggle of any kind, to lay 
down the leins of office But he could not The claims 
of self aveie still icluctantly to be admitted Even after 
the leceipt of these Ictteis, he could not at once determino 
to depait 

Still the thought uppermost la his mind ivas whether he 
could do any good by remaining at his post IIis unvary- 
ing language had been, “ I am tied to Canada by my duty ” 
Tins was not only a devoted sense of duty to the Crown, 
but a generous sense of duty to those loj^al subjects who, 
throughout the great stiuggle in which he had been 
engaged, had manfully and consistently supported him 
He lelt that, in leaving Canada, he would be leaving them 
to their fate — withdrawing from them their mam defence 
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nnd protection, imd abandoning tlicm to be tom to pieces 
bjr tbdr enemies, lie could bardlj bring bimsclf to 
b^erc, m ♦Im early inntcr of 1845, that tloco the pro- 
rogation of Parliament any ray important reaction in 
fnvoTir of G overu ment set in tlirongbcrot the colony 
Tbero were those, hoTrercr, ■who thought that they could 
discern sneh Ihvoumblo symptoms. Vt the close of the 
emmmer thcro had been two county elections, which bad 
been earned in fiivonr of GovemmenL Mr Tiger, who 
had beforo been beaten in the general election, was now 
returned for the Three-RiTcr* county and Mr Tnschcrau, 
who had been appointed Solicitor General for Lower 
Canada, was returned, without opposition, for Dorchester, 
ft county containing ono of the most numerous French- 
Ciuutdian consfatoenaea in the colony In nether case 
had on Oppositioti candidate been brought forward by the 
opponents of the ^Cmstiy a fact which In tho minds of 
ecFUie people, indicated a Cironrablo reaction.* But Met 
oalfe could not bring himself to thinl that it betokened 
ftnything more than a growing weannen of opposibou, 
which might in time produce Cn-oumble result*. “ The 
issue of the next eeasiou he wrote will still depend on 
the members of tho CoaacrvatiTe party Berenl of whom 
hare expressed want of confidence in some of tho members 
of the Exccutrro Council ond if they allow per»onal dis 
like or disappomtment m their own expectations to carry 
them mto opposition, the conse<juence8 may be exceedingly 

* An tries ,” wrote UetCBlfe In Septanber ** premllf ^ 
retetloo has begun to operate In themindsof theFraicIi-Canflilisn 
popnloHnn, and that the Inflncnco of the Opposition leader hss 
dtmtr dili ed . I wiib that I could state with any confl- 

d snee that I ko esnso to placamwchrtlisnco cn this oplnkm. Ths 
oolj change that I bdiore to bar© taken p1«r^ U that the French 
Ca n a dlnn partj are beginning to be tired of being in a miwrity 
and to doubt the polity of following a who keeps them Ja 

fTcamdlese oppotitioa to the Goremmeat" 
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nllscb^e^ous ” And the nioie these considerations suggested 
tliemscK cs to bletcalfc, tlic more reluctant he grew to quit 
the position nhicli enabled him to prcscnc the union and 
the stability of the paity, 11110 liad fought and triumphed 
by his side, but i\ho, disunited and nithout him, must fall 
easily before their opponents 

But he ivas d} mg — d^nng no less surely for the strong 
i\iU that sustained him, and the vigoious intellect nhich 
gloived in his shattered fiame A little nhilc and lie 
might die at his post The ivintcr i\as setting m, the 
navigation i\as closing It isas ncccssaiy at once to decide 
nhether iMetcalfe should now prepare to betahe the suffer- 
mg remnant of himself to England, or to abide at Montreal, 
if spared, till the coming spiing But he nould not trust 
himself to form the decision lie muted the leading 
members of his Council to attend him at MonUands and 
there he told them that ho left; the issue in their hands It 
was a scene never to be forgotten by any i\ho weie present 
m the Goveinor-Gencial's sheltered room on that memo- 
rable occasion Some were dissoli ed in tears All were 
agitated by a strong emotion of sorrow and sympathy, 
mmgled ivith a sort of wondering admiration of the heroic 
constancy of their chief He told them, that if they 
desired his continuance at the head of the Government — ^if 
they believed that the cause for which they had fought 
together so manfully would suffer by his departure, and 
that they therefore counselled him to remam at his post, 
he would willingly abide by them decision , but that the 
Queen had graciously signified her willmgness that he 
should be reheved, and that he doubted much whether 
the adequate performance of Ins duties, as the chief ruler 
of so extensn e and important a province, had not almost 
ceased to be a physical possibility It need not be said 

* This was the country-house m whicli he hved since the change 
of the seat of Government, a few miles from Montreal 



424 


THE rcnuoE 


wlint was thdr dcaaiotL Tliojr besoaglil lilm to (3q«rt 
and ho consented V nobler Bpcctaclc than that of this 
agonised man rcsolntoljr oflunng to die at his post, tlic 
world has seen only once before. 

lie embarked for England— quietly and unostentatiously 
as his suffering state compelled, but not without many 
indications, upon hu part, that no sulTuring could make 
him forgctfnl of otlicri or dull tho generosity of his nature, 
the active tindlincra of lus heart. lie xrent — and If a 
great chorus of gratUndo and pnusc swollen by the voices 
of his countrymen m oil parts of the colony did not burst 
upon him as he departed from among them his adminis 
tration of the r/irmi^tnn provinces is not the less to be 
regarded as a great success. Ho could not complete his 
work The Almighty Providence which had so nfihcted 
him forbade that ho should do more but ho bad done 
what, perhaps no other man, under sunilar citcdtti stances, 
would have effected. He went to Canada at what may be 
called the turning point of the career of the colony A 
little too much oonocMion, or a bttle too much resistance 
to the inerltable p ro gre ss of Libernhsm would have severed 
the Cinadian pronnees from the Dntiih Empire, It was 
not Sletcalfoi duty to connder whether tho colony were 
npe for independence, or whether such independence would 
advantageously or mjunously affect the interests of the 
parent state bnt it was his duty ns the repreecntativo of 
the Crown to maintain the costing connection to s up port 
the presumed interests of the empire and to enooumge 
an<| protect the more loyal portion of the colonial com 
mnnity In attempting this he was brought into antagomim 
with what may be colled the popnlar or democratio party 
lletcfllfa was called a popnianty-aeeker but here, although 
he anned at accomplishing what he beheved would oven 
tually produce tho greatest good of the greatest number 
the Immediate effect of his measurea was to embroil him 
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if not -witli tlie people, at least with the dispensers of 
popularity In Canada as in Jamaiea, he had been guided 
and sustained by the same prevailing sense of duty And 
he had endeavouied, by the same means, to bring about 
the same ends He had endeavoured to do justice to all 
men without distmction of political party or lehgious 
creed He had endeavoured to reconcile all parties to 
each other, and to cement then attachment to the Crown. 
But the bitterness of contending factions rendeied the 
work of conciliation difficult , and, with the stiongest 
desire to possess himself in peace ivith all, he found that 
he must either be at war with the most powerful and 
active party in the colony, or become a traitoi to the 
Crown These hostile cucumstances brought mto action, 
and displayed to full advantage, a quality ivhich he 
possessed in very rare perfection, and which he would 
exercise, under strong compulsion, at any sacrifice of self 
His mildness and gentleness were so conspicuous, both in 
public and private hfe, that it is piobable his Canadian 
opponents did not suspect the existence of that indomitable 
lesolution vhich they forced him to display But it was 
by this resolution, not shutting out concibatory measures 
Avhen it was possible to resort to them inth eflfect, that he 
stemmed the tide of usurpation which, but for the resist- 
ance he opposed to it, would utterly have destroyed the 
bonds wluch imited the Canadian provinces to the mother 
country Boi the full development of his policy he 
tnisted to the operation of tune But the great affliction 
■which struck lum down m the midst of his career of use- 
fulness, compelled him to leave incomplete that which he 
■would haie completed, had not tlie Almighty, for his own 
.■wise ends, laid an arresting hand upon the arm of His 
faithful servant 
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Metetlfei Hetnni to Enaland — Bcddenco In Mtjufle33-»tr«t — 
r r c grC M of hli Miibulj’ — The Odentil C3ob Address — Baxtof*! 
to IfalihaTig rr — AddresKS fnm Cenede nod Indle—IUs lAit 
— Death — Chjiracter of Charles Aletcilfo. 

The rtoiy of QmHo Metcalfe* life ji ranr neoriy toH. 
On the ICth of Decanter 184o bo again fonnd bimself 
on Engliili aoIL He Mtired m great enffeniig Deoib 
had by this tune become to him merely “ a question of 
tune." It rraj obnoni to tho eminent professional gentle- 
men rrho were called m to his aid, that cnmtrve s ur g e ry 
could do nothmg for him— consfflTatrre surgery bttle. 

He rras conreyod at fiiat to his old resting plnco — 
hDrarti HoteL But a pmute residence -rraa presently 
secured for him in MansfieH-etreet. It tma eipedieiit 
that he ahould remain in London, m order tbni he might 
hare such benefit os the best surgical sHIl and mcdicol 
adTice m the country could afford. Ho was frequently 
Yiaited by Sir Beqjs mi n Brodie wnd Hr liiston. Mr 
Martin and 3Ir Pollock irero in daily attendance. 

He was conscious that nothing could check tho ravage* 
of the frightfhl disease that wus deatroying hi-m. He had 
ceased even to entertain a hope that it would bo permitted 
to him to take his seat in the House of Ix)rds. Tho 
Garter King-of Arms wrote to hun with a formula of the 
presenbod ceremony And Court robe-makers sought his 
Lordship i patronage. But ho sniTIpd s ar r o t v fu lly as he 
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tliouglit, now that the di earns of his ambitions youth had 
been reahsed, and the doors of Paibament thrown "wide 
open to him, that he would never he suffered to cross the 
threshold 

He was never free £i om acute pain, except when under the 
influence of strong narcotics But his patience and forti- 
tude under this continual affliction were something beautiful 
to contemplate He nevei uttered a word of complaint 
Excepting in an inci eased gravity of manner, there was 
nothmg to indicate the extreme suffering he endured All 
his old tenderness — his consideration for otheis — his pure 
imselfishness — still beautified his daily hfe It ivas a pri- 
vilege to attend upon one so grateful for small fondnesses, 
so unwilhng to give trouble, so lesigned under every dis- 
pensation There were many on whom the spectacle of 
Metcalfe’s heroic endurance had a grand and an abiding 
moral effect Some of his oldest ft lends wrote to him, 
that if it should ever please God so to visit tliem, the 
lesson which he had taught them uould not be thrown 
away 

He never betook himself to the sick-room, but, as far as 
his infirmities would allow him, went about his daily avo- 
cations, or rather hved his habitual life, with little outward 
alteration He received visits fiom his friends He 
dictated letters He took an intei est in what was read to 
him He seldom missed his accustomed drive in the Park 
hlany remember his closed carnage, and the glimpses 
which they caught of the poor bandaged face within it 
The expressions of sympathy, which came to him from 
all quarters, and in all possible shapes, must have touched 
the very core of his heart One particular mamfestation 
of the general comnuseration Avhich his sufferings excited, 
IS worthy of nobce He was continually receiving letters, 
some from friends and some fiom strangers, suggesting 
different remedies which had been tried with success in 
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caid similar to Lis omi One correspondent rccoramondod 
metmerirm irhlch hod ettred Ifisa irartineau nnothcr 
hjdropathj at the “pure aprings of Slaircm " n third 
on oppbcotion of the common dock leaf, a foorth, on in 
fhifon of conch grass a fifth the baths of Docherte, near 
Vienna a sixth the rolcanic hot springs of Karlsbad n 
seventh, a Tronderfiil plaster made of rosc-Icaivcs, ohvo oil, 
and ttmup-jmee an eighth a plaster and pornlor m which 
some part of a joung frog was a principal ingredient , a 
ninth, a mixtum of coppcmi and Tincgar a tenth, on 
nppbcatioa of pum ox-gnll an eleventh, a mixture of 
Florcnco oil and red preoipltato whilst n twelfth mis 
certain of the good offeetJ of homccopathy which had cured 
the well kiKiwn Charlotte Ebsabeth " Bemde* there 
vmned remedies many men and women, with lofiJliblc 
raapes or eertam mode* of treatment, were recomrooidcd 
to him, by themselves and other*. Learned ItaQas pro- 
fessor*, mystenou* AaMncaa women, erudite Gormans 
and obscure Irish quack* — all had cured ameer* of 
twenty year* itoDding and all were prosing or pressed 
forward to operate on Lord Metcalfe. 

Though self interest may in *0100 instances have been at 
work m there recommendations il it not to bo doubted 
that they ennoetl a large amount of genmne sympathy 
To all of there enggestion*, however Metcalfo was gruto- 
foUy indifierent. He directed his thantrf to be returned, 
when his communicants were not anonymous but he 
steadfsstly abided by tho regular practitioner* who at 
tended him He felt that it was beyond human ■Vm to 
do more than alienate hi* Bufferings, and ftmt if God 
would work a mmcle in hi* behalf^ he would emplcy one 
agent os readily as another 

And whilst some were thus manifesting the sympathy 
with which they regarded him, other* were endaavounng 
to excite hii sympathy for them. He was olTrnyi beret 
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'With applications for cliarity The voice of suffering was 
continually clamouring at liis doois During tlie former 
periods of his residence in England, the fame of his gene- 
losity had gone forth into all parts of the country, and 
many doubtless thought that they could impose upon his 
tenderness of heait Some approached, him with direct 
appeals, in the earnest language of despaii , others en- 
deavouied to stimulate his interest by fiammg their peti- 
tions in language of mysteiious suggestiveness More 
than one wrote, that having heaid of his arrival, they had 
risen fiom a sick-bed, and crawled to his door A con- 
stant succession of these appeals had ever been the con- 
dition of his residence in London He ga\e laigely — 
generously , but not indiscriminately He instituted in- 
quiries into the cases brought before hmi , and when theie 
vas any obscurity, he gave the petitioner tlie benefit of the 
doubt 

If the sympathy and admiration of his friends — if private 
affection and pubhc honour could have mitigated his suffer- 
ings at this time, he would have found consolation and lelief 
And, doubtless, there were circumstances which, from time 
to time, shot gleams of sunshine acioss the darkened path 
of the dying man Expressions of the profoundest respect 
and admiiation followed him both fiom the Eastern and 
Western vorlds But theie u as notlung, perhaps, which 
gratified him more than a public demonstration of sym- 
pathy, the scene of which was vrithin a mile of his own 
doors On the 12th of January, at the Oriental Club, in 
Hanover- square, might have been seen gathered togethci 
all the men of any note, connected with Indian affairs, 
whom London and the neighbourhood contained — eager 
to do honour to Lord Metcalfe ; eager to manifest 
how much they loied him, how much they admired him, 
and how' proud they iverc of his fame They were 
gathered together to cast, what, if I nghtly’ remember, 
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Sir James 'W‘<ar Hogg fedtnglj Jacribed, as “o Tmath 
Ttpon Mj bier ** At tWs meeting I^onl AuclJaod presided, 
laid irna the Crtt to sign the following address 

" We tho ti&Jertigncsl drfl end mflltaiy (crrmnU of tbo Eoit 
India CoiDpanj and olber* pcraooaU/’ connected with India, hep 
pcnnlttlon to oiler to y o nr lordship the triboto of onr aUtctlonate 
ottnehment and lympath^ and to tender to yon the ciprcttloo of 
that admiration of yotrr pahlto chanetcr whidi wo ibaro iriili 
o r cry dais of her Majeety a aohl^cta. 

" Long and Inllmatdy rotated to India, wo baro hod iKsoUar 
opportnnltla of apprccfatlng the merlU of ytror tcrTicea therej 
ire hare iratcbcd with no orflnaiy fajtemt the coroer of hoocnir 
and of nacftilnen whkh, itoce yon left that country’ you bare 
pttmed In tho gormtment of two of iho moct important colonial 
potaeulana of tho British Crownt and we bare gloried In the 
boDouT centered oa yon by your SoTtreigD, as trinropha won te 
the body to which wo la coouDon bdong. 

** We had hoped, that after you had &econrpU>hed the dlfllrnlt 
and hsportant ot^jecu of your misifaxi to Canada, we ahould hare 
•ccn you return to take your weD merited place amnny the 
btowdltary legUIaton of your natire conntryi atanred that rou 
would in angnrt onembly hare natnloed the true intereoU of 
the ODpire with tho came great knowledye, firmneo, and wladom, 
ej had marked your admtnbtratlon in that cjdecdld prorlnct. 
And we anxionaly ontldpated the opportunity of joining with our 
mlow-«abjoctj thcra and at hoow in eungratnlaUng you on the 
happy tennlnarinn of your ardooua dntiei, and In tendering to you 
th^ trilnte of pnhUe gratictide and appianse wldcfajnrtty bdoc^ 
to tbooe -who hare ao merhed of thdr c ountr y 

It haa not pleated Blrlne Prtnrldmco to poanlt fee wrttm 
ftalfflmaat of oorafftctlocateaBtldpatlocii. Butyouharte aehlcTed 
dlftinctlocii which call fbr our wa naei t j ytMi hare 

gathered a large measure of glory te yoorielli tmd, what la hir 
dearer to you, yon hare aecured to your cou ntry "f ti t tmp»Yr Tnnt 
adrantaguc, with a proapect that your labour rriU yldd a 
richer bari ec t at no distant polod. And rery f^rrri rT irtg nrt* 
which haa compdled yon to retire prematurely from yruhHc life 
has mahled yon to display aodi heroic ftTrrmi^ and dercption to 
the puhllo weal, and lodi trial of moral ctrength orer physical 
erfl, as hare more than eustalned the lofty **tiiitate -we had fljnned 
of your chaiactar and hare justly placed your name In the rank 
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of those patriots who were e\ er prepared cheerfully to sufler or 
die for their native land. 

“ Our fer\ ent pmj er is, that you may 3 et ho spared for a 
lengthened course of future usefulness But to whate\ or issue it 
ma}” please God to load the trial with which he has seen lit to visit 
you, we trust that tlus public expression of sympathy, affection, 
and admiration, will not be deemed misplaced, it is sootlung to 
our OAvn fechngs to be allowed to olfcr it, it cannot, we hope, be 
unacceptable to you, and humble though it bo, it will not, we 
trust, be wholly lost to those whom 3 mur example anil stimulate 
m the path of public virtue.” 

To tlus address almost every distmgxuslied man m 
England connected witli Indian affairs — men who had been 
Grovemors-General of India, Govemois of the min or 
Presidencies, Members of Council, Chief Justices, Com- 
manders-m-Chief, with many Directors of the Company, 
and other men of note, were eager to subscribe them names 
The parchment on which they ivere msenbed could scarcely 
be spread out m his room when it was presented to him by 
Lord Auckland He received it mth deep emotion “ It 
is easy,” he said, wnth reference to this address, “ to bear 
up agamst ill-usage, but such kmdness as this qmte over- 
powers me ” When his sister said, playfully, “ See what 
a great man you are, that they must follow you with their 
admiration even to your sick chamber,” he rephed, “ Yes, 
dearest Georgiana — and yet what should I be now, if I had 
not always felt that eternity was the only thmg worth hvmg 
for?” 

To the address, which had so moved Lord Metcalfe, he 
returned the foUowmg reply 

“ 2 Mansfield-strect, February 3, 1846 

TO THE BUBSOBIBEES TO THE AEDBESS OE THE CIVIL AND 
MILITAET SEKVANTS OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANT, AND 
OTHEHS PEESONALLY CONNECTED WITH INDIA 

“ My liOBDS AND SiES, — Often as similar declarations have 
been made, none can ever have been made with greater truth than 
that with which I now assure you that language is madequate to 
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C5prcu tLo IfccHiiff* Iniplrcd bj^ tlie licoocr which jtra htTc con 
fcrrod oo mo. 

" It i< pccnllnrljr dc*r to me ai comlag from a numcrcra bod/- 
who hoTo either iritncucd or taken an Intcreit In mj endeaToon 
to acTTO Dij country In rariotu cnpodtle*. Arocng them ore •omo 
tmder wboin I hare bad the booouroficrriQffj aomc wboae polilo 
•crriccJ IlmrehfiiJthc honoaroffnpcrlntendJngt eoaio with whom 
I haro co*opented as cohcogaoti some who, as schooifeUows, 
IiATo known mo from hoj-boodi aomo who, as cotcmpamrics haro 
been engogcil In tho sanM freldt some who hold the highest 
positions connected with Indbti and man/ who witboatmjpcr 
aonal actttmlntance hate nercrfhelcti concnrnd to do mo boDonrt 
tbo whole procecdlngcdilbiUnsan occmnnlatiijnof condcseensioo, 
oflectkio klndnwi, and generostty for which no words an conrey 
a dne tenao of tbo fcelingi of resitocl and gratitada and beaftfelt 
emotion by which I am almost orerwhdmsd. 

** Soch an honour Cir surpasses any estimate that I con entertain 
of my htrmhlo preteaslonst hot allboogh I am ctmsdous that it is 
chiefly owing to kladocss and aflatloa, oorertheiess to bo tho 
object of saeh feeilogs I most eror regaid as octe of the highest 
honours tbut the world can oAmh 

Had I caUied from tho colonial serriccs of my coontry with 
health to enable cue to discharge other pabUc funt^ou, it woald 
bare been the highest mtlstictloiT to mo to deroto the rest of my 
Ufr to those dttties in the Leghlatnro derolrlng on the rank to 
which I hare been eleroted by our most grachms Borerelguj bnt 
as it appears to he tbo will of the Almighty that gsd 

JnflnnltT should bo tho lot of my remaining days. I »h«il In that 
state cherish the rccoUcctlon of your kindness as ooo of the great 
ert blessings I am enjoy 

" Proud of my rtlatkai wHh the serrkes In Infllm, in which so 
many eminent men hsTa been fanned and are ccmtlnnolly rising, 
It is a source of Indescrlbshls pfaasure to me that the approbcukn 
aocorded to my eflhrti In other quarters should meet with sympathy 
from those personally connected with that splendid portkm of tho 
Britlih Emp ir e, and thst one of the last acts of my puhho life 
■houid bo to coofcy to you my grmtefhl sense of the generous 
sentlnients which you optertshi, 

" Hbtqsuz." 

Other addresses, as I have said enmo to him from a 
distanoe — some from the great Isorth Amencan colony 
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a\1iic3i he line! recently quitted qicalc of nil these 

tiling at once, anticipaLing ilie tune ol then receipt, tliat I 
need not again he compelled to recur to public aflaiis 
lie hn^ quitted Canada so suddenly, th.it the people had 
not cn\i}ed the opportunity of present lug hnu uith any 
farcuclj addressc'^ Iliit '^oinc admiring coininunities sent 
tokens if le'^pcct acio^s the seas after their l.itc Goiernor- 
Gcnci.il, The language of the«c addresses avas th.at ol 
afioclioilate adnnr.Uion One c\ainplc Mill sunice It is 
iioin till; address of the 'Western Distiict After stating 
that Loid Metcalfe’s sudden .md unevpected departuic had 
pica entM them, and the} behcacd the people of Canada 
general 1} , fiom oflonng then sinceic and disintciested 
testiinom.ils of leaeiencc and iigard, the subscnbeis of 
the address proceeded to s.ay 

“-Vflerinorc than fivc-aiid-forly j cars of arduous and eminent 
sera ices in anriousand distant portions of the Untish IZinpire — 
ten ices to a\ Inch future ages ai ill do ample justice, and a\ Inch a\ ill 
ea er adorn the page of historj , your lordship has heen graciously 
permitted hy j our 6o^ ereign to retire into pria ate life Mucli ns 
-vre lament that retirement, are cannot hut admire her Majesty’s 
consideration toavards jour lordship personallj jn acquiescing m 
3'our lordship’s desire tlint she should receia c hack the important 
trust avhich she had confided to j our keeping Y our lordship earn es 
a\itli you our reaerence, our gratitude, and our aflcctionatc esteem 
AYe revere your talents as a statesman and a governor — we are 
grateful for the benefits winch the country has reaped from j our 
lordship’s hberal and enhghtened pohey, and from your upright, 
firm, and impartial administration of the afiiurs of Canada , and 
we regard, anth an affection toavards }our lordship personally 
avhich it IS difficult to find language to describe, j our patient con- 
sideration, your kindness, and jour unbounded generosity toavards 
all who rightly sought your lordslup’s favour and assistance 
These are our undisguised sentiments, uncontrolled by selfish or 
hy mterested motives AYe noav hid your lordslup farewell I and 
as long as memory remains, so long will your lordship’s name, and 
fame, and virtues live m our affections, and he cherished hy our 
posterity " 



The pnratD Icttcn, too, ^rMch Mctcalfo rcceiTcd from 
ran nil* at thle time, stated iliot tho membon of hu old 
Execntire Cotmdl hod ihovn a atrong dltposilioQ to Jo him 
jttrtico ot last. Ono corrcfpemdcnt wroto “Tcnr Into 
Council, and othors opposed to your lordship i goTcmment, 
noTf ipeot of you in tho highest posaiblo terms ; «nd your 
lordship win ^ surpn se d when I tell you that Aylwin ex 
pressed hlmarff nt a public meeting tho other crening in 
such terms os were most gmteibl to oil, who, hhs myself 
honour nnd levere your lordship" Metcalfe hid nerer 
doubted that though his days were numbered, le would 
lire down tho obloquy whfeh attached to his name In tho 
minds of the moro riolcnt seebon of the T*t TTiph - r.nnBHTrm 
party 

There is one more token of tho gmtafhl attachment with 
which Charles Metcalfe was regarded in those distant 
oountxies he hod »o long benefitod by his wisdom and 
beaeroknee, of which I would apeak , a fitting close to the 
long series of honourable testimomals of public respoot and 
afiection of which, perhaps, no man m any genemtum erex 
recarred so many Tho MetcaHe Kail, in Calcutta, which 
had been buHt by pubhe snbscnptiQn to cammemoTate his 
Tndian Gorenunent, and especially the great act of the 
liberation of the Press, being now complete , and Metcalfe s 
bust harmg been placed in it, n meeting was held for the 
purpoee of Tuting an address to his lordship on the ocen 
Sion of the oeremony , and the following was adopted by 
the community of Calcutta 

“to THl mOHT aUHOUKlBLK LOBD inr ffiiT.T T q &C.., &0. 

*• Hw compIstJon of an o<nflpe In this city bearing yonr kird- 
•hlp ■ nanm, and erected fn booonr of y emr Tlrtnet and of j t j p 
pnbUo ni ikis In Tiidifi, and tbe plartnjf tbwein of yonr lorddilp’i 
boat, are ercirta widdi we would lUn celebinto by renewing tb»o 
ezpreaikau of attaobment and respect wlilch wb addressed to yun 
when we Joined in tbe deilgu of a buHdlng — to beccuDO a memo- 
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Tifil ofotir lunli cstirmtion of jour clnnclcr, to licnr <lic nnnio of 
‘The Mctcnlfe llnll,’ niul to rontiin the chntuhcr'^ apj<roj>rmto(l to 
the reception of our public lilinrj, nnd to the sittings nnd pro- 
ceeding^ of the AgncuUnnl Souetj of India 

“Yon^nre eniinenth cndcnroil to India bj a (nreer of con- 
spicuous xirtncs nnd public seriices, uhich jienctmtcd all classes 
of the connminilj svith admiration nnd esteem 

“ Theii^jC-NporiGiice of,) our t iletifs for public ndininistmtion in 
an empire of such dncrsificd interests ns the Britidi Fnipirc of 
India, of 3 our avjsdom uid fortitude, nnd hberaht) of mind, of 
the munificence and kindness of jour disposition, of the cour- 
teonsness of sour intercourse vith all ranks of society, prepared 
them for the sigainl sucecsscs winch avere achieved hj sou over 
the social distractions which existed m Jnmniea, nnd the difilcult 
contentions which had beset the Government of JJritish Anienci, 
when ) ou w ere successiv el) summoned from 3 our projected retire- 
ment, bv the disenmmation of her Majestv’s Government, to never 
spheres of most arduous ns vrcll as most honourable cmploj ment 
in those colonies 

“ 17 e cordiall)' congratulate jour lordship on the improvement 
in the liiiipincss nnd prosperitj* of those colonics vrhicli has 
attended 3 our able and patriotic discharge of the trusts reposed m 
30U, and on the digmtj which has been conferred on jou by our 
gracious Sovereign, m approbation of 3 our services to her Mnjest3'’s 
CrovvTi ^ 

“Tfe have read with alTcctionate satisfaction nnd sjanpathy 
the sentunents expressed tow nrds you in London, ou your return 
from Canada, by the civil nnd military servants of the East India 
Company and others, noblemen nnd gentlemen personally con- 
nected with India, and vve echo from the city of Calcutta the just 
tribute to your great virtues presented to you in their address 
“ "We beg to assure you that we cherish towards you a profound 
regard, that you will ever dwell m our grateful remembrances; 
and that we jom in sincere prajers to Almighty God for the 
restoration of your health, nnd that you may long live to enjoy 
the approbation and gratitude of your country ” 

The address was sent home, and a committee, of which 
Lord Auckland was the head,*^ vvas entrusted with the 

* The members were SirE Ryan, Holt Mackenzie, Mountstuart 
Elphmstone, General Galloway, General Duncan Macleod, W R 
Bayley, H T Prinsep, J S Brownrigg, and Dwarkanauth Tagore. 
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dotj of prcicntiog it to Lord MLtcfllfo. Anything liLo tho 
ceremony of o deputation wns impottibk bo the oddrea 
TTo* formirdcd to tho dying man, with tho foUomns lym 
pntlmmg note 

LOCD AUCKL.ua> TO UHID JirTC-VLFE. 

** Lcmdon^ Jtlf 4 1845 

*‘1It Lonn, — 'Ho aceonipaojlnff ndUrets w« Totol bj the 
InhohlUoU of CalcatU, and tranamlttcd to mo and to the gentler 
men vho» munet aro appended to tltU note, ibr tbo pnrpoae of 
being laid bef to your lordddp. “We will not jnopoac to Intrude 
upon your lonlihlp, now laSbriog unhappily from fortro fllneo, 
bul we haro a molancboly anHrihetion In scniQog the addreas, and 
In axiurlflC your lordthfp that from our bcorta we parddpato in 
the fbelhiEa of aympatby and of allhcUouato napect hy which it 
hu been dktoted. 

“ I am, with atroog fbellnga of lecard, your JoidjhJp a toort 
Calthfbl torrant, 

■ Axwn.LTn." 

To thia letter, aod to the addren, Lord Metcalfe returned 
thoe touching repUc* 

" ATaUiam^ Jdjf 10 , IWO. 

“ TO xnB niotfT noTomtiJMJD rt™ eaul. <xt ivcv.Axr> ocm. 

&a &C. &«. 

** Mt Iohd,- — I n my condition of Inllmlty and depre aa ioc I 
cannot do more than acknowtedge your Xnrdihlp’a l^er and 
erpreas my ntter hopeieamen of dotng jaitlce to the goodneu 
which oo thli and ercry oth« occaakn I hare had the honour of 
recetrlng from you. 

" I beg to ccaTUy to tiw gentlemen amocimted with your lordahlp 

my beartiUt tbanhi ftir thdr Undneat, and for the conaidcimtlon 
which baa Induced tho mode adopted of tnuumltting tha cotnura 
nkatlon from Calcutta. 

“ I hare the honour to be, with great reapect, your lordihJp a 
moft fkithf ol acrrant, 

■ llHTCALFm.'* 

“ JfaZj*OT^ JkJ> 10, 184t 

TO Tin lOHABITAyTa OT riiT/l tTTTi 

“ fiiaa, — Scarcely poailble aa It would hare been under any 
drcnnutances to conrey to you. In adequate tanm, my aaue of 
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the geAerosity of the communication which I have received from 
you, on'tlie occasion of the opening of the puhhc building with 
which the inhabitants of Calcutta have done me the lionour to 
connect iny name, the difl5culty is mcreased by the infirmities 
which he^et me, and the hopeless state of my health, I must 
therefore confine myself to the expression of the fervent thanks of 
a grateful heart, which is fidly sensible of your kmdness, and of 
the honout conferred on me by the association of my name with 
the edifice I appropriated to the several important puhhc institu- 
tions and purposes .to which the use of the Metcalfe HaU is 
devoted My anxious hope that piospcnty and every other 
blessing may attend you will accompany me to the grave which is 
open at my feet 

“ I^Ietcalfe ” 


He had by this tune quitted the metropolis The 
science of the world could do nothing to arrest the progress 
of his disease, and httle to mitigate his suffenngs A 
quiet country seat in the neighbourhood of Basingstoke 
had been taken for him, and thither, in the month of 
April, he retired to die 

But still he bore up manfully against the weight of his 
suffenngs He would not betake himself to the sick-room, 
or adopt the habits of a confirmed mvalid He was very 
regular in his hours At nine o’clock every mornmg he 
was ready for fanuly prayers After breakfast, the news- 
paper, or some more substantial work, was read aloud to 
him , he dictated letters to his friends, and transacted any 
necessary business At four o’clock he was always piesent 
at the dmner- table , and afterwards, as the days lengthened, 
he was generally driven out for an hour or two in a close 
carnage In the evening it was his choicest pleasure to 
listen to music The performances on the harp of his 
sister, hlrs Smythe, who dwelt with him, and whose 
continued mimstrations did much to soothe the angmsh 
of his last da 3 's, ivere a solace to him ever gratefully 
acknowledged 
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No bodflj OT phytical debility ccrold dimudsb 

his liabitrml JoikIikm and consideration for othen Ho 
would often at tlus Umc, though » weak that ho could 
scarcely stand without support, mo from hu scat to place 
the coTcr OTcr his sisters harp, when her playing was at 
on ati ^lumcroua other lUostrations of the some tender 
regard for those around him might bo ated in this place. 
Ho know that hia end wns rnpidJy aj^proachlng, and, 
although tho great change which was fast coming upon 
him was norcr absent from hia own mind, he seemed 
unwiPiDg to do or to sufllr anything that would bring the 
tod truth pginfUUy to the minds of others. He wished, 
therefore, that everything should go on in his household as 
though his placo were not soon to bo empty As a proof 
of this, It may be ia<mtioncd that ho du^ed numerous 
large cases of bocks to bo unpacked, and had book-sbelres 
run up to tho very attio-mndowB, as though he had years 
of life before him. Ho would coutoto ^esafoUy on aH 
passing topics pubbo and prirate and his keen seme of 
hnmour was unclouded to the last.* 

He seldom or never spoke of his sufferings and when 
others alluded to them he would generally say ■mripthmjy 
about the many blessings ho had enjoyed. Thank you,” 
he would reply m acknowledgment of such expressions of 
sympathy “ but I have muchjto be thankful for Hitherto, 

up to this event, I have enjoyed the blewmg of uninter 
rupted health. The strongest ezpreeaiou, with reference 
to his sad state, which ho was known to ntter, was upon 
ono occasion when some one said to him^ ‘ I hope your 
lordship has enjoyed your drive " end ho ann nH iix l stdty, 
“ Enjoyment is now no word lor me." 

* A tteud -WTitliig to me Tcgu^jig Lard MetcaHe’t last days, 
states ** A month before Us death I hare Mcm him Iso^ as 
heartfly at ajoke in Pnndi aathe stentert of ui.” 
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As Ills cud approaclied more ftnd more nearly, lie thought 
much of his absent fnends, and uas anxious to present a 
few of the most cherished "w ith some little parting token of 
his atfection To William Butleniorth Bajlc}’’, "who had 
worked intli him nearly half-a-century before in Lord 
Wellesley’s otEce, he ga\e his bust of that great man, 
dictating the folloiving letter — one of the last he ci er signed 
— to his old friend • 


“ Mahltangcr, Bastng';(oIi.c, July 31, 1846 

" Mr DEAREST Batlet, — e 3 ou any bust of Lord Wellcsle} ? 
If not, I should hke to make o\ er one to you after 1113’ demise 
Hawng been given to me by Lord ^Vellesle3', it will on that 
account, I am sure, be more than doubb* interesting to 3 ou. 

“I trust that 3QU, hlrs Ba3ley, and all 3 ours arc in good 
healtli, 

“ I contmue to make progress in a fatal direction With m3' 
love to Mrs Baylc3', and all your famib 
“ I remain, 

“ Yours most affectionate and attached, 

“ IMetc.vle " 

A few days before, he had dictated a letter to Mr 
Fredrick Wells, who was then departmg for India — never 
to return — ^presentmg him avith a dressing-case, avhich had 
belonged to his brother, Eichard Wells, whose early death 
at Delhi Metcalfe had never ceased to deplore 

“ Malshangcr, Basmgstohe, July 21, 1846 

“ Mt dearest Wells,— Heartfelt thanks for your affectionate 
farewell, may every blessing attend you and yours I feel that I 
cannot be long for this world, I therefore beg your acceptance of 
an article which belonged to your dear brother Richard, and which 
I have cherished for the last twenty years, meaning to do so to 
the day of my death it will be doubly mteresting to you as a 

* See Chapter H., page 47, m which the acuteness of Metcalfe’s 
sorrow for the death of his friend is illustrated by some extracts 
from his private correspondence 
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mcmcQUi of twT? irho ctJojrcJ tlic happtocM of your 
Onto more, God Wort jT)aI TDI death, joor irarmJ/ atUched, 

* JICTCAU'C.'' 

To letters of Inquiry from li« old friend* lie font prompt 
and kmdJy replies — grotrlog more and more iignlficant 5a 
thtir brevity a* time advanced " I continue,” be said, in 
Way getting ivorse nod trorso, occonling to my own nppre- 
hcMion, and frequently feel n linking which seem* like an 
aj-proocli to dmolntion " In June, ho mid, “51^ malady 
oontinucj to mnko progress and general decay is per 
ccptiblo. lie had olwayi a kind inquiry to niako after 
some member of the family to which ho ivroto and if 
there Trerc any sufTcriog there, ho was lure not to forget 
the sufferer 

And os lua considcrtUion for others — his nimoit womanly 
tcndereca was undimmiahcd to the last — so also was that 
manly resolabon which was tho diatinguuhing feature of 
tho other half of hit character Aa the summer advanced, 
It wuf obvioua that death waa npidly approoching Bot, 
although he waa compelled to forego first one pnnJego 
and then another and cron tho carnage went away unuacd 
from hia door ho would struggle against hia lacreoiuLg 
mfinnity and exhibit the aame self reliance aa ho had 
ever monifeited in lus beat day* of bodily vigour One 
HTampIo of thi* will suffice. Tho dreadful pxogre** of hia 
disease having onused the borvtiag of a vein in his neck 
the Ittcmorrfmge was so •lormiDg that "Mr Martin who 
had continued to nait him mu summoned from London 
by electric telegraph. When tinw gentleman arrived ot 
Walsluingar, he found the patient in hia usual sitting 
room greatly exhausted by loss of blood- The member* 
of his family had been vainly endeavouring to persuade 
him to suffer himself to be earned up-atalr» to his ileepmg 
apartment Against this ha hgii resolotcly protested and 
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he now Scaid to Mai tin, “I am glad you arc come, for 
I feel rather faint fiom loss of blood They wanted to 
cany me up-stans, but to that I have strong objections — 
•what do jou say?" On ascertaining the state of Met- 
calfe’s circulation, Mr Maitm stated his opinion that, "witli 
some little aid, the patient might be able to walk up to his 
bedioom The decision seemed qiute to revive hmi 
“That’s iight^’’ he said, “I thought you -^-vould say so 
I would not allow them to cany me ’’ He then sent for a 
bundle of "wmlking sticks, collected in different paits of 
the woild, and taking one brought fioni Hiagaia, said to 
Martin, “ You keep that ” He then selected another, a 
bamboo, kno'\ni in India as a Penang Laivyei, and grasp- 
ing it firmly, said, “ Now, with Martin on one side and 
the Penang Lawyer on the other, I think we shall make 
it out ’’ Thus he went up-staiis to his chamber And in 
spite of the increased faintness ■wdiich the exertion occa- 
sioned, all lejoiced that the inclinations of the noble 
sufferer had not been thwarted 

He continued to feel an interest in pubhc concerns to 
the last, and sometimes regietted that he could not take 
his seat in the House of Lords to vote m favour of Peel s 
Corn Bill To Lord Eadnor, -who had sought his testimony 
regarding the effect of the measure on the Canadian com- 
munity, he wrote the following — his last letter on state 
affaiis 

“ Malshauger, Basingstoke, 28th May, 1846 
“ Mt Xionn , — \ have the lionour to acknowledge the receipt of 
yom- lordship’s letter of yesterday I am, as your lordship has 
been informed, very anxious for the success of the Corn Bdl, 
altliough I should hai e preferred it, had it included the imme- 
diate ahohhon of all duty on importations, lia-rmg been of opinion, 
as long as I have been able to thmk on the subicct, that taxmg 
the food of the poor is a monstrous injustice Had the state of 
my health penmtted me to attend to my duty in the House of 
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Lordi, I iboiilii latre Joined In iapportinc the bill -wtih thoee »bo 
are of opioioo that, DotrlthfUndles 11* ddccti, ercrj eirrU on 
oQ^t to be made to enact IL 

•ITj opinion on tbo Corn law qocftloo U fotmded on a prindplo 
wbidi appcari to me to bo ImtUtlble, and is iTTrspectlm of Hs 
pnbaUo cHect with regard to Canada, bccaoso I think that the 
Intercfts of a port nmit jield to thoae of tho whole of tbo empire. 
Ynth respect to the rflbct, 1 coocctre, wHl be donbtfol. 

At first sight U wonld tppear to bo injmioos, as It deprires 
Canada of the adrantage of a monopolji but Canada, I trust, 
win tKsefit nke otha* coontriea firton ihedom of trade end tiltl 
matdj not bo a loser 

“Irapodtated ai I am from attending to mj duty I ihonld 
think It prcaninptoous on my port to tnillioTlso any cop u d onl- 
atlop of my Rntfanents to tbo Itonso of Lords i bot I baro no 
desire that they sboold bo acoet, and with that reserrathm I 
plaeo them at yonr lordihlp a dlspoaaL — ^Wlth tbanklhl acksow 
ledgment of tho klitd sentlmenta eaprcaacd by j emr lordship 
towards mo persocaHy I hare the bonoor to be, yonr lordship*# 
most fkithfbl, Immhlo •eniiol, 

** llBTClLJt* 

Toward# the close of the month of Angtul, it became 
more and more obnoti# that diBoluticm Traj rapidljr 
npprooching An imtnbre ferrer had #et m, nwl they 
who lored him best conld harcDy desire that it sbonld not 
prore fatal, when the oltematiTe seeaned to bo a Imgenng 
death bj the hidconi procoss of extending nlcemtioii- 
There were inward warmng# which told b“m thn t his 
snffenngi were now nearly at an aid. Most of th«e 
whom he lored best ware beneath hi# roof bnt there was 
one olwent — one whom a# death approached, he earnestly 
desired to see. Thij wa# Mary then seren 

year# old — the eldest daughter of the chenahed friend end 
campamon who had followed hi# fortunes all orer the 
world. He hod been tenderly attached to the child erer 
lance her birth, and he now said to Captain TTTpjnniwm, 
who was then at Malahanger, *‘I think the terminaticm, of 
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my sufienngs imist now be close at liand I desire lo see 
Mar}^befoie it comes llitbcrto, on her account, I liaic 
demed m} self the gratification , but now — go and fetch 
her to me!” Tno da}s aftcinards slic canic Tlie 
meeting quite ovcicamc liim But he lecoicicd liis com- 
posure after a mIuIc, and the presence of the child seemed 
to comfort him She icmained at jMalsliangcr for a i\celc, 
spending much of lier time in Metcalfe’s loom, and reading 
the Scnpturcs to him cveiy da} At the end of that time 
he said to her father, “I cannot haie many days now 
to hve — ^you had better talce Mary aA\ay, that the dear 
child may not remain to u itness the e\ ent ” Before 
Captain ILgginson could return, the sufferings of the 
noble patient u ere at an end. 

This child of seven years lead God’s blessed word to 
the dying statesman, and he received the glad tidings 
of salvation as a little child lie uas a man, naturally, 
of a reserved disposition lie u as not u ont to talk much 
of thmgs that lay very near to his heart And he u as 
pre-emmently of a nature so smeere and honest that he 
shrank from anything that might appear like an ostenta- 
tion of religious feehng, the reality of which, in his self- 
questiomng humility, he might have sometimes permitted 
himself to doubt Of his habitual reverenee and his grati- 
tude to the Giver of all good gifts mcidental proof has 
already been afforded He lived in a continual state of 
thankfulness, which even the agonies of his latter days 
could not quench or dimmish But it is not thus that the 
faith of Charles I\Ietcalfe is to be described He had an 
abiding sense of the efficacy- of the atonement He rested 
all his hopes on the blood of the Lamb They uho were 
most about his person during the closing scenes of his hfe 
saw his spirit depart uithout a doubt of his acceptance 
The power of searchmg the Scriptures for himself had 



long been denied to lum Bat sistcrlj affection had 
rappbeal tbo ^Tnnt vrhicb hU failing organ* of iigbt Imd 
entailed upon him and erciy daj it Lad been Sir* 
Sro}thcfl pnnlcgc to read to lum tLoso patiages of the 
Gojpcl uliich contain the blcMcd aasnranco of forgiro- 
nc*8 througL Cbnit 3Io lljtencd to Oicm LopcfuUy 
absented revcrontlj to tbcir truth and, in the nudrt 
of all lui great tnoli denred Irom them tinspcakablo 
consolation 

Uo liad rcccired many letter*, some from fnends and 
itome from itrongcr*, dwcanting on tbo great doctrine* of 
tho Chnitian fiuth and exhorting him to ca*t evciything, 
all that tbo \VDrId can bestow or indjct npon tho most 
honoured and tho mo«t suffuiog of its inmates at the foot 
of tho Cross. Among others Daniel IVUson tho apostoho 
Bishop of Calcutta, who was then after year* of faitLAd 
eerrice, reemtmg hi* health in England, wrote him a 
letter full of brotherly lore, sottnsg forth tho great tmth co 
clearly that all clffo appeared dolneo and obecunty bemdo 
the light of hi* holy teaching A* tho TPorld Cidod away 
^beforo the Buffering man tneh token* of Icmng landnes* 
irere precious to him, though tho Icoons they contained 
might not hare been needed. Ho hnd long known the 
way and if a* the grare opened to receiTe he was 
eometnne* cheered by tho thought of the hungry whom he 
had fed the naked whom he had clothed and the house- 
less whom ho had sheltered, be did not on that account, as 
tho great change approached hjm for fuppon on hi* own 
menu 

On the 4th of September Lord Metcalfe, for the first 
time, did not leave hi* ileepuig apartment. The extreme 
dobihty of the fufferer forbade any exertion. There wa* 
littl e apparent change except m a dimnrltnnh fm to take 
the nouni hm ent offered to him. On the following morning 
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]lo^\e^el, the change "nas a cry apparent It A\as oljAious 
that he was sinking fast tJnwilhng to he rcniOAcd to liis 
hed, he sa ‘^oi llie gi eater part of the day in a clian, 
bieathuig A\ith groat diflicully In llie afternoon he sent 
foi the members of Ins lainily, laid his hands upon then 
heads as they knelt beside him, and bicalhed tlic blessing 
Avliich he could not utter Soon aften\aids he w.is con- 
APjed to his bed Foi the fust time foi }eais he seemed 
to be entirely fiec from pain IIis mind was unclouded to 
the last The serene expiession of his countenance indi- 
cated that he A\as in perfect peace The last sounds 
A\hicli reached him weic the sw'cet strains of his sistei s 
liaip, using in a hji^mn of piaise to the Great Father, into 
one of the many mansions of A\hosc house he belieA'cd that 
he w’as about to entci “ IIow' sweet those sounds arc,” he 
was heard to whispei almost A\ith his dying bieath He 
sank vei} gently to rest About 8 o’clock on the evening 
of the 5th of September, 184G, aiith a calm sweet smile on 
his long-tortuied face, Chailes Thcophilus, fiist and last 
Lord Metcalfe, lendered up his soul to his IMaker 

He w as buried in the familj'- vault of the jMetcalfes, in 
the parish chmch of 'Winkfield, near Fein Ilill He had 
often in life expressed a ivish that this should be his last 
resting-place On the 15th of Septembei Ins lemains 
Avere removed thithci for interment The fimeial Avas 
entuely a private one ^ Only the immediate membeis of 
his family, one or tivo of his executors, and ]\Ii Llartin 
A\ere present, A\hen this gieat and good man Avas laid 
in his grave 

On a marble tablet, in 'Wmldield Church, may be read 
the foUoAvmg inscription, Avnttem by one of the fiist of 
hvmg Avriters * Avho knew him, and seiwed wnth him, and 
appieciated his Avorth 

* Lord Macaulay 
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JJear Ihis ^tonc is 3!aid 

CHAELES TEEOPiriLUS, LOIU) IIETOAIFE 

X fULTEWAs T*m> EX MixT mon ro x T i jjTD D iri ' ic rLT cosjETcmiia 
jixD FocTO rquAi. to all. 

Tin: TTTmnD onniTESr DcrcrDcxcna or tub iouthu ccomr 
TTSM fTCCEBSIYELT ErTaCTTEO TO ml CiPR. 
a ECDiA nil TOBTmrDE, mi whdom, ms rpoDirr xxd ms kodepatio: 

APP UELD a BOXOCBJUILE PUESnULiXCE 
DT XEX or xixr BACE9» LAXOrAOES, AXD PtUOIOXB. 
a JAXtAIOA, ntLL COXTCHEU BT X lOCUL SETOLtmOX, 
nc C1L3CED TUC ETTL rAIJIOXI 

rrmcai Loxo turrouxo hap escexpepep rr cutr cuts, 

Axp ixjsQ DotoxATiox a axothep. 

rx CAXADA, XOT TET PCCOTEPTO rmOU TUB CALAMmES OF CIVIL WAP, 
HE RECOTCTT.ro COTTEXPDra xAcnoxi 
TO EACn O T U Ot Ajro TO TOE UOTIirm COOTTBT 
rumjo EirEzu was TTn>/iiiT unvAPP or mt ruituo ttbtce, 

OT7T TOOIB OXLT WHO E3UOTED TOB FPmiXOE Of lUI nUEXPCUZP 
COULD APTBEOUtE TUB WHOLE WOBTOOr ml OESTLB AXD XOSLE XAXUPZ 
COItLT UOXTOLEXTI 0 AltATIO AXD cmzl 

ATTXrr TTIB OKATITtUB Of XAOOXI ^litl'll rm PULED; 
nnS TABLET BEOOPOl TUB lOPPOW AID ■nTB nUDP 

wan wmcB mi kexopt u amniuiizD bt ppitate atfectiox 
^ HH WAI BOPX THE SOtII DAT OT AAXHAPT 1 85 . 

BB Dnro TBD ttm dat car 1848 

Citariea ileteolfe left bebmd him no har to lus 
but he of whom such words os these oro but the lober 
truth, ueedi not o long line of barons after him to Iceep 
alive m the mmd of posterity t£e memory of the great 
deeds which ennobled the name of Metcalfe. What he did 
—what he was — these few weighty sentences fitly record. 

I am almost tempted to odd nothing to them. It a hardty 
necsBsary after whfit I bare written to attempt on elabo- 
r»to deiQnpticm of Charles Metcalfe s f‘hnrnrt..y 
there was so much simpUaty m that rbnmii^r *h«t my 
lubtle malyiu of it would in itself constitute an untruth. 
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I trust tliat tlic most noticeable peculiarity of the man 
has been made apparent in these pages Perhaps, m no 
example of ancient or of modem tmies, is there to be found 
a, rarer combination of gentleness and power With all 
the manlier qualities of high eourage and inflexible re- 
solution which enabled him m great public affairs to 
triumph over the opposition, and to baffle the cunning of 
his enemies, he united a tenderness so womanly, a simplicity 
so childhke, and a patience and forbearance so almost 
angehc, that you could with difficulty behei’c that he had 
been exposed, from his bo3'hood, to all the indurating and 
exasperating influences of public life But the goodness of 
his heart and the honesty of his nature were proof against 
all such trials Nothing could pollute the one or corrupt 
the other From the beginning to the end of his career he 
was as free from mahgnity as he was from guile lie could 
neither hate an enemy nor deceive him 

To speak of his public and his private hfe as of things 
apart fiom each other would be difficulty if it would be 
true It is scarcely possible to separate the statesman 
from the man The wonder is, that, bemg so much a 
statesman, he found so much time to be a man, and 
that, bemg so much a man, he found so much time to 
be a statesman For neaily half a century he hved per- 
petually in the harness of public business He devoted 
himself all day and every day to the duties of his office. 
No statesman ever did so much for himself and left so httle 
to others He seemed to love labour for its o-wn sake. 
He was never satisfied unless he were gi'vmg himself up 
wholly to the pubhc service And yet, m spite of this 
negation of his individual humamty in all its private and 
domestic relations, he has left behind him so many and 
such interestmg records of his private hfe, that tlie bio- 
grapher IS contmually forgettmg the Secretary, the Eesi- 
dent, the Councillor, or the Governor, of whom it is his 
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dnty to mitc It wqj taid of him, that it xms maircllims 
to think of tho nmonnt of buBtncss which ho porfonni*d 
with hlj own head and hu own hand Bat it was rtHl 
inoro marrcUoTUt that, doing ao mhdi bnnness with his own 
hood and hii own liand ho »tni found so much time for tho 
eicroisQ of the heart. 

Although there was nothing inoro striking in the cha- 
racter of Charles Mctcalfo than tho mro union of tho 
qnahtioi which make tho •ucccssfol statesman and tho 
loTcoblo fnond ho had omnj fine indindtial qualities in 
noticeable orecss. Of some of th«o I have already spoken 
— of Hs honesty his directness of purpose of hij lovo of 
trnth and justioe — when summing up the charactenstics of 
his Indian career It was m later life that lus extra 
ordinary conmgo was manifcstod to the greatest odnintagc. 
Of his moral brarcry no small portion of these rolumcs is 
ouo great illustration Of his physical courage tho won 
derfed composoro with which he submitted to the most 
excmoiatiag aurgionl operadons and the imcoiDphuning 
fortitude with which bo bore up against the continued 
action of the most gnerous pom, are proo6 almost without 
a parallel in the history of human sufienng IBs extremo 
coolness nnder sndden and inmmcnt pcnl was as remark 
able as his great powers of endurance.* ^lOthlng could 
disturb his self possession or weaken the habitual command 
which he exercised over the ordinary passions of humanity 
Nothing over seemed to startle or to betray him mto any 
tiulden excesses of which he had afterwardj reason to re- 
pent. In the most difHcult and alarming conjnnctnres his 

On one occjuloQ, when sitting after dinner with hii 
in Jimolca, a ihock of an eortbqaaks was ftdt, so se Twe os to 
throw down the dficanten on the table. Amidst tbe general alann 
created bj this oonTulilon of nature remained nmDOved. 

“ Mj good fellow " he sold calmly to his iccretary with the jdacld 
smile, which was seldom absent, atm tipon his fiicc, “doot bo 
olaimed. It only on earthquake.” 
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courage pic-einincnlly a'^seitccl ilscU', and 30!, as I li.uc 
bald, i\ith all tins manliness of cliaraclcr, he united the 
gentleness ol a A\oinan and the siniplicit}’' ol a child 

Ills exalted sense of public dul) is as a put of his 
geneial nnsclfiphness of chancier It A\as this nnselfish- 
ness, ^\hlch, ^^lulstlt rendered himself so lo\ cable m pri- 
aatc life, caused him at all times to disicgard his o’wn case 
and comfort, liis health, and c\cn life itself,, ■whenever the 
inteiests of the Stale lequiiod that lie should make the 
sacrifice lie •was not -without ambition , but it ivas a 
noble ambition to scr\e his countrjq to do good t<) his 
fellows, and to set an example to mankind He never 
condescended to aii}’^ of the common arts by which man}'- 
men acquire high station, but pursued his unostentatious 
career without e^el soliciting the favour of the gieat or 
courting the applause of the vulgar The steps b}-- w'hich 
he rose to greatness w ere patent to the wdiole -w orld He 
neier mtngued himself, and was never the object of an 
mtngue Place and power sought him without the aid 
of Part}'- The biographei, when he approaches those 
epochs of Charles Lletcalfe’s life when the Chief-i\ 4 inister, 
now of one party, now of another, bestow's ujJun him two 
of the highest offices under the Croi.n, finds that he has 
nothmg to conceal and veiy httle to record A brief note 
or a verbal message, unsought and unexpected, twice 
brought hletcalfe from his retirement and made him the 
lailer of a great colony The simphcity of these trans- 
actions was in umson with the general simplicity of his 
character What A\as honestly offered he honestly ac- 
cepted There was no -undei-cunent of motive on either 
side He met with some eager opponents, whose pohey it 
was to lower his character m the estimation of his fellows , 
but neither the mahgnancy noi the ciaft of Party ever 
styled him an adventiuer 

His self-reliance was extreme. He desired to sjiare -wnth 
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othan neither the labonr nor the responjibflity of office. 
It TTua not in his natoro to ihrmk fknn gnstainiag ainglo- 
handed a conflict with any confederacy of opponentt Yet, 
howcTcr iorely ho may hare boon beset, ho ncrer resorted 
to a tnck or demeaned himself by a robtcrfiige. Ho was 
abore all ihifts and expcdienta. His hones^ was of so 
fine a temper, that what other men regarded as the nghtfbl 
weapons of telf-defenco, ho flnng away as unworthy of his 
employment Trosting always to a good cause and a stoat 
heart, bo tcomed to take adrantaga of an enemy and it 
was said of him that his faimeas was so extreme, that if bis 
odTersory made a falso stop, be would rather help him to 
Tight himself than prodt by his er ror This mode Tum, as 
I htTO before said a very bad tactician and men who 
did not nnderstaad hit chometer, and could sot appreciate 
the refinement of hli honesty, fomotunes otbributed to ob* 
tusencss of apprehension what was the growth of the purest 
lore of truth and the most dehcatc sense of honour * 

* One who knew Metcalfb veD, cad wfaon opinkcoj are estUled 
to all rcfpcct, la a brief tketdi, w ri tten since tbo prohllcatlan of 
tMi wodt, oAn on empbatJo coDusent op the fpotlesa inlesrity 
of hii Tbe entire aWtirh rialirn liwrHiit ^ 

** Metcalfe doaed the lift of Indian ttalesma to wboza ire owe 
tbe eftabllahment of oar Eaatcm Empire, — CUre, Hastliist, 
■\7cflaile7' MoCcalfe. Uli mind wna onhiaitly coortractlTe. P* 
was the wise master bonder wbo laid IbondatloD, and 
■TWhpT class of vtitexmea buDdeth thereon. He was tbe last 
of the foKxden cif oar TivTtm Empire, as Lord Bcntlnck 

was the flnt of the new order of statesmen, whoso special p r l iii4pTft 
It Is to boHd on that fbendatton a itnictTiTe wMch will be to tbe 
ererisstlnc bdtflt and honour of TtmTT> md •Rngtjnil vu 

his peculiar clsim to pobUe gratltade; but ft was also a great 
merit to htm, that when the now ta of ImproreiDwt commatced, 
towards the close of his esreer he ccn^allj' lecogniKd and 
adopted natlre edneathn, freedom of dlscn—lnr>^ tnd other more- 
mats tn adrance of that desodpthao. I well recollect wba 
ws cofomepced our efftirts for Instnictfaig fbe natfraa la the 
lUcrariireuid sdace of Europe, on a comprebaifTe plan, 1 awaited 
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The strong common, sense ■whach has been so often de- 
Ecnbed as the great staple of his intellectual character, was 
a common sense of a pecuhar order The very reverse of 
that lawyer-hke sagacity which so often usurps the name, 
it was distingmshed by nothmg so much as a clear per- 
ception of the essential features of the busmess before him, 
and a habit of stnppmg every question of external incum- 
brances and distractions, and gomg directly to the very 
core of his subject It has been already said of his Indian 
State-papers that there was a massive simphcity about 
them, and the same description may be apphed with equal 
fidehty to his Colomal despatches A large number of 
these are simple narratives, remarkable for the clearness 
with which the story is told, and the ease with which im- 
portant opimons are conveyed through this p l a i n historical 
medium He seldom paused to theonse or to speculate. 
He was emmently a practical man , and he knew the value 

the atmotmcement of Metcalfe’s opinion with considerable trepida- 
tion, and was not less surprised than gratified at finding him take 
a decided hue in our favour The impression I received at the 
time was, that if it had belonged to his age and position to take 
the imtiative, he would have been as active as any of us, and I 
admired the hberal dismterested feeling which mduced him to 
countenance and protect an undertakmg, of which he could only 
see the commencement He had another claim upon our admi- 
ration, to which I must aUude, because I myself have been comforted 
and supported by it m a time of danger and pei^lexity ‘Incor- 
rupta fides’ is truly said to be ‘justitim soror,’ and justice is the 
tenure by which we hold our Indian Empira Now, what man set 
the example of spotless mtegnty from an earlier period, more 
emin ently or more consistently than Metcalfe? I feel tins so 
strongly (and I have had more than usual opportumties of 
judging), that I should set this above all his other excellent 
quahties ” 

I may mention, I believe without offence, that this was written 
by Sir Charles Trevelyan, to a friend who was wntmg a renew 
of the present work m the Edinburgh Eeview, where the above 
passage will be found (No 207, page 176 ) 

'Q 2 
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of time too Tvell to cmboiTOS* a Colonial SDnotor mtli 
di^cnssion* on abstract qocations and clabotato expositions 
of opinion* which might never bo enforced* 

Ho TTQi not freo from failings and weaknesses but they 
wero those only of noble minds a^ of kindly natorcs 
Ills foUingi “leaned to virtue a sido,” and thcro was a 
certain strength m his weakness It was imputed to him 
that he was “ open to flattery, and over-oager to servo his 
Ihenda In both cases if he erred hit alFcctionato disposi- 
tion betrayed him mto the error Ho dehghted in the 
approbation of the fnmtlmr friends by whom he was 
surrounded, bchcving it to be on evidence of their attach 
tnont and he was never ashamed of avowing that ho 
ctfvetcd “ tbo Icrro and good opinion of his fellow men,"^ 
TTi* friendship was of a chajmeter that oonld not satisfy 
Itself unless it coofemd sahstantial benefits upon the object 
of It. How ready he was to do this, from hu own private 
resoa r ecs oH can testify •mlh wbenn be was assocaated.'t 

Bee CbiciKloD • chancier of I<rrd FaSdand, the Ibnawinff 
pasn^e tn vhlcb has been befbro sppQod to I^ord He 

•was vooderfnnj belored by all who knew hhn. Of a irlt so play 
fal, and a notore so opes, tbai aotfahig could be more Wrdy t of 
such general knovled^ that be wms oot ualnbznoed la anything 
— yet of nu^ an excestlre bomnity as if be bpd known ncFthioti 

of laindtsblfl checrfolnsu ukddellgbtln coDTCmtkmi ofaflowi^ 

and obllglag bnmanlty and goodnesa to manlclndj and of a prlml- 
tlre flmpOdcy aad integrity of llf^ He wij a p t f so o rnperior to 
all those paiiicmi and oActlocs which attend rulgar and was 
guilty of DO other ambition ilmn that of knowledge, and of the 
lore and good opfnian of his fellow mai; and that marl., him a 
amteonter of tboae arts which mostbeladnlgedlnthetranncthms 
of bnman albln.” 

f It has bed ibown that haring q^poioted Captain Hlgglnsoo 
to his prhmte staff at Canada, the salary being SOOL a year be 
oflhred to add to it I OOOl a year fiom Ms prlrate pnr s e. A 
member ofhls atafftn India, Ibjor D. Btnkta, being cecasitated 
to proceed to Fw giand ibr the benefit of Ms bfj th, Sir Charles 
IXirtralft insisted npon Ms taking with hifr\ ta tm Unwind letter of 
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But if unlnnitc-<l piantc’ wciltli li ul tiLoii nt liis di-'po'-al, 
]ic would fiill hue do'-irod to place il lu tin. powei ol Iii<; 
fiiindb to nd\‘mcc tliciu^cUo*; bj tlicu own c\< Uions m tlu; 
public sonice He was wont to ‘-a), tint if lie pioniotcd 
}oung and comp uwtuely untried men, lie Knew tlicir 
<ju iliiications foi oflice, and felt more confidtnee in tlicni 
than in Mraiigois of longer experience or Inglici leptilc, 
and I do not know an in>tauc(\in winch the rciult did not 
justify his expect itions 

Still, if It be admitted that the I?omnn licrohm which 
sustained him in nii} saciifice of self to the public sen ice 
was not exercised with ccpial seventy when the Welfare of 
his fneuds was at stake, and if it be added that no moie 
grie\on3 imputation than this has c\cr been biougliT 
igainst him, 1 am not muc that the admission will not 
iiitlior enhance than impair the be nit} ofChailcs i\Ielcalfe’s 
characlci In the Jargeiie'-s and the o\ci/low of lim 
anections there was something so engaging, that even tho 
weaknesses into which it may Iiave betrayed liim are not 
to be contemplated without a feeling of admiration The 
“ iich loving-kmdness rcdnndautly kind,” w’lucli dis- 
tinguished him abo\G all othei examples with which I am 
acquainted, was continually exercising itself in deeds of the 
gentlest condescension and the purest chauty, and they 
w'bo appioachcd him the most ncaily, who lived in the 
most famihar intei course W'lth him, and weie admitted tho- 
most intimately ivithm the iniluencc of the habitual tender- 
ness of his nature and playfulness of his spirit, Avere those- 
not only to lavish upon him the truest Ioa e, but to regard 
him Avith the most geumne admiration 

credit (Avliicli Avas not used) on his London agents It should he 
added, that m more than one instance, Avhen solicited to exert his 
influence to obtain for a friend’s son an appomtnient in the Com- 
pany’s service, he has sent the applicant money to purchase a 
commission m the royal army 
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Tlicro have been many more bnlliant men thin Chnrlc* 
Metcalfe, and many more profound. Slany have possessed 
n larp;er knowledge of men and booki. Many hare been 
more inumatcly ocquaintcd with principles of gorenimcnt 
and theories of legislation, and better skilled in the art of 
ditplftying thcir knowledge to the world. But there ore 
few examples on record of men In whom the finest moral 
quahties ^vo been united with so healthy an mteUect— so 
Bound an understanding And I do not depreciate hu 
abihty as a statesman, when I say — knowing how much 
the vahio of the great lesson contained m the history of his 
career is enhanced by the saying — that hij intellectnal 
qualities alone would nemr hare obtained for him the high 
rank which ho is destined to take among his cotemponmes 
of the nineteenth century As long ns tbU example u 
before the world, it will appear to the honour of our 
country, that the highest distinction may be gamed with 
out the aid of party, without the aid of personal infinenoe, 
without resort to any unworthy means of advancement, 
without the lenst compronuso of independence, without 
even the possession of hrilhant talents or the achievement 
of any striking acts — but simply by a life of nnostentations 
service to the State, eren In a distant dependency of the 
Crown, fervuntly conscientiously, nnroiuttmgly rendered, 
in humble reliance on, and m contmued thankfulness to, 
the Almighty' — m a word, ly such public virtue as 
Aistinguished the career of CHaimu Tir mwm .ra Metcilfe. 
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coKuispoxDi xci. n rrn dh goodall 

[IT VMsr. introduced in tlic fir'-t clmplcr of tliii \olumc n 
letter to Sir Clnrles IMetcalfc from Ins old preceptor Dr 
GocHlall, I cannot rcM-^t the temptation to gi\c n few more brief 
packages from the \cncrahlc Provost's letters to his jonng 
friend It seems that the II}dcrabad llcodcnt had been 
indulging Ins characteristic Kindnc's and libcralit} by sending 
home, from time to time, not only handsome Indian shawls and 
scarfs for ]Mrs Goodall, hut man} a altmhle contributions to the 
Provost’s cabinet of cunositics Many of the letters preserved 
by the recipient were indited m acknowledgment of these gifts 
They arc written in a pleasant, playful strain of assumed 
pedantry and bombast ; the genial nature of the man breaking 
out m every sentence Doubtless, it was not the least of 
[Metcalfe's compensations, among the many tnals of his official 
life, to receive these kindly greetings from Alma il/oi'er, and ta 
know that he imparted the same linppincss that be received 
“ Of all the rewards that crown tuition,” WTotc the old Eton, 
tutor to the Hyderabad Eesidcnt, “ that which your partial 
affectioH has from time to time bestowed on me, by reverting to 
days that are long since past, though evidently not swallowed 
up in the gulf of ohbvion, is, beyond all comparison, most 
grateful to tlie feelings” lam afraid that gratitude towards 
the trainers of our youth is a plant of no common growth We 
remember their manual dextentj long after anything else 
But that it was not so with Metcalfe, how pleasantly such an 
acknowledgment as this hears witness The passage is as 
characteristic of the recipient as of the writer of the letter] 

“ Mrs Goodall has, I know, written to thank yon for yonr most 
magnificent present, which I can assure you I found not the least 
difficulty m persuadmg her to accept Turkeys and climes— 
hares and pheasants — Stilton and Cottenham cheeses, hide your 
diminished heads, nor dare to vie with the prmcely'magnificence 
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of an Orientfll donor I ifj dear Metcalfe 700 ninst nerer Lopo 
to bo aHe to rctom to England with laclci and lacks tmlMS 70a 
chock TOOT egocTo m spirit, and praetko a UttlowbolewnK; still In 
the ictaice of aritbmtik:. 6nn»o*o that tho genius of old ITcxter 
was embodied In tbo form of a Pundit, and proposed for toot 
coDsldcmtlTO the toQowlBg problem > — If from ft tnodwate sum, 
70Q take ftwa7 a great deal, proportlocallj speaking how many 
jears kogor will elapse before 70a can amnnnlato the reipilrcil 
prodoctf IVork this b7 a and b e — rf -j- 4 and state the 
preboble rcsnlt Wero fllnrahiatcd Persian Msk as csuQx picked 
Bp at DMec* (I bow with doe anbrnlnlon to niy OTthogTmph7 
meodcr), or Ispohan (spdt areftate/ for the wont of Instruction) 
as ftri7 Dbraces and itrij Ptele Qiwd • in the plaTing fields or 
at the steps near the shirking wbUs, I would 107 Wdeome, tbon 
ornament to my study tltougb I do not understand 700 , 1 can at 
least, do as dilldreQ do, and admlro thopktuTosi If yon wHl 
go on practising the mlo of eubtraetb^ instead of ad^g and 
muldplying — bow shall I flnlsh my sentence T 1 wfU only soy 
that yon gire too nnmltkoit proof that the grs j o and em pen! 
hu not cankered yonr mbki- I shall howerer fed It to my 
doty not to attempt to read yoor predons testimony of yemr 
kind regerd, tID 1 con hare yen at my dbow Tlai>embcr it was 
yrra who first pot me oct of conceit with Oriental lite r a tu re In 
the first acceptable though flattering letter which yon sent me 
tiom your norercal ojuntry For that India Is only rlewtd by 
■you as a ctep-dame (whlda norue Tooke, a better grammarian 
■ 4 han citlxai, will teH you Is a corruption of stead — or sted — dame), 
is tolerably erWeiil from the whole tenor and compleiion of yemr 
betters. 

[In the mmfi letter the worthy doctor write* pleasantly of 
<be coochologicil distemper that had brokesi out npon him, 
nod beseeches the Nabob to mod him a few thells from the 
Orrental world ] 

" At fifty -ait a man may be Indulged with a hobby 1 and what 
nag do you tmagloe that I hare nxnmted F Orimtol Utentnre I 
hare dlsclalmedi fflmrods p ro j i f u rfH^ are not mine. To the 
Uack- 4 ettered BOtUomaidaca I own no ^owihlp. My Ihnba an 
not supple enough to become an actlrn Lepidopterlst. I adorn 
my garden and my grem-house In moderation ; but my rage Is an 

* lletcahb always spelt the n«™w ©f the tmp ^T t n] city ■ Dlhlee.'* 
I am afraid that I hare not retained hta ortlugrmphy croi in bis 
own tetten, but hart baibansed It into "Delhi.” 
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nicuimihtion of ttrlnm iiiu<Iificatu>ns of tiloamms nnltcr, gene- 
rally known In tlic mine «1 fliclli Noir, t-hould jou In jour 
Irucls clnnce to liglit nimn tin ot the ttslnccons gentry wlio 
in!) ibif tlie wrattrs of tlic CT>tcrn rnm, and can, tviilioul expense 
or difiieultx, put l)j n few of tlicin, in a small wafer-box, marking 
their hibunts, if jou can a'^cirlatn them, let tlieni tratcl xvith 
your Inggige on jour return, and put them into inj hands at the 
Lodge, 'lin*: do, and I will ^aj I cordiallj* thank jou ” 

[This letter tvns written avlicn Charles Jlctcnlfe tvas at 
Delhi He was at Jljderabad wlien the following reached 
liini It alludes to the Dton dinners which he had given a 
jear before in Cdcutta, and shows that he had made a con- 
scription of the desired “ testaceous gentrj ”] 

“CVoistirs, Wuuhor, Feb Jl, 1S21 — Not woo ‘coj ISfathcsis ’’ 
What’ did no cur\cd sjlph, no Inangulir gnome, whisper or 
bellow on the hanks of the Gunga, th.it Lefo^TC, an Etonian, was 
the senior wrangler of his jear? "Were I not on the hill (not 
quite so high as Ilinialata,) and couseqncntlj" not able to 
examine mj Etonian notices, winch I liate left in the tallcj, I 
could probablj' add three or four names, at least, enrolled among 
the w r inglcrs of the last t\ o or three j ears Yon must, there- 
fore, at the next aunn ersarj- (Jhc kat i^o\i))’') make the amende 
honorable hj^ dnnlang the health of two Etonians, whose mathe- 
matical pre-eminence is recorded m the tripos of their respective 
j ears, ncrscliel and Lefevre You need not mention that Herschel 
left us m the lower scliool I was qmte delighted at your patnotic 
estahhsliment, and did I know the day of celebration, I would at 
least he with jou m spirit, arlien Florcat Etona is ‘ hipped' with 
lliree times three The report of your filial attachment to our 
common mother gladdened the heni t of a septuagenary at one of 
our puhhc days, who, with tears m his eyes, though not without a 
little Oriental amplification, declared that thirty j'cnrs ago, at a 
similar meetmg, the same pious words were echoed witli such 
appalling rev erherations, that all the crocodiles m the neighbour- 
hood, smitten with terror, plunged themselves mto the sacred 
stream Should it so happen that the old fellow’s health, of 
whom you speak, should ever again he drunk m your alcoves, 
have the goodness to express his grateful acknowledgment of 
their kmd partiahty to tlie assembled Etonians of the day, from 
the venerable Leycester (by-the-hye, are you sure that he is 
j^cleped George ? if ho be the ‘ Scagger’ I wot of he •bore another 
name of yore) to the youngest ‘sage’ of the company I need 



not aj’ idtli irlmt plcnntre ire ■lull enrol ia onr cUmlojroe tn;’ 
booki with which the ■Ccctloneto rememhrmnee of oar lodU o 
m* y eorich ttt. Yoor kind brother hu ■Ircnd/ faralihed 
ns with the flnt *lcpi of knowledge to cnthlo os to bcanuo 
■pprcnUcei to msndarfni, or what not, by pr acn thig ns with »I1 
tint is pnbn^bcd of tbo Chloeto dlctlonarT’ It wIH m arcoTOf 
(ire me ■ddlttoml y4o(unre to renew tnj ecqiitlntiUKO with ■ 
papa who gtre rneb filr irromlse of ftatnro atulnacnts u Trant 
did io Duny yean ago. Bln. Goodoll l)Cgs mo to ■ajr that 
thoeghsheUu loos rinco nmdoaror her collection of koIs to some 
of my wWirn*, aho bu stored In her choicest cabinet of cariosities 
the two iCBls which yon haro so Usdiy transmitted to her and 
that sho most heartily thanks tho administrator of the empire the 
mkr of tho country the attached Lord C. T BL, tho hciro» tho 
|kiiT of war adding that, Ihoagh yimr godlatbcr the King of 
DQueo (poor simple sonl os I am, to think that I coold speU the 
w o r d ), may hare fitren n little flourish of Oriental hyperbole, 
there la, as the kans from aotbentic loiiTce^ a amstderable 
portion of fundamental troth. She deairtd mo further to aay 
that aware as she it of the dUDcolty of pncniing the aeals to 
whkh you refor ( oapedally as she has dismounted from her 
andeat hobby these words I am answmable fbr] she Is most 
tmwllllag to trespass either on your time or klmlDess on that 
"Tou win alr^y hare conduded that your kind coooboloBlxail 
preaeot nerar reached me. Whnthcr they retumed to 
natire ocean, were purkilnod by a Triton in their passage, or 
whkh is more probable, were Intacepted st tho Custom TTi^^ Is 
a problan whkii I win not attempt to aolm At all crenti, I 
nrost tendff you my most hearty Uumki for the trouLlo (and not 
only the torablo) of collecting far me what I doubt not would 
hare prored aome of the ohoiceat gems of my cabinet A similar 
fiappeintmeat has belUlai me with respect to a lew ahdls whkh 
your brother forwarded to me from Cogtiwi . When I hm>l the 
pleasure of seeing him at £tan, he hnagloed that they were 
reoorenhle, hut h a s, 1 bellere, Once dlscoTcmd they 
all aeaich. I am not without hopes we jTtTI ihortly hare 
the pleasure of aeeliig him again at Eton (his former was a mere 
flying tIbU), as I hare reason to thInV that he win in the comae 
of next month redeem his pledgn. 'Hie last account I recelTed 
of Ms health was much more favoorahlei and, Indeed, when I 
met him in town, about two mmitlim ■tnnp^ be In groat 
measure recerered his looks. Uay tho Ahnlghty grant that ho 
may be perfboUy couraleacent befbre he leares his nattre shores! 
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I will not give my consent for bis departure till his physicians say 
lie may go in perfect confidence of not suffering by his voyage, or 
future residence at Canton 

“ ifext week I close my sivty-first year, m a better state of 
health than from the sedentary life I have led I could possibly 
expect, and, thanks he to God, I have hitherto felt only the 
gradual approaches of old age. I can read fiom mormng to mght 
with untired eyes , I can enjoy the society of my friends, young 
as V ell as old, and, on particular occasions, can walk fifteen or 
sixteen miles, provided I am by the sea-sidc — e g , I walked last 
June from "Worthing to Little Hampton and back agam between 
breakfast and dinner, with no other bad consequence than the 
entire loss of the skm of my face, v hich peeled off m due time 
I do not read quite so much Greek as formerly, but I have lately 
attempted to learn Hebrew and Spanish ily progress m the 
former language is slow Lfy master, though a good grammarian, 
has not the best method of teachmg I at first suspected the 
scholar to be m famt, but I must only plead parcel guilty, as I 
understand that my fellow-scholars agree with me in the opmion 
which I have formed of my mstructor, for vrhom I have a great 
respect H you wish to know m what part of the school I am, 
know by these presents, that I am in the second form in Hebrew, 
and m the fourth m Spamsh Apropos of my master, he was 
travellmg to town m the Windsor and Eton stage, when a talka- 
tive solicitor of the neighbourhood havmg entered rather warmly 
mto some discussion with him, wished him to reconsider some- 
thmg he had advanced, and concluded his speech by adjurmg 
him to do so, as he was an Enghshman and a Christian ‘ Sir/ 
says his antagomst, with the most perfect phlegm, ‘I am an 
Itahan Jew ’ ” 

[The next letter, written m the same year, from the “ Lodge, 
Eton Cloisters,” acknowledges the receipt of the desired pabu- 
lum for the Provost’s hobby-horse, but only after the wonted 
desecrations of the Custom-house ] 

“ I must now beg your Excellency to accept Mrs Goodall’s and 
my grateful acknowledgments for your voluminous and magm- 
ficent present, which contamed many very beautiful and mter- 
estmg specimens, the greater part of which arrived safe and 
entire, but the carelessness of the good people of the Custom- 
house bad repacked the more fragile bivalves with such total 
disregard of the danger to which them new position gxposed them, 
that they were shattered mto fragments Only one of the 



4C0 


ArrrxpnL 


mictrr a bcantlful totiHr T»liIto lilrolrc ctcaped tmlnJawL 
Even the nantHl, whkh ore not of ao fr»n a natnre, vert curtailed 
of their £ilr proportlom bj- the clurajlncaa of the rcpocktrt. ITie 
proportion, howeref of the damapod ihellj ttm not moro than 
that of one to clertni the rcat arrirtil la undlmlnljhed beairtT 
AboTO four parti of tho whole weto recent ihclli and. Indeed, 
almost an of tho nwro tcarco apedci Sotno of the toon com* 
moo tinda had parted with thdr Inhahltanti before thej* wero 
coUectedj but fbrtunatolj my caWnrt wni already prorldcd wiUi 
tbeao aorta. One tpecica, which Ij partlcnlarlr llabJo to InJmT 
and ii considered M a moro acarcc ibelT, eacaped mischief alto- 
pethcri It is ycleped ITeiLt Ilirmoslonja. Tour bounty has 
mnltlpUcd my unique qvoclmcn Into fire. lira. Qoodall means to 
drets up one cose from your present entirely and to hnptlao It by 
the appcUatlTe Uetculfcan. And now acohl yon I must not 
fbr it would bo hypocrisy to aay that I was not delighted with tire 
totality of your mrmlflwocej hot I cannot refrain from obaming 
that had I ezitertalaed tho most distant Idea of the euanuoui 
expeuae to which my r eq ue st wnold haru eipoatd you, 1 ihonJd 
sorer hare made IC lly pedtioo was for pieces of bma, asd 
you hare maeted Jupiter rturloa and ihowmd dows gold on 
me. I begged for a ftw Inhahltanta of tout rirtta, and you hare 
tranamlcted me, tn profaiioe tho spollj of the ocean. 

** And so you will no longer predde ol the Eachtior s ball In 
your fall court dress, nor ceId>rato our Alma Alater at the next 
Calcutta umlvcisury Etonlaua must he ro <r atta at Hydaahnd, 
which place, bowercr If U has any tnst^ most surely Gofctwifa 
liUatzas a»dii. Many many thanha to you for your kind oflbr 
At prcj qit I know no Ilyderahndlan or Golcoodist whom I am 
desirouj to reoo em rend to your protection | but should I hercafler 
arall mysdf of your pertnlarton. be aarored that I wHl not abuse 
It by recom mending any care of whom I cannot confidently «y 
iScT^ hdpreyu Aaac etyirtm mds icnoa Jlay you eiperiaice 
in your nrw situation all the pleasure and adTintafes whldi you 
hare pictured in your imagination 1 Hay you proceed in your 
career with gentle galea, and under a sertaw sky la thefaH a^Joy 
mart of the frirniiship of that drcle which you hare selected 1 • 

pn a grarrer strain Is the following, written at a eomewiiat 
later perwd. In reply to one of Metealfe • letters from Hydar 
abad, expatiating cm the beneftta TThkh bo hoped would result 
from his sopfrmtepdeitee of tiia administration of the Nliamfl 
territorret.] 
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“ Tlie picture lucli you drair of your situation and of the 
means of doing so much and so essential good, is delightful The 
passions, prejudices, and interests of imters distort to sudi a 
degree the character of the people of the East, tliat it is a matter 
of the greatest difiBculty to reduce one’s opimon of the inhahitants 
of different districts to any one general standard, or, perhaps, I 
should speak more correctly ivere I to say, to form a just opimon 
of any What has ahvays appeared to me to he the greatest ob- 
stacle to the happiness of the subjects of native princes is the 
danger of their considermg too gentle a government as mdicative 
of fear on the part of their rulers, and consequently if, as seems to 
be the case, they are of a restless and imqmet spirit, there is further 
danger of their being influenced by some master-mover of their 
ivorst passions to attempt some rash scheme, -which n ould be more 
likely to subv ert than to secure their happiness I have heard it 
agam and again asserted that they must be driven, for they -mil 
not be led, but I have often thought that though this may be 
almost strictly true -with respect to their native rulers, stiU, under 
that imiversally admitted opimon of European supenority and the 
acknoTvledged meffiicacy of resistance to European power, there 
can be no reason to doubt tliat the vigilant protection of the 
resident authorities, armed as they are with the means of enforcmg 
obedience to their regulations, may, where there is a due mixture 
of gentleness and sei enty, counteract the evil designs of the tur- 
bulent, and, to a great degree at least, improve the general situa- 
tion of the whole population 

“ It has been the result of all my reflection on the much-agitated 
question of the probability of mtroducmg Christiamty among the 
Hin doos, that the only practicable mode of conversion is the 
gradual weanmg them from their absurd notions by opemng to 
them every possible source of rational information , and that this 
most desirable end can only be effected by mildness and gentle 
persuasion, strengthened by that most powerful of all mfluences 
— the influence of example, the pure hv es of those who labour for 
their conversion But I am travelhng out beyond the record, I 
am addressmg the redresser of pohtical evils, not the missionary 
All I meant to say is, that I am fully convmced that your suc- 
cessful labours must promote, m a great degree, the more impor- 
tant concern of rehgious improvement, — gradually, perhaps, but 
not therefore less certamly With the mcrease of the IsTizam’s 
revenue, the mcrease of his subjects’ worldly happmess, I -will 
hope that the chances of extendmg the great, the glorious work of 
the propagation of the Gospel will, to say the legist, be greatly 
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fikdlitatcdt aiwl wbatcrtr fatsro aanalhtj ma^ rec or d or itot re> 
cord, I trort that tmcm^ the natloni on Thom 70a chower neb 
importimt bkflings, 

‘^Semper hone*, nometnino tnom, laadt^tu maiKbast. 

It U dcDgbtfdl to hara rocli bcnounibJc motirc* for idf jmttila 
tloo, and jtjq cannot drow on it rarer honk ftr happhrcB than 
from tbo cooKtormco of not only rocanlng hot doing wrlL Trt, 
■tm I bmiBUi nature Is on tbo rrbolo trt Tj ir b ero to fkr the iaiirtv 
that the great maw of mankind are aelf Intcmted and nagntefhl. 
In the mldft of tbooo vbom joa taboor to benefit wfth all your 
heart, tTifh all jour taul and with all your atrength, yon will find 
a plcntlftil crop of thcao abominable tarca, and yea win perhapa 
bare to r egr et that the hopes of your harrest art ultimately 
destroyed. Bet, Uu wujgjraptut Ma/yonctmtlncetoiiioaecat® 
yocr ttitftJ and patriotic ciTortt without crpcrienciDg any cf tboft 
drawbooki whkh a croaking prophet of otH may netdlesily caD op 
to the imagliiation.* 

{There woa, indeed, " a plenlxfol cop of these ahomlnahlo 
tarejs* and they were growing op in nnk loronanct when 
^etealfp reeured tbu bcoaUf^ letter end reecigTiiaed in Hs 
inmoft uol the troth of these propbede uUennees of hh old 
preceptor] 


THE PALL OP BHUBTPOEE. 

(Pfcge45) 

i/iXD auHhari' to am rnasT.Tj mrcajjx. 

CalntHOf JaMnttrft9 ISM, 

Mr imaB Si* CH i ar i n a, — At two o clock thu mrimlng thg 
Bhnrtpore lettera wwe pat Into my handa, and h was with 
pecalmr m twf i rAlon that amongrt them I tdmowlcdgcd om in 
your handwriting 

Nothing, indeed, con have been more complete your 
sneoe* nor am I aware that there » anything wanting to giro 
to the capture of Bhortpore a pre-emment place amongst 
pollbcal and mflitaiy erents in the hietoty of litdia. 

Ihat In ttndgrtal d t ^ this great aehleTemciit I was principally 
l ofi nen c ed tiy jxmr advice, I ahaB readily acknowledge. Toa 
would bare shared the di^race of ftflnre, and mn«t, there&re, 
be admitted to,the bononrs of the tdomph. 

That the poli^ which dictated the measure was sound I 
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doubt not "we sball have abundant proof, but this leads me to 
observe to you, that even -vNutbout the transcendent lustre of 
Bhurtporel have for some time past been cheered by a bnghter 
prospect than I had before enjoyed m lookmg towards the 
Upper Provinces 

Interspersed -with your despatches relating to Doorjun Saul, 
•we have received from you several ad^ erting to other powers 
■within your political junsdiction and control, especially Jye- 
pore, •which have given me full reason to think that the 
influence of your judgment alone, without the aid of a power- 
ful army, would have placed our relations with neighbounng 
states on a more secure and advantageous footmg than it has 
yet been my lot to -witness 

It has been a source, I assure you, of no httle pride and 
satisfaction to me to find that the pencil observations which I 
have usually made in the margin of the despatches of your 
subordinate agents have umversally, I may say, been in umson 
■with your ovnx sentiments, as expressed m the copies of your 
rephes 

You have closed your letter to me -with a little deviation, 
and one which I see proceeds from your heart, from the usual 
termmating phrase I will follow your example, and will tell 
you that I remain, ■with gratitude for your past services, and 
with the fullest confidence in those which are to come, 

My dear Sir Charles, 

Tour faithful and obedient servant, 

Amhekst 

The mterest which you manifest m the safety of my son is 
not lost either upon Lady Amherst or myself — A 


THE CIVIL DUTIES OF THE D ELHI EESEDENCY. 
(Page 46 ) 

TO sra C T METCAIiEE, BAKT^ 

Eesident and Commissioner at Delhi, and Agent to the Gover- 
nor-General for the States of Eajpootana 

Council Chamber, September 1 , 1825 . 
Sra, — With reference to the communication made to you 
from the Pohtical Department under date the^20th of May 



ltst( I un directed by the ironourablo the Gotctdot 

Genend in Conncil to trtotfndt to you tor yofli Information the 
irabjohxd copy oft Hcwlntkm this.day pooed by QovenuDcnt, 
on the rabj^ of the Hcvcnoo llanagcmcnt of the 
PfOTincci aod of the tcrrftory of Delhi 

I hare the bononr to be, Sir 

lour moft obedient pcmnt, 

IIotT iiicnnare, 
Secretary to the Govemment. 

UMumoa 

1 ’With reference to tho Kcaoloiioo • pawed In the PoCtJcil 
Department relative to the fhturc Tninngcmcnt of the Delhi 
territory hk Lorddilp m Coondl ia pleaded to paw the foDow- 
ing Tlnwlotioai In regard to the Board of HcTemie Ibr the 
"U eftem ProrlneeB. 

2. The authority of that Board ■'prithin the Delhi terntoiy 
rrill ecaw from the date on which Sir ChaHea Metealfe may 
xTitn^ charge of hk office. The sphere of their jnrkdirtion, 
embiamg the eolicctonhipe and tub-eoUcctonhlpi noted in 
the margin | it appears to be obviorisly desirable that their 
head*quArtcn should be dxed at somo central place wUhm that 
jonsdietlorL The Gorcmor-General in Coondl k dkposed to 
think that Baredly vroold be the most appropriate station. But 
before coming to any final reaoIntloD, bJs Lordahip m Coondl 
u dedreras of receiriog a eomniijiiicaticip flom the Board of 
their sentuDcnU on the tobjecL 

8. "When the Board u relieved frean the charge of the Delhi 
territory three members will, apparently be amply suffioent 
for the doe condact of the pnbbe boxiiiew; alL^ngb to the 
Knlor member will ftfil belong the nme datlw as were 

attached to that officer before the ertandon of the Board’s 
authoiity to Delhi and although the reruloa of detaHed 
settlemeota now in progrew most obvionily throw upon the 
Board an extent of labour fhr exceeding what was neccawuy for 

• Dated JI^JO ISM 

t Agra, BardUy Etawah — coIlectonHp and fub-ooDe cto ra liJp ; 
Pamtekabad, iloradahad — corthen and aoirtheiii dlrklona, ITee- 
mt, Bhahjehanpore, Sebamupure, ADy Gbnr Boolandihahnr Ac, 
At, At— anb-conectorihh* I PDilliiieet, dJttoj Bepooiah, dittoj 
UozoUkruaggar ditto Komaou — coimnkikinarshlp* 
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the aclmiju'^tntifm of jmicli more c\ti.nM\c pro\ inct.*; under the 
fonucr Mr Kner’*. appointniciit as ofTiciatinp: tiitiiihcr 

of the Boird atiII consequently cca«c on Sir Clnrk*’ Mclc'ilfe''? 
nssiunung eh irgc of the ntlairs of (he Delhi Icrntor} 

} The Go\ernor-(ionernl in Council i** pknsed to appoint 
I\ir C Llliolt 'cnior nicmher of the Iloirtl, uliieh %\ill ‘'•ill 
retain the dtnoinnmtioii o( Board of Kcnciiiio for the Wcslcni 
rroMiicci. In that capicify (incliulinj; the political duties 
annexed (o it) Ztlr. Biliott will drav, from the present date u 
‘■■alary of 'J,000 riipec'. per mensem, and rerernnjj to the 
extent and rcsponsihihty of the politic il diitic'' which Mr. • 
l^lliott has had to discharge, ns acting agent to the Goacnior- 
Gcncnl at Delhi, which have much exceeded ’ivhnl was con- 
templated w hen the traiiskr of Delhi to the Board w as ordered , 
with adacrtciicc lilvcwisc to the saxi.ig which lias accuinnhited 
f-incc the ofiiccs of «cnior mciiihcr ot the 'Western Board and 
agent to the Govcrnor-Gcnerd at Delhi were \ncntcd m April 
last, his Lordship in Council resohes that Mr Klholt he 
aullioriscd to draw the dinorcnce between the aboxe salary 
ol 5,000 rupees per mensem and the amount of monthly 
allowances (fixed and temporary) actually reccued hy Iniu 
for the period during which lie has officiated ns semoi 
member of the Board and Agent to the Goxcrnor-Gcncr.al at 
Delhi 

5 The Board will, of course, consider and icport what modi- 
fication of their establishment may he necessary or expedient 
under the arrangement now ordered. 

G "With respect to the revenue affairs of Delhi, it appeals 
to be unnecessary to pass any immediate orders The appoint- 
ment of Sir Charles Metcalfe wnll not apparently render neces- 
sary any change of system And if that gentleman shall deem 
It rcqmsite to seek the aid of any new establishment to enable 
him to exercise an efficient control or er the district oflicers, the 
point will, of course, he further considered m communication 
with him Ills Lordship m Council cannot, howeicr, omit 
this opportumty of agam calling for detailed statements of the 
Mehals, compnsmg the several divisions of the Delhi districts, 
exhibiting the amount of juma assessed on e&ch, the penod of 
settlement, the nature of the management, tlie names and 


} 



chtrtdcn of tlio MaJ^ooiart, frith Kich otbcr particulan as 
h«T0 tuuflDj been fuppbed by the fettlcment ncctHmU of the 
rcgnlatkm p r u r l n cca , u iar ti there bo iri a tcrf aU for 
them. The abore ttatementi ihoold be accompanied 
•with general report! for each dlvlron^ explanatory of the mode 
in winch the acttlement may hare been made, the c haracter 
hutitntioiia, emd drenmstanco of the people, and the general 
eUtiatks of the co untr y 

(A tree copy ) Holt MacKirmE, 

Secretary to the GoTcrnmeot- 


THE UBERAnOX OP THE INDIAN PHESS. 

CPa«c 148 140.) 

plarbu; in tho chapter daroted to tldj rabject fliren only a per 
tkm of Metcnl£i • UaaUarto of the SDth of Jose, 18U, I am 
iadoced, by a eotulderttkm of the Importance of the doenment, 
to glra it retire in thla place.} 

GercLScxx, — On the port of my eoBeagno in the Gorern 
mcpt M well ai OB my own, I rinetrely thank yon for tha 
teftimony of yonr approbation of otrr procce d ingi, and for the 
obliging maimer in which it b e^rmed bnt highly aa I prize 
your etteem, I win not aoderrmlo the charider of addren, 
by regarding it aa drtignfd prinapaDyto ccmTeyacompliinent. 
Xoc hare adopted ttdi mode of girlng anlhentio ezprenian to 
public optmem on a great qoeftian, m winch the happuKM of 
all Ttidta, it may bo Hid of all the world, u 
I rqcdce to meet yon on thia gronnd, and to join n^ Tnmib Te 
voice to yonri in &Tcnir of that me ague , wtoeh will, I trert, 
in doe camie, be coDsnmiaated. 

I need not to yon defend a propoeed law which ytm cordi 
ally approre bnt three may be acane who are not satiiM that 
It ii ehhre ne ccJ Hiy or hA. I •will, therefore, armH myidf of 
thla opportunity to atate, as briefly as poaribic, the renaona by 
winch It appeals to mo to be jnati&d recommended. 

To all who donbt the expedient of the liberty of thoprem, 
I 'voold oty that they have to show it mmt ncceoHilIy 
canae immmfTTt peril to the pnbhcpfety such as would not exiat 
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vilhoiit it, mul cnniiol lie n\crtul •-t'ltiitirj '“""S Gir othcr- 
iM'-c tlicrc c,»n bo no doubt tlmt freedom of public diccU'Mon, 
■vvlucb notliiuj; more tlnn the freedom of vponbiii;: nloud, is n 
right liclouixing to the people, wbicb no go\crunKnt linm right 
to withhold 

Tt .iKo rests with them to show tlmt the conmmnicntion of 
knowledge m a cur-o nud not i benefit , nnd tint the c^'cncc of 
good government n to co\er the hud with darkness ^ forothcr- 
wi'^e it must be ndmittcd to he one of the most nnpcntnc dutiCH 
ofa go\emmcnt to confer the incalcuhble blessings of know- 
ledge on the people , and by wlnt means can this he done more 
cfrcctually than by the nnrcstnnncd hhertj of publication, and 
1)} the stiimihis which it gnes to the powers of the mind’ 

If their argument he, that the spread of knowledge may 
cicntuall^ he fatal to our nilc m India, 1 close with them on 
that point, and maintain (hat, wlntcicr maj lie the consequence, 
it n our dut\ to comiiumic.itc the benefits of knowledge If 
India could only be prc«cried ns a part of the British Bmpirc 
by keeping its mhahitants in a state of ignorance, our domi- 
nation avould he a curse to the conntrj, nnd ought to cease. 

But I sec more ground for just apprehension in ignorance 
itself I look to the increase ol knowledge, wath a hope that it 
may strengthen our empire , that it may remoa c prejudices, 
soften asperities, and substitute a rational comiction of the 
henefits of our Government , that it may unite the people and 
their rulers in sympathy, and that the ditfcrcnccs winch sepa- 
rate them may he gradually lessened nnd ultimately annihilated. 
"Whatever, however, he the iviU of Almighty Providence 
respecting the future GoAcmmcnt of India, it is clearly our 
duty, as long as the charge he confided to our hands, to execute 
the trust to the best of our ability for the good of the people 
The promobon of knowledge, of w'hich the liber^ of the press 
IS one of the most efficient instruments, is manifestly an essential 
part of that duty It cannot be that we are permitted by 
Divme authonty to he here merely to collect the revenues of 
the country, pay the estahhshments necessary to keep possession, 
and get into debt to supply the deficiency "We are, doubtless, 
here for higher purposes, one of which is to pour the enhgbt- 
ened knowledge and civihzabon, the arts and sciences of Europe 
over the land, and thereby improve the condibon Af the people. 
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J»othlog Bird/ U more Ukel/ to condocc to tboe cndi than 
tlifl libc^ of the prcff, 

Tho^ who object to it are further bonnd to ibow that It b 
aot ttlutory for the Goremment and iti ftioctiotBirtea to hare 
the check of a fVee prew on their conduct ; and that the aer 
cite of artHrary power orcr a restricted press is preferable to 
the control of the lawa orer a IVcc one assumptions whkli 
cannot be mnlntalncd 

The time was when the freedom of the prcis was considered 
as intolerable for any cla^s hi India. That ha* pac ed away 
and many now admit that there b not much harm, and that 
there may bo aomc good in grunting It to Eoropeans but (till 
entertam opprthcnskmi os to ha hjonona efleetJ If ci^oycd bv 
natirea. I do not partkipote In those appndicniloiis hnt of 
thli I am (orc, that to legislate in dbtnnt of our nabre fuQow 
*ii(jecU, or to legblato differently for them and for Eurnpcaju, 
in mottcra of tight and Cherty would be extremely nrtwwe and 
niyattidahle policy The prec wID alwiya be nnder the mfe 
guard of lawa, and Uwa can bo made trbm lews are wonting 
The «>'rt«fgrLeo of a local legblatnre, which can at any time 
pnmde for the safety of the State, sboold It be endangered, 
hu resnored the only formidable ber which bdbre oppos^ the 
complete liberty of the preta. 

In addition to the motirca which most haTC on 

general principlei, for girmg the fnlleat freedom, there w er e 
drcnmittneei in the (tate of the preae in which rendered 

the rn euur e now propoaed almost nnaroldable. The presa had 
been practically free for many yeara, indnding the whole 
perk»d of the adminiftration of the late Governor General, 
Ixffd WHtiam Bentinck and altbongh lawa of T ^ '‘ W Km 
exist ed in Bengal which gave awfhl power to the Govern 
ment, they had ceased to operate for any practical purpose 
They were extremely odious. They gave to the Government 
arUtraiy pu irn which Bcitnh inhjccta in any part of the 
WTsrid deteat. No Gorernment conld now have carried them 
mto effect withont setting turimml opinion at defiaiKC. After 
the liberty given by Lord WQliam Bentinefi fbcrbearonca, no 
Gorernment could have Tentnred to enforce those lawa tttiIm 
it had been gifted with a moat hardy iaaeni£billty to rldrcnla 
and obloquy Even supposing them to bo good, they were 
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■utterly useless, and as they brought unnecessary odium on 
the Government, it ^vould have been absiud longer to retain 
them 

In speaking of those la'ws, I cannot refrain from adverting 
to the indmdual "who, having been at the head of the Govern- 
ment ivhen they -vs ere passed, bears all the blame of being their 
author He ivas one of the best and purest and most benevo- 
lent men that ever lived In proposing those laws, he must 
have been actuated, as he always -n as, by the most upright and 
conscientious motives Had be been noiv alive, and at the head 
of this Government, he would probably ha^e been among the 
foremost to propose the abolition of those laws which he for- 
merly thought necessary, but would no'n' have seen to be useless 
and odious To what a degree popular feeling pres ails against 
them cannot be more stnkmgly shoivn than by the detraction 
which they have brought on the memory of one who was 
eminently deserving of aU praise, distinguished by gieat talents 
and the most important public seruces, the soul of honour and 
virtue, admired, beloved, revered by all who knew him, but 
condemned by the public, who knew him not, solely on account 
of these laws which they abhor 

In the Bengal and Agra Presidencies the g^uestion was, 
whether those laws should be retained or abolished , laws, be 
it observed, too unpopular to be executed, which m practice 
had in every respect become obsolete In the provmces subor- 
dinate to Bombay there was the same question , but that was 
not the question m other parts of India The question there 
was, shall snch laws be introduced where they have not been 
known ? Shall odious restrictions be imposed where there is 
already perfect freedom ? Shall despotic power be substituted 
in the place of law, or of hberty unrestramed even by law ? At 
Madras there was no local law, and there were no means of 
makmg any person responsible for what was pubhshed At 
the Presidency of Bombay there was a law already existmg, as 
free as that now proposed for all India At hladras and 
Bombay, to have made any law short of perfect freedom, would 
have been to impose restnctions which did not before exist 
Such a course would surely have been wrong, and was cer- 
tainly imnecessary A law was urgently required at hladras, 
where hberty existed without responsibdity *We could not 
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Icgfalato partially oq ludi a ratjcct ami tbo rcralt of oor 
ddlbcnUioas was, that what la dow propoacd vts the lafcat and 
the beat law that amid bo dcviacd. It ghxa perfect liberty 
and all Its anbonllnato ittotIiIom aim only at proper itapocii 
blllty Thlnga could not remain aj they wero and any law of 
rcjtrlctloo would haro been aad retT og rearion in IcgUlatkm, and 
totally opposed to the spirit of the age. 

Ton have aHoded pioat juatly to the difflcnltlei that beset 
the forming of a law to reatrola aD ciccwcs and Ipjonea wbWi 
may bo committed by mean* of the press. On this point, I 
fi»r legislation ia set at deftince. AVo cannot opparcntly enjoy 
tbo liberty of the pren witbont bciog exposed to Its lic en 
tlontncsa. Wo mart mbmlt to tbo attendant enl for the aake 
of the predominant good. Although tbo boundary between 
liberty tod Ucentwumess Is perceptible enough in practice, it 
can hardlybodeftned bylaw witbont the d an ger of cDcroocbing 
on nscfal liberty Tbo laws of England bare utterly failed to 
prcTcnt the Ucentioaxaca of the pnas; and yet, peihipa, could 
hardly be made more effiaent witbont epd a pgenng its freedom. 
Uueb, therefore, neceaairily depends on tbe good aense and 
good taste of tho» who widd tbe power which tbe preas con 
fen. The worst enemies of the pren are tneb of ill candnetore 
as destroy Iti indacnce by prostituting its nee fbr the gratiSca 
tkm of base pgisiont IVben pnbQo are fiilly and 

fredy discumd, and censured or approved, as may be, in a 
spirit of caisdoar and justice, tbe mflnenee of tbe pren must be 
great and bmefldti. But when men find tbcmselvei tbe ol^Jeets 
of groBS peraonal acuniltty without any r efer ence to pubbo 
measmei or real chiractcr and eondnet, they may at firit fed 
pom beenuRieDSitiro men with bencTolentdispodtiona toward 
all tbdr fdlow-cretturea, griere to peretiTC that they have 
ra n corona foes baafly employed against them, but ■ ■■r ln ig in 
concealment, tbe cauae of whose enmity they know not, and 
whose wrath they bare no power to appease but they cannot 
respect tbe instrameiit of mynat TirnleDce; they must know 
that such attacks pro ce ed from peraanal hatred or wmotou 
m a lign I l y and they mnat learn to deepne calumny whicb cm 
not be guarded agdnst by ai^ goodnen of messurea, or any 
e a rrec tn e w of condncL The proper of the fras is 

thus destroy^ { and ultimatdy jnat censure, which would 
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othcrwj'C l)c Tc'^pcclcd .mtl tlrcailcil, it disregarded and dis- 
credited, and liting conrounded with the mass of indiscrmiinate 
alms^, lo'c,’ its due effect 

I cntirch concur Mith }ou in the desne which you enter- 
tain, that if at an^ tunc actual danger to the State should 
render iiccc'sar} tcnipomr} or local restraints on the hherty of 
the press, the precautions niiplicd b} the Legislature ma}' he 
onlj conunensumte to the re il exigency, and that no restric- 
tions niaj be made pcrniancnt beyond those uhich arc ncccssaiy' 
to ensure rcsponsibiht j' , and I trust that all legislation, with a 
Tien to protect the comniunil^ against hcciitiousness, anil he m 
the true spirit of liberty 

I am sensible of your kindness m the wish uhich you have 
expressed that I may rcniain in niy present office long enough 
to take a part in passing the proposed measure into a law For 
two reasons I entertain the same msh I am naturally desirous 
of having n share m the completion of a Ian which will, I trust, 
conduce to the welfare of India and manland I am also anxious 
to rche\ c the Goi emor-Gencral elect from the responsibihty of 
o measure regarding nhich long experience in India enables 
me to proceed vathout hesitation On the other hand, there 
is a consideration which mil more than reconcile me to the 
transfer of tins duty to the hands of the distmgnished noble- 
man appointed to tins office Fully bebevmg that all the 
prepossessions of a Bntish statesman, and especially of one who 
has mtnessed the infenonty of countries where the press is 
enslaved, compared mth his own, where it is free, must be in 
favour of the hberty of the press, I shall rejoice at his having 
an opportumty of commencing lus admimstration mth an act 
which ivdl at once establish a good understandmg and a cordial 
feeling between the head of the Government and the commu- 
mty over which he is to preside 

C T. METCAUrE 


THE PLAGUE AT PAHLT. 

(Pi^e 180 ) 

“The spread of the plague on the western frontier has 
excited much, alarm even at this Presidency The Hurharu 
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Thero arc In Calcntta many jrabbc ofEccs and hotaes 
of tmiinm, partlcnlarly in tho Boira Baar wbtrc communi 
cotiom arc almott dally rc cci Tcd flom tbc datilcti wbere tbc 
plagnc ii nOTT aging, and wc haw not yet beard of any 
measures adopted to guard against the IntrodadloQ of the 
ptsgDQ In tbb dty by of aoch Tcblclea, Should tho 

disoisc oxer mahe iti appearance In the crowded porta of thd 
natire town, no meoaurt would bo capable of arresting Its pro- 
gress rcmoral, ieparatKia, and blockade of hooiea In tbc 
Burra Baiar and iU neighbourhood, nppear to ns equally Im 
practicable The Jltformtr states that tho lUoda commatuty 
bclicvo the disease to be a xidtetlon from IXcartn fbr the 
political sms of onr Govtmment, and that It wHl spread in ipte 
of all our preeattUom. Sir C Metcalfe has pnbliibed an able 
minnte on the sut^^ect The first meaiuro be directs is, tbo 
cstahltthiDent of a cordon of posts along the liootiers, which Is 
to prevent the Ingrcn, Into tbo British t erri t o r ies of any pers on 
from the Inftrted or suspected quarter without undergoing a 
qoanotine. The preeautlous pr r v uTbed in earryli^ this p>ga 
sore mto edect, are detailed lo the minute, and Inasted on 
with eoroestDCss. Having folly explained the me asu res he 
would have the load authorities adopt to prevent the Intro*- 
dnetion of the pestilence Into the mtenor hr calls the attention 
of the aathorUIes to Ibe steps which would be necesnry In 
the disease, notwithstandh^ the prevenbve andon, were to 
insinuate itself mto any of tte towns and villages m tho interior 
Evciy posrihle atlentkiD to t^e pn;^ijdmw ofeasteissinetlyeQ 
joined to the observance of those who are to have the charge of 
the patients In the» ettablbhipenis ( bat It b required that no 
consideration for tbo rank or the objections of the Indiridnals 
eanceroed, be permitted to preimt their separation or removal 
fixrm relations and houses, on the ground that the safety of the 
c om munity depends upon these precautions. The local autho 
rhKs have, howp^ the optioo, oz^er cases of of 

allowing tho inmates of an iufteted house to eontinne m ft 
but then the building is to be strictly blockaded, and guarded 
as if It were a separate hospital. T3 m difficulties consequent on 
the requisite separalian of near and dear ralatums Ikom each 
other Tuider su^ direlUI circmnstances, are fhlfy appreciated 
by Sit Charla and the only ttimth be can suggest in case of 
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parties Tcfii'iing to separate that the health^' 'should accom- 
pnm the sick to the liospital*:, and he subicctcd to the severe 
rules in force at those estahhshnicnts The liouses from -which 
infected persons maybe remoaed arc to be pnnfied, anth all 
the articles m them The greatest care is prescribed m keep- 
ing the streets and drams of caery toavn and aallage clean, and 
all sorts of filth, rags, found in them, or m the lionsos of 
infected persons, arc to be burned and the ashes buned , for 
ca cn a-^hes have been knoaa n to cona ey this dreadful pest from 
place to place In case the di<;casc should spread, the in- 
habitants arc to be confined to their respective houses, and 
haae their food furnished to them under the rules presenbed 
for the hospitals and the toams and villages in aadncli contagion 
exist"!, and they arc to he cut off from free intercourse avith 
other places, and kept under a stnet blockade Dresses made 
of oil-skm and tar, and frequent friction avith oil, have been 
found the best prescrvatia cs against contagion, avhen contact 
aaitli infected persons cannot possibly he avoided But the 
grand means of checking and annihilating the plague, is the 
prevention of contact avith infected persons 

“ The licfonjjcr suggests native objections to these measures 
* The more avc read of the disease noav raging in Rajpootana, 
the more ave become convinced of the impracticabihty, nay, the 
injunous tendency of some of the measures prescribed by Sir 
Charles kletcalfe for checking the eaol The dragging out of 
children and wives from the houses of wealthy and respectable 
natives, and incarcerating them in a lazaretto, are measures 
avhich, under existing circumstances, instead of producing any 
good, will be the cause of spreading the contagion more widely 
those who ought to he removed aviU be left at home, and those 
•who should be left at home -will he removed to the lazaretto, 
there to catch the very disease -we dread, and thus widen the 
sphere of de-vastation The extortions which would he prac- 
tised on the healthy as a ransom from the fangs of the quaran- 
tme officers, are incalculable We fear aU -will, at one time or 
another, he exposed to extortion by these harpies, commissioned 
hy Government to violate the hitherto unseen zenanas of the 
respectable people The quarantine laws* of the Levant, where 
the plague is fanulxar to all, are m many respects unsmted to 
this country. We therefore trust the Lieutenj^nt-Govemor 
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trill utc e v a y precanrion to gnard agtJnjt abtHo, to trhfeh < 
h«plln^ dcrlfcdtritli the bertfaitortlon, ire open. — [Atiatie 
JinntaZ.] 


ADDTIESS OF TITE JAilAICA PLANTiUta 

cr»B® ^M.) 

To the Iljght ITotKrartLk Sir Cbarlcf Ttcoptflos ITdealfc, 
Birt, G CJJ, &e^ &c^ Ic. 

"We tbe plantm rottxhanls, and otben, intemted In the 
eolonJ^of Jtmafca, arc desfroiu of offering to jon the eiprca - 
rioQ onr moat ■toeero and cordk] portiopatfon in thoae aen 
thnenta of admiration, cftecm, affection, and gratitude, vitb 
irhieh ail clasKi of onr relIow>eolonists In Jamaica bam 
oehnovlcdged the benefit! rrhtch ^ronr wbe, able, beneficent, 
and Impartial admMrtratkm of Ut Gorenunent hu conferred 
on them 

Tbe offer of that Gor tnu ne o t was made to yon at a period 
{be tnoat erentfoi in the histosy of Jamaiea. Her leghlabon 
-was ccjpeoded— ber eonathutioQal right* had been teraded — 
her logialaraTe, her migittraey and her whole rerident pro* 
p rie ta ry body had been miirepte a coted and caiaimuated~^he 
relatiofti which dicmld enbsift between tbe mother etrontryand 
her eolony and be t ween the different claaaea of aoeicty in tW 
edanj were d k im bed and impaired by mutual tuspidoo 
and distrust Tour aceeptonee, at neb a criaii, of a trust lo 
ardnons and dlffienlt of ItaeU| enbtled yon to onr warmest 
gratltnde and to onr highest admiration. It was in itself a 
pledge of tbe principles on which that trust would he executed. 
It was of itself the awunmeo that yoo hod accepted the Go- 
Temment wHh the dirinteresled and noble pmpo ee of rendering 
an esKUtlal •errice to your conntiy 1^ restonng to her tho 
confideocD and affeetton of her most valnable eoloi^ 

To the accomplMiment of Uus pu rpose your administration 
was unceasingly directed. The spdnt of ctXKlhatioti and con* 
fidence m which you acted towij^ the local legtslatoro, the 

island magistracy and all dimes of the community the 

candour with which yon appreciated — the fideEty with which, 
in your eomnninl cations to ber Uj^^esty'a Goremment yon lo- 
pretented — the uneoinpruimalng honesty with which yon yin 
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tlicalcd tlicir niolu cs and tlicir acts, and repelled the prejudices, 
the misrepresentations, and calumnies by lybich tlicj’- had been 
as'xiilcd — tbc constitutional respect winch you evinced for the 
institutions of the colony, and the strict impartiality with 
winch } ou maintamcd the just rights of all, secured for your 
administration their entire confidence and their zealous and 
actn e support Amongst the beneficial effects of your admim- 
stration were the reconciliation of the colony -with the mother 
countr} — the restoration of order, and harmonj’-, and good 
feeling amongst all classes Legislation resumed — laws passed 
adapted to tbc change which had taken place in the social rela- 
tions of the inhabitants of Jamaica — the cordial and active 
co-operation of the legislature, notiMthstanding the financial 
difhculties of the colony, in extendmg at a great cost the means 
of religious and moral instruction, and in making the most 
valuable improvements in the judicial system It is the pecu- 
liar and distinguishing character of your admimstration that it 
was conducted on those pnnciples vhich enabled you to accom- 
plish the intentions and views of her Majesty’s Government 
and the Bntish nation, not merely -without the opposition, but 
■with the active concurrence of the people whom you governed , 
and that whilst it secured you them grateful affection, itmented 
and received the high approbation of your Sovereign 

The influence of those qualities which enabled you to render 
such important services is not confined to the age or country in 
which they are exercised Your administration ivill furnish 
the pnnciples on which the Government of Jamaica, and not of 
Jamaica alone, but of every other colony, must and ivill ever 
hereafter be admmistercd But the people of Jamaica will 
not only retam a grateful admiration of your Government — 
they "Will dwell -with affectionate gratitude and esteem on your 
Christian charity, ever largely exercised m aUeviatmg mdmdual 
distress — on your kmdness and condescension in pnvate life, 
and on your mumficent support of all their religious and cha- 
ritable mstitutions, and of every undertakmg which could pro- 
mote the prosperity and happmess of the colony 

We beg to assure you that we shall ever regard -with senti- 
ments of the most heartfelt gratitude your administration of 
the Government of Jamaica — that we shall ever feel the 
highest esteem and respect for your exalted character, and 
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thit yoOT ttcUbtc and hippincs* will OTcr continoo to be i 
objects of oar BObctioaotc Mlldtadc. 

sre CILlKLCa MCTCtUCf XETLT 
I am deeply •cailblo of tbo hononr conf er red on roe by tha 
proccediog To find my Ktrlccs In Jamaica ao highly appre 
oated by those in this coontry who art Interested in that 
colony amnot ijul to bo a aoarco of exceeding gratlScadom 
1 hare not, howerer the presumption to attribute tins distin 
gmshed reception, rrith whkh yon have greeted my arriral in 
England, to any elnlmt on my part. It proceeds from the mmo 
gCDcnms fccTmg which bos prormilcd in Jamaica, and cheered 
too throughoDt my rcsklcnce lo that bcantifal bland In 
oscnbhig benefldal effects to 117 edmintttrallon, more credit 
b given to me than I deserre, and lew to onr fcllow-aubjecta 
In tbe colony than b tbclr due. Charged by her Mi^^estyf 
Government with a madon of pence and rceoneflialion, I was 
reeciTcd m Junatca with open anna, and the dntlcs which I 
hod to perfonn were obrlona. lly fljit proceedingB were 
natonlly watched with anxiety ; bnt as they indicated good 
will and a Cur spirit, I obtained hearty npp^ and ctMrpeia 
tion. Tbe rkwi of her IbtJesQra Goreroment weto adopted 
and earned into effect even at great coat to the bland and the 
tmavoidable losaei and rexotiooa emiued by tho altered state of 
the relations between employera and laixnuma were borne with 
cietnjdary patience, ily task in ectlng along with tbe spirit 
which animated the colony was cn^ Internal diftoenccs were 
adjusted either by being left to tbe natural progrew of afliira, 
dming which tho respective parties were enabled to apprehend 
their real interests, or by tuBd endeavours to promote harmony 
and discourage dnaoiskHL The loyalty the good Knse, and 
good feeling of the coioiiy did everything 

I confidently expect that the support which the goremmart 
of my fuceeseor will receive from our brethren In Jamaica will 
ftmfir m tho coTTCctaiew of my opinion, thut to them b oluefiy 
duo the credit of any good that sdnumstratlon may have 
effected, although aH bare generoutiy joined in ascribing that 
result to me. I beg you to accept my wannest thanks for your 
kindness, on tbe recoUectiau of which I shsTI fYC dwell with 
pride and gratitude. 
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ADDFvI'bS OF Till: COKE COUXCILLOES 
(P«gC 373 ) 

To hi*? Excellency tlic Right Ilononrahlc Sir Ghnrlcs 

cnlfe, Go\crnor-Gencral of Briti^li North .\jnenca, &c 

^!LC fvC 

Alny it plcnso joiir Excellency, — ^AVc, the nntlorsigned Warden 
nid Councdlor‘5 of the Gore District, not in District Council ns- 
Ecnihlcd, beg lc'i\c to approach }our Excellency, in the present 
txigeney ofoiir pnbhc atlairs, with sentiments ofthe highest respect 
and esteem towards y our Excellency, and with feelings of the most 
ardent attachment to her Majesty’s person and GoAcmment, and 
with the most hi cly’’ sense of the important duty we owe to our 
Soi creign in using every endeaa our to perpetuate in bonds of an 
enduring attachment the union happily existing between this 
colony and the great empire of which it forms a part 

Ivnowmg the lugh and honourable reputation your Excellency 
has sustained ns a statesman, and as a wise, liberal, and en- 
lightened Goicrnor m other parts of her Majesty’s dominions, we 
ire led to beliei c that your Excellency has been misled and mis- 
informed, by irresponsible and unconstitutional advisers, m regard 
to the true state of public opinion upon that great and important 
constitutional prmciple of Government involved m the question 
u lucli led to the resignation of the late Executiv e Council We 
therefore, humbly assure your Excellency, representing as we do 
various townships m this district, and being mtimately acquainted 
v\ itli the news, feebngs, and wishes of the several constituencies 
we have the honour to represent, that pubbe opmion m tlus dis- 
trict, and we bebevc, throughout the length and breadth of Canada, 
will fully sustain the late Executive m the stand they have taken, 
and the views they have expressed, m relation to colonial admmis- 
tration under the prmciple of Responsible Government, as ema- 
nated and set forth m the resolutions of the Assembly of Sep- 
tember, 1841, and practically carried into operation under your 
Excellency’s late lamented predecessors. Lord Sydenham, and Sir 
Charles Bagot The late Executive, we beheve, has taken their 
stand on the plainly defined and easily understood prmciples of 
the British constitution , and we beg to assure your Excellency 
that nothmg can so much secure and advance the great pnbhc 
interests of tlus large provmce, or promote pubhc peace and 
tranquiUity, as well as strengthen the loyalty and attachment of 
the people to the Crown of Great Bntam, as a fid! participation m 
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tQ tio rigtti and prirclcsta of Drltoiu, In a perfect rccoffnJtkm In 
the admlnlitntlon of (mr ank!r» of Uiit prlndplc — the rrTwntl 
Ulity of the lliolitcn of tho Croini lo the rcjircecnUtlTc* of tbo 

pCO]^ 

Id tbo ■bccDco from jour rxctllcsicyof ccoftitutioiutl adrlion 
VO fobnilt thlj addrest, belierinf that joor ExcelJtncj onlj* ro- 
qnlree to knov the tree rtate of public opinkm, and tbe rciu fedln^ 
of the country tocairyotttthocradomdcclaiatioBOfbeTMajcrty 
of her vUh and dctcrmhiiUkin that the CDTcmmeot in Canada 
•boald bo admlnlrtcrcJ accordlns ^ imdaftood viibea 
and Intcrtsta of the people. 

•a rni»T,g HcrcAixza wxrtT 
To the 'Wanlen and Cooncinort of the Gore Dutnet 

I reedro gentlemen, vlth great eaUifrictkm the amnnee of 
yonr attachment to her Ua)e*^f^ p c i aon and O c iTcn uu ent, and of 
your deelto to perpetnoto the onh» happDjr eiiiting between thl* 
colony and tbe great empire of vUch It fbm« a part; and I thank 
yon for yonr eomtoom espronioo of jas’aooal regard towards 
myself 

Betbn 1 reply to the rabatasce of yoar address, I snitt enda 
rotir to remore cotoo emmeo cs Impmihais by vhleh It seezoi to 
hare been dictated. 

Ton s u ppoao me to hare been misled by certain i m ag lnar} 
bdogt, whom yon designate aa iirespooslbki and mgonstltatlocal 
adrlsen. I am not aware of tbdr ezistcoca 

Ton offer me yoar ophiknts In tbe absencs fhm me as yon 
nay of constltittlanal adrlacn^ vberces 1 hare thm 1 q the &e- 
cutiro Coundh 

Ton speak of the reaolotloos of September 1S41, as haring 
been eidasiTeJy carried Into operatioD nnder my iamentod pre- 
deccsson ) bat in no admin tstratlon hare they bc^ so thoronghly 
carried into operation as in mtnn_ 

Tbe snbatance of ynnr addteas relates to the redgnaikm of 
certain members of tbe late "RT i xm H Ti. CcmacO, and to tbe questhn 
of Besponsible Goremment, whkfa yon c on c el re to be inrired In 
this pronP w P ng 

Tbe resignation of those gentlenxai proceeded from my refoting 
to agree to certain stlpnlaticns vhicb It vai nococstltatkinal for 
them to demand, and a compUance with which was fanpotslble 
on my part, aslnmyjndgnientlt wonld hare inTolred a sarreoder 
of tbe petraiage of tbe Crown to them Ihr party porpoaes, an act 



ArPEN*D]\. 


479 


to -wliich I could never agree. In no other respect u as the question 
of Ecspon'ublc Go\ emnicnt im oh ed in their resignation 
■\Fith reference to j onr views of Responsible Government, I 
cannot tell yon how far I concur in them without knowing your 
meaning, which is not distinctly stated 
If you mean that the Governor is to have no exercise of his 
oivn judgment in the administration of tlie government, and is to 
he a mere tool in the hands of the Coimcil, then I totally disagree 
with you That is a condition to which I can never submit, and 
which her Majestj’s Goicmment, in my opimon, never can 
sanction 

If } oil mean that every word and deed of the Governor is to 
ho previously submitted for the adnee of the Council, then you 
propose what, besides bemg unnecessary and useless, is utterly 
impossible consistently with the due despatch of business 
If jou mean that the patronage of the Crown is to be sur- 
rendered for exclusive party purposes to the Council, instead of 
being distributed to reward merit, to meet just claims, and to 
promote the ctBciency of tlie pubhc service, then we are agam at 
issue Such a surrender of the prerogative of the Crown is, m my 
opimon, mcompatible with the existence of a British Colony 
If you mean that the Governor is an irresponsible officer, who 
can V ithout rcsponsibihty adopt the advice of the Council, then 
j ou are, I concen e, entirely m error Tlie undisputed functions 
of the Governor arc sucli, that he is not only one of the hardest 
worked servants of tlie colony, but also has more responsibdities 
tlian any other ofiBcer in it He is responsible to the Crown and 
the Parliament and the people of the mother country for every 
act that he performs or suffers to be done, whether it ongmates 
-with himself or is adopted on the advice of others Ho could 
not dll est himself of that rcsponsibihty by pleadmg the advice of 
the CounciL He is also virtually responsible to the people of this 
colony, and practically more so than even to the mother country 
Every day proves it, and no resolutions can make it otherwise 
But if, instead of meanmg any of the above-stated impossi- 
bdities, you mean that the government should be administered 
accordmg to the weU-understood wishes and mterests of the 
people, that the resolutions of September, 1841, should be faith- 
fully adhered to, that it should be competent to the Council to 
offer advice on aU occasions, whether as to patronage or otherwise, 
and that the Governor should receive it with the attention due to 
Ins constitutional advisers, and consult with them m all cases of 
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ntlcsitDitoiinporUnecj tliat Okto ilionid be a corJlil co-operation 
ood •yrapathj’ between him and tbcmt that the CotmeO iboniil be 
mpoiuiblo to the Prorlndal Z^Uoient and the pc^oplcj ud that 
when the *eti of the Goiemor arc *nch oi thej do not chooee to 
bo re*ponilblo tor they hcmbl be at Jlbcrtj to rctlgnt then I 
eotlrdj ■^^Tto with tcpo, and ice no impracticability in canyinp on 
Heipomibic Govemtnent In a colony on thh footing; preriid that 
tho rcfpeetlre parttci engaged In tho nndcrtaklDg be guided by 
tooderatioD, licnett pnrpoic commoo icnic, and eqaitable mind* 
dcToId of party fpirit 

At Tcm baro coniWeratclT teodcred to roo yonr advice in the 
voppotition that I itood In need of It, I tniit that I may vritbont 
oJIencc, offer tome eounacl In rctnm. 

Ion hare all the easentioU of Retpomiblo Qoremment Keep 
it. Cling to It Do not throw It away by gruplng at Impoui 
biliUe*. Do not loao the cnbitanco by matching at a ibadov 

Ton dcclro to perpetoato yonr noloai wlib the Brltlih Empire. 
Do not Imagtne that tMi ptirpoac con bo promoted by obstmettag 
Ilct li4}<sty't Governmest order to nudoeo il* aolhority toa 
nullity Ton have every prlvD^ freely gTonlod that 1* com 
IsUlUo with tho maintexmnee of that tmka. IIv ilojcfty’a 
G o Tc n iincat hai em tadlnatloD to exmlao any unnc cei n r y la 
terfereneo la yottr local affklrti bot can nercr conaest to tho 
proftralkm of the honour and dignity of the Crown; and I cannot 
bo tho traitor that would dgn the death wazrant of Britiih con 
ivcctloo. 

Choilh Bcaponriblc Ooremment and Britijh cxauaection. Let 
them work togetber In hamumy and nnison in a practicable 
manner Let no man put them anmder But do not pnime a 
conne that nroft dcftroy one or the other or both. Tid* adrlco 
1* offbred with perfect tincerily br a friend wbtac only Interet t In 
the connKil that he glre* I* an anxlcro* dcrire to t ee m e the wciflire 
■at Canada and the Integrity of the Brldih Empire. 


■Loi* *DaOo.,LltaiarmiAitwsrCerTirt,IX. 




